
July 2019 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER 

"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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2019 Vacation Bible School Fun 

New Life Presbyterian Church held our annual Vacation Bible School  

on June 21st and 22nd.  Through the hard work of Karen Tuck, Wendy 
Quick and a dedicated team, Yee Haw  was a great success! Children 

and adults heard the Gospel, praised God with actions and song, and 

proclaimed the Word together with the entire congregation on 
Sunday morning.   

Look at some of the highlights: 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary, 

Take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block 

to the weak … 

for by your knowledge 

those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 

[I Corinthians 8:9,11] 

 

"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." 

 

In this famous quote from Shakespeare, Juliet—the tragic lover of Romeo—tells Romeo that a 
name is an artificial and meaningless convention.  A name does not matter.  Sometimes, however, 

names do matter. Sometimes names and linguistic conventions can create barriers for people. 
Indeed, sometimes our specialized terminology can create a stumbling block for other people. 

When I greet visitors at the back of the Sanctuary following our worship service, I always invite 

them to join us for coffee.  They often decline.  I understand … it is intimidating to walk into a 
room full of people whom you do not know!  Occasionally someone will accept the invitation, 

saying: “That sounds good.  Where do I go?”  When I respond: “Agape Hall”, I watch a flicker of 

confusion flash in their eyes.  Sometimes someone will ask: “What hall?”  Then I explain.  “Agape 
Hall.  Agape is a Greek word for love.”   

Over time I have begun to realize that calling our fellowship hall, “Agape Hall,” sets up a barrier 
between ourselves and our visitors.  It is a cute name with symbolic meaning for us.  For a 

stranger, however, especially one who is not familiar with Christian conventions and 

terminology, it can become a source of subtle alienation.  It is just one more thing that they do not 
understand and makes them feel excluded from our community of believers.  Indeed, a simple 

invitation from the Pastor to join us for coffee can become a stumbling block to feeling  truly 
welcomed into community of believers.    

For months I have been inviting our guests to join us for coffee in “Fellowship Hall.”  This month, 

the Session voted to officially change the name of our meeting place from “Agape Hall” to 
“Fellowship Hall.”  It is a small thing.  It is a small thing, which will help our visitors feel a little 

less awkward about worshipping and fellowshipping with us.  It is a small thing, but it will help 

them feel more comfortable in our midst.  If you find yourself missing that catchy name, 
remember, coffee in “Agape Hall” now called by another name, will still smell of like coffee!   

See you all next Sunday in Fellowship Hall.  Blessings! 

 

 

 

Pastor Mary   
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  

July 3 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
make plans for the 

fall. 

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

Join with Pastor Mary and other members of 
our congregation to pray for special 
intentions here in our church and offer 
support for those needing God’s guidance 
and healing love.    

Thursday Prayer Group 

Thank you to all children, teens and 
adults who joined NLPC for our 
Vacation Bible School from  
June 21st and-22nd. 

Whether you attended or volunteered 
your time or resources, YOU helped 
make our program a success! 

Andy Stanley’s Go Fish  

Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm  

Join Pastor Mary for a 6-part DVD study series by Andy Stanley that will 
help us explore the motivation behind sharing our faith.  We will engage in 
thought-provoking dialogue that can help change the way we approach 
others and share our faith. Christianity is based on historical events that 
must be reported in order to be realized; moreover, 
Christianity is too counterintuitive to be recognized 
without help. Unless we tell others about  
Jesus, they’ll never know.   

Monday Study Group 

Sunday School/VBS 

Thursday Evening Study Group 

“Souper” Study- Go Fish 

Thursdays: 6:00 pm          

Our Thursday night study series has ended.  Each week we enjoyed a shared 
meal of soup and bread followed by our 6 part study series by Andy Stanley 
that that offered a new perception of the word "evangelism" by showing how 
we can make it a natural, easy part of everyday life.  

The series was enjoyed by all participants and we are planning to bring a new 
study with the same format to you this fall.  Have a great summer!  
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Red Cross Blood Drive Results 

NLPC's second Blood Drive of 2019 
on June 13, collecting 41 units and 

saving 123 lives exceeded our 

goal.  Thirty-nine neighbors and 5 
NLPC members presented 

themselves to donate blood.  

Thirty-one donated whole blood,  
5 donated double red, 3 donated 

partial units, and 5 were deferred 

for minor medical reasons. Thank 
you to all five NLPC donors. 

And thank you to the NLPC Life 

Saving Teams: 1) Baking Team of 
Julie Angyal, Barb Armaly, Calli 

Bowman, Lori Haralson, Margaret 

North, Eleanor Pawlitz, and James 
Tomlinson, 2) Canteen Hosting 

Team of Lou Angyal, Bob 

Hitchcock, Emily Hitchcock, Laura 
MacKool, and James Tomlinson, 3) 

Signs by Bob Hitchcock, and 4) 
Blood Drive facilitation and 

scheduling by Shelley Claeys. 

Our next Blood Drive is scheduled 
on August 15.  

Summer Meal Assistance Missions  

New Life Presbyterian Church 
prepared and served a full meal 

to MCREST guests during their 

stay at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church on Saturday, June 22nd.  

Thank you to all who helped in 

this mission project. 

New Life Presbyterian Church 

assembled and delivered 
Summer Food Baskets to  

13 families in need in our 

community on June 29th.   

The Baskets were filled with food 
(including a bean soup with recipe 

provided by our VBS participants) 

and various household needs, and 
a grocery gift card. 

Thank you to all who helped by 
donating resources or time to help 

assemble and deliver a little help 

to those in our community. 

A big thank you to all those who 

helped to make our programs 
successful in supporting those in 

need during the summer months.  

You are wonderful! 

Cereal for Summer 

New Life PC will again participate in 

the Presbytery of Detroit’s annual 

Cereal for Summer campaign.   With 

1 in 6 families in the metro Detroit 

area considered food insecure, this 

extra food is needed, especially 

during the summer months. 

We will be collecting boxes of 

cereal through Sunday, July 28 and 

donating half to food pantries in our 

area and the other half to the POD 

for distribution through their 

programs.  Contact Sharon Gire for 

more information. 



July Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle groups 
will not meet in July or 

August.  Have a great 

summer and we will see 
you in September when our 

monthly meetings resume.  

 Rachel Circle 

The ladies of Rachel 

Circle will meet on 
Thursday, July 11th  

at 12:30 pm at Lakeside Family 

Restaurant. It is located on 
Schoenherr just S. of Lakeside Mall 

behind the Kroger Gas Station. 

Please let Lynn Booth (586-781-
6753) know if you can attend. 

Everyone is welcome!  

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Justin Wright –Marilyn 
Wright’s grandson 

NLPC May Finance Report 

5/31/2019 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$19,700.45     ( $  2,346.24)     ( $  1,276.39) 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 74,005.00   $87,334.75  

Expense  $ 85,780.00  $73,862.57  

Total    ($11,775.00 )  $ 13,472.18 

   

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!   

Are you ready for some baseball?  
The USPBL semi-pro baseball 

league season has begun and NLPC 

is scheduled to attend a game on 
Sunday July 14 at 1:00 PM.  Mark 

your calendar for a fun day at 

Jimmy Johns Field to see the  

Utica Unicorns take on the 
Westside Woolly Mammoths!  

Tickets are $15 each and can  
be purchased from  

Shayla Hansen  

or through the  
church office. 

Mark your calendars!  

Sunday, September 8, 2019  

has been set aside for the annual 
church picnic with a fiesta theme. 

Watch future church bulletins for 
all the details. 

There will be food, games and fun 
for all.   Don’t miss out! 

Church Picnic—Save the Date! 
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Summer Travels 

Summer is here and with it comes 
the joy of vacation travel!  We 

hope that you take advantage of 

the wonderful weather and have 
the opportunity to share this 

blissful time with family and 

friends. While the travels of 
summer may take you away from 

our worshipping community,  

we ask that you keep current with 
your pledge commitments through 

these summer weeks.  Even though 

you may take a much needed 
break, the work of our church 

continues.  Thank you for your 

faithful support and enjoy your 
vacation journeys! 

Shop at Meijer 
The Meijer store on Hall Road at 
Hayes has once again partnered 

with NLPC on our Food Basket 

Program by donating $500 to help 
fund the food purchases for our 

summer Food Baskets.  You may 

recall that they also donated 
toward our Christmas Food 

Baskets last fall.   

Meijer's contribution enables 
NLPC to grow our Food Basket 

Program and help more families.  

Let's thank Meijer at Hall and 

Hayes by shopping there for our 

general, food and summer 
entertaining needs. What a great 

way to show our appreciation for 

their commitment to our 
community! 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

The men of New Life are invited 
to come together again for a 

morning full of fellowship, 

devotions and best of all... 
FOOD.  

Join us at 9:00 AM on Saturday, 

July 13th for the Men's 
Fellowship Breakfast. 

Come be fed in body and spirit 

as you are encouraged to listen 
and discuss the topic of prayer in 

your life. Watch the bulletins for 

more details! 

"Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to 

you."  Jeremiah   

2019 Pentecost Offering Update 
New Life collected the Pentecost 
Offering on Sunday, June 9 and we 

have received $435 to date. The 

Offering provides a direct way to 
meet the needs of children at risk, 

youth, and young adults.   

Our congregation will direct our 
40 percent share of the Offering to 

support The Shed, a community 

center for teens.   We thank you 
for your generous support. 
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New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2019 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

                  Edyta Jaros               Sana Mansour   Shelley Claeys 

               Music Director               Child Care Supervisor        Secretary 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konik-

son, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard                           Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth, 

Francis Booth, Lou Angyal  


