January 2019

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Annual Gathering—Sunday, February 17, 2019
The Annual Gathering of the
Congregation where the 2018
Annual Report will be presented
is scheduled for Sunday,
February 17, 2019 after worship.
All Boards, Committees, and
Groups within the congregation
are reminded to have their
annual reports in the church
office by Tuesday, January 29.

office@newlifepresby.org (2 to 4
PowerPoint slides would be fine)
A potluck lunch is planned as well
so watch for further details in
upcoming Sunday Bulletins.
Mark your calendars now so you
won’t miss this informative
gathering and fellowship
opportunity.

Please submit your reports in
electronic format either on a
CD or by emailing it to:

Consider Paying Per Capita in 2019
One of the regular expenses in
our church budget is Per Capita,
a yearly apportionment that
each Presbyterian congregation
is asked to pay to cover the
administrative costs of the
governing bodies of the
PC (USA).
Per Capita for the year 2019
is $28.55 per church member.
If each member of New Life
contributed an extra $28.55
the church budget would have
an extra $3,939.90, allowing all
other contributions to go
directly to program and mission.

If you are willing to contribute
the Per Capita amount, please
multiply $28.55 by the
number of church members
in your family.
Use the PER CAPITA envelope
included with your offering
envelopes or mark your
contribution “Per Capita”, so it
can be properly credited.
Thanks be to God for all your
support.
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Greetings from Pastor Mary,
Surely you have heard about Christ and were taught in him,
as truth is in Jesus.
You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self ...
AND
to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,
AND
to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God ...
[Ephesians 4:21-24 ]

It’s that time of year again!!!
With the coming of a New Year, we set our minds to yet another list of New Year’s resolutions.
We’re going to lose weight, get more exercise, get more sleep, drink less, stop smoking, watch
less television, read more, be more social, be more friendly, spend more time with family,
become more organized, quit procrastinating ... the list goes on. It is that time of year, when we
yearn to change our bodies, to change our habits, and to change our life-styles. In short, we yearn
to become better people.
We yearn to become better people, yet when a New Year comes around, we rarely give thought to
changing our souls. In 2019, I would like to challenge you to try something different. I would
challenge you to focus less on changing your body, your habits, and your lifestyle and focus more
on living more faith-filled lives.
Indeed, I challenge each of you to resolve to carry the lessons of our Advent Season through into
the New Year. Resolve to be intentionally peaceful, intentionally joyful, intentionally loving, and
intentionally hopeful by:
•
•
•
•

Seeking peace in the midst of the chaos and noise of life by letting Jesus set the pace
Looking for the positive in life rather than the negative by literally counting your blessings
daily
Letting God’s gracious love live in you through action
Living a life guided more by hope than by fear.

When we choose to walk more intentionally with God, we become new people. Specifically, we
become more joy-full, hope-full, full of love, and peace-full. As new people constantly re-newed
in the likeness of God, our best selves come out! Be your best self ... SPIRITUALLY ... during the
upcoming year!!!

Pastor Mary
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Sunday School
We have programs for adults and children that begin at 12:00 noon. We
hope you can join us!
Children’s Program– our Spark House All Kids program continues with
studies from the Old Testament.
Adult Program- CHRISTIAN: It’s Not What You Think
Have you ever stopped to wonder, what it means to be Christian? Curiously,
the term is never used in Scripture. Instead, Christian was a label used by
outsiders to define Jesus’ followers. Have you ever wondered why people
love Jesus but don’t care for his followers? Through eight engaging and
enlightening sessions, Andy Stanley—a pastor and bestselling author—will
examine the characteristics Jesus used to define those who followed him. The
qualities, which Jesus prescribed for his followers, made them unique in the
ancient world. What if believers today embodied these traits? Would the non
-believing world put aside its definition of ’Christian’ and instead recognize
the true Jesus in us? This DVD based study will push us all to become better
followers of Christ.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons - Walk as Jesus Walked
Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
Becoming a disciple of Jesus demands more than merely a deep commitment to
the text and complete devotion to Christian community. The Messiah is king, and
believers are called to pick up their crosses in daily pursuit after becoming like
Him. Come join us for another insightful series by Ray Vander Laan—a noted
historian and teacher—and rediscover the fierce passion of the apostle Paul and
our early Christian brothers and sisters as the rabbi leads you through cities such
as Aphrodisias, Antioch Pisidia, Lystra, and Cappadocia in ancient Asia Minor.

Thursday Prayer/Study Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
[Acts 1:8]

Have you ever thought of Christian faith as something that is contagious?
Rather like a disease that you catch? What would it take for your faith to
become contagious, so that other people actually wanted to be caught by God?
On Thursdays our Prayer Group continues to study what it means to be
Contagious Christians. Come join with us and find out!

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
January 2
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
plan for the Spring
Program.
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Thank You
On Saturday, December 22nd, NLPC
assembled and delivered food
baskets and Christmas gifts to 16
families in Macomb County, easing
their food insecurity and helping
them enjoy their holidays. A total of
83 people received enough food for
over 1,740 meals. In addition, the 41
children in these families each
received a Christmas gift. Thank you
to all who donated money and/or
bought gifts for the children. Thank
you to the Christmas Food Basket
Teams:
1) Shopping Team of Julie Angyal,
Bob Hitchcock, Dave and Cheryl
Konikson, and Denise Pauley, and

The 2018
annual giving
statements will
be distributed
in the latter
part of January.
We will email
statements to
those who have
an email on file
with the church
office. Please
be sure we
have your
current email
address.
Printed
statements will
be placed in
the narthex for
pick up by
those who do
not have an
email on file.

2) Assembly and Delivery Team of
Lou Angyal, Bill and Calli Bowman,
Phil Cunningham, Bob Hitchcock,
Shayla and Troy Hansen, Shirley
Honor, Matthew and Danielle Hurst,
Margie Hurst, Dave Konikson, Larry
McGill, Denise Pauley, Cheryl
Rockey, Don Soule, and James
Tomlinson. And, a special thank
you to Chuck and Sue Gough for
managing and facilitating all of the
activities for the Giving Tree and
Christmas gifts. We made a
difference in the lives of these
families.

2019 Elder Assignments
At their first meeting following the congregational election of the
Elder Class of 2021, the following Committee Chair assignments were
made. Questions regarding the various areas should be directed to the
designated chair.

COMMITTEE
Clerk of Session
Membership
Discipleship

2019 CHAIR
Valerie Robbins
Frank Kunz
Lori Haralson

Finance/Stewardship
Fellowship
Mission/Outreach
Nominating
Personnel

Charles Gough
Shayla Hansen
Sharon Gire
Sharon Gire
Frank Kunz

Properties
Technology
Worship

Dave Konikson
Bill Bowman
Marge Kunz

Youth

Callie Bowman-Tomlinson
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January Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Dorcas Circle and
Presbyterian Women will
meet at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 8th in
the Church Library. We
will continue our current study.
Dessert will be served. Please plan
to join us!

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle does
not meet in the winter
months.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–

See you in the Spring!

• Mike Stroud- US Air

US Air Force

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Justin Wright –Marilyn
Wright’s grandson

Committee Annual Reports
Don’t forget the Annual Reports
are due in the church office no
later than January 29th so that we
can present the full report at our
Congregational Gathering on
February 17th.

Please submit your reports in
electronic format either on a CD
or by emailing it to
office@newlifepresby.org.
(2 to 4 PowerPoint slides would be
perfect).

PNC Update
The PNC is please to report that
Presbytery COM has approved our
Ministry Information Form and we
are currently receiving resumes.
The PNC will evaluate them and
begin interviewing those who are
deemed to be a good fit.

Please pray for God’s
guidance for our
committee as we move
forward toward
selecting a new pastor
here at NLPC.

Special Congregational Meeting
The Session has called a Special
Congregational Meeting for the
purpose of presenting a proposal
to sell the Clinton Township
property and to seek approval
from the congregation to request

permission from the
Presbytery Trustees to
pursue the sale of that
property.
Please plan to attend.

New Life PC
received the
Christmas Joy
offering throughout
the Advent season.
Your generosity
resulted in a total
collection of $292,
helping provide
opportunities for
students to attend
Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools
and colleges and
helping the families
of active and retired
church workers.
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Offering Envelopes for 2019
Offering Envelopes for 2019 are
still available for pick up in the
Narthex. All persons who returned
a Stewardship Commitment Card
have a box of envelopes, as well as
those who have requested
envelopes in the past.

If you do not see a box of
envelopes in your name and would
like to have them, please request
them through the church office.

Shop at Meijer to Say Thanks
The Meijer store on Hall Road at Hayes has partnered with NLPC on
our Food Basket Program by donating $500 toward our Christmas
Food Baskets and also donated money to help fund the food purchases
for our June Food Baskets. Meijer's contribution enables NLPC to grow
our Food Basket Program and help more families. Let's thank Meijer at
Hall and Hayes by shopping there.

2019 Calendars
Complimentary 2019 Calendars are available in the narthex.
Please feel free to take one to help stay organized in the coming year.

NLPC November Finance Report
11/30/2018 Cash Balance
$40,508.71

Monthly Change
( $ 688.90)

YTD Change
( $ 7,849.95)

Income
Expense

YTD Budget
$173,915.00
$186,972.00

YTD Actual
$165,629.33
$164,935.99

Total

($ 13,057.00 )

$ 693.34

2019 Stewardship Update
We have currently received 47
promise cards from those who
have pledged your commitment
for the upcoming year.
If you still intend to submit a
commitment for 2019, please do so

by January 10 at the latest to help
the session prepare the most
accurate budget for programs and
mission in the coming year.
Thanks for your continued
generosity!
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New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Edyta Jaros
Music Director

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Sana Mansour
Child Care Supervisor

Shelley Claeys
Secretary

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konikson, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth,
Francis Booth, Lou Angyal, Bruce Duff,

