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Greetings from Pastor Mary, 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,  

by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  

which is your spiritual worship. 

Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 

SO THAT 

 you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

[Romans 12:1-2] 

 

 

As we approach the end of our current sermon series—GO FISH—I’m sure some of you will be 

relieved to see the weeds, the fishing poles, and the stuffed fish come down off the communion 
table, so that the communion set and the candles can go back where they belong.  Then we can 

go back to business as usual.  The truth is … although we can go back to a more a traditional 

worship style … we cannot really go back to business as usual.   

We all get comfortable with our church routines and with our church family. And, we feel like it is 

enough if we follow in the ways of Jesus.  It is human nature to seek to maintain what is 
comfortable to us, however, we are not called to just “do church.”   In his very first encounter 

with the disciples, Jesus said to them: “Come, follow me.” THEN he said: “I will make you fishers 

of men.”  Would Jesus say anything different to us?  Does he now? 

It is critically important to the future of the church—and not just this particular church—that 

Christians learn to share their experience of God with the people around them.  Christ’s Church 
is always but one generation away from extinction.  If we do not do our job of witnessing, there 

will be no Church … not here … not anywhere.   

Our witness is essential, but it is also scary.  Witnessing is not something with which we, 

Presbyterians, are comfortable.  Yet, when we witness, we are not alone.  God will use who we 

are as examples for others of what journeying with Jesus looks like.  God will be with us in our 
witness.  God will guide us as we witness.  God is the source of our witness. 

I have a very important message on this topic prepared for you all this Sunday.  I would ask each 
of you to make every effort to be in worship with us.  I would also ask each of you to come to 

worship this Sunday prepared to dedicate yourself to the future work of this church.  Indeed, I 

would ask you to pray for the willingness to let God use who you are to witness.  (In preparation 
for this, many of us have done a survey on Personal Style during the offering time of worship over 

the past two weeks.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to do the survey, a copy of the survey is 

included within this Newsletter.  Just rank each statement from 1-5: one being not at all you and 5 
being totally true for you.  Then see where you are the strongest.)   See you all on Sunday! 

 

 

Pastor Mary   
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  
August 7 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
make plans for the 

fall. 

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

Join with Pastor Mary and other members of 
our congregation to pray for special 
intentions here in our church and offer 
support for those needing God’s guidance 
and healing love.    

Thursday Prayer Group 

No Sunday School,  

June through August. 

Thanks to our volunteers, VBS was a 
success!  We hope you all are enjoying 
your summer and look forward to seeing 
you in September when our fall 
programs resume. 

Sunday School/VBS 

Campfire Connections 

Thursdays: 7:00 pm          

Longing for meaningful connections? Join us Thursday 
evenings in a fun, relaxed atmosphere around the fire for 
conversations and song as we kindle a welcoming place to 
share.  Fire and devotions start at 7PM- favorite songs and 
s'mores to follow!  Come as you are and invite a friend!  

Contact Shayla Hansen at 586-733-6576 for more details.  

NLPC June Finance Report 

6/30/2019 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$31,380.82     $  1,680.37        $  403.98 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $  88,806.00  $ 107,667.03  

Expense $ 102,936.00    $91,719.70  

Total    ($14,130.00 )  $ 15,947.33 
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Red Cross Blood Drive– August 15 

The American Red Cross supplies 
approximately 40 percent of the 

blood and blood products used in 

our country. Blood supplies usually 
run short during the summer 

months.  The Red Cross is asking 

for blood donations of all blood 
types to help with the shortage.  

New Life Presbyterian Church is 
hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive in 

Fellowship Hall on Thursday, 

August 15 from 2PM - 7:45PM.  
Help us fight the summer blood 

shortage by donating blood that 

day.  

To make an appointment, sign up 

on the bulletin board across from 
the church office, or call Bruce 

Short at 586-264-5295, or contact 

the church office. 
 

Volunteers Needed  to bake 

desserts, pies and cookies, and  

to host the Canteen on August 15 

for 2 hour time slots. Sign up on 
the mission bulletin board to 

volunteer or call Bruce Short. 

Thank you to all who are able to 

volunteer to make our drive a 

success! 

Presbyterian Coffee Project 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project 
offers a special link between 

congregations and communities 

around the world. Churches can now 
reach out to neighbors overseas not 

only with the prayers and offerings 

we give, but with the goods and 
products we purchase. A warm cup 

of coffee (or tea) in our hands is 

perhaps the most tangible daily 
connection we have with farmers 

around the world.  

Buying fair trade through the 
Presbyterian Coffee Project 

ensures that more of the money 

we spend on coffee reaches the 
hardworking farmers who 

actually grow it.   

The next fair trade product order 

is being assembled for early 

September delivery. See Stanley 
Iobst for more information.    

Summer Travels 

Summer is here and with it comes 
the joy of vacation travel!  We 

hope that you take advantage of 

the wonderful weather and have 
the opportunity to share this 

blissful time with family and 

friends. While the travels of 
summer may take you away from 

our worshipping community,  

we ask that you keep current with 
your pledge commitments through 

these summer weeks.  Even though 

you may take a much needed 
break, the work of our church 

continues.  Thank you for your 

faithful support and enjoy your 
vacation journeys! 



August Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle groups 
will not meet in July or 

August.  Have a great 

summer and we will see 
you in September when our 

monthly meetings resume.  

 Rachel Circle 

The ladies of Rachel 

Circle will meet on 
Thursday, August 8th  

at 12:30 pm at Lakeside Family 

Restaurant. It is located on 
Schoenherr just S. of Lakeside Mall 

behind the Kroger Gas Station. 

Please let Lynn Booth (586-781-
6753) know if you can attend. 

Everyone is welcome!  

• Nathan Call- US Army 
(Valerie Robbins’  
 nephew) 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Justin Wright –Marilyn 
Wright’s grandson 

Cereal for Summer 
New Life PC participated in the 

Presbytery of Detroit’s annual Cereal 

for Summer campaign.   With 1 in 6 

families in the metro Detroit area 

considered food insecure, this extra 

food is needed, especially during 

the summer months. 

During the last two months New life 

collected over 200 boxes of cereal, 

donating half to food pantries in our 

area and the other half to the POD 

for distribution through their 

programs.  Thanks for all who 

participated and volunteered to 

deliver the cereal. 

Summer Food Baskets 

On June 29, NLPC delivered food 
baskets to 13 local families; a total 

of 71 people, of which 33 were 

children.  NLPC provided sufficient 
food for these families to prepare 

1490 meals.  Donations to Summer 

food baskets were received as 
follows:  

1) $943 from Congregants' Special 

Offerings, 2) $250 from Session, 3) 
$250 from Deacons, and $500 from 

Meijer (Hall & Hayes).  Thank you 
to all NLPC Congregants who 

donated money and/or non-

perishable food..  

And thank you to the NLPC 

teams supporting food baskets: 
1) shopping team of Julie and 

Lou Angyal, Bob Hitchcock, and 

Don Soule, and 2) assembly and 
driving teams of Lou Angyal, 

Acer Bowman, Bill Bowman, 

Calli Bowman, Phil Cunningham, 
Chuck and Sue Gough, Bob 

Hitchcock, Larry McGill, Don 
Soule, and James Tomlinson.  
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Personal Style Summary 

DIRECT STYLE 

BIBLICAL MODEL: Peter 

CHARACTERISTICS: 
-Confident 

-Bold 

-Assertive 
-Skips small talk and gets right 

to the point 

-Has strong opinions and 
convictions 

 

INTELLECTUAL STYLE 

BIBLICAL MODEL: Paul 

CHARACTERISTICS: 
-Inquisitive 

-Analytical 
-Logical 

-Likes to debate 

-More concerned with what 
people think than how 

they feel 

 
TESTIMONIAL STYLE 

BIBLICAL MODEL: The Blind Man 

CHARACTERISTICS: 
-Clear Communicator 

-Compelling storyteller 

-Good listener 
-Vulnerable about your 

personal life: ups and 
downs 

-Overwhelmed by the fact that 

God reached you 
-See links between your 

experience and 

experience of others 
 

 

 

INTERPERSONAL STYLE  

BIBLICAL MODEL: Matthew 

CHARACTERISTICS: 
-Relational warm 

-Conversational 

-Compassionate 
-Friendship-oriented 

-Focuses on people and their 

needs 

 

INVITATIONAL STYLE 

BIBLICAL MODEL: The woman         

   at the well 
CHARACTERISTICS: 

-Hospitable 

-Relational 
-Enjoys meeting new people 

-Enthusiastic 

-Spiritually opportunistic 

 

SERVING STYLE 

BIBLICAL MODEL: Tabitha (also 
             called Dorcas) 

CHARACTERISTICS: 

-Patient 
-Other-centered 

-Sees needs and enjoys 
meeting them 

-Shows love through action 

more than words 
-Recognizes value even in 

menial tasks 

-Works behind the scenes 

 

 

After completing the Personal Styles Survey included as an insert in this 

newsletter, find your style below to obtain an overview of characteristics 
that shape your personality.  Full descriptions of each are available from 

Pastor Mary or the church office.   



Page 7 

AUGUST 2019 

Children’s Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2019 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

                  Edyta Jaros               Sana Mansour   Shelley Claeys 

               Music Director               Child Care Supervisor        Secretary 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konik-

son, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard                           Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth, 

Francis Booth, Lou Angyal  


