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NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Children, teens and adults are invited to join
New Life Presbyterian Church
for our Vacation Bible School
June 22nd
from 6:00-8:30 pm
and
June 23rd
from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm
Sunday Celebration
June 24th at 10:30 am
Join us on an icy cool adventure where you will
discover how cool Jesus’ love is!
Register today
by calling
586-731-6133

Inside this Issue:
The Pastor’s Pen

2

NLPC’s Vision /
Discipleship Growth

3

Bible Art Journaling/
Summer Mission Baskets /
Pentecost Offering Update /
Finance Report

4

Fellowship Gatherings /
Red Cross Blood Drive /
Birthday Offering Dinner /
Military Prayers

5

Summer Travels /
USPBL Baseball Game /
Listening for God’s Whisper/
Cereal for Summer/
Summer Music/Church Picnic

6

Children’s Page

7

Insert: June Calendar
June Birthdays and
Anniversaries

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
Page 2

Greetings from Pastor Mary
You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you,
and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt:
I am the Lord your God. [Leviticus 19:34]

My favorite part of the week is Sunday morning worship. My least favorite part of the week is the
announcements at the beginning of Sunday morning worship ... especially if there are visitors in
the sanctuary. It is the one moment in my week, when I become rather self-conscious and can
feel wholly uninspired or inspiring. Indeed, when we have visitors, my blood pressure often
rises, for I know that for the visitor this is the moment: their first impression of me.
When I was a kid, my mother constantly reminded me of how important first impressions are.
“You never get a second chance,” she would often say. In response to my mother’s constant
admonitions and being a bit of a rebellious spirit in my youth, I wore a t-shirt with a rather crass
cartoon on it during the first day of classes every semester throughout high school and college.
First impressions be darned!
Today as an adult, I am acutely aware of the importance of first impressions. According to the
Harvard School of Health Science, people decide whether or not they like you within the first two
seconds of seeing you—when meeting you in person—or hearing your voice—when talking to
you on the phone. If they like you, they will tend to see the best in you. If they don’t like you,
they will tend to look for the worst in you. First impressions become the lens through which we
view one another.
First impressions play an important role in human relationships. First impressions also play an
important role in people’s relationships with the church. Before I preach the sermon, even
before we sing our first hymn, our guests have already formed opinions about our church.
Indeed, as I step into the pulpit for the first time to say, “Good morning! Welcome to worship!” I
can often see by the looks on their faces whether our visitors are engaged or already shutting
down. What they experienced as they entered our building, walked down the hall, and entered
our sanctuary has already formed a lens through which they experience the worship service.
Paul Winter recently shared a book with me, which Marilyn Wright had shared with him. The
book is entitled: Becoming a Welcoming Church. This book explains how many church
communities view themselves as friendly and welcoming, because the members themselves feel
welcomed and loved by their church community, yet their visitors often have the opposite
experience. In this book, the author offers insights into the little details that can make people
feel unwelcome and even alienated on a first visit ... creating a negative first impression.
Your Session leadership has become acutely aware of the importance of first impressions.
Indeed, this awareness is behind much of the recent change here at New Life Presbyterian
Church. The Session has made changes to the building’s appearance through new paint; they
have offered coffee and a location for conversation prior to worship; and they are asking people
to serve as greeters before worship. These are ways of helping people to feel welcome, so that
their first impression is one of warm hospitality. You are a congregation with warm and loving
hearts. Please, help to demonstrate your warmth and love of people through supporting this
ministry of self-conscious hospitality.
In Christ’s Love,
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NLPC’s Vision Statement
To move forward
in faith
forming new relationships
by offering hope through the feeding of body and spirit
in new and innovative ways.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday, June 6
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
finalize plans for
the VBS program.

Thursday Prayer/Study Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON

“But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
And you be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
[Acts 1:8]

The Greek word for Gospel is evangelium. It means simply “good news.” It is
the root of the word “evangelism.” Before Jesus ascended, he commanded his
followers to go into the world as his witnesses. In response, the Apostles
faithfully went out into the world and became evangelists. Evangelism is a word
that makes most Presbyterians recoil. Any suggestion that we should be
evangelists makes us run for the hills! Yet, as followers of Jesus we are, indeed,
called by Jesus to share the Good News about him. On Thursdays at 11:00, our
Prayer Group will be studying what it means to be Contagious Christians.
Come join us as we learn how to become the kind of Christians, who break the
“evangelism” stereotype, yet share the Good News about Jesus.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons on the Early Church
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am
In June, we will be beginning another study from the Faith Lessons Series.
Experience the places of history recorded in the Bible for yourself. This indepth Bible study, which is recorded on location, will visit the archeological
sites of the Early Church. In this study, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian
and teacher—will help us to understand what gave the early believers the
passion to go out into the world and found the Church. Join us to gain a
better understanding of how the early followers became a light in the
darkness of the ancient world and deepen your own faith through that
understanding.

On June 10 during
worship, we will
recognize all
2018 graduates.
Please join us as
we take a moment
to congratulate all
our recent
graduates
on their
achievements.
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Bible Art Journaling Retreat
New Life PC has
received $216 to
date for the
Pentecost offering.
Your generosity
helps provide a
direct way to meet
the needs of children
at risk, youth, and
young adults. Our
congregation will
keep 40 percent of
the Offering to
support children,
youth and young
adults in our
community.

Saturday, June 2
10 AM to 3 PM
$10 per person , includes lunch
Travel along with us, invite a
friend, for “Picture the Journey:
How Bible Art Journaling Can
Color Your Spiritual Walk”, a
new, artistic way to interact with
His Word. Join Marge McGuire
and friends for worship and a
meal as she shares how she
allows her creativity and faith to
intersect.

Pray...meditate...discuss...listen...
as you write, draw, color
and embellish with the
supplies provided.
Hear and see where
God is leading you!
Come, walk with us
as we journey with God
through bible
journaling.

Summer Mission Baskets
New Life Presbyterian Church is
planning a Summer Food Basket
Delivery Program to help 10
families in our community.
The Baskets will provide food
and various household needs,
and a grocery gift card.
We are collecting cash donations
in addition to non-perishable
goods (see Sunday bulletins for a
list of desired food items) each
Sunday in order to fulfill our
mission goal.

Please bring donations to church
by Sunday, June 24 to assure all
donations are received in time for
the assembly and delivery on
Saturday, June 30.
Assembly will start at 10am and
delivery will follow at 11:30am.
Drivers should arrive by 11:00 am.
Please sign up on the mission
bulletin board to participate.
See Bruce Short or any Mission
Committee member for details.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

NLPC April Finance Report
04/30/2018 Cash Balance
$51,603.52

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
$ 273.58

YTD Change
$ 3,244.86

YTD Budget
$ 63,240.00
$ 67,988.00

YTD Actual
$ 65,544.14
$ 59,560.61

$ (4,748.00)

$ 5,983.53
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June Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle invite you
to join us for our Annual
Ladies Nite Out and Birthday
Dinner on Tuesday, June 5th at 6:00
pm at Jovan’s. (35219 Dodge Park
Rd. in Sterling Heights N. of 15
Mile Rd.) We welcome all to join us
including our gentlemen.

Rachel Circle
The ladies of Rachel
Circle will meet on
Thursday, June 14th at
12:30 pm at Lakeside Family
Restaurant. It is on Schoenherr just
south of Lakeside Mall across from
the Kroger Store and behind their
Gas Station. Come and join us for
lively conversation and a tasty
lunch. Please let Lynn know if you
will be attending. (586-781-6753)

Please let Dorothy Harrington (586
552-7969) know if you will attend.

All are welcome to attend. If you are
interested please call 586-552-7969.

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army
US Army

Volunteers Needed to bake
desserts, pies and cookies, and
to host the Canteen on June 14 for
2 hour time slots. Sign up on the
mission bulletin board to
volunteer or call Bruce Short.
Thank you to all who are able to
volunteer to make our drive a
success!

2018 Birthday Offering Dinner
The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle will
gather for a Women’s Night
Out and Birthday Offering
Dinner on Tuesday, June 5
at 6:00 PM at
Jovan’s Steak House
35219 Dodge Park Rd
Sterling Heights.

US Air Force

• Col. Jason Hollaran–

Red Cross Blood Drive
New Life Presbyterian Church is
hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive in
Agape Hall on Thursday, June 14
from 2PM - 7:45PM. Help us fight
the summer blood shortage by
donating blood that day. To make
an appointment, sign up on the
bulletin board across from the
church office, or call Bruce Short at
586-264-5295, or contact the
church office.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–

Your gift to the 2018 Birthday
Offering will help women
overcome oppressive
situations and support lifechanging projects.
Thank you and I hope to see
you there!
Dorothy Harrington,
Moderator
New Life Presbyterian Women
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Summer Travels
Summer is here with it comes the
joy of vacation travel! We hope
that you take advantage of the
wonderful weather and have the
opportunity to share this blissful
time with family and friends.
While the travels of summer may
take you away from our
worshipping community, we ask

that you keep current with your
pledge commitments through these
summer weeks. Even though you
may take a much needed break, the
work of our church
continues. Thank you for your
faithful support and enjoy your
vacation journeys!

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!
Sing a song, play an
instrument, recite
your favorite Bible
passage,
inspirational poem
or get a group
together and put on
a short skit or choral
reading.

Are you ready for some baseball?
The USPBL semi-pro baseball
league season has begun and NLPC
is scheduled to attend a game on
Sunday July 15 at 1:00 PM. Mark
your calendar for a fun day at
Jimmy Johns Field to see the

Sign-up on the
Bulletin Board to say
you will share your
gifts with us this
summer!.

Listening for God’s Whisper

Save the Date!
September 9, 2018
has been set aside
for the annual church
picnic. Watch future
church bulletins for
all the details.
There will be food,
games and fun for
all. Don’t miss out!

In our effort to listen for God’s
guidance at this pivotal moment in
the life of our church, the Session
has posted a book on the bulletin
board in the hall. This book –
entitled Old and New—is for ideas.
The church leadership would like
to hear about your ideas of things
the church family might do to be
more hospitable to both friends
and strangers.

Birmingham Bloomfield Beavers
take on the Eastside Diamond
Hoppers! t
Tickets are
$15 each and can
be purchased from
Phil Cunningham.

These could be things that the
church has done in the past,
which we could do again, or they
could be things that the church
has never tried. Please, share
your thoughts with your church
leaders ... you never know when
God is whispering to us through
you!

Cereal for Summer
New Life PC will be participating in
the Presbytery Of Detroit’s annual
Cereal for Summer campaign. With
1 in 6 families in the metro Detroit
area considered food insecure, this
extra food is needed, especially
during the summer months.

We will be collecting boxes of
cereal through Sunday, July 29 and
donating half to food pantries in our
area and the other half to the POD
for distribution through their
programs. Contact Sharon Gire for
more information.
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org

JUNE 2018

www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Calli Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

