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We are very excited to begin 
this year’s Sunday School 

programs on September 16th  
at 12:00 pm. We are looking 

forward to this school year and 
the many resources we have 

available to us! We will be using 
a Sunday School program from 
Spark House designed for 

children ages 3 to 12 years old.   

 

 

A  DVD based study 
exploring what it means to 

be Christian in our daily 
lives is planned for adults 

and will also begin on 
September 16th.   

Please join us for great 

opportunities to learn more 
about God’s work in the 

world and in our lives. 

The 

Discipleship 

Growth 

Committee 

will meet on 

Wednesday, September 5th, 

at 7:00 pm.  

We invite anyone with ideas or 

talents for Christian Education 

for all ages to join us.  If you are 

interested in being a teacher, 

please consider coming to 

observe any of our classes to see 

how you can help! 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary 

If your goals are good, you will be respected. 

(Proverbs 11:27a) 

 
Rick Warren—the author of The Purpose Driven Life and founding pastor of one of America’s largest 
and most influential churches—is often asked:   “Is there any single common denominator that you can 
find in every growing church?”  For many years, Rick studied churches, read about churches, and 
visited churches.  What he learned was that God uses all kinds of churches, in all kinds of different 
ways, with all different methods and styles.  There is, however, one common denominator that he 
found in every growing church regardless of denomination, nationality, style, or size.  The common 
denominator is they have a vision.   

Indeed, Rick Warren points out that nothing changes until someone starts dreaming.  Every 
achievement starts off as an idea in someone’s head.  It starts as a dream; it develops into a vision; and 
it emerges as a goal.  If a church community does not have a goal, then their default goal is to remain 
the same.  Aiming at nothing, the church achieves nothing.  A church without a vision is never going to 
grow ... spiritually or numerically!!! 

Because the church is the Body of Christ, the goal must be consistent with God’s vision for the church 
rather than our own.  This can be a challenge.  How do we acquire God’s vision?  We acquire God’s 
vision by asking:  

•  “What does God want us to do?  

•  How does God want us to do it?  

•  And when does God want us to do it?”  

So that, instead of praying, “God, bless what we are doing;” we pray, “God, help us to do what you 
want to bless.”   

Over the past 6 months, a special group of people gathered together weekly to pray, to plan, to listen, 
and to vision.  This group of “Faithful Listeners” has listened to the dreams expressed by the people 
of New Life Presbyterian Church through the New Beginnings Study and has listened to God’s vision 
for this church family.  And, a set of goals has emerged in the form of an updated Self-Study.  The Self-
Study is now done!  And—I believe—it is done very well.  It does an excellent job of expressing who 
you are as a church family, but more importantly—I believe—it expresses who God is calling you to 
become. 

 

I would like to thank Bill Bowman, Chuck Gough, Matt Hurst, Edyta Jaros and Bernice Rutherford for 
listening faithfully on behalf of New Life Presbyterian Church.  I would like to offer a special thank you 
to Shayla Hansen, Lori Haralson, Marge Kunz, Cheryl Rocky and Paul Winter for their extraordinary 
effort to pull the Self-Study together in its final form over the past few weeks.  This group of dedicated 
people have worked diligently toward listening for God’s guidance in moving their church family in 
the right direction.  Please thank them for their dedication and spiritual insight!!! 

 

AND ... since the task of visioning is truly only just begun ... I would like to ask you each to consider 
serving with the Faithful Listeners as we begin the process of implementing this vision concretely in 
the life of the church.  Wendy Martin and Laura McCool are already helping in this next step of 
listening faithfully.  Bravo !!! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 



Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

[Acts 1:8] 
 

Have you ever thought of Christian faith as something that is contagious?  
Rather like a disease that you catch?  What would it take for your faith to  
become contagious, so that other people actually wanted to be caught by God? 
On Thursdays our Prayer Group continues to study what it means to be 
Contagious Christians.  Come join with us and find out!   

Thursday Prayer/Study Group 

Welcome Back! 
We hope everyone enjoyed the summer and we look forward to the start of 
Sunday School on September 16th at 12:00 noon.  

Children’s Program– our Spark House All Kids program will begin with 
studies from the Book of Genesis.  

Adult Program- CHRISTIAN: It’s Not What You Think    

Have you ever stopped to wonder, what it means to be Christian?  Curiously, 
the term is never used in Scripture.  Instead, Christian was a label used by 
outsiders to define Jesus’ followers.  Have you ever wondered why people 
love Jesus but don’t care for his followers?  Through eight engaging and 
enlightening sessions, Andy Stanley—a pastor and bestselling author—will 
examine the characteristics Jesus used to define those who followed him. The 
qualities, which Jesus prescribed for his followers, made them unique in the 
ancient world.  What if believers today embodied these traits? Would the non
-believing world put aside its definition of ’Christian’ and instead recognize 
the true Jesus in us?  This DVD based study will push us all to become better 
followers of Christ. 
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Faith Lessons in the Dust of the Rabbi  

Mondays: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm  

Do you ever feel like you are a follower of Jesus, but only from a distance?  An 
ancient Jewish proverb says: “Follow the Rabbi, drink in his words, and be 
covered with the dust of his feet.”  Indeed, in the time of Jesus, disciples 
followed their Rabbi so closely that they would be covered in the dust kicked up 
by his sandals as he walked the dry dusty roads. Come join us for another 
insightful series by Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian and teacher—and 
discover how you can get dusty and be closer to you Rabbi, Jesus, by doing what 

Faith Lessons Video Series 
The Discipleship 

Growth Committee 
will meet on 
Wednesday, 

September 5th  
at 7:00 PM. 

Please join us and 
share your talents 

with our team! 

Sunday School  
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New Life Fellowship’s 

DINNER FOR 8 

Is going great! 

BUT 

It is winding down ... 

Each group has been meeting for 
dinner over the past few months. 

It has been a wonderful 

opportunity to get to know one 
another better through sharing 
food, fellowship, and fun! 

Dinner for 8 

If you didn’t join a group this 
time, it’s not too late. 

We will be mixing it up and 
organizing new groups in 

October. 

If you are interested in joining in 
the 3F’s, look for sign-ups in a few 

weeks.  

Take the Next Step!  

Are you thinking about becoming 
part of the New Life Presbyterian 

Church Family? 

We would love to adopt you as 

one of our own! 

We will soon be 

offering an Inquiry 
Class for anyone 

interested in 

learning about our 
church. 

NLPC Annual Picnic! 

 
 

• Food 

• Games 

• Ice Cream 

Sign up on the bulletin board to bring your 

favorite dish to share.  

(Hamburgers, hot dogs & beverages will be provided.) 

NEW LIFE 

Eco Challenge  

As a follow up to 
Pastor Mary’s 

Caring for 

Creation     

sermon series, 
we are inviting 
all members and 

friends to 
challenge one 
another to 

participate in 
activities that can 

make a 
difference to our 
environment. 

Check out the 
Eco Challenge 
bulletin board to 
see how you can 
participate!   



September Fellowship Gatherings 
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Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet for lunch on 
Thursday, September 13th at  

12:30 pm at the Lakeside Family 

Restaurant.  It is located S. of 
Lakeside Mall behind the Kroger 

Gas Station.   

Please come and join us.  

Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian  

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle will meet 
on Tuesday, September 11th  

at 7:00 pm in the church 

library. We will continue our 
current study.  Dessert will be 

served. Please come and join us.  

 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

NLPC July Finance Report 

07/31/2018 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$45,726.33     ( $  1,616.80)  ( $   2,632.33) 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 110,671.00   $ 111,383.33  

Expense  $ 118,980.00    $ 108,774.94  

Total  $ (8,309.00)   $   2,608.39 

   

Red Cross Blood Drive Update 

NLPC hosted our 3rd Blood Drive 
of 2018 on August 16, collecting 43 

units and saving 129 lives.  46 

people presented themselves to 
donate blood; 37 donated Whole 

Blood, 3 donated Double-Red, and 

5 were deferred for minor medical 
reasons.  Our community continues 

to demonstrate the high value they 

place on "the Pie Church's" blood 
drives as 43 of the 46 donors were 

from the community at large and 
three are members of 

NLPC.  Thank-you to all three NLPC 

blood donors, and to all members 
of NLPC's Life Saving Teams:  

1) Baking Team of Julie Angyal, 

Lynn Booth, Sharon Gire, Lori 
Haralson, Margaret North, and 

Amy Shoults, 2) Canteen Hosting 

Team of Lou Angyal, Lynn and 
Francis Booth, Becky Piatek, 

James Tomlinson, and Marilyn 

Wright, 3) Signs by Bob 
Hitchcock, and 4) Scheduling and 

Facilitation by Shelley 
Claeys.  Year to date NLPC has 

collect 123 units of blood, saving 

369 lives.  NLPC's next Blood 
Drive is Thursday, November 15. 
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In our effort to listen for God’s 

guidance at this pivotal moment in 

the life of our church, the Session has 

posted a book on the bulletin board 

in the hall.  This book –entitled Old 

and New—is for ideas.  The church 

leadership would like to hear about 

your ideas of things the church 

family might do to be more 

hospitable to both friends and 

strangers.   

These could be things that the 

church has done in the past, which 

we could do again, or they could 

be things that the church has never 

tried.  Please, share your thoughts 

with your church leaders  ... you 

never know when God is 

whispering to us through you! 

Listening for God’s Whisper 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

The church of every time and place 
wrestles with the distance between 

our immediate desires and God’s 

desires for all creation.  The times we 
are living in are no different and we 

hold fast to our faith that God’s peace 

is without boundaries.   In God’s 
time, our expectations can be 

expanded by God’s faithfulness.  

The Peace & Global Witness Offering 

encourages the church of our time to 

cast off anxiety and fear, discord and 
division, and embrace our 

reconciling God’s mission to those 

around the corner and around the 
world. 

May this season of peace quiet 
the anxiety of each of us as we 

pray and take action for God’s 

peace at all times in all ways. 

The Peace & Global Witness 

Offering will be collected on  
World Communion Sunday, 

October 7, 2018. Please give 

generously.  When we all do a 
little, it adds up to a lot.  

Twenty-five percent of our 
offering will be retained at NLPC 

to support peacemaking in our 

community.  

Please Note 

May Shorthouse has moved to 
Atria Shorehaven!  Please update 
your records with her new address: 

   May Shorthouse 

   14560 Lakeside Circle Apt 201 

  Sterling Heights MI  48313 

   586-823-6659 
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Children’s Activity Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

  
STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, 

Charles Gough, Calli Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,  

Bob Hitchcock  


