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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Our Journey Through Lent to the Resurrection
1st Sunday of Lent –
(2/18 @ 10:30)

“From Seder to Sacrament”
[Understanding the meaning of the Last Supper]

2nd Sunday of Lent –
(2/25 @ 10:30)

“Grief in the Garden”
[Understanding that we are just like the Disciples]

3rd Sunday of Lent –
(3/4 @ 10:30)

“Condemned by the Righteous”
[Understanding the trial of Jesus in front of the Sanhedrin]

4th Sunday of Lent –
(3/11 @ 10:30)

“Before Pilate and the People”
[Understanding the choice between Jesus & Barabbas]

5th Sunday of Lent –
(3/18 @ 10:30)

“The Torture & Humiliation of the King”
[Understanding the compassion of God …
...expressed through the suffering of Jesus]

6th Sunday of Lent –
(3/25 @ 10:30)

“The Crucifixion”
[Appreciating the extraordinary
sacrifice that Jesus made
on our behalf]

Maundy Thursday –
(3/29 @ 7:00 pm)

Good Friday
–
(3/30 @ 3:00-6:00)

Easter Sunday
(4/1 @ 10:30)

–

“The Living Last Supper”
[Watch Leonardo Divinci’s famous
painting come alive…
...hear the innermost thoughts
of the Disciples]
“Stations of the Cross”
[Opportunity to walk the Stations
of the Cross and quietly meditate
in the Sanctuary]
“Christ the Victor”
[Celebrating the Resurrection!!!]
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Greetings from Pastor Mary
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
which means,
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.”
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last..
[Gospel of Mark 15:25-37 ]
The countdown has begun!!! We have sat at the Passover table with Jesus sharing the Seder meal as
he transformed it into a Sacrament. We have sat in the Garden of Gethsemane while Jesus prayed,
and the disciples slept. This week we will follow Jesus—bound hand and foot—as he is taken through
the dark streets of Jerusalem to the palace of the high priest to a secret trial in front of the Sanhedrin in
the dead of night. Through the month of March, we will march along with Jesus following the events in
the last 24 hours of his earthly life. At times, it will be an excruciating walk as we watch the agony of
his last hours. When we reach the empty tomb on Easter morning, however, we will understand the
extraordinary depth of God’s love for us in a whole new way. Join in worship us as we continue our
countdown of the 24 hours that changed the world!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mary

A Few Words From the NLPC Session
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We recently held a congregational gathering at which we reviewed another year in the life of our
beloved church. As we enter 2018, the members of the Session have been busy reflecting upon 2017
and trying to discern where God is calling us as the body of Christ. In an effort to listen faithfully to
God’s calling, we recently gathered at Pastor Mary’s house for a Leadership Retreat with the
deacons. During our time together we took a sober look at who we presently are.

(continued on next page)
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NLPC Session (cont’d)
We are congregation that feeds the hungry with food baskets. We are a congregation that feeds the
homeless through the Salvation Army and MCREST. We are a congregation that shows God’s love at
Christmas through our Giving Tree tradition. We are a congregation that wraps ourselves around
our own members in times of great need. Our missional strengths are many. Our love is great! Yet
despite these strengths, we are dwindling. This year we—as a Session—took an earnest look at our
membership rolls and determined that rather than being a congregation of close to 200, we are
actually a congregation of less than 140. We are also a congregation with a membership that is more
than 50% over the age of 65. Our membership has dwindled, and as our membership has dwindled
so has our cash flow. The difficult truth is that we finished 2017 with a deterioration in cash flow of
over $11.000, despite operating for several months without paying the salary of a Pastor.
We as the leadership of this congregation have realized that we need to change. The world is
changing at a dizzying pace. The children of today are growing up in a world very different from the
world most of us grew up in. The ways in which this church has served our needs so well are not
reaching the next generation effectively. We need to change. The changes we must make will
require the strong leadership of a full-time Pastor with the vision, drive, and the energy to make New
Life Presbyterian Church relevant to future generations. We will need a Pastor who will confront
social issues in a loving and thoughtful manner and respects diverse beliefs. We will need a Pastor
who shows love to the community and engages it using not only the Sunday Pulpit, but also the social
media communication platforms used most by generations younger than us. We will need a Pastor
who will teach all of us to witness in ways that show God’s love meaningfully to future generations.
This means that we will need to compensate the person called to this challenge with a competitive
package. We have examined the prevailing salaries of Pastors in the Detroit Presbytery for churches
of our size. We believe that we will need to increase what we are presently paying for a pastor.
Consequently, we need close to $26,000 over our anticipated income of currently pledged giving
and other sources, if we want to move this Congregation forward successfully into the future. This
would require that each giving unit give an addition $8.39 a week. We know that many of us simply
cannot afford this increase. We also know that some of us can do more.
We need to change. This has become very clear to us as Session members. We need all of you to be
a part of this change. We need your help in making the change. We are, therefore, asking for your
prayers, and we are asking for your commitment to make this happen. We know that we are a family
of committed Christians. We also know that this request is not an easy one. But, Christ never
promised us that being a Christian would be easy. Together we can make this walk. We will feed the
hungry and clothe the sick. We will reach out in acceptance to a diverse community. We will work
for justice and search for peace. We will embrace the marginalized and show love to all. We will
continue to be the body of Christ in a changing world. Please, help us to continue in this walk with
Christ!

In Christ’s Service,
The NLPC Session
(Bill Bowman, Phil Cunningham, Sharon Gire, Chuck Gough, Lori Haralson, Dorothy Harrington,
Matthew Hurst, Marge Kunz, Valerie Robbins and Calliandra Bowman-Tomlinson)
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The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday, March 7
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
plan for the
Spring Program
as well as VBS.

One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12
Deep Blue Learn & Serve!
The children will have the opportunity to dive deep into God’s
word with the CEB Deep Blue Bible. This program will teach them
about God and what it means to be a follower of Jesus through
Bible stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the
classroom, the local community, and the world!
Students will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia
throughout the year as they dive deep into God's Word together.

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of prayer who knew and deeply
valued intimate communion with his heavenly Father.
What can we learn from the prayers that he prayed? Come and explore the
prayers of Jesus to gain new insights into prayer, the character of God, and how
to deepen your relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons on the Death & Resurrection of the Messiah
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons on the Death and
Resurrection of the Messiah focuses on the last week of Jesus’s life, his death and
resurrection, and the Holy Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost. In this next volume in the
Faith Lessons Series, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian and teacher—will help
us to understand the significance of the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf
by taking us to the locations of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus
and sharing with us the cultural context in which these events took place. The
insights offered in this marvelous series will help to deepen your faith in God’s
love expressed in the sacrifice of Jesus.

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
Join us for our annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, March 25. The
hunt will begin after the worship service. The children will hunt outside, weather
permitting.
We are collecting donations of wrapped bite-size candy for the Easter Egg Hunt.
Please label your donation “Egg Hunt” and place it in the collection baskets.
Please bring all donations to church by Sunday, March 18.
Thank you for your generosity!
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March Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The will meet at 7:00 PM
on Tuesday, March 13th in
the church library,
weather permitting.
We will continue in our
current study.

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle will
not meet in March.
See you in April!

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

Have a Happy Easter!

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by

Dessert will be served.

Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

Dinner for 8
New Life Fellowship
is sponsoring …

Each group of 8 will meet together
for 4 consecutive months to share a
meal.
Your group can meet at a
restaurant or rotate hosting dinner
at your homes with each person
bringing a dish to share.

Take this opportunity to get to
know your church family better
through fellowship, food, and fun!

Sign up on the bulletin board
outside the office!

Don’t be late
for worship Set your clocks one
hour ahead!

NLPC January Finance Report
01/31/2018 Cash Balance
$54,379.79

Income
Expense
Total

Daylight Savings
Time
Begins on Sunday,
March 11, 2018

January Change
$ 6,021.13

YTD Change
$ 6,021.13

YTD Budget
$ 15,810.00
$ 16,997.00

YTD Actual
$ 21,871.12
$ 15,091.75

$ (1,187.00)

$ 6,779.37
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Easter Mission Food Baskets
New Life Presbyterian Church is
planning an Easter Food Basket
Delivery Program to help 10
families in need in our community.
The Baskets will provide food and
various household needs, a
grocery gift card and Easter
baskets for the children
We are collecting cash donations
in addition to non-perishable
goods each Sunday in order to
fulfill our mission goal.

Please have all monetary, nonperishable, and gift donations to
church by Sunday, March 18. The
final assembly and delivery date is
Saturday, March 24 in Agape Hall
with assembly starting at 10am
and prayer and delivery starting
at 11:30am. Drivers should arrive
by 11:00 AM. Sign up if you are
able to help deliver baskets.
Any questions or concerns may be
directed to Bruce Short or the
church office.
Thank you in advance for
your generosity.

One Great Hour of Sharing
We are now
taking orders for
Easter Flowers to
beautify our
sanctuary for our
Easter Service.
Order forms are
on the bulletin
board detailing
the cost and types
of flowers that are
available. All
orders and
payment are due
by March 18. You
may contact Lynn
Booth , Margie
Hurst or the
church office with
any questions.

Join with Presbyterians
worldwide in sharing God’s love
with our neighbors in need
around the world. One Great
Hour of Sharing is the single,
largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to
work for a better world. We will
be collecting the OGHS offering
during the season of lent, through
Palm Sunday, March 25.

For your convenience,
envelopes are available in the
narthex and also in the pews.
Please give prayerful
consideration to your
contribution this year.

New Address!
As some of you may know,
Carlene Kneebone is now living
with her daughter, Linda Tucker
and has not been able to attend
worship regularly. In the absence
of seeing all of her friends like she
used to, she appreciates receiving
cards and notes.

If you would like to send her
something, you can do so by
mailing to :
18933 S. Highlite Dr.
Clinton Township, MI 48035
Linda can be reached at 586-2984915.
Thank you.
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

