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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Pentecost Offering 2018
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the
Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life with an Offering intended to
nurture the faith of those newest among us. With the Spirit’s
coming, we can know the transforming, redeeming love of God
that makes the impossible, possible.
The Pentecost Offering is about helping young people begin life
with a strong start– a solid foundation of faith formed in the first
third of life, from childhood through young adulthood. Gifts to the
Pentecost Offering unite young people in Christ and inspire them
to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the
world. Presbyterian congregations are finding new ways to
minister to children at risk in their own communities. General
Assembly programs are advocating for children and developing
youth and young adult leaders.
The Pentecost Offering provides a direct way to meet the needs of
children at risk, youth, and young adults. Our congregation will
keep 40 percent of the Offering to support initiatives for youth and
young adults in our community. The remaining 60 percent will be
remitted to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to support the Young
Adult Volunteers program, Ministries with Youth (ages 12-18)
program, and education and advocacy for children at risk through
the “Educate a Child: Transform the World” national initiative.
This year is the 20th anniversary of the Offering that contributes to
ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family. We
believe we are called to do even more to support and care for
young people as they build a strong foundation of faith.
We ask for your generous support in contributing to the
PENTECOST Offering, which will be received here at New Life
Presbyterian Church on the day of Pentecost (May 20, 2018).
Watch for bulletin announcements and inserts for guidance on how
to make a donation.

Inside this Issue:
The Pastor’s Pen

2

NLPC’s Vision /
Discipleship Growth

3

Pancake Breakfast /
Pastoral Search Update /
Finance Report

4

Fellowship Gatherings /
Dinner for 8 /
birthday Offering Dinner /
Military Prayers

5

Painting Party /
One Great Hour of Sharing
Update /
Bible Art Journaling /
May Birthdays

6

Children’s Page

7

Insert: May Calendar and
Anniversaries

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
Page 2

Greetings from Pastor Mary
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.
Therefore,
Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say:
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”
[I Samuel 3:8-9]

Some months ago, Marge McGuire came to my office and shared with me samples of her Bible
Journals. What a wonderfully artistic expression of her walk with God!!! During our visit together,
Marge told me: “I think God is calling me to start a Bible Journaling Ministry at New Life Presbyterian
Church.” My response to Marge? “Excellent! Go for it!”
In the opening chapters of I Samuel, young Samuel, who is serving in the Temple, wakes up to the
voice of God calling to him. Thinking that his Master—Eli—was calling him, Samuel runs to Eli saying:
“Here I am.” Eli realizes that God is speaking to the boy, so he tells Samuel to listen to God. Samuel
does not like what God tells him, consequently he keeps God’s words to himself. Eli recognizing the
Lordship of God insists that Samuel act upon what God has told him, by sharing his words with Eli.
Thus, began the long and faithful ministry of Samuel.
When the Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth recently retired, his church honored
his ministry with a Tribute to him on the floor of Presbytery. During this Tribute, an Associate Pastor
from Plymouth—who had worked with him for many years—shared what she believed to be the core
of his successful pastoral leadership in a church that had grown during a time when so many churches
were shrinking. She said that Jim Skimins affirmed the visions of others by empowering individuals
within his church to start new ministries.
In February, Marge McGuire shared her vision of a Bible Journaling Ministry with the Discipleship
Committee. The Discipleship Committee encouraged Marge and asked how they could help. The
Faithful Listeners heard about Marge’s vision and applied for a grant from the Presbytery to help
launch this ministry. When the Presbytery turned down the grant proposal, the Session voted at their
April meeting to support Marge in starting a Bible Journaling Ministry here at New Life Presbyterian
Church. This new ministry will start with a retreat in June entitled: Picture the Journey: How Bible Art
Journaling can Color your Spiritual Walk.
Long ago, Eli taught Samuel how to respond to God’s calling. In turn, Samuel modeled for us how to
respond to God’s call to us ... WAKE UP ... LISTEN ... ACT. Marge, the Discipleship Committee, the
Faithful Listeners, and the Session are all following in Samuel’s footsteps. They have awakened to a
need, they are listening to God, and they are acting to make concrete a new expression of God’s love
in our midst. As the church, let us all support this new vision of ministry that God is sharing with us
through Marge!
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mary
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NLPC’s Vision Statement
To move forward
in faith
forming new relationships
by offering hope through the feeding of body and spirit
in new and innovative ways.

One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12
Deep Blue Learn & Serve!

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday, May 2
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
plan for the
VBS program.

The children will have the opportunity to dive deep into God’s
word with the CEB Deep Blue Bible. This program will teach them
about God and what it means to be a follower of Jesus through
Bible stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the
classroom, the local community, and the world!
Students will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia
throughout the year as they dive deep into God's Word together.

Prayer Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
The Thursday Prayer Group experience will be enhanced by the Lesson of Faith
DVD series, “Jesus and His Times”. This series will focus on Jesus’ life from
birth through his ministry and performance of miracles, including the calling of
his first disciples and the great Sermon on the Mount. All are invited to join for
this moving series couples with group prayer time.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons on the Death & Resurrection of the Messiah
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons on the Death and
Resurrection of the Messiah focuses on the last week of Jesus’s life, his death and
resurrection, and the Holy Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost. In this next volume in the
Faith Lessons Series, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian and teacher—will help
us to understand the significance of the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf
by taking us to the locations of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus
and sharing with us the cultural context in which these events took place. The
insights offered in this marvelous series will help to deepen your faith in God’s
love expressed in the sacrifice of Jesus.

Please watch
weekly bulletins
for information
about VBS—
coming soon!!
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Troop 210 Pancake Breakfast
The scouts of Troop 210 will
hold a Pancake Breakfast
fundraiser here in Agape Hall
on Sunday, May 6th. They will
be serving a hot, delicious
breakfast from 9:00 AM until
1:00 PM. In addition to meeting
here every Wednesday night,
they offer their services to our
congregation in many ways.

They are always willing to help
with our grounds clean ups, fall
harvest parties, and have also
been known to repair broken
benches.
Please come and support these
fine young men and show our
appreciation for all that they do!

Pastoral Search Progress Report
You have been assigned a new
liaison from the Committee on
Ministry (COM) to support you all in
your search process. Her name is
Judy Armstrong. Judy has
enthusiastically jumped right into
midst of the life of NLPC. In April,
Judy attended worship with you,
met with the session, and did a brief
presentation to the congregation
during announcements. Judy has
shared with the Session that the SelfStudy is almost there, but not quite.
It needs more interpretation of the
data in order to state a clear vision
for the future direction of that the
ministry into which this church is
growing.

This vision will then be used to
describe the specific skills
needed by NLPC in a pastor,
who can guide you to the future
that God is preparing for you.
The Session has asked the Faith
Listeners Group to do this work
on behalf of the congregation.
Pastor Mary and the Faith
Listeners will be meeting over
the next few weeks to complete
this important work listening
and envisioning. Take time to
pray for the inspired
completion of their work!

NLPC March Finance Report
03/31/2018 Cash Balance
$54,379.79

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
$( 1,669.26)

YTD Change
$ 2,971.28

YTD Budget
$ 47,430.00
$ 50,991.00

YTD Actual
$ 50,351.41
$ 45,423.94

$ (3,561.00)

$ 4,927.47
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May Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle will
meet at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday, May 8th in the
Church Library. We will have our
business meeting and then
continue our current study on
Hebrews in Lesson No. 4. Dessert
will be served by Marilyn
Wright. All ladies are invited to
join us.

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle meets
for lunch on Thursday,
May 10th at 12:30 at the
Honey Tree Restaurant located at
Hall and Mound Roads in the
Walmart Plaza. Please come and
join us for a tasty lunch and good
conversation. Please let Lynn
Booth (781-6753} know if you will
attend.

All are welcome to attend. If you are
interested please call 586-552-7969
by June 5th

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

Each group of 8 will meet together
for 4 consecutive months to share a
meal.

Sign up on the bulletin board
outside the office!

2018 Birthday Offering Dinner
The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle will
gather for a Women’s Night
Out and Birthday Offering
Dinner on Tuesday, June 12
at 6:00 PM at
Jovan’s Steak House
35219 Dodge Park Rd
Sterling Heights.

• Mike Stroud- US Air

US Army

Your group can meet at a
restaurant or rotate hosting dinner
at your homes with each person
bringing a dish to share.
Take this opportunity to get to
know your church family better
through fellowship, food, and fun!

US Air Force

• PFC Julian Lee

Dinner for 8
New Life Fellowship
is sponsoring …

• SrA Shawn Konikson–

Your gift to the 2018 Birthday
Offering will help women
overcome oppressive
situations and support lifechanging projects.
Thank you and I hope to see
you there!
Dorothy Harrington,
Moderator
New Life Presbyterian Women
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Conquer Chiari Painting Party
Conquer Chiari will be holding a
painting party here in Agape Hall
on May 12th from 6 to 9 PM to raise
funds to fight this disease. The cost
is $30 and includes supplies for
your masterpiece as well as
appetizers, water and pop. There
will be a silent auction and
awareness items will also be
available for sale.

Space is limited so please RSVP to
Nichole and Karen by May 10th by
calling 810-610-4806 or emailing
conquerchiarimichigan@gmail.com.
All proceeds will be donated to the
Conquer Chiari Walk Across
America, Shelby Township on
Saturday, September 22, 2018.

Bible Art Journaling Retreat
One Great Hour
of Sharing
Update
The mission
committee would
like to thank
everyone for
their generous
donations to One
Great Hour of
Sharing.
To date, New Life
has collected
$415.00.
Thank you!!

Saturday, June 2
10 AM to 3 PM
Travel along with us, invite a
friend, for “Picture the Journey:
How Bible Art Journaling Can
Color Your Spiritual Walk”, a
new, artistic way to interact with
His Word. Join Marge McGuire
and friends for worship and a
meal as she shares how she
allows her creativity and faith to
intersect.

Pray...meditate...discuss...listen...
as you write, draw, color and
embellish with the supplies
provided. Hear and see where
God is leading you!
Come, walk with us
as we journey with
God through bible
journaling.

May Birthdays
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 12
May 14
May 14
May 18
May 20
May 25
May 25

Matt Irey
Glenn Watterworth
Al Rodgers
Mark Heitman
Marlene Misuraca
Ellen Plume
Thomas Anderson
Donald Harrison
Allie Short
Dorothy Johnson
Marge Kunz

May 27
May 30
May 30
May 30

DeeDee Iobst
Gerald Retell
James Tomlinson
Matthew Harris
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11300 Nineteen Mile Road
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Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

