New Life Presbyterian Church
December 17, 2017

10:30 a.m.

Welcome to this Lord’s Day Worship. We rejoice that you are here!
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith
together through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an
imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.
Child Care is available during
our worship service.

Large Print Bulletins,
Hymnals,

Ask an usher for the location of the

and Bibles

Childcare Room.

are available.

Participating in Worship
Worship Leader:

Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones, Pastor

Music Director:

Edyta Jaros

Liturgist:

Jodie Horan

Ushers:

Francis Booth,
Jodie Horan and Don Soule

Service for the Lord’s Day
Third Sunday of Advent
Service of the Lord’s Day
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE – Matthew Hurst
AND
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

In the fullness of time, Mary, the mother of Jesus,
announced a word of joy:

My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely,
from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
On this third Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a sign of joy.

Let us share Mary’s joy with our world today.

And let us worship God.
*HYMN #82

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

CALL TO CONFESSION
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

When our spirits despair and we deny our blessedness,

Forgive us, O God.
When we ignore the mighty things you have done,
When we doubt your mercy,

Forgive us, O God.
When we are proud
in the thoughts of our hearts,

When our power rests on the oppression of others,
When our wealth causes others to go hungry,

Forgive us, O God.
Amen.
RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

At the beginning, at the end, and in every time between,
the Good News speaks to us
of God’s tender mercy and love for us.

We wait for Jesus to come!
Not to punish, but to give us joy,
not to judge, but to save us.

Thanks be to God. Amen.
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

...May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you!

And also with you.
Please share Christ’s peace with those worshipping around you.
Please note: in this warm and welcoming congregation, there are people who need a hug and
there are also people who are not comfortable receiving a hug. As you share Christ’s hope,
please be mindful of this by either reaching your hand out for a handshake, or asking, “May I
hug you?” before giving a hug.

SONG OF PRAISE

*#85

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (v 1-3)
LISTENING FOR THE WORD

THE WORD INTERPRETED FOR CHILDREN
ANTHEM

Mary Did You Know?

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NLPC Band

THE WORD OF GOD

Luke 1:461:46-56
Colossians 1:151:15-22

Pew Bible NT p. 53
Pew Bible NT p. 188

This is the Word of the LORD;

Thanks be to God.
SERMON SERIES

Annunciations of Advent
Outrageous

SERMON

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN #84

Creator of the Stars of Night

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray…
...Now, Lord God, listen to us
as we pray together the words our Savior taught us, saying:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

Seasonal Selection

OFFERTORY

*SONG OF DEDICATION *#606

NLPC Choir

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN #145

What Child is This

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

May starlight guide your steps...
...And let all God’s people say,

Alleluia and Amen!
POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able.

New Life Opportunities &
Announcements
Coffee Time- Please join your fellow NLPC members and visitors in a time of
fellowship following the service this morning. Everyone is welcome!

The 2018 Giving Envelopes are available in the Narthex. Please pick up yours
today!

Notes and reflections on this week’s sermon:

Today’s liturgy inspired / adapted from the following resources:
presbyterianmission.org, holdfastowhatisgood.com/liturgy/advent,
spaciousfaith.com, re-worship.blogspot.com, and Susan Elliot from
ellielliott.webs.com/sermonsprayers.htm.

Join us TODAY!
Our Christmas Concert and Children's Pageant will be held at 4:00 PM.
Please come and enjoy the performances by our talented members and
friends. It is sure to add joy to your holiday spirit!

Many Thanks from the Mission Committee
Thank you to those who helped support the mission
baskets and giving tree projects this year. With
your help we were able to provide mission food
baskets for 15 families which included general food
items along with a holiday meal and Christmas gifts
for their children. A special thank you goes out to
those who helped to assemble and deliver those baskets last
Sunday. Thank you for taking the opportunity to share god’s
love with the less fortunate in our community. Your generosity
truly brightens the season!

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
indescribable gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By
giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this
gift by providing assistance to current and retired
church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leader at Presbyterian-related
ethnic schools and colleges.

New Life will receive the offering throughout the
advent season. Please prayerfully consider your
generous support.

Newsletter Deadline— Please note that the deadline for the January
2018 newsletter is Thursday, December 21st. Please submit all articles
electronically to the church office by 10:00 AM. Thank you!

Looking Forward to Christmas Eve!
Celebrate the beauty of Jesus’ birth at our Christmas Eve service,
which will be held at 5:00 PM. Please feel free to invite friends and
family to worship with us this Christmas season.

The Minister’s Memo-The Magnificat
Today’s Gospel reading is the Magnificat. The Magnificat, taken from
Luke’s Gospel 1:46-55, is Mary’s hymn of praise to the Lord. It is also
known as the Canticle of Mary or Song of Mary. It is one of four songs of
praise included in the Gospel of Luke. It has been put to music several
times by famous composers like Bach, Mozart and Palastrina. Its name comes from
the first line of its text in Latin: Magnificat anima mea Dominum, meaning “My soul
magnifies the Lord.” Mary’s words not only provide wonderful material for songs
of praise, but also for meditation. In the words of the Magnificat, Mary proclaims
the greatness of God with both humility and grace. St. Ambrose once said in
reference to Mary’s prayer in response to the Annunciation of her coming son: “Let
Mary’s soul be in us to glorify the Lord; let her spirit be in us that we may rejoice in
God our Savior.” Let us all rejoice with Mary this advent season!

Stewardship Thanks!
Thank you to all who have turned in promise cards of support for
NLPC in 2018. If you have not yet submitted your card, please do so as
soon as possible. Additional promise cards are available in the Narthex
and in the sanctuary. The session is thankful for your generosity which
will help them to prepare the 2018 church budget.

Looking for Liturgists!
Check out the liturgist sign up sheet posted across from
Pastor Mary’s office with many opportunities for willing liturgists.
No experience is necessary! If you can serve at one of our worship
services, we would love to have your help so sign up today! We
look forward to hearing many voices from our congregation lead
us in praise each Sunday!

Please join us at 11:45AM in Agape Hall for light refreshments.
12:00 PM Sunday School
Childcare is available from 10:00AM-1:00PM.
By providing educational opportunities for all ages our mission is to deepen knowledge
and understanding of the Bible, strengthen relationships with Christ, increase the desire
to share our faith and to grow Christian leaders both within and outside the church
community.

Sunday School— Back to Basics
Our Sunday School Program will serve children from age 3 through 18.
This year we will be studying the Bible and finding our way through it.
Our studies will include verses, songs, interpretations, games and fun so
the children will learn why the Bible is important to us and what we can
do with it. In addition, the kids are asking members of our congregation
to provide a favorite verse to be included in our studies. We look
forward to a wonderful year of enrichment for all!

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life and ministry. From his baptism to his crucifixion,
the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of prayer who knew and deeply valued intimate
communion with his heavenly Father. What can we learn from the prayers that he
prayed? Come and explore the prayers of Jesus to gain new insights into prayer, the
character of God, and how to deepen your relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am in Agape Hall
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video series that
brings God’s Word to life with astounding relevance. These illuminating ‘faith lessons’
offer a new understanding of the Bible that will ground your convictions and transform
your understanding of God and challenge you to be a true follower of Jesus.
Journey back to the time of Jesus and learn about his life and ministry. We will discover
how the events of Jesus’ day impacted his life, ministry, and communication. Then let
them impact yours.

PRAY FOR HEALING
Terry Riggs- - (Janet’s son)
Steven- (Friend of Dave Konikson)
Rusty Estlow- (Karen Duff’s mother)
George Bousquette’s sister-in-law
Jerry Kurtz
Michael DiPasquale
Sharon Gire
Fred Walker
May Shorthouse
Janet Riggs
Winnie Fulton
Glenn Watterworth
Dave Bousquette
Shirley Honor
Joan Mc Bride
Marge Kunz
Lindle Lussier- friend of Pat Tomlinson)
Shirley Wintermuth
Sherie -(Marlene Misuraca’s daughter)
Jayne (Sandra Day's daughter/Karen Tuck's sister)

STRENGTH AND HOPE
Carlene Kneebone
Jenni Madigan
Catherine Meeka- --(friend of Shelley)
Curt & Lisa Albrecht & Family--(friends of

COMFORT IN MOURNING
Family of Pat Tomlinson– after her recent passing
May Shorthouse & family- afte recent passing of
her sister, Nan

Warren Schroeder and family– after the recent
passing of his brother-in-law

Family of Ralph Moore- (Midge Turek’s nephew)
after his recent passing

The Gough Family– after the recent passing of their
dog, Romeo

Cheryl Rockey and Family-after her mom, Dorene
Rockey’s recent passing

Marilyn Wright and Family-after Reg’s recent
passing

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
Kendra- requested by Fred Walker
Jason Barr—Booths’ cousin
PFC Julian Lee– US Army
Col. Jason Hollaran-US Army

Schroeders)

Diane Burr-(Lori Haralson’s friend)
Nancy Bechtel
Dean- (Margie Hurst’s nephew)
Ken Pawlitz
Tom Dittman
Marilyn Anderson
Lois (Pat Tomlinson’s friend)
Helen Goltz
Dorothy Johnson

GENERAL/GLOBAL
Those suffering loss and hardship from recent
natural disasters
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world
Second Mile Center
Those seeking work
Missionaries serving worldwide
Those experiencing homelessness
An end to violence in our nation

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be
removed from our prayer chain. Thank you.
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Reverend Mary Bah r-Jones, Inte rim Pastor

CHURCH STAFF
Wendy Mueller, Secretary
Shelley Claeys, Secretary

Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Sharon Gire
Dave Konikson
Jeff Turner

Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham
Dorothy Harrington
Marge Kunz

Lori Haralson
Matthew Hurst
Valerie Robbins

DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison

Secretary: Shayla Hansen

Francis Booth
Lynn Booth
Shirley Coar
Joyce Harrison

Bruce Duff
Shayla Hansen
Carlene Kneebone
Randy Tuck

Sue Gough
Jodie Horan
Margie Hurst

NLPC Weekly Calendar
MONDAY, December 18, 2017
9:00 AM Honey-Doers
10:30 AM Study Group
7:00 PM Session Meeting
8:00 PM AA

THURSDAY, December 21, 2017
11:00 AM Prayer/Study Group
7:00 PM Band Practice

FRIDAY, December 22, 2017
TUESDAY, December 19, 2017
8:00 PM AA, Alanon, Alateen

WEDNESDAY, December 20, 2017
6:45 PM Tone Chimes Practice
7:00 PM Finance Committee

Church Office Closed

SUNDAY, December 24, 2017
8:45 AM Choir Practice
10:00 AM Prayer Partners
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Coffee Time
12:00 PM Sunday School
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship

