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NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Annual Gathering—Sunday, February 18, 2018
The Annual Gathering of the
Congregation where the 2017
Annual Report will be presented
is scheduled for Sunday,
February 18, 2018 after worship.
All Boards, Committees, and
Groups within the congregation
are reminded to have their
annual reports in the church
office by Tuesday, January 30.

office@newlifepresby.org (2 to 4
PowerPoint slides would be fine)
A potluck lunch is planned as well
so watch for further details in
upcoming Sunday Bulletins.
Mark your calendars now so you
won’t miss this informative
gathering and fellowship
opportunity.

Please submit your reports in
electronic format either on a
CD or by emailing it to:

Consider Paying Per Capita in 2018
One of the regular expenses in
our church budget is Per Capita,
a yearly apportionment that
each Presbyterian congregation
is asked to pay to cover the
administrative costs of the
governing bodies of the
PC (USA).
Per Capita for the year 2018
is $26.33 per church member.
The total apportionment for
New Life is 5213.34 .
If each member of New Life
contributed an extra $26.33
the church budget would have

an extra $5,213.34. Then all
other contributions could go
directly to program and
mission.
If you are willing to contribute
the Per Capita amount, please
multiply $26.33 by the
number of church members in
your family. Use the PER
CAPITA envelope included with
your offering envelopes or mark
your contribution “Per Capita”,
so it can be properly credited.
Thanks be to God for all your
support.
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Greetings from Pastor Mary,
I recently received a letter from the Presbyterian Church (USA) with a lapel pin enclosed in celebration
of the 300th anniversary of the Board of Pensions. My initial reaction was a bit of incredulity: “Are you
kidding me? You want me to celebrate a 300 year old insurance company run by the PCUSA?” In
disgust, I threw the pin in the garbage. After some reflection, however, I retrieved it from the garbage
can.
So why this change of heart, that drove me to go “garbage picking”? It occurred to me that without the
Board of Pensions, I would not be a Presbyterian pastor. My husband has worked for himself for the
past 20 years. Consequently, finding affordable health insurance has been a perpetual challenge for
us. We had hopes that the new healthcare system would help us to get better insurance at a better
price. For us, however, it made things even worse. If it weren’t for the insurance benefits offered
through the Board of Pensions, my family could not afford to have me working in ministry. Instead, I
would be working as a chemist in industry.
In 1717 the Presbyterians living in the American colonies had great insight when they established the
Fund for Pious Uses to care for pastors and their families. They recognized that in order for pastors to
dedicate their hearts and minds to the ministry of the church, the practical needs of their families
needed to be met. This is but one of the many practical insights that Presbyterians have acted upon in
organizing the resources of the PCUSA.
There are so many ways in which the PCUSA helps their member churches in the practice of ministry.
The PCUSA maintains seminaries where our future clergy are nurtured and trained. It maintains a
publishing house that provides resources for worship and for Christian education. It maintains our
Book of Order and its rules for governing the church: these rules help to ensure that how we structure
the local church is based on clear biblical principles and not on human whim. The PCUSA helps local
churches find qualified pastoral leadership through a matching system and provides guidance in the
search process through the Presbytery. It offers continuing education opportunities for clergy to renew
their minds and keep up on the latest insights of the church. Both the Synod and the Presbytery help to
provide funding for building new churches and for needed maintenance of existing churches. In fact, a
few years ago we received a low interest loan from the Presbytery to repair broken pipes. Most
recently, Presbytery leadership recommended a company to us, which could remove the cross from
our roof. Within days of our contacting this company, the precariously tilting cross came safely down.
We at New Life Presbyterian Church benefit from the many resources provided by the PCUSA almost
daily. As members of the PCUSA, we pay dues each year to help sustain the PCUSA and its many
programs. These dues are referred to as “per capita,” because we pay a set amount to through the
Presbytery for each member of our church. I ask each of you to help NLPC to pay its per capita in 2018
by making a designated donation to cover the amount of $26.33 for each member of your household,
who is a member of this church. In this time of a very tight church budget, your willingness to cover
your own per capita expense will allow the session to utilize the church’s monetary resources for the
many important ministries of our local congregation.
Bless you for your continued generous support of the church in so many ways!

Pastor Mary
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One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12
Back to Basics
Our Sunday School Program will
serve children from age 3 through
18. This year we will be studying the
Bible and finding our way through
it. Our studies will include verses,
songs, interpretations, games and
fun so the children will learn why
the Bible is important to us and what

we can do with it. In addition, the
kids are asking members of our
congregation to provide a favorite
verse to be included in our studies.
We look forward
to a wonderful
year of
enrichment
for all!

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays:
11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life
and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus
as a man of prayer who knew and
deeply valued intimate communion
with his heavenly Father.

What can we learn from the prayers
that he prayed? Come and explore
the prayers of Jesus to gain new
insights into prayer, the character
of God, and how to deepen your
relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Mondays:
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic
sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video
series that brings God’s Word to life
with astounding relevance.
These illuminating ‘faith lessons’ offer
a new understanding of the Bible that
will ground your convictions and

transform your understanding of
God and challenge you to be a true
follower of Jesus.
Journey back to the time of Jesus
and learn about his life and
ministry. We will discover how the
events of Jesus’ day impacted his
life, ministry, and communication.
Then let them impact yours.

Shop at Meijer to Say Thanks
The Meijer store on Hall Road at Hayes has partnered with NLPC on
our Food Basket Program by donating money to help fund the food
purchases for our June Food Baskets and also donated $1000 toward
our Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets. Meijer's contribution
enables NLPC to grow our Food Basket Program and help more
families. Let's thank Meijer at Hall and Hayes by shopping there.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
January 3
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
plan for the Spring
Program.
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Thank You
Your generosity helped NLPC
provide Christmas Food Baskets to
15 families in our community. The
baskets contained items for a Holiday
dinner, one week’s worth of food,
plus grocery gift cards, paper
products and other supplies. We also
were able to provide Christmas gifts
for the children of each family, which
were greatly appreciated by all who
received baskets this year.

A special thank you to those who
volunteered to deliver the baskets
despite the weather challenges,
and thank you to all those who
donated money, products and time
to this mission activity. Your
continued support makes a
difference in these families’ lives.

Holiday Decoration Removal
The deacons will be gathering
on Saturday, January 13th at
10:00 AM to remove the
Christmas decorations
throughout the church.

If you have some time, please feel
free to come by and help out. The
more the merrier!

NLPC November Finance Report
11/30/2017 Cash Balance
$52,582.14

Monthly Change
( $2,931.98)

YTD Change
( $ 6,897.09)

YTD Budget
$182,149.00
$177,265.00

YTD Actual
$158,342.27
$165,423.35

$4,884.00

( $7,081.08)

Income
Expense
Total

2018 Stewardship Update
We have currently received 59
promise cards from those who
have pledged your commitment
for the upcoming year.
If you still intend to submit a
commitment for 2018, please do so
by January 7 at the latest, to help

the session prepare the most
accurate budget for programs and
mission in the coming year.
Thanks be to God for your
continuing generosity!
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January Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Dorcas Circle and
Presbyterian Women will
meet at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 9th in
the Church Library,
weather permitting.
We will continue in our current
study. Dessert will be served.

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle does
not meet in the winter
months. See you in the Spring!

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

2018 Elder Assignments
At their first meeting following the congregational election of the
Elder Class of 2020, the following Committee Chair assignments were
made. Questions regarding the various areas should be directed to the
designated chair.

COMMITTEE
Clerk of Session
Communications
Discipleship

2018 CHAIR
Valerie Robbins
Marge Kunz
Lori Haralson

Finance/Stewardship
Membership/Fellowship
Mission/Outreach

Charles Gough
Phil Cunningham
Sharon Gire

Nominating
Personnel
Properties
Technology
Worship

Lori Haralson
Dorothy Harrington
Matthew Hurst
Bill Bowman
Marge Kunz

Youth

Callie Bowman-Tomlinson

2017 year end
giving statements
will be distributed
in the latter part of
January. We will
email statements
to those who have
an email on file
with the church
office. Please be
sure we have your
current email
address. Printed
statements will be
placed in the
narthex for pick
up by those who
do not have an
email on file.
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Offering Envelopes for 2018
Offering Envelopes for 2018 are
available for pick up in the
Narthex. All persons who returned
a Stewardship Commitment Card
have a box of envelopes, as well as
those who have requested
envelopes in the past.

If you do not see a box of
envelopes in your name and would
like to have them, please request
them through the church office.

Committee Annual Reports
Don’t forget the Annual Reports
are due in the church office no
later than January 30th so that we
can present the full report at our
Congregational Gathering on
February 18th.

Please submit your reports in
electronic format either on a CD
or by emailing it to
office@newlifepresby.org.
(2 to 4 PowerPoint slides would be
perfect).

2018 Calendars
Complimentary 2018 Calendars are available in the narthex.
Please feel free to take one to help stay organized in the coming year.

Happy Birthday!
New Life PC
received the
Christmas Joy
offering throughout
the Advent season.
Your generosity
resulted in a total
collection of $306,
helping provide
opportunities for
students to attend
Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools
and colleges and
helping the families
of active and retired
church workers.

Jan. 1

Frank Kunz

Jan. 18 Shawn Konikson

Jan. 3

William Rusnack

Jan. 21 Dorothy Harrington

Jan. 5

Jodie Horan

Jan. 23 Paul Hurst

Jan. 6

Ashley Gough

Jan. 23 Douglas MacIlreath

Jan. 6

Bill Heitman

Jan. 25 Louise Lather

Jan. 10

Dave Stoutenger

Jan. 25 Ellen Schroeder

Jan. 11

Brendan Booth

Jan. 31 Charles Armaly

Jan. 13

Sharon Gire

Jan. 13

Wendy Skelly

Jan. 16

Judith Harris
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org

JANUARY 2018

www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham, Dorothy Harrington, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Matthew Hurst, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,
Charles Gough, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Bruce Duff, Bernice Rutherford, Randy Tuck, Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Cheryl Konikson,
Bob Hitchcock

