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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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The Peace & Global Witness 

Offering supports Presbyterian 
ministries of peacemaking and 

witnessing to the peace of 
Christ.   

The church of every time and 

place wrestles with the distance 
between our immediate desires 
and God’s desires for all 

creation.  The times we are 
living in are no different and we 

hold fast to our faith that God’s 
peace is without boundaries.   In 

God’s time, our expectations 
can be expanded by God’s 
faithfulness.  

The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering encourages the church 
of our time to cast off anxiety 

and fear, discord and division, 
and embrace our reconciling 

God’s mission to those around 
the corner and around the 

world. 

May this season of peace 

quiet the anxiety of each of 
us as we pray and take 

action for God’s peace at all 
times in all ways. 

The Peace & Global Witness 

Offering will be collected on  
World Communion Sunday, 
October 7, 2018. Please give 

generously.  When we all do 
a little, it adds up to a lot.  

Twenty-five percent of our 

offering will be retained at 
NLPC to support 

peacemaking in our 
community.  
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Greetings from Pastor Mary 

Moses said: “Show me your glory, I pray!”  

(Exodus 33:18) 

 
As the people of Israel journeyed through the wilderness waiting to enter the Promised Land, 

Moses would take a tent outside their camp and pitch it far off from the camp.  Moses called this 
tent, the tent of meeting, because when Moses entered this tent, a pillar of cloud would descend 

and stand at the entrance of the tent.  There the Lord God would speak to Moses face-to-face as 
one speaks to a friend.  Moses said: “Show me you glory, I pray! ...  For how will we be distinct 

from the other people of the earth, if we do not find favor in your sight.” So, God let his glory 

shine in the midst of the people of Israel. 

 

These past years have been a sort of wilderness experience for the people of New Life 

Presbyterian Church.  There have been many transitions including the coming together of two 
church families, shifts in pastoral leadership, as well as changes in the church building and in the 

life of the church. So much transition can be confusing and disorienting.  Nevertheless, in this 

wilderness time, God has continued to let his glory shine in your midst.  After much praying, 
listening, and analyzing, the Faithful Listeners identified four places in the life of this church 

family, where God’s glory shines particularly bright: 

 

 *  In your love and compassion for one another and those who come into your midst. 

 *  In your dedication to feeding people in body and in spirit. 

 *  In the vitality of your worship services especially through the offerings of music. 

 *  In your desire to embrace everyone no matter who they are. 

 

The Faithful Listeners call these your Pillars of Strength, because they are where God’s presence 
is seen most clearly in your midst. These pillars form the core of the updated Self-Study, and—as 

such—these pillars will help to guide the future vision of New Life Presbyterian Church.  Indeed, 

it is the Session’s hope to develop innovative ways to have a positive impact on the surrounding 
community through building on these pillars. This will require that you all target your mission 

through this self-understanding. 

 

Consequently, I am currently presenting a Sermon Series, entitled: “The Glory of God.”  In this 

series, I am presenting the Pillars of Strength—identified by the Faithful Listeners—as well as the 
ways that they believe God is calling you to serve in the near future.  If you are unable to worship 

with us during this time, please avail yourself of the recording sermons that are available on our 

website.  This way you, too, can share in the vision that the Faithful Listeners have developed for 
this community.  Or, better yet ... you could read the updated Self-Study yourself!   (Copies are 

available in the library.) 

 

Bless you all on this journey ... 

 



Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

[Acts 1:8] 
 

Have you ever thought of Christian faith as something that is contagious?  
Rather like a disease that you catch?  What would it take for your faith to  
become contagious, so that other people actually wanted to be caught by God? 
On Thursdays our Prayer Group continues to study what it means to be 
Contagious Christians.  Come join with us and find out!   

Thursday Prayer/Study Group 

Welcome Back! 
Our Sunday School programs began on September 16.  We have programs 
for adults and children that begin at 12:00 noon.  We hope you can join us!  

Children’s Program– our Spark House All Kids program continues with 
studies from the Books of Genesis and Exodus.  

Adult Program- CHRISTIAN: It’s Not What You Think    

Have you ever stopped to wonder, what it means to be Christian?  Curiously, 
the term is never used in Scripture.  Instead, Christian was a label used by 
outsiders to define Jesus’ followers.  Have you ever wondered why people 
love Jesus but don’t care for his followers?  Through eight engaging and 
enlightening sessions, Andy Stanley—a pastor and bestselling author—will 
examine the characteristics Jesus used to define those who followed him. The 
qualities, which Jesus prescribed for his followers, made them unique in the 
ancient world.  What if believers today embodied these traits? Would the non
-believing world put aside its definition of ’Christian’ and instead recognize 
the true Jesus in us?  This DVD based study will push us all to become better 
followers of Christ. 
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Faith Lessons - Walk as Jesus Walked  

Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm  

Becoming a disciple of Jesus demands more than merely a deep commitment to 
the text and complete devotion to Christian community. The Messiah is king, and 
believers are called to pick up their crosses in daily pursuit after becoming like 
Him. Come join us for another insightful series by Ray Vander Laan—a noted 
historian and teacher—and rediscover the fierce passion of the apostle Paul and 
our early Christian brothers and sisters as the rabbi leads you through cities such 
as Aphrodisias, Antioch Pisidia, Lystra, and Cappadocia in ancient Asia Minor.  

Faith Lessons Video Series 
The Discipleship 

Growth Committee 
will meet on 
Wednesday, 
October 10th  
at 7:00 PM. 

Please join us and 
share your talents 

with our team! 

Sunday School  
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New Life Fellowship’s 

DINNER FOR 8 

Was great! 

So we’re gonna do it again! 

It has been a wonderful 

opportunity to get to know one 

another better through sharing 
food, fellowship, and fun! 

If you didn’t join a group this 
time, it’s not too late. 

Dinner for 8 

We will be mixing it up and 
organizing new groups soon. 

 

If you are interested in joining in 

the 3F’s, look for sign-ups in a few 

weeks.  

Country Picnic Thanks 

A big thank you goes out to the 
deacons, potluck contributors and 

all the volunteers who worked 

together to make our Annual 
Church Picnic a success! Everyone 

enjoyed a good meal and 

wonderful fellowship.  Thank you! 

Newlyweds! 

Congratulations go out to 
Matthew Hurst and Danielle 

Melchior who were married here 

at New Life PC on Saturday, 
September 29th.   Best wishes for 

a lifetime of happiness as 

husband and wife! 

New Life Eco Challenge 

As a follow up to Pastor Mary’s 
Caring for Creation     sermon 

series, we are inviting all 

members and friends to challenge 
one another to participate in 

activities that can make a 

difference to our environment. 

Check out the Eco Challenge 
bulletin board to 

see how you can 

participate!   

 

Per Capita for the 
year 2018  

is $26.33 per 
church member.  

This  yearly 

apportionment 
covers the 

administrative 

costs of the 
governing bodies 

of the PC (USA).   

Please consider 

paying your share 

of this 
apportionment if 

you have not 
already done so.  

Thank you for 

your cooperation!   



October Fellowship Gatherings 
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Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle 

meets for lunch on 
Thursday, October 11th 

at 12:30 pm at the Lakeside Family 

Restaurant.  It is located S. of 
Lakeside Mall behind the Kroger 

Gas Station.   

All ladies are welcome to join us 
for a tasty lunch and great 

conversation. Please let Lynn  

know if you will attend. 

Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian  

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle  
will meet on  

Tuesday, October 9th  

at 7:00 pm in the church 
library. We will continue 

with our current study on Hebrews 

with Joan leading us. Sandy will 
provide our dessert. We welcome 

all ladies to join us.  

 

• SrA Shawn Konikson-
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud-  
US Air Force (Shirley  
       Coar’s grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested 
by Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

NLPC August Finance Report 

08/31/2018 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$43,451.19     ( $  2,275.14)  ( $   4,907.47) 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 126,482.00   $  124,054.56  

Expense  $ 135,978.00    $ 122,703.08  

Total  $ (9,496.00)   $   1,351.48 

   

Take the Next Step!  

Are you thinking about becoming 
part of the New Life Presbyterian 

Church Family? 

We would love to adopt you as 

one of our own! 

We will soon be offering an 
Inquiry Class for anyone 

interested in learning about our 

church. 

If you are 

interested in 
learning about 

membership, 

please talk to 
Pastor Mary. 
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In our effort to listen for God’s 

guidance at this pivotal moment in 

the life of our church, the Session has 

posted a book on the bulletin board 

in the hall.  This book –entitled Old 

and New—is for ideas.  The church 

leadership would like to hear about 

your ideas of things the church 

family might do to be more 

hospitable to both friends and 

strangers.   

These could be things that the 

church has done in the past, which 

we could do again, or they could 

be things that the church has never 

tried.  Please, share your thoughts 

with your church leaders  ... you 

never know when God is 

whispering to us through you! 

Listening for God’s Whisper 

October Birthdays 

Oct 2 Konrad Araszkiewicz 

Oct 10 Tara Duff 

Oct 10 Warren Schroeder 

Oct 11 Ethan Leaf 

Oct 11 Nelson Shoults 

Oct 12 Donald Soule 

Oct 14 Jeff Turner 

Oct 17 Bruce Duff 

Oct 19 Chuck Gough 

Oct 19 James McBride 

Oct 21 James Haralson 

Oct 28 Peggy Soule 

Oct 29 Joan Lockard 

Oct 29 Anne Rae 

Oct 31 Rob Church 

October Anniversaries 

10/08/1983 Dave & Cheryl Konikson 

10/24/1970 Paul & Margie Hurst 

10/29/1955 William & Anne Rae 

PLEASE  

NOTE 

 

May 

Shorthouse has 
moved to Atria 

Shorehaven!   

Please update 
your records with 
her new address: 

May Shorthouse 

14560 Lakeside Cir. 
     Apt 201 

Sterling Heights  MI 

      48313 

  586-823-6659  
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Children’s Activity Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OCTOBER 2018 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

  
STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, 

Charles Gough, Calli Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,  

Bob Hitchcock  


