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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

The Peace & Global Witness
Offering supports Presbyterian
ministries of peacemaking and
witnessing to the peace of
Christ.

Twenty-five percent of
collected funds will be
retained at New Life PC for
support of our own
peacemaking ministry.

Ephesians tells us that Jesus
came to proclaim a peace that is
universal. As followers of Christ,
our call to witness/work for
peace begins in our own
neighborhoods and extends to
the ends of the earth. By giving
to the Peace & Global Witness
Offering, you support the holistic
and wide-ranging witness of the
whole church.

The Peace & Global Witness
Offering is received on
World Communion Sunday,
which celebrates the unity of
the worldwide church
through Christ as Christians
around the world participate
in the Lord's Supper.

At the national level, this means
supporting the collaboration of
the Peacemaking Program and
the Presbyterian Ministry at the
United Nations working through
World Mission.
Yet the Offering is as much about
local congregations living out a
commitment to peacemaking as
they proclaim Christ’s peace.

NLPC will collect the
Offering on Sunday,
October 1, 2017.
Please give
prayerful
consideration
as you give to
the Offering
this year.
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Greetings from Pastor Mary
“Then the Lord God said: ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as a
partner.’”
[Genesis 4:18]
Several years ago, I was standing in the hallway of Northville High School waiting for my son,
while he did wrestling practice with the Northville Wrestling Club. As I stood leaning against the
wall, a new parent to the wrestling club introduced herself. After talking about our kids and my
son’s experience with the wrestling club, I happened to mention that I attended First Presbyterian
Church of Northville. In response, the woman asked: “Is that the church with the white pillars in
the middle of town?” When I responded that it was indeed the church in town, she said: “Oh, I
tried THAT church. During coffee time, everyone stood around in their tight little groups talking.
Not a single person greeted me. I hear they have a reputation for that. I never went back. I’m
surprised you are a member there … you seem so friendly.”
One of the loneliest places to be is to be alone in the midst of a crowd. Perhaps, this is more true
in a church than any place else. We go to a church seeking God’s love. Yet, we can enter a
church, where no one says: “Hello.” We can attend a worship service, where no one says:
“Welcome.” We can attend a coffee and fellowship time, where no one says: “I’m glad you are
here.” How alienating it must be to go to a church seeking the face of God and walk away feeling
unseen!
Over the summer months, I observed several visitors come to New Life Presbyterian Church.
When I greeted them at the door of the sanctuary following worship, they would introduce
themselves and talk briefly with me. After worshiping with us and being greeted during the
passing of the peace, they were enthusiastic and seemed interested in coming back again. Later
when I wandered down to Agape Hall, however, I would often find our visitors sitting by
themselves drinking their coffee. Although I made a point of speaking with our visitors, too often,
it appeared that very few members of the church took the time to greet them and talk with them.
Consequently, only a few of our visitors have returned to worship with us again.
People do not enter our church doors, so that they can sit alone in the midst of a crowd. People
come to church looking for God’s love. As members of this church family, you all are so very
loving and supportive of one another. Extend that love to the stranger, when they come into our
midst. Let us not be THAT church, with a reputation for not greeting our visitors. Let us rather be
THE church, where visitors see the love in our faces as we warmly welcome them into our
community!
Blessings,
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Sunday School Ages 3 and Up
Back to Basics
Our Sunday School Program will
serve children from age 3 through
18. This year we will be studying the
Bible and finding our way through
it. Our studies will include verses,
songs, interpretations, games and
fun so the children will learn why
the Bible is important to us and what

we can do with it. In addition, the
kids are asking members of our
congregation to provide a favorite
verse to be included in our studies.
We look forward
to a wonderful
year of
enrichment
for all!

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays:
11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life
and ministry. From his baptism to his
crucifixion, the Gospels portray Jesus
as a man of prayer who knew and
deeply valued intimate communion
with his heavenly Father.

What can we learn from the prayers
that he prayed? Come and explore
the prayers of Jesus to gain new
insights into prayer, the character
of God, and how to deepen your
relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Mondays:
10:30 am – 11:45 am in Agape Hall
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic
sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video
series that brings God’s Word to life
with astounding relevance.
Whether you can quote Biblical
verses from memory or you have
never opened the pages of a Bible,

these illuminating ‘faith lessons’
offer a new understanding of the
Bible that will ground your
convictions and transform your life.
We will learn how God put his mark
on a people and their land to be
witnesses to the world around them.
It is a mark that God has extended
through ancient Israel to the faithful
today.

Harvest Party
The Discipleship Growth Committee, in partnership with the Membership/
Fellowship committee, is planning a Harvest Party for Saturday, October
28. from 6:30 to 8:30 PM in Agape Hall. There will be crafts and games,
cookie decorating and a piñata! Cider and donuts will also be provided.
More details will be coming soon so watch future Sunday bulletins!

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
October 4
at 7 PM.
Please join us
to see where you can
help out this fall.
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Tenth Anniversary!
TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PULMONARY FIBROSIS SUPPORT
GROUP WHICH MEETS AT NLPC
In October, 2007, the first support
group in Michigan for those
diagnosed with Pulmonary Fibrosis
met at New Life Presbyterian
Church, then called The
Presbyterian Church of Utica and
led by Reverend Doyle Andrews.
My late husband Carl had been
diagnosed with this deadly lung
disease several years earlier;
when Reverend Andrews and the
church Session learned about the
need for a place in which those
with PF and their loved ones could
meet to support each other, they
didn't hesitate to open the doors of
the church for this purpose.

Ten years later, this group still
meets at NLPC under new, very
effective leadership, continuing to
provide encouragement,
information and hope. While
progress has been made in the
treatment of Pulmonary Fibrosis,
the need for support remains for
those who are currently battling
this disease.
May God Bless New Life for
helping to make this group
possible.
With Gratitude to All,
Judy Dittman

Sincerest Thanks
Thank you to everyone who sent cards and contributed to the memorial
service and luncheon for my husband, Reg Wright. Your time and your
love are very much appreciated.
To God be the glory for our NLPC family.
Marilyn Wright

NLPC August Finance Report
8/31/2017 Cash Balance
$58,638.41

Income
Expense
Total

August Change
( $6,265.75)

YTD Change
( $ 840.82)

YTD Budget
$ 132,472.00
$ 128,920.00

YTD Actual
$114,720.47
114,614.69

$ 3,552.00

$ 105.78
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October Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle

Rachel Circle

The Dorcas Circle will
meet on October 10th
at 7 p.m. in the Church
Library. Our hostess is
Amy Shoults. Pat Tomlinson
will share a devotion. Dessert
will be provided by Margie Hurst.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

The Rachel Circle will
meet on Thursday,
October 12th at Noon at the Honey
Tree Restaurant. It is located in the
Walmart Plaza at Mound and
M59. Please let Marilyn Winter
know if you will attend. Everyone
is welcome.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

• Private Michael
Hempton– US Army

Deacons

Membership/Fellowship

The Deacons will
meet on Tuesday,
October 17th
at 7:00 PM.

The Membership and
Fellowship committee
will meet with the
Deacons as noted
to the left.

Good Friends Moving On
A loving NLPC send off was held
for Bill and Joyce Pitchford after
worship on September 17th.
Bill and Joyce have been members
here for over 50 years! They are
relocating and we are saddened to
see them go but we sent them off
with prayer shawls to remind them
that they will be in our prayers as
they settle into their new home!

Old Fashioned Picnic Thanks
A big thank you goes out to the deacons, potluck contributors and all the
volunteers who worked together to make our Annual Church Picnic a
success! Everyone enjoyed a good meal and wonderful fellowship. A
special thank you to Frank and Bob for playing music for our great sing
along! Thank you!

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army
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2017 Thank Offering
New Life Presbyterian Women
will hold the
Thank Offering Dinner on
Tuesday, October 10, 2017
@ 6:30 pm at
Jovan's Steak House
35219 Dodge Park
Sterling Heights, MI
The annual Thank Offering gives
women a tangible way to
express gratitude for God’s
blessings by sharing their
blessings with those in need at
home and around the world.
The offering funds programs
that provide education, safe

housing, clean water, health
care, help for prisoners, justice
for women, and so much more.
Sign up on the bulletin board to
say you will join us. If you are
unable to come for the dinner
but would like to offer support,
donations can be made using
the envelopes at the back of the
sanctuary.
Contact Dorothy Harrington or
Shirley Honor with questions.

October Birthdays
Oct 2
Oct 10
Oct 10
Oct 11
Oct 11
Oct 12
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 17
Oct 17

Konrad Araszkiewicz
Tara Duff
Warren Schroeder
Ethan Leaf
Nelson Shoults
Donald Soule
Jeff Turner
Bob Updyke
Bruce Duff
Martin Campbell

Oct 18
Oct 19
Oct 19
Oct 21
Oct 23
Oct 23
Oct 28
Oct 29
Oct 29

October Anniversaries
10/08/1983

Dave & Cheryl Konikson

10/18/1975

Douglas & Suzanne MacIIreath

10/24/1970

Paul & Margie Hurst

10/29/1955

William & Anne Rae

Sean O'Brien
Chuck Gough
James McBride
James Haralson
Michael Dials
Steven Dials
Peggy Soule
Joan Lockard
Anne Rae
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Children’s Page

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together
through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson,
Matthew Hurst
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan,
Margie Hurst

