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A potluck lunch is planned as 
well so watch for further 

details in upcoming Sunday 
Bulletins. 

Mark your calendars now so 

you won’t miss this 
informative gathering and 

fellowship opportunity. 

The Annual Gathering of the 
Congregation where the 2018 

Annual Report will be 
presented is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 17, 2019 

after worship. 

All Boards, Committees, and 

Groups within the 
congregation who have not 
yet submitted a report are 

asked to do so as soon as 
possible.   

Please submit your reports in 
electronic format either on a  
CD or by emailing it to: 

office@newlifepresby.org (2 
to 4 PowerPoint slides would 
be fine) 

Annual Gathering—Sunday, February 17, 2019 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary, 

"Then God said,  

Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,  

so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,  

over the livestock and all the wild animals,  

and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  

So God created mankind in his own image,  

in the image of God he created them;  

male and female he created them. 
 

[Genesis 1:26-27 ] 

 

Do the words fun, creative, and exciting come to mind when you think of the life of our church?  Or 

do the words stuck, exhausted, and anxious come to mind instead?  Unfortunately, the latter list can 

fit too well in describing our faith journey together in the life of our church right now.  Indeed, the 
current circumstances can make us feel driven to do the work of the church, because we feel that 

we must, rather than drawn to follow in the ways of Jesus, because we feel inspired to do so. 

In the modern world, there is a desire for creativity and drive toward innovation.  Consequently, 

the world and our culture are changing rapidly.  When we look back at the world even just 50 

years ago, it becomes clear that the current generation is required to adjust to changes that our 
ancestors only a few generations ago could not have imagined. All this change can make us dizzy. 

In response, we tend to turn to the church looking for continuity and stability.  Afterall the church 

is the protector of tradition.  In our emphasis upon tradition, however, the church can undervalue 
creativity. 

God is the Creator.  God’s primary work is the act of creation. In giving humanity the power to 
subdue the earth and have dominion over it, God has chosen to make us “co-workers” in the 

ongoing work of creation.  Created in God’s image, we are invited to be co-creators with God.  

Indeed, we are called to cooperate with God in making the world a better place.  This makes 
creativity an essential part of living a spiritual life. Whatever God does involves an in-breaking of 

new awareness. With every new awareness we are called to break out of whatever box we are 

caught in and to follow the Spirit into new territory. Creativity is an essential part of our spiritual 
journey.   

As we journey together in worship during the next six weeks, we will seek to connect with our 
inherent creativity and to nurture this gift given to humanity.  By connecting with God’s creative 

Spirit, our energy will be renewed.  Then, we will have fun in worship; we will become creative in 

our problem solving, and we will rediscover our excitement about doing ministry.  Let us be 
drawn into God’s life of creativity!!! 

In God’s creative love expressed in Christ Jesus, 

 

 

Pastor Mary   
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  
February 6 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
plan for the Spring 

Program. 

Contagious Christians  

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

Have you ever thought of Christian faith as something that is contagious?  
Rather like a disease that you catch?  What would it take for your faith to  
become contagious, so that other people actually wanted to be caught by God? 
On Thursdays our Prayer Group continues to study what it means to be 
Contagious Christians.  Come join with us and find out!   

Thursday Prayer/Study Group 

Spark House All Kids program continues with studies from the Old 
Testament.  The children meet at 11:45 AM, following the Sunday worship 
service.  All are encouraged to attend. 

Faith Lessons - Walk as Jesus Walked  

Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm  

Becoming a disciple of Jesus demands more than merely a deep commitment to 
the text and complete devotion to Christian community. The Messiah is king, and 
believers are called to pick up their crosses in daily pursuit after becoming like 
Him. Come join us for another insightful series by Ray Vander Laan—a noted 
historian and teacher—and rediscover the fierce passion of the apostle Paul and 
our early Christian brothers and sisters as the rabbi leads you through cities such 
as Aphrodisias, Antioch Pisidia, Lystra, and Cappadocia in ancient Asia Minor.  

Faith Lessons Video Series 

Sunday School 

Soup and Study! 

CHRISTIAN: It’s Not What You Think  

Thursdays: 6:00 pm                   Beginning on February 7th 

Have you ever stopped to wonder what it means to be Christian? Curiously, 
the term is never used in Scripture. Instead, Christian was a label used by 
outsiders to define Jesus’ followers. Jesus referenced ‘disciple’ as the key 
word he used to describe his supporters along with the fact that they would  
be known for their love – a novel concept for their time – and ours today. 

Through eight engaging and enlightening sessions, we will listen to best-
selling author and pastor, Andy Stanley, unpack the qualities Jesus prescribes 
for his followers that made them unique. What if believers today embodied 
these traits? Would the non-believing world put aside its definition of 
‘Christian’ and instead know us by our love? 

Explore this question and more with us Thursday evenings at 6:00 pm as  
we share soup, break bread and challenge what you think!  

The Faith 
Lessons Video 
Series will be 
ending soon.  
We will begin 
the same study 
topic as the 
Thursday night 
Soup & Study 
program– 
CHRISTIAN:  
It’s Not What 
You Think–  
just without the 
soup!  
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2018 was a record year for food 
baskets, serving a total of 49 

families; the most ever.  Food 

Baskets now has two partners; 
Meijer and a new partner: Oakmont 

Sterling Senior Care.  Through the 

combined donations from NLPC 
members, Deacons, Session, Meijer, 

and Oakmont Sterling, food to 

prepare 6,130 meals was delivered 
to a total of 291 people, of which 149 

were children.   In addition to easing 
their food insecurity, 34 children 

received Easter Candy Baskets, and 

40 children received Christmas 
presents, helping them and their 

parents enjoy the holidays.  A 

mission outreach program of this 
magnitude requires many generous 

hearts, and many willing arms and 

legs.  First and foremost, thank you 
to all NLPC members who donated 

money and/or non-perishable food 

to make this program so successful.   

Furthermore, thank you to the 

willing arms and legs who helped 
with: 1) shopping for food and gift 

items, and/or 2) assembling the 

baskets in Agape Hall, and/or 3) 
delivering the baskets and gifts to 

the families.  Lastly, thank you to 

Sue and Chuck Gough for their 
partnership, and their devotion to 

help feed those in need.  We made 
a significant impact to these families 

this year.  In 2019, let’s continue to 

grow Food Baskets and target 
helping 50 families.  Four deliveries 

are planned:  

1) Easter Baskets on April 13,  
2) Summer Baskets in late June,  

3) Thanksgiving Baskets  

     on Nov. 16, and 
4) Christmas  

     Baskets on 

     Dec. 21. 

Mission Food Baskets Summary 

2018 Blood Drive Summary 

The 2018  

annual giving 
statements 

have been 

emailed to 
those who 

have an email 

on file with 
the church 

office. 
Printed 

statements 

were printed 
and are in the 

Narthex for 

those who do 
not have an 

email on file.   

If you did not 

receive a 

statement, 
please call 

the church 

office to have 
one prepared 

for you.  

Thank you! 

2018 was NLPC’s second highest 
year for blood donations, collecting 

a total of 160 units and saving 480 

lives.  Four blood drives were 
hosted: 1) March 1 collected 39 

units, 2) June 14 collected 41 units, 

3) August 16 collected 43 units, and 
4) November 14 collected 37 units.  

Furthermore, in recognition of 

NLPC’s commitment and dedication 
to the American Red Cross Blood 

Drives, we became part of their 
Premier Blood Partners Program.  

Our neighbors also recognize the 

value of “the pie church’s” blood 
drives as over 90% of the donors 

are not members of NLPC.   

These significant accomplishments 

require a coordinated effort by 
many.  Thank you to all of the 

members of NLPC supporting our 

Blood Drives.  Specifically, our five 
life saving teams: 1) Team of NLPC 

donors, 2) Baking Team, 3) Canteen 

Hosting Team, 4) Signs and 
Advertising Team, and 5) 

Scheduling Team.  

In 2019, four  

Blood Drives are 

scheduled;  
March 14, June 13, 

August 15, and 
November 14.     
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Dorcas Circle and 

Presbyterian Women will 
meet at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, February 12th in 

the Church Library. We 
will continue with our Study Lesson 

led by Joan Lockard. Dessert will 

be provided. All ladies are invited 
to join us.  
 

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle does 

not meet in the winter 

months.  

See you in the Spring! 

 

 

 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Justin Wright –Marilyn 
Wright’s grandson 

Bible Journaling Retreat 

BIBLE ART JOURNALING  
DAY RETREAT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2ND  
from 10 AM to 3 PM  

Cost Only $5 which again includes 

lunch! 
 

Come travel along again for 

“Picture the Journey: How Bible 
Art Journaling can Color your 

Spiritual Walk,” a new artistic way 

to interact with His Word.  Join 
Marge McGuire and friends for 

worship and a meal as she shares 
how she allows her creativity and 

faith to intersect.   

Looking for an opportunity to invite 
a newcomer… friend… neighbor… 

co-worker? A wonderful event for 

them to experience church 
fellowship in a fun, new way!  

Flyers are available in the narthex 

to make reaching out easier! 

Register using the church website 

www.newlifepresby.org with 
EventBrite or with Shelley in the 

office. 

Contact Shayla Hansen at 586-733-

6576 for more information. 

NLPC December Finance Report 

12/31/2018 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$30,976.84      (  $9,531.87)    (  $  17,381.82) 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $189,724.00   $186,095.36  

Expense  $203,917.00  $194,416.29 

Total    ($ 14,193.00 )   ( $ 8,320.93) 
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Welcome, Oakmont Sterling! 

NLPC’s Food Baskets Program 
welcomes a new partner: 

Oakmont Sterling Senior Living, 

who donated nearly $200.00 of 
food to Christmas Food Baskets.  

Oakmont Communities has 

several facilities throughout 
Metropolitan Detroit; one is 

located at 41255 Pond View Drive 

in Sterling Heights between Ryan 
and Dequindre on 18 Mile Road.  

Oakmont Sterling offers 
Independent and Enhanced 

Independent living options 

tailored to the needs of their 
residents: This family-owned 

business has been providing high 

quality retirement living for more 
than 20 years.  Oakmont services 

include housekeeping and 

laundry services as well as 
transportation to and from doctor 

appointments, grocery stores, 

banks, and entertainment venues.   

Daily activities are planned for 
residents by Oakmont’s full time 

Activity Director.  For more 

information, contact Sonia at 586-
739-9494, visit their website, 

www.oakmontcommunities.com or 

visit Oakmont Communities on 
Facebook.  Serving seniors is 

Oakmont’s passion.  NLPC 

welcomes Oakmont Sterling and 
looks forward to continuing our 

partnership in 2019.  Please 
consider Oakmont Communities 

for your senior living needs. 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

for 

Elders and Deacons 

(Members of the PNC are also 
welcome to join with us.) 

February 9th  
9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

at New Life Presbyterian Church 

Calling All Elders & Deacons! 

The theme of the retreat will be 

“What Next?” 

Please be sure to contact the 

church office to RSVP and to say 
what dish you will share. Watch 

your inbox for more details 

coming very soon!   

2019 Stewardship  

Just a reminder that if you still 
intend to submit a commitment for 

2019, please do so as soon as 

possible.  Your commitments 
impact the future of NLPC and.  

 

Also help the session prepare the 
most accurate budget for 

programs and mission in the 

coming year. 

Thanks for your continued 

generosity! 

 

 

 
 

Per Capita for the 

year 2019 is $28.55 

per church member. 

If every member paid 

their per capita,  

New Life would have 

$3,939.90 more 

available for 

programs and 

missions.  

You may use the blue 

“Per Capita” 

envelope included 

with your offering 

envelope pack or 

clearly mark your 

contribution as  

“per capita”.  

Feel free to contact 

the church office for 

more details. 
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New Life Fellowship’s 

DINNER FOR 8- 

It went great!!! 

SO 
we’re going to do it again… 

 

Each group will be meeting for 
dinner over the next few months.  

 

Dinner for 8 

It will be a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know one 

another better through sharing 

food, fellowship, and fun! 

If you would like to participate, 

we will be organizing new 
groups in February. 

If you are interested in joining in 

the 3F’s, look for a sign-up on the 
bulletin board. 

Extended Communion  

A new committee of elders and 
deacons has been formed to offer 

Extended Communion to anyone 

who is shut in: at home, in the 
hospital or in rehabilitation.  Pastor 

Mary has trained these elders and 

deacons on how to share the 
elements and there is an 

abbreviated worship service to 

accompany communion. 

This service is available on the first 

Sunday of each month.  

If you know anyone interested 
in receiving communion in this 

manner please contact Dorothy 

Harrington at 586-552-7969 by 
the Thursday prior to the first 

Sunday of the month.  This will 

allow time to make 
arrangements to serve all who 

request this service.  

February Birthdays 

Feb 2    Lori Haralson 

Feb 4    Kristen Harris 

Feb 4    Kathleen Hastie 

Feb 5    Karen Border 

Feb 8    Joyce Harrison 

Feb 9    Adam Skelly 

Feb 10  Carlene Kneebone 

Feb 13  Jessica Angyal 

Feb 13  Marina Kaiser 

Feb 14  Chad Rutherford 

Feb 15   Marilyn Anderson 

Feb 17  Veronica Ekpo 

Feb 17  Josia Iobst 

Feb 18  Claudia Kirkland 

Feb 19  Cheryl Rockey 

Feb 19  Michele Short 

Feb 23  George Steiger 

Feb 24  Scott Lockard 

Feb 25  Judy Doverspike 

Feb 27  Emily Araszkiewicz 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2019 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

                  Edyta Jaros               Sana Mansour   Shelley Claeys 

               Music Director               Child Care Supervisor        Secretary 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konik-

son, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth, 

Francis Booth, Lou Angyal, Bruce Duff,  


