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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Pentecost 2019
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the birthday of the church. The Holy Spirit remains with
us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to
inspire the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the
future. Each year, this celebration is marked by receiving the
Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of those who are the
church to come — children, youth, and young adults.
Gifts to the Pentecost Offering unite young people in Christ and
inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the
church and the world. This churchwide offering opens the doors
to children, youth, and young adults so that they grow in the
patterns of faith meant to last a lifetime.
Forty percent of the Offering stays here at NLPC for our own
ministries with children, youth, and young adults. The remaining
60 percent will be remitted to the Presbyterian Mission Agency
to support the Young Adult Volunteers program, Ministries with
Youth program, and education and advocacy for children at risk
through the “Educate a Child: Transform the World” national
initiative.
Since 1998, Presbyterians have raised over $15 million for
ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family. We
believe we are called to do even more to support and care for
young people as they build a strong foundation of faith.
We ask for your generous support in contributing to the
PENTECOST Offering, which will be received here at New Life
Presbyterian Church on the day of Pentecost (June 9, 2019).
Watch for bulletin announcements and inserts for guidance on
how to make a donation.
God, from my youth you have taught me,
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds”— Psalm 71:17
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Greetings from Pastor Mary,
“But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into him who is the head—Christ.
From him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament,
promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love
by the proper working of each individual part.”
[Ephesians 4:15-16 ]

During Like all living organisms, congregations go through a cycle of life. This cycle of life
involves a series of stages that can be graphically represented by a bell curve. The life cycle
starts with birth, ascends through formation, peaks at stability, descends into decline and ends
in death.
When I first began my journey with you on Easter Sunday two years ago, I assumed that you were
a congregation at the peak of this life cycle enjoying stability. In the first few months, it became
apparent, however, that you were actually a congregation descending through decline. Facing
this truth has been at times disheartening and discouraging.
Having just celebrated Easter Sunday together once again, I am reminded that at the heart of
Easter is a promise of resurrection and re-birth. In this promise we should find encouragement:
decline and death are not inevitable! Indeed, decline and death are only inevitable, when the
church refuses to allow God to transform and remake it. Through spiritual re-birth and reformation the cycle of life can start over again and lead the church into a new life together as a
revitalized church family.
Over our two years journeying together, you have already begun this process of re-birth and reformation. The first phase of revitalization has involved becoming a more welcoming community.
To this end, you have given a new face to a cluttered and dated building; you have made visitors
feel more welcome by offering coffee prior to services to put people at ease; you have learned
to greet visitors without swarming them; and you have expanded your program offerings, so that
there are now more ways for visitors to connect with the people of this church. Indeed, you have
learned to demonstrate your warmth and love of people through self-conscious hospitality.
Now, when visitors come to your worship services, they feel welcomed.
You have begun the process of re-birth and re-formation, but you are by no means done. Now it
is time to start reaching out to people and offer them an invitation. This is the next phase of the
process of revitalization. This next phase will involve reaching out to the groups, which are
already using your building. You have already begun the work of building a stronger
relationship with various groups: the Blood Drive, Boy Scouts, AA, and Orchard Family Services.
This is a good start, but much more can be done to continue to strengthen the connection with
these groups. There are also other groups with which your only real connection is a key to our
building. It is time … it is time to build relationships!
Faithfully,
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Sunday School
Spark House All Kids program continues with studies from the New
Testament. The children meet at 11:45 AM, following the Sunday worship
service. All are encouraged to attend.

Monday Study Group
CHRISTIAN: It’s Not What You Think
Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
Instead of calling his followers Christians, Jesus used the word
‘disciple’ to describe his supporters, who were know for their
love. Through eight engaging and enlightening sessions, we will
listen to best-selling author and pastor, Andy Stanley, unpack the
qualities Jesus prescribes for his followers that made them unique.
What if believers today embodied these traits? Would the non-believing world
put aside its definition of ‘Christian’ and instead know us by our love? Explore
this question and more as we challenge what you think!

Thursday Prayer/Study Group
Contagious Christians
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Have you ever thought of Christian faith as something that is contagious?
Rather like a disease that you catch? What would it take for your faith to
become contagious, so that other people actually wanted to be caught by God?
On Thursdays our Prayer Group continues to study what it means to be
Contagious Christians. Come join with us and find out!

Thursday Evening Study Group
“Souper” Study- Go Fish
Thursdays: 6:00 pm
Beginning May 9th!
Join us on Thursday nights as we begin our new study series by Andy Stanley
that is sure to take the struggle out of sharing your faith. Go Fish offers a new
perception of the word "evangelism" by showing how we can make it a
natural, easy part of everyday life. Through six-DVD study sessions, we will
explore the motivation behind sharing our faith and engage in thoughtprovoking dialogue that can help change the way we approach others and
share our faith. The first session focuses on the foundation of our call to be
"fishers of men" from the perspective that we too were once in a position of
needing to hear the good news about Jesus. Recalling our own need helps us
grasp the importance of answering God’s call to "go fish."

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
May 1
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
continue to plan
for VBS.
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Graduate Recognition Sunday
All NLPC members, their children
and grandchildren who are
graduating from high school or
college (or did in the past year )
will be recognized during worship
on Sunday, June 2. All graduates
must complete an Information
Sheet and submit it to the church
office by May 19th.

Forms are available in the
Narthex. Contact the church office
to obtain one
electronically.
Thank you and
congratulations to
all of our
graduates!

Mobile Health Fair
The Synod Mobile Health Fair is
on June 25 from 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM
at the Second Mile Center .

After all the checks and a visit with
the doctor, attendees receive a
health kit.

The PWPD are looking for
volunteers to cover the four shifts–
1.) Set up shift; 10am-1:00pm
(able bodies some heavy lifting
may be required)
2.) Fair shift; 12:30-4:00pm
3.) Fair shift; 3:30-7 pm
4.) Clean up shift 7-8pm.

New Life Presbyterian Women are
collecting health kit supplies to
help the Center meet the needs of
health fair attendees.

Please contact Joan Lockard to
volunteer. (By June 1)
The many people that attend each
year very much appreciate the
help they receive.
In addition to various screenings,
tests and dental checks that are
offered, there are many health
tips and teaching moments at
each station.

It costs approximately $10.00 to
compile a complete health kit if
you shop at dollar stores. You can
also donate individual items. If you
are donating a complete health kit,
please pack the items in a gallon
size clear sealable plastic bag.
Donations may be placed in the
collection bin located in the back
of the sanctuary. (By June 16)
Please contact Joan Lockard with
questions. Thank you for helping
support this important mission.

Items needed for the health kits are listed below:
Toothbrush (individually wrapped)

Tooth paste (6.4 oz.)

Dental Floss

Bath size bar of soap

Shampoo (15 oz. min.)

Chapstick

Conditioner (15 oz. min.)

Washcloth

Deodorant
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May Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Dorcas Circle and
Presbyterian Women will
meet Tuesday, May 14 at
7:00 pm in the Church
Library.
We will finish up our current study
led by Joan Lockard. Elaine
Watterworth will lead our meeting
and share a devotion. Dessert to
be provided by Dorothy
Harrington.

Rachel Circle
The ladies of Rachel
Circle will meet on
Thursday, May 9th
at 12:30 pm at Lakeside Family
Restaurant. It is located on
Schoenherr just S. of Lakeside Mall
behind the Kroger Gas Station.
Come and join us for good
conversation and tasty food!

All women are invited to attend.

Easter Mission Food Basket Thanks
On Saturday, April 13th, NLPC
assembled and delivered food
baskets and Easter candy baskets
to 13 families, easing their food
insecurity and helping them enjoy
Easter. A total of 68 people
received food to prepare 1,430
meals. In addition, 35 children
each received an Easter candy
basket. Thank you to all who
donated money and/or
nonperishable food. Thank you to
the Easter Food Basket Teams:

1) Shopping Team of Julie and Lou
Angyal, Bob Hitchcock, and James
Tomlinson, and 2) Assembly and
Delivery Team of Lou Angyal, Phil
Cunningham, AnnMarie Ekpo, Sue
and Chuck Gough, Bob Hitchcock,
Jodie Horan, Matthew and Danielle
Hurst, Margie Hurst, Dave
Konikson, Marge Kunz, Don Soule,
and James Tomlinson. We made a
positive difference in the lives of
these families. NLPC's next Food
Basket Delivery is scheduled for
Saturday, June 29, 2019.

NLPC March Finance Report
3/31/2019 Cash Balance
$34,588.74

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
$ 716.28

YTD Change
$ 3,611.90

YTD Budget
$ 44,403.00
$ 51,468.00

YTD Actual
$60,101.20
$ 43,716.46

($ 7,065.00 )

$ 16,384.74

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Justin Wright –Marilyn
Wright’s grandson
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Oakmont Supports Food Baskets

One Great Hour
of Sharing
Update
The mission
committee would
like to thank
everyone for
their generous
donations to One
Great Hour of
Sharing.
New Life has
collected $205
to date.

NLPC’s Food Baskets Program’s
new partner, Oakmont Sterling
Senior Living, continues to support
Food Baskets by donating nearly
$200.00 of food to Easter Food
Baskets. Oakmont Communities
has several facilities throughout
Metropolitan Detroit; one is
located at 41255 Pond View Drive
in Sterling Heights between Ryan
and Dequindre roads on 18 Mile
Road. Oakmont Sterling offers
Independent and Enhanced
Independent living options
tailored to the needs of their
residents: This family-owned
business has been providing high
quality retirement living for more
than 20 years. Oakmont services
include housekeeping and
laundry services as well as
transportation to and from doctor
appointments, grocery stores,
banks, and entertainment venues.

Daily activities are planned for
residents by Oakmont’s full time
Activity Director. For more
information, contact Sonia at 586739-9494, visit their website,
www.oakmontcommunities.com or
visit Oakmont Communities on
Facebook. Serving seniors is
Oakmont’s passion. NLPC Food
Baskets continues to be excited
with our partnership with
Oakmont, who plans to support all
four of NLPC’s 2019 food basket
deliveries. Please consider
Oakmont Communities for your
senior living needs.

Thank you!!

2019 Vacation Bible School
Watch Sunday bulletins for more
details and supply and snack
donation opportunities!

Vacation Bible School will be held
June 21 - 23 . All ages welcome!
Call the church office to register.

If you would like to volunteer your
time or talents in other areas
please contact Lori Haralson,
Karen Tuck or Wendy Quick.

Landscape Adoption!
We are looking for individuals
who like to work in the gardens
around the church. If you are
skilled in weeding and trimming
and enjoy yard work, contact Phil
Cunningham at 586-306-9985.

Together we can
keep our landscape
beautiful!
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org

FEBRUARY 2019

www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Edyta Jaros
Music Director

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Sana Mansour
Child Care Supervisor

Shelley Claeys
Secretary

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konikson, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Dorothy Harrington
Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth,
Francis Booth, Lou Angyal

