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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Annual Gathering—Sunday, February 18, 2018
The Annual Gathering of the
Congregation where the 2017
Annual Report will be
presented is scheduled for
Sunday, February 18, 2018
after worship.

A potluck lunch is planned as
well so be sure to sign up on
the bulletin board across from
Pastor Mary’s office to say you
will join us and to say what
dish you want to share.

All Boards, Committees, and
Groups within the
congregation who have not
yet submitted a report are
asked to do so as soon as
possible.

Mark your calendar now so
you won’t miss this
informative gathering and
fellowship opportunity.

Please submit your reports in
electronic format either on a
CD or by emailing it to:
office@newlifepresby.org (2
to 4 PowerPoint slides would
be fine).
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Greetings from Pastor Mary
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
He was in the wilderness forty days,
Tempted by Satan;
And
He was with the wild beasts;
And
The angels waited upon him.
[Gospel of Mark 1:12-13]
The season of Lent is nearly here! Lent is a term derived from an Anglo Saxon word, lencten,
which means “spring.” The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.
It lasts for 40 days in remembrance of the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness being tempted
by Satan in preparation for his ministry. Lent is a time set aside for our spiritual preparation for
Easter.
In the ancient church, Lent was the time for preparing new converts in anticipation for their
Baptism into the church, which was done on Easter. Throughout the history of the church, Lent has
been a time of spiritual preparation. It has been a time of fasting, moderation, repentance,
reflection, and spiritual renewal. This season of Lent is an opportunity for us to understand God’s
love for us expressed through Jesus and to draw nearer to God.
We have a tendency in the Presbyterian Church to skip from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday while
making a sideways glance at Good Friday. In doing this, I believe that we can easily fail to grasp
the extraordinary depth of God’s love expressed for each of us in the sacrifice that Jesus made for
you and for me. The worship committee has, therefore, decided to journey with Jesus this season
of Lent in such a way that focusses specifically on the events of Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday.
During the six Sundays of Lent this year, we will walk with Jesus during the final day of his earthly
life. We will sit beside him at the Last Supper, we will pray with him in Gethsemane, we will stand
with him before the Sanhedrin and in front of Pilate, and we will follow him to the cross. I
encourage each of you—not only to join us in worship during the season of Lent—but to invite your
family, your friends and your neighbors to journey along with us on this profoundly spiritual
experience offered through our worship time together in the coming weeks.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mary
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One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12
Deep Blue Learn & Serve!
The children will have the opportunity to dive deep into God’s
word with the CEB Deep Blue Bible. This program will teach them
about God and what it means to be a follower of Jesus through
Bible stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the
classroom, the local community, and the world!
Students will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia
throughout the year as they dive deep into God's Word together.

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of prayer who knew and deeply
valued intimate communion with his heavenly Father.
What can we learn from the prayers that he prayed? Come and explore the
prayers of Jesus to gain new insights into prayer, the character of God, and how
to deepen your relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Faith Lessons on the Death & Resurrection of the Messiah
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am
February 19 through April 23
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons on the Death and
Resurrection of the Messiah focuses on the last week of Jesus’s life, his death and
resurrection, and the Holy Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost. In this next volume in the
Faith Lessons Series, Ray Vander Laan—a noted historian and teacher—will help
us to understand the significance of the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf
by taking us to the locations of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus
and sharing with us the cultural context in which these events took place. The
insights offered in this marvelous series will help to deepen your faith in God’s
love expressed in the sacrifice of Jesus.

Lenten Series
The Worship Committee invites you to journey along with Jesus during this
Season of Lent by following the events that occurred during the last 24 hours of
his life.
Books for daily reflection and meditation are available for purchase ($8). If you
are interested in ordering a book for personal study, contact the church office.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
February 7
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
plan for the
Spring Program
as well as VBS.
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2017 Giving Statements
2017 year end giving statements
have been distributed. We
emailed statements to those who
have an email on file with the
church office. Statements were
printed and placed in the Narthex
for those who do not have an email
on file. Be sure to pick up your
statement when you are at church.

Those statements remaining in the
Narthex by mid- February will be
mailed.
If you did not receive a statement,
please call the church office to
have one prepared for you.
Thank you!

NLPC December Finance Report
12/31/2017 Cash Balance
$48,305.96

December Change
$ ( 4,276.18)

YTD Change
$ ( 11,173.27)

YTD Budget
$198,700.00
$193,364.00

YTD Actual
$181,153.07
$180,687.52

$5,336.00

$ 465.48

Income
Expense
Total

Per Capita 2018
One of the regular expenses in our
church budget is Per Capita, a
yearly apportionment that each
Presbyterian congregation is
asked to pay to cover the
administrative costs of the
governing bodies of the
PC (USA).
Per Capita for the year 2018
is $26.33 per church member. The
total apportionment for
New Life is 5213.34 .
If each member of New Life
contributed an extra $26.33
the church budget would have an
extra $5,213.34.

Then all other contributions could
go directly to program and
mission.
If you are willing to contribute the
Per Capita amount, please
multiply $26.33 by the number of
church members in your family.
Use the PER CAPITA envelope
included with your offering
envelopes or mark your
contribution “Per Capita”, so it can
be properly credited.
Thanks be to God for all your
support.
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February Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Dorcas Circle and
Presbyterian Women will
not meet in February.

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle does
not meet in the winter
months. See you in the
Spring!

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

Dinner for 8
New Life Fellowship
is sponsoring …

Each group of 8 will meet together
for 4 consecutive months to share a
meal.
Your group can meet at a
restaurant or rotate hosting dinner
at your homes with each person
bringing a dish to share.

Take this opportunity to get to
know your church family better
through fellowship, food, and fun!

Sign up on the bulletin board
outside the office!

Blood Drive
The American Red Cross is
dedicated to helping people in
need throughout the United States
and, in association with other Red
Cross networks, throughout the
world. They depend on the many
generous contributions of time,
blood, and money from the
American public to support their
lifesaving services and programs.

New Life is proud to be a blood
drive sponsor and help save lives.
Our next Red Cross Blood drive
will be on Thursday, March 1 in
Agape Hall from 2:00 PM-7:45 PM.
Appointments are preferred.
Sign up on the Mission bulletin
board or call the church office to
set up a time. Walk-ins are also
welcome.

The An
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Fair Trade Coffee Project
The Presbyterian Coffee Project
offers a special link between
congregations and communities
around the world. Churches can
now reach out to neighbors
overseas not only with the prayers
and offerings we give, but with the
goods and products we purchase.
A warm cup of coffee (or tea) in our
hands is perhaps the most tangible
daily connection we have with
farmers around the world. Buying
fair trade through the Presbyterian
Coffee Project ensures that more of
the money we spend on coffee
reaches the hardworking farmers
who actually grow it.

The next fair trade product order
is being assembled. Individual
12oz bags of coffee are $6 (reg)
and $8 (decaf). Tea is $16.50 for 620 bag boxes and cocoa $30 for 612 oz cans. Consider splitting a
case order with a friend. Other
products are also available, see
Stanley Iobst for more information.

One Great Hour of Sharing
New Life
Presbyterian
Church
will hold an
Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
on Wednesday,
February 14, 2018
at 7:00 PM.
Please join us for a
prayerful
beginning to the
Lenten season

Since 1949, Presbyterians have
joined with Christians throughout
the nation in supporting One
Great Hour of Sharing, responding
to Christ's love for all people by
joyfully sharing that love with
people in need.

We will be collecting the OGHS
offering throughout the Lenten
season. For your convenience,
Offering envelopes are included
in your envelope box and also in
the pews. Please give prayerful
consideration to your contribution
this year.

Your compassionate gift will be
used to provide relief to those
affected by natural disasters,
provide food to the hungry and
assist in the empowerment of the
poor and oppressed.

Calling All Elders & Deacons!
Pastor Mary will host a Leadership
Retreat on February 10th. Please
mark your calendar for a Potluckstyle brunch from 10:30 AM until
2:00 PM at her home.

Please be sure to contact the
church office to RSVP and to say
what dish you will share. Watch
your inbox for more details
coming very soon!
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

