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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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Easter 2018 

                  Sunday, March 25 

Palm        10:30 AM  Worship  

Sunday 11:30 AM  Easter Egg Hunt  

 

                  Thursday, March 29 

Maundy       6:00 PM  Agape Meal (Soup & Bread)  

Thursday     7:00 PM  Worship w/ Living Last Supper  

 

        Friday, March 30 

Good      3:00 PM  to 6:00 PM    

Friday         Stations of the Cross 

 

          Sunday, April 1 
Easter         9:00 AM  Easter Breakfast 

Sunday     10:30 AM  Worship  

Inside this Issue: 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary 

 

When Jesus knew that all was now finished, 

He said: 

“I am thirsty.” 

A jar full of sour wine was standing there.   

So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

When Jesus had received the wine, he said: 

“It is finished.” 

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

[Gospel of John 19:28-30] 

 

 
The countdown is almost over!!!  We have sat at the Passover table with Jesus sharing the Seder meal 
as he transformed it into a Sacrament.  We have sat in the Garden of Gethsemane while Jesus prayed, 
and the disciples slept. We have followed Jesus—bound hand and foot—as he was taken through the 
dark streets of Jerusalem to the palace of the high priest to a secret trial in front of the Sanhedrin in the 
dead of night. We have stood with Jesus in front of the angry crowd calling for Pilate to crucify him.  
We have watched the soldiers flog Jesus until half dead and then place a robe of purple cloth and a 
crown of thorns on him mockingly hailing him “King of the Jews.”  This Sunday we will stand on the 
side of the road and witness his final words as he says, “It is finished,” and breathes his last breath.   

If this were, indeed, the finish ... if this were the end of the story, this season of Lent would be nothing 
but an excruciating walk with Jesus as he walked the path to the cross, where he died in agony.  It is 
not, however, the final scene. On the first day of the week, the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews. Despite the locked door, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said: “Peace be with you.”  Imagine the incredulity and the joy!  All that the disciples had hoped 
for in Jesus had died with him on the cross, but now the hope was alive again.   

Easter Sunday is about HOPE.  It celebrates the hope that the disciples re-discovered when Jesus 
stood again among them offering them peace in the midst of a frightening world.  Ultimately, this new-
found hope allowed the followers of Jesus to unlock the doors and go out into the world sharing their 
hope with all who would listen.   

Today we live in a world choked by fear.  Indeed, we—as a congregation—even feel frightened for 
the future of our church. In the midst of this fear, we must remember Jesus standing in the midst of the 
frightened disciples, saying: “Peace be with you.”  Christ’s resurrection offers us peace even in the 
midst of a fearful world and an anxious time, and this should give us hope.  It is in the Spirit of HOPE, 
that the Session of New Life Presbyterian Church has crafted and adopted a new vision statement to 
use as a focus for guiding this congregation into faithful service in God’s name into the future.  During 
the coming Easter Season my wish for you—as a church family—is that you live in hope! 

 
 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

 
 

Pastor Mary   
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One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12 

Deep Blue Learn & Serve! 

The children will have the opportunity to dive deep into God’s 
word with the CEB Deep Blue Bible. This program will teach them 
about God and what it means to be a follower of Jesus through 
Bible stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the 
classroom, the local community, and the world!  
Students will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia  
throughout the year as they dive deep into God's Word together.  

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

The Thursday Prayer Group has finished the Prayers of Jesus program.  They 
will continue to meet for weekly prayer at 11:000 AM, so please feel free to join 
them .  A new prayer program will begin very soon.  Keep your eyes and ears 
open!   

Prayer Group 

Faith Lessons on the Death & Resurrection of the Messiah  

Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am  

 
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons on the Death and 
Resurrection of the Messiah focuses on the last week of Jesus’s life, his death and 
resurrection, and the Holy Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost. In this next volume in the 
Faith Lessons Series, Ray Vander Laan—a  noted historian and teacher—will help 
us to understand the significance of the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf 
by taking us to the locations of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus 
and sharing with us the cultural context in which these events took place. The 
insights offered in this marvelous series will help to deepen your faith in God’s 
love expressed in the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Faith Lessons Video Series 

The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday, April 4 

at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
plan for the 

 Spring Program  
as well as VBS. 

To move forward  

in faith 

forming new relationships  

by offering hope through the feeding of body and spirit  

in new and innovative ways. 

NLPC’s Vision Statement 
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Maundy Thursday 

 The Living Last Supper 

Like Jesus and his disciples, we 

will gather for a communal meal 
together at 6:00 PM in Agape 

Hall on Maundy Thursday.  

Following a supper of soup and 
bread, we will be treated to a 

presentation of The Living Last 

Supper. 

The Renaissance artist, 

Leonardo Da Vinci, captured the 
moment when Jesus said to his 

disciples: “Truly, I tell you, one 

of you will betray me” in his 
famous painting of the Last 

Supper.   

Join us for our annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Palm 
Sunday, March 25.  The hunt will begin after the worship 
service. The children will hunt outside, weather 
permitting 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

We will listen to them express 

their innermost thoughts in 
response this astonishing 

announcement by their beloved 

teacher and master, as we watch 
this moment come alive through 

a series of monologues by the 

disciples intertwined with music.  
Bring your friends and your 

family and experience the 
pathos of this moment in the life 

of Jesus and his followers! 

Please sign up on the bulletin 
board to let us know if you will 

attend the supper and/or the 
worship service so we can be 

sure to accommodate all! 

Good Friday 

On this Holy Day ... 

The children of  

New Life Presbyterian Church 

invite you 

 to walk 

the Stations of the Cross 

which will be set-up in Agape Hall  

from 3 PM to 6 PM. 
 

You may then retire to the sanctuary 

for a time of 

Prayer and Meditation. 
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Thank you to 

everyone who 

purchased 

flowers to 

beautify our 

sanctuary on 

Easter Sunday. 

Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle will 
meet at 7:00 PM on 

Tuesday, April 10th in the 

in the Church 
Library.   Elaine Watterworth will 

Hostess and Joan Lockard will lead 

our lesson. Dessert provided by 
Lynn Booth. All ladies are invited 

to join us.  

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle meets 

for lunch on Thursday, 

April 12th at 12:30 at the 
Honey Tree Restaurant in the 

Walmart Plaza. It is located at 

Mound and M59. Please let Lynn 
Booth know if you will attend. 

Everyone welcome.    

 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

NLPC February Finance Report 

02/28/2018 Cash Balance February Change YTD Change 

$54,379.79     $(   1,380.59)   $   4,640.54 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 31,620.00    $ 34,624.96  

Expense  $ 33,994.00   $ 28,612.36 

Total  $ (2,374.00)    $  6,012.16 

   

Dinner for 8 

        New Life Fellowship 
              is sponsoring … 

 

 

 

 

Take this opportunity to get to 
know your church family better 

through fellowship, food, and fun! 

Each group of 8 will meet together 
for 4 consecutive months to share a 

meal. 

Your group can meet at a 

restaurant or rotate hosting dinner 

at your homes with each person 
bringing a dish to share. 

Sign up on the bulletin board 

outside the office! 
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April Anniversaries: 

04/07/1990 

 Gerald & Loryn Retell 

04/11/1987 

 Ron & Wendy Mueller 

Blood Drive Update 
NLPC hosted another successful 
Blood Drive on March 1, where 39 

units were collected, saving 117 

lives.  Our friends and neighbors 
continue to demonstrated the high 

value they put on our Blood Drives 

providing them an opportunity to 
give back to their 

community.  Thanks to our Life 

Saving Teams: 1) Baking Team of 
Lou and Julie Angyal, Barb 

Armaly, Lynn Booth, Lori Haralson, 
Margaret North, and Elaine 

Watterworth,  

2) Canteen Hosting Team of Lynn 
and Francis Booth and James 

Tomlinson, and 3) Blood Drive 

Facilitation and Donor Scheduling 
by Shelley Claeys. 

A special thanks to all NLPC 
volunteers. 

Our next blood 

drive is Thursday, 
June 14. 

April Birthdays 

Apr 1 Jill Neal 

Apr 2 Sandra Day 

Apr 2 Wendy Quick 

Apr 2 Marjorie McGuire 

Apr 4 Jake Skelly 

Apr 8 Nathan Booth 

Apr 9 April Retell 

Apr 10 Marilyn Wright 

Apr 20 John Gardiner 

Apr 21 Rachel Robbins 

Apr 23 Barbara Armaly 

Apr 24 Michelle Irey 

Apr 25 Paul Winter 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Presbyterians worldwide join to 
share God’s love with our 

neighbors in need around the 

world.  One Great Hour of 
Sharing is the single, largest way 

that Presbyterians come together 

every year to work for a better 
world.  NLPC will continue to 

accept donations for the next 

couple of weeks.   

For your convenience, envelopes 
are available in the narthex and 

also in the pews. Thank you for 

your generosity. 

 

Due to the 
vacations of 

Pastor Mary and 

Shelley, the 
church office will 

be closed on 
Friday, April 13 

and also on 

Friday, April 20.  
Sorry for any 

inconvenience 

this may cause.  
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Children’s Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

APRIL 2018 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

  *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

  *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

  *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

  *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, 

Charles Gough, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,  

Bob Hitchcock  


