
July 2018 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER 

"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  
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Inside this Issue: 

2018 Vacation Bible School Fun 

New Life Presbyterian Church held our annual Vacation Bible School  

on June 22nd and 23rd.  Through the hard work of Karen Tuck, 
Wendy Quick and a dedicated team, Polar Blast  was a huge success! 

Children and adults heard the Gospel, praised God with actions and 

song, and proclaimed the Word together with the entire 
congregation on Sunday morning.   

Look at some of the highlights: 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

Praise him all hi angel; praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining starts! 

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

    [Psalm 148:1-3] 

 
Worship is the central event in the life of a Christian community.  Webster’s Dictionary describes 

worship as an expression of reverence or adoration.  This definition would suggest that our act of 

worship is predominantly about what we do, yet our Christian tradition views our act of worship 
differently.  Although the word “worship” implies that it is predominantly something that we do, 

worship is primarily something God is doing within us. 

 

In worship, God is actively present to us: forgiving us, loving us, and transforming us through 

prayer and through the proclamation of God’s Word in the reading and preaching of Scripture.  
When we respond to God’s presence in faith, God brings healing and restoration to our 

relationships.  Historically the Church has tended to focus on the healing and restoration of our 

relationships with God and with one another.  The Christian tradition, however, also views the 
reconciliation achieved through Christ Jesus as setting us in right relationship with our fellow 

creatures as well.   

 

There are actually an extraordinary number of references throughout Scripture and the historic 

traditions of the Church, which emphasize God as the Creator and God’s consequent care for the 

well-being of other creatures.  In response to current ecological concerns, groups within the 
Church have begun to develop worship liturgies that celebrate a Season of Creation.  During 

these summer months, we will celebrate the beauty of the season by focusing upon Creation and 
how God sets us in right relationship with the world of nature.   

 

Come join us in worship as we celebrate a Season of Creation by recognizing God’s creative 
genius and identifying God’s providential care of all of creation! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

 
 

Pastor Mary   



Page 3 

JULY 2018 

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,  

and to the ends of the earth.” 
[Acts 1:8] 

 
The Greek word for Gospel is evangelium. It means simply “good news.”  It 
is the root of the word “evangelism.” Before Jesus ascended, he commanded 

his followers to go into the world as his witnesses.  In response, the Apostles 

faithfully went out into the world and became evangelists.  Evangelism is a 
word that makes most Presbyterians recoil. Any suggestion that we should 

be evangelists makes us run for the hills! Yet, as followers of Jesus we are, 

indeed, called by Jesus to share the Good News about him.  On Thursdays at 
11:00, our Prayer Group is continuing to study what it means to be 

Contagious Christians.  Come join us as we learn how to become the kind of 

Christians, who break the “evangelism” stereotype, yet share the Good 
News about Jesus. 

Thursday Prayer/Study Group 

Faith Lessons on the Early Church 

Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am  

 

On July 9, we will begin another study from the Faith Lessons Series.  
Experience the places of history recorded in the Bible for yourself. This in-

depth Bible study, which is recorded on location, will visit the archeological 

sites of the Early Church.  In this study, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian 
and teacher—will help us to understand what gave the early believers the 

passion to go out into the world and found the Church.  Join us to gain a 

better understanding of how the early followers became a light in the 
darkness of the ancient world and deepen your own faith through that 

understanding. 

Faith Lessons Video Series 

The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 
will not meet in 

July  
or  

August 

Feel free to join us 
at our  

next meeting on 
September 5th 

at 7 PM when we 
will finalize plans 

for the  
fall program. 

Thank you to all children, teens and 
adults who joined NLPC for our 
Vacation Bible School from  
June 22nd-23rd. 

Whether you attended or volunteered 
your time or resources, YOU helped 
make our program a success! 

2018 VBS 
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NLPC hosted our 2nd Blood Drive on 
June 14, collecting 41 units, saving 123 

lives, and achieving over 120% of our 

goal.  50 neighbors presented 
themselves to donate blood; 35 

donated Whole Blood, 3 donated 

Double-Red, and 12 were deferred for 
minor medical reasons.  Our 

community continues to demonstrate 

the high value they place on "the Pie 
Church's" blood drives as 46 of the 50 

donors are not members of NLPC.  

Thank-you to all four NLPC blood 

donors, and to all members of 
NLPC's Life Saving Teams: 1) Baking 

Team of Julie Angyal, Lynn Booth, 

and Eleanor Pawlitz, 2) Canteen 
Hosting Team of Lynn and Francis 

Booth, Eleanor Pawlitz, and James 

Tomlinson, 3) Signs by Bob 
Hitchcock, and 4) Scheduling and 

Facilitation by Shelley 
Claeys.  NLPC's next Blood Drive is 

Thursday, August 16. 

Blood Drive Update 

Summer Meal Assistance Missions  

New Life Presbyterian Church 
prepared and served a full meal 

to MCREST guests during their 

stay at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church on Saturday, June 23rd.  

Thank you to all who helped in 

this mission project. 

New Life Presbyterian Church 

assembled and delivered 
Summer Food Baskets to  

10 families in need in our 

community On June 30th.   

The Baskets were filled with  food 
and various  household needs, and 

a grocery gift card. 

Thank you to all who helped by 

donating resources or time to help 

assemble and deliver a little help 
to those in our community. 

A big thank you to all those who 

helped to make our programs 
successful in supporting those in 

need during the summer months.  
You are wonderful and 

appreciated! 

To move forward  

in faith 

forming new relationships  

by offering hope through the feeding of body and spirit  

in new and innovative ways. 

NLPC’s Vision Statement 
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Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle ladies 

will meet for lunch on 
Thursday, July 12th at 12:30 pm  

at Lakeside Family Dining. It is 

located S. of Lakeside Mall on 
Schoenherr behind the Kroger Gas 

Station. Please let Lynn (586-781-

6753) know if you will attend.  

Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian  

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle groups 
will not meet in July or 

August.  Have a great 

summer and we will see in 
Septmber when our monthly 

meetings resume. 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

NLPC May Finance Report 

05/31/2018 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$51,812.36     $    208.84   $   3,453.70 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 79,050.00    $ 80,085.26  

Expense  $ 84,985.00    $ 72,898.98  

Total  $ (5,935.00)   $   7,186.28 

   

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!   

Are you ready for some baseball?  
The USPBL semi-pro baseball 

league season has begun and NLPC 

is scheduled to attend a game on 
Sunday July 15 at 1:00 PM.  Mark 

your calendar for a fun day at 

Jimmy Johns Field to see the  

Birmingham Bloomfield Beavers 
take on the Eastside Diamond 

Hoppers! t 

Tickets are  

$15 each and can  

be purchased from  
Phil Cunningham. 

Mark your calendars!  

Sunday, September 9, 2018  

has been set aside for the annual 
church picnic. Watch future  

church bulletins for all the details. 

There will be  
food, games 

and fun for all.   

Don’t miss out! 

Church Picnic—Save the Date! 

Sing a song, play an 

instrument, recite 

your favorite Bible  

passage, 

inspirational poem 

or get a group 

together and put on 

a short skit or choral 

reading. 

Sign-up on the 

Bulletin Board to say 

you will share your 

gifts with us this 

summer!. 
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Summer Travels 

Summer is here with it comes the 

joy of vacation travel!  We hope that 

you take advantage of the 

wonderful weather and have the 

opportunity to share this blissful 

time with family and friends.  

While the travels of summer may 

take you away from our 

worshipping community,  

we ask that you keep current with 

your pledge commitments through 

these summer weeks.  Even though 

you may take a much needed break, 

the work of our church 

continues.  Thank you for your faithful 

support and enjoy your vacation 

journeys! 

In our effort to listen for God’s 

guidance at this pivotal moment in 

the life of our church, the Session has 

posted a book on the bulletin board 

in the hall.  This book –entitled Old 

and New—is for ideas.  The church 

leadership would like to hear about 

your ideas of things the church 

family might do to be more 

hospitable to both friends and 

strangers.   

These could be things that the 

church has done in the past, which 

we could do again, or they could 

be things that the church has never 

tried.  Please, share your thoughts 

with your church leaders  ... you 

never know when God is 

whispering to us through you! 

Listening for God’s Whisper 

Cereal for Summer 

New Life PC will be participating in 

the Presbytery Of Detroit’s annual 

Cereal for Summer campaign.   With 

1 in 6 families in the metro Detroit 

area considered food insecure, this 

extra food is needed, especially 

during the summer months. 

We will be collecting boxes of 

cereal through Sunday, July 29 and 

donating half to food pantries in our 

area and the other half to the POD 

for distribution through their 

programs.  Contact Sharon Gire for 

more information. 

Dinner for 8 is Going Great! 

Our first group of Dinner for Eight 

has been enjoying getting to know 

each other and has also grown to 

11!  And, the participants are 

eager to go another round.  So, if 

you missed out on the first round, 

don’t fear-  we will be organizing 

another group in the near future.  

Keep your eyes and ears open for 

the opportunity to join in all the 

fun! 
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Children’s Activity Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

  
STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, 

Charles Gough, Calli Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,  

Bob Hitchcock  


