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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)
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Greetings from Pastor Mary
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary.
The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
But the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favor with God.
You will conceive and give birth to a son,
and you will call him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.”
[Gospel of Luke 1:26-32]

The Season of Advent is upon us! Advent is a word derived from the Latin word, adventus, which
means “coming.” The Latin term, adventus, is a translation of the Greek word, parousia, which is
commonly used to refer to the Second Coming of Christ. Throughout the history of Christianity,
the term Advent has been used to signify several “comings” of Christ. Specifically, Christians
have spoken of three: Christ coming into the world as a human infant at Bethlehem, Christ coming
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, and Christ coming in glory at the end of time. The season
of Advent is an opportunity for us to focus upon these multiple ways in which Christ comes into
the world and into our lives.
During this Advent Season we will be focusing upon the Annunciations of the coming of Christ.
The Annunciation was the announcement of the coming of her child by the angel Gabriel to the
Virgin Mary, recorded in the Gospel of Luke. Gabriel told Mary to name her son Yeshua, which
means “YHWH is salvation” or “the Lord is salvation.” Gabriel was announcing to the world—
through Mary—that God’s salvation was to come through her son, Jesus. There are other
announcements of God’s salvation recorded in the Old Testament and in the Gospels. During the
coming weeks, we will listen to the Annunciations of God’s salvation through Jesus. Come join us
in worship this Advent Season to listen to the Good News of Christ’s coming!
May you find hope, peace, joy and love in the listening …

Pastor Mary
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Sunday School Ages 3 and Up
Back to Basics
Our Sunday School Program will
serve children from age 3 through
18. This year we will be studying the
Bible and finding our way through
it. Our studies will include verses,
songs, interpretations, games and
fun so the children will learn why
the Bible is important to us and what

we can do with it. In addition, the
kids are asking members of our
congregation to provide a favorite
verse to be included in our studies.
We look forward
to a wonderful
year of
enrichment
for all!

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays:
11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life
and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus
as a man of prayer who knew and
deeply valued intimate communion
with his heavenly Father.

What can we learn from the prayers
that he prayed? Come and explore
the prayers of Jesus to gain new
insights into prayer, the character
of God, and how to deepen your
relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Mondays:
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic
sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video
series that brings God’s Word to life
with astounding relevance.
These illuminating ‘faith lessons’ offer
a new understanding of the Bible that
will ground your convictions and

transform your understanding of
God and challenge you to be a true
follower of Jesus.
Journey back to the time of Jesus
and learn about his life and
ministry. We will discover how the
events of Jesus’ day impacted his
life, ministry, and communication.
Then let them impact yours.

New Life Christmas Concert/Pageant
New Life Presbyterian Church will
hold its Christmas Concert and
Children’s Pageant on Sunday,
December 17th at 4:00 PM. Please
come and enjoy an entertaining and

enriching program presented by
our talented members and
friends. Please plan to attend this
festive evening filled with
beautiful seasonal music.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
December 6
at 7 PM.
Please join us
to see where you can
help out.
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Holiday Baskets and Giving Tree

We are once
again taking
orders for the
gorgeous
Poinsettias to
beautify our
sanctuary this
holiday season.
Think about
ordering one or
more in memory
or in honor of
someone special
in your life. Order
forms are
available on the
bulletin board
and in the narthex
for your
convenience.
If you would like
to place an order,
but cannot make
it to church,
please contact the
church office.
Orders and
payment are
due by
December 10th.

We have adopted 15
families this
Christmas to provide
a holiday gift/food
basket These
families are also in
need of gifts for their
children as their
resources are quite limited. Tags
will hang from the tree at the back
of the sanctuary. Please take a tag
with the person’s name and need
on it. Make sure you wrap the gift
and attach the tag to it. It is
important that if you take an
ornament that you return the gift as
someone is depending on that gift
for Christmas. Please be sure to
follow the directions (found in the
December Church bulletins)
regarding the gifts and tags for all
giving tree items. If you have any
questions or problems please
contact Sue Gough at:
586-566-7531.

We will also need non perishables
(list is available in the narthex)
and monetary donations for the
holiday baskets. Place a separate
check, payable to New Life
Presbyterian Church in your
offering with the note of Food
Baskets. Cash donations can be
given to one of the Mission team
members after Worship Service.
The donation deadline is Sunday,
December 10th in order to have all
supplies in time for assembly and
delivery on December 16th.
Any questions or concerns may be
directed to the church office.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

Record Year for Blood Collections
NLPC hosted another successful
Blood Drive last month, and
achieved a new annual high in 2017
for blood donations. A total of 39
units were collected; 33 were whole
blood and 6 were double red, saving
117 lives. In 2017, NLPC hosted four
Blood Drives collecting a total of 179
units and saving 537 lives. Our
previous annual high was 157 units
collected. Our friends and
neighbors continue to demonstrated
the high value they put on our Blood
Drives providing them an
opportunity to give back to their
community.

Thanks to our November Life Saving
Teams: 1) Baking Team of Lynn
Booth, Sharon Gire, Lori Haralson,
Margaret North, Eleanor Pawlitz,
Amy Shoults, and Lou and Julie,
2) Canteen Hosting Team of Lynn
and Francis Booth, Margaret North,
and Eleanor Pawlitz, 3) Sign
Advertising by Bob Hitchcock, and
4) Blood Drive Facilitation and
Donor Scheduling by Shelley
Claeys. A special thanks to all NLPC
volunteers, who helped with our
Blood Drives in 2017, causing our
new annual high of saving 537 lives.

DECEMBER 2017
Page 5

December Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Presbyterian Women
and Dorcas Circle meet
on Tuesday, December
12th at 6:30 in the Church
Library for our annual
Christmas Party together. We will
have a potluck supper and each of
us should bring a quartered
sandwich to share, either a salad or
a dessert, a devotional reading and
$5.00 to give to the Giving Tree.
All the women of our congregation
are invited to join us for a time of
sharing the holiday spirit.

Rachel Circle
The ladies of Rachel
Circle meet on Thursday,
December 14 at our new time of
12:30 at the Honey Tree Restaurant
in the Walmart Plaza at Mound Rd.
and M59. We welcome all ladies
to come and enjoy a tasty lunch
and friendly conversation
together.

This year our celebration will
begin immediately after worship
service that day.

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker
US Army

• Private Michael
Hempton– US Army

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

We will be making ornaments for
Agape Hall Christmas trees,
decorating trees and caroling in
the sanctuary.
Please sign up on the bulletin
board outside the church office
to say you will attend.

Thank You!
Your generosity helped NLPC
provide Thanksgiving Food Baskets
to 10 families in our community. The
baskets contained items for a
Thanksgiving dinner plus grocery gift
cards, paper products and other
supplies.

US Air Force

• PFC Julian Lee

Family Christmas Potluck
New Life Honey-Doers are
hosting the New Life
Family Christmas Potluck
on Sunday, December 3.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–

A special thank you to those who
volunteered to deliver the baskets
and thank you to all those who
donated money, products and time
to this mission activity. Your
continued support makes a
difference in these families’ lives.
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Pastoral Search Progress Report
The self-study for New Life
Presbyterian Church has been
completed! Many thanks to Dave
Konikson, Shayla Hansen and
Valerie Robbins for their
dedication in sifting through all of
the information about NLPC from
the New Beginnings Report, from
the congregational workshops,
and from the mission statement to
generate the self-study.

At their meeting last week the
session approved the selfstudy. It has now been
forwarded to the Committee on
Ministry (COM) and is awaiting
their approval. Upon approval
from COM, we can begin the
process of electing a Pastor
Nominating Committee.

Stewardship Update
Through the
Christmas Joy
Offering, make and
keep our promises
to church workers
through assistance in
their time of need
and to racial ethnic
education and
leadership
development. New
Life will receive the
offering throughout
the Advent season.
Please prayerfully
consider your
generous support.

Thank you to all who attended our
Stewardship Service and
Celebration Potluck and to all who
have since turned in promise cards
of support for NLPC in 2018. If you
have not yet returned your
promise card, please bring or mail
it to the church office as soon as
possible. Additional promise
cards are available in the Narthex
and in the sanctuary. Thank you
for your prayerful consideration
and generosity.

NLPC October Finance Report
10/31/2017 Cash Balance
$55,514.12

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
$1,776.74

YTD Change
( $ 3,965.11)

YTD Budget
$ 165,590.00
$ 161,150.00

YTD Actual
$144,193.88
148,461.43

$ 4,440.00

( $ 4,267.55)
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together
through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson,
Matthew Hurst
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan,
Margie Hurst

