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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Mark your calendar– Don’t miss out!!
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Greetings from Pastor Mary
The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected
to frustration, not by its own choice,
but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay
and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time.
(Romans 8:19-22)

In August of 1989, Protestant and Catholic Christians came together in response to the World
Council of Churches’ concern for the Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation in Basel
Switzerland. At that time, the United Church of Canada and eight European churches made a
“Covenantal Agreement Regarding the Threat of Global Warming” with one another and agreed
to work together on the problem giving particular attention to the role of energy. Consequently,
they approached their governments advocating for cooperation in reducing the use of fossil fuels
through energy-saving technologies and the development of renewable energy resources. They
also invited churches in the United States to work with them.
In June of 1990, the 202nd General Assembly of the PCUSA resolved to cooperate with Canadian
and European churches in their ecumenical efforts to resolve this environmental challenge.
Since that time, the PCUSA has advocated for changes in governmental and industrial policies
regarding our energy sources, as well as, advocating for funding of scientific research.
Although such advocacy is important, simply changing governmental policies will not ultimately
resolve the trend toward global warming. Indeed, during the interceding 30 years of church
advocacy the warming trend has actually accelerated.
This particular affliction of creation will only be healed if human individuals make significant
changes in their personal habits and lifestyles. As the children of God, we—Christians—are
called to model for the world such transformed lives. To help each of us begin to make this
needed transformation, there will be Eco-Friendly Tidbits in the Bulletin each week. Look for
these tidbits and consider changing your lifestyle on little bit at a time. Let all of us exemplify
what it means to be children of God trusted to be caregivers of God’s creation!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mary
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Sunday School
No Sunday School,
June through August.
Thanks to our volunteers, VBS was a
success! We hope you all are enjoying
your summer and look forward to
seeing you in September when our fall
programs resume.

Thursday Prayer/Study Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON

“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
[Acts 1:8]

The Greek word for Gospel is evangelium. It means simply “good news.” It
is the root of the word “evangelism.” Before Jesus ascended, he commanded
his followers to go into the world as his witnesses. In response, the Apostles
faithfully went out into the world and became evangelists. Evangelism is a
word that makes most Presbyterians recoil. Any suggestion that we should
be evangelists makes us run for the hills! Yet, as followers of Jesus we are,
indeed, called by Jesus to share the Good News about him. On Thursdays at
11:00, our Prayer Group is continuing to study what it means to be
Contagious Christians. Come join us as we learn how to become the kind of
Christians, who break the “evangelism” stereotype, yet share the Good
News about Jesus.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons on the Early Church
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am
In July, we began another study from the Faith Lessons Series. Experience
the places of history recorded in the Bible for yourself. This in-depth Bible
study, which is recorded on location, will visit the archeological sites of the
Early Church. In this study, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian and
teacher—will help us to understand what gave the early believers the
passion to go out into the world and found the Church. Join us to gain a
better understanding of how the early followers became a light in the
darkness of the ancient world and deepen your own faith through that
understanding.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
August 1st
at 7:00 PM.
We are planning to
finalize the details
of our
fall programs.

Please join us and
share your talents
with our team!
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NLPC’s Vision Statement
To move forward
in faith
forming new relationships
by offering hope through the feeding of body and spirit
in new and innovative ways.

Pastoral Search Progress Report
In an effort to keep everyone informed of the progress being made- and as
a member of the Faithful Listeners and the Elder chair of the Nominating
committee-I would like to share the following update. If you will
remember, Presbytery felt that our self-study did not draw any real
conclusions in regards to where we are now as a church and where would
like to be. To accomplish what is needed, our dedicated group of Faithful
Listeners is spending many hours rewriting that document. We finally have
an end in sight for this daunting project, and expect it to be ready for
submission by early-August. If you also remember, Presbytery did give us
the go-ahead to start forming a PNC. As the people that are tasked with
finding our next permanent Pastor, the PNC has to include a diverse mix of
individuals. There must be a variety of ages and gender represented. The
group will ideally be made up of persons that have worshiped in the
former congregations that we have now combined into New Life
Presbyterian Church. They need to have a solid theological perspective
that is reflective of the conclusions of the self-study. There are talents that
are needed also. Someone needs to be willing to take on the chairmanship
of the committee. We need people who have experience interviewing job
applicants. There is also a need for someone who is capable of writing
well enough to consolidate the results of the self-study with the suggestions
of the committee to produce a job description in the format necessary to be
posted in our search. It is the desire of the Faithful Listeners group and the
Nominating Committee that we have the PNC in place by mid-September.
As we all look at our fall calendars, please keep in mind that an open
availability is also an important factor to consider when deciding upon
your ability to serve. This is especially important in the beginning of the
process. Hopefully this will give everyone a clearer picture of what is
happening, and also give you some important points upon which to pray;
especially if asked to serve on the PNC. An exciting and spirit-filled
journey awaits us. Let’s move forward together to find a leader that will
inspire and guide us through it.
God’s blessings to allLori Haralson
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August Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle meets
for lunch Thursday.
August 9th at 12:30 at Lakeside
Family Dining. It is located S of
Lakeside Mall on E side of
Schoenherr behind the Kroger gas
station. Come and join us. Please
let Lynn Booth (586-781-6753)
know if you will attend.

The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle groups
will not meet in July or
August. Have a great
summer and we will see you in
September when our monthly
meetings resume.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

Red Cross Blood Drive– August 16
The American Red Cross is the
nation’s largest blood collection
organization, supplying
approximately 40 percent of the
blood and blood products used in
our country. Blood supplies usually
run short during the summer
months and this year is no
exception. The Red Cross is
asking for emergency blood
donations of all blood types to help
with the current shortage.

New Life Presbyterian Church will
be hosting a Red Cross blood
drive on Thursday, August 16th,
from 2:00 PM to 7:45 PM
in Agape Hall.
Please consider donating blood
this month. Sign up on the bulletin
board or contact the church office
for more information.

NLPC June Finance Report
06/30/2018 Cash Balance
$47,343.13

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
( $ 4,469.23)

YTD Change
( $ 1,015.53)

YTD Budget
$ 94,860.00
$ 101,982.00

YTD Actual
$ 96,673.56
$ 93,066.53

$ (7,122.00)

$ 3,607.03
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Summer Travels
Summer is here and with it comes
the joy of vacation travel! We hope
that you take advantage of the
wonderful weather and have the
opportunity to share this blissful
time with family and friends.
While the travels of summer may
take you away from our
worshipping community,

we ask that you keep current with
your pledge commitments through
these summer weeks. Even though
you may take a much needed break,
the work of our church
continues. Thank you for your faithful
support and enjoy your vacation
journeys!

Listening for God’s Whisper
In our effort to listen for God’s
guidance at this pivotal moment in
the life of our church, the Session has
posted a book on the bulletin board
in the hall. This book –entitled Old
and New—is for ideas. The church
leadership would like to hear about
your ideas of things the church
family might do to be more
hospitable to both friends and
strangers.

These could be things that the
church has done in the past, which
we could do again, or they could
be things that the church has never
tried. Please, share your thoughts
with your church leaders ... you
never know when God is
whispering to us through you!

Presbyterian Coffee Project
Sing a song, play an
instrument, recite
your favorite Bible
passage,
inspirational poem
or get a group
together and put on
a short skit or choral
reading.
Sign-up on the
Bulletin Board to say
you will share your
gifts with us this
summer!.

The Presbyterian Coffee Project
offers a special link between
congregations and communities
around the world. Churches can now
reach out to neighbors overseas not
only with the prayers and offerings
we give, but with the goods and
products we purchase. A warm cup
of coffee (or tea) in our hands is
perhaps the most tangible daily
connection we have with farmers
around the world. Buying fair trade
through the Presbyterian Coffee
Project ensures that more of the
money we spend on coffee reaches
the hardworking farmers who
actually grow it.

The next fair trade product order
is being assembled for early
September delivery. Individual
12oz bags of coffee are $8 (reg)
and $10 (decaf). Tea is $4.50 for
a 20 bag box and cocoa is $7.50
for a 12 oz can. Consider
splitting a case order with a
friend to get a better price..
Other products are also
available, see Stanley Iobst for
more information.
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Children’s Activity Page

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Calli Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

