New Life Presbyterian Church
October 22, 2017

10:30 a.m.

Welcome to this Lord’s Day Worship. We rejoice that you are here!
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith
together through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an
imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.
Child Care is available during
our worship service.

Large Print Bulletins,
Hymnals,

Ask an usher for the location of the

and Bibles

Childcare Room.

are available.

Participating in Worship
Worship Leader:
Music Director:
Liturgist:
Ushers:

Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones, Pastor
Edyta Jaros
George Bousquette
Francis Booth, Bruce Duff,
Jodie Horan and Don Soule

Service for the Lord’s Day
20th Sunday after Pentecost
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

All who are thirsty, come!

God is the fountain for our lives.
All who are hungry, come!

Jesus feeds us with goodness and grace.
Rich and poor, young and old, neighbor and guest, come!

The Holy Spirit gathers everyone who trusts in him.
*HYMN #720

Jesus Calls Us

CALL TO CONFESSION
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God of abundance,
We are sure we do not have enough
to end hunger in our communities.

that—
Forgive us for forgetting that
—by your presence
power—
and power
—very little can do so much.
We believe we are the only ones
who carry heartache around with us.

Forgive us for not seeing or embracing
the despair of those around us.
We think we do not have the words
with which to offer hope and healing to strangers.

Forgive us for not having the courage
to run up to them extending your grace.
We convince ourselves that we need to devote all
our time, energy, and resources to on keeping up with others.

Forgive us for not living that joyful, gracious life
modeled for us by your Son, Jesus.
Hear us now as we pray our silent prayers.
Amen.
RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Come to our God, who covers us with compassion,
who feeds us on grace and mercy.

What good news!
Everyone who thirsts is given water;
everyone who hungers is fed;
everyone who sins is forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

...May of Jesus Christ be with you!

And also with you.
Please share Christ’s peace with those worshipping around you.
Also please note: in this warm and welcoming congregation, there are people who need a hug
and there are also people who are not comfortable receiving a hug. As you share Christ’s
peace, please respect this by either reaching your hand out for a handshake, or asking,
“May I hug you?” before giving a hug.

SONG OF PRAISE

Come Sing, O Church, In Joy! (v 1,3 & 4)

*#305

LISTENING FOR THE WORD
THE WORD INTERPRETED FOR CHILDREN
ANTHEM

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing,
the feast is Ready

Choir

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE WORD OF GOD

Matthew 14:1314:13-21
This is the Word of the LORD;

Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible NT p. 15

In the Footsteps of Jesus

SERMON SERIES

Thin Places

SERMON

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN # 312

Take Us As We Are, O God

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

...Just as we trust that
You hear us we pray together the prayer Jesus taught us,
Saying :
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

OFFERTORY

The Stand

Band

*SONG OF DEDICATION *#605

Praise God the Father

Praise God the Father;
Praise God the Son;
Praise God the Spirit;
Three--in
in--One.
Praise to the Three
Praise to God Almighty;
Praise to the Holy One.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN #734

Hope of the World

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

...And let all God’s people say,

Alleluia and Amen!
POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able.

Today’s liturgy inspired / adapted from the following resources: re-worship.blogspot.com,
bruceprewer.com , rev-o-lution.org, lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com

New Life Opportunities &
Announcements
Coffee Time- Please join your fellow NLPC members and visitors in a time of
fellowship following the service this morning. Everyone is welcome!

Notes and reflections on this week’s sermon:

Harvest Party!
This coming Saturday is our Harvest Party, sponsored by the
Discipleship Growth and Membership and Fellowship Committees!
Join your church family for crafts and games, cookie decorating and a
piñata! Hot dogs, cider and donuts will also be provided. The
festivities will be held in Agape Hall and will begin at 6:30 PM and
continue until 8:30 PM. We hope to see you there!

Help Needed—Sign up Today!
The Harvest Party planned for Saturday, October 28th has been
well publicized and we are hoping to have a great response
from the community. In order to provide a wonderful
experience for everyone who attends, we are in need of several
“ambassadors” that evening. It’s an easy job– just greet guests
and take a few minutes to talk with them to make sure they feel
welcome and cared for here at NLPC.
Sign up on the bulletin board today to say you will help out!

The Minister’s Memo– Feeding of 5000
Only two miracles are recorded in all four gospels: the resurrection
and the feeding of the 5000. The resurrection is clearly the most
important miracle, as it provides the basis for our faith in Jesus as
the Son of God. So what is it about the feeding of the 5000 that is so
important that all four gospel writers recorded it? Although the
details surrounding this miracle differ from one gospel to the next,
there is one point upon which they all agree. When the multitude had been fed,
there was an abundance of left-overs. So Jesus not only provided for their need,
Jesus provided for them abundantly. The message to us seems clear. Jesus will not
only provide for us, but Jesus will provide for us abundantly.

Church Office Hours This Week
Monday—Thursday
Friday

9:00 AM—3:00 PM
OFFICE CLOSED

Animals in Our Backyard!
New Life Presbyterian Church will be hosting a representative
from the Howell Nature Center on Sunday, November 5. The
presentation will be meshed with our worship service that day.
This is an opportunity to appreciate and learn about the wildlife
living in our own backyards and includes interaction with live
animals as well as tips on how to help our wild neighbors thrive.
Please be sure to join us that Sunday for a hands-on experience
with a warm, fuzzy feel!
*Because of the visit from our animal friends that day,

Communion will be held on November 12 instead of the
traditional first Sunday.

3rd Quarter Giving Statements
3rd Quarter Giving Statements were emailed a couple weeks
ago to those who have an email on file with the church office.
Paper statements were printed for those who do not have an
email on file and are in the narthex. Please take your statement
with you today.
If you did not receive a statement electronically and do not find yours in the narthex
today, please call the church office to have one prepared for you. Thank you!

A Letter of Thanks
Dear Church Family,
I am writing this letter to express my gratitude for all the gifts you
sent to me to help set up my home. Words cannot begin to express
my thankfulness for the kindness and love shown to me over the
last several months. I take this chance to thank most especially
the Tuck family, Sandy Day, the Kunz family, the Gough family,
Shayla Hansen, Sharon Gire, Pastor Mary and Pastor Jill for their
immeasurable contribution to my life and the lives of my three
children.
May the good Lord bless you abundantly in Jesus’ name.
Yours faithfully,
The Ekpo Family

New Life Presbyterian Church
Blood Drive
Agape Hall
Thursday, November 16, 2017
2:00 PM to 7:45 PM
Contact the church office or sign up on the bulletin board today.
For more info call Bruce Short at 586-264-5295.
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Bakers and Hosts Needed!
We are in need of volunteers to donate baked goods (pies and cookies)
and also to host the Canteen on November 16th for our blood drive.
To volunteer to help in any way, sign up on the bulletin board or call
Bruce Short.
Special thanks to all who are able to volunteer to make our drive a success!

The Peace & Global Witness Offering supports Presbyterian
ministries of peacemaking and witnessing to the peace of Christ.
As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for peace begins
in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of the earth.
By giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, you support
the holistic and wide-ranging witness of the whole church.
Twenty-five percent of collected funds are retained by
congregations for support of their own peacemaking ministry.
The remainder is forwarded to the Presbyterian Mission Agency
so that it can continue to help transform cultures in conflict into
communities of peace.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering was collected on October 1
but your contributions are still welcome. Envelopes are available
in the Narthex and also in the pews for your convenience.
Thank you for your generosity.

WORLD
COMMUNION
SUNDAY

Thanksgiving Mission Food Baskets
New Life Presbyterian Church is planning a Thanksgiving Food Basket
Delivery Program to help 10 families in our community. The baskets
will contain items for a Thanksgiving dinner plus grocery gift cards,
paper products and baby supplies. We are collecting food items as well
as monetary donations each Sunday through November 12th in order
to fulfill our mission goal. See the bulletin facing page for a list of
desired items. Baskets will be assembled on the morning of Saturday,
November 18th. There are various opportunities to be a part of this
mission outreach team. Please sign up on the mission bulletin board to
participate. Please call or see Bruce Short (586-264-5295) or any Mission
Committee member for details.

Mission Missive
Hurricanes and wildfires have caused catastrophic loss of lives and
property here in our country and Hurricanes Maria and Irma have
pummeled the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, leaving much devastation in their wakes. The death toll in Mexico continues to rise after
several powerful earthquakes struck within a few weeks' time.
Our thoughts and prayers are with those whose lives have been turned
upside down by these events. If you would like to reach out to those
affected by these catastrophic storms you can give a gift for Disaster
Relief through:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
American Red Cross
World Vision

Church Communication
Would you like to have a church event or announcement included in
the Newsletter or Sunday bulletin? Would you like to invite church
members to a special event? Please submit a Publication Request form
to the church office for all announcements to be included in the Newsletter and/or
Sunday bulletin. The deadline for Sunday bulletin publication is the prior
Wednesday. Request forms can be found on the bulletin board outside the church
office. You can also email your request to office@newlifepresby.org.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping the lines of
communication open here at New Life Presbyterian Church.

Please join the Mission Committee of New Life Presbyterian Church in
filling Mission food baskets for those in need in our community. Please
choose items from the list below (items tend to be the most expensive for
families to obtain) when shopping for your donation:
*Canned Ham
*Canned Chicken
*Canned Turkey
*Canned Tuna
*Jar of Peanut Butter
Jar of Jelly
Box of Bisquick

Box of Jell-O
Box of Cake Mix
Can of Frosting
Can of Fruit
Boxed Macaroni
& Cheese

Can of Spaghetti-O’s
Can of Soup w/Meat
Box of Success Rice or
a bag of rice
Box of Instant Potatoes
(plain)

* Items are High Protein Items
The Mission Committee will be collecting donations
through Sunday, November 12th, with the baskets being assembled on
Saturday, November 18th in Agape Hall. Be sure to sign up to help with
this mission activity. Thank you for helping to provide assistance to
families in our community.

Looking for Liturgists!
Check out the liturgist sign up sheet posted across from
Pastor Mary’s office with many opportunities for willing liturgists.
No experience is necessary! If you can serve at one of our worship
services, we would love to have your help so sign up today! We
look forward to hearing many voices from our congregation lead
us in praise each Sunday!

Flu Shots!
The flu season is nearing and flu shots are recommended for many to
keep the sickness away. If you would like to get a flu shot but do not
have transportation please contact Phil Cunningham . He has
graciously offered to drive NLPC members to local pharmacies to
receive flu shots. Please contact Shelley at the church office or Phil
directly at 586-306-9985. A big thank you goes out to Phil for helping
to keep our congregation healthy!

Please join us at 11:45AM in Agape Hall for light refreshments.
12:00 PM Sunday School
Childcare is available from 10:00AM-1:00PM.
By providing educational opportunities for all ages our mission is to deepen knowledge
and understanding of the Bible, strengthen relationships with Christ, increase the desire
to share our faith and to grow Christian leaders both within and outside the church
community.

Sunday School— Back to Basics
Our Sunday School Program will serve children from age 3 through 18.
This year we will be studying the Bible and finding our way through it.
Our studies will include verses, songs, interpretations, games and fun so
the children will learn why the Bible is important to us and what we can
do with it. In addition, the kids are asking members of our congregation
to provide a favorite verse to be included in our studies. We look
forward to a wonderful year of enrichment for all!

Prayers of Jesus
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life and ministry. From his baptism to his crucifixion,
the Gospels portray Jesus as a man of prayer who knew and deeply valued intimate
communion with his heavenly Father. What can we learn from the prayers that he
prayed? Come and explore the prayers of Jesus to gain new insights into prayer, the
character of God, and how to deepen your relationship with him.

Faith Lessons Video Series
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am in Agape Hall
Filmed on location at Israel’s historic sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video series that
will transform your understanding of God and challenge you to be a true follower of
Jesus.
Whether you can quote Biblical verses from memory or you have never opened the
pages of a Bible, these illuminating ‘faith lessons’ offer a new understanding of the Bible
that will ground your convictions and transform your life. We will explore the turbulent
history of Israel's prophets and kings and learn from their story how to build your own
devotion to and trust in God.

PRAY FOR HEALING
Nan Grabowski
Michael DiPasquale
Jerry Kurtz
Sharon Gire
Fred Walker
May Shorthouse
Janet Riggs
Winnie Fulton
Glenn Watterworth
Dave Bousquette
James Tomlinson
Shirley Honor
Joan Mc Bride
Marge Kunz
Mark & Shannon McGregor
Lindle Lussier- friend of Pat Tomlinson)
Shirley Wintermuth
Sherie -(Marlene Misuraca’s daughter)
Jayne (Sandra Day's daughter/Karen Tuck's sister)

STRENGTH AND HOPE
Jenni Madigan
Danielle and her preemie
Catherine Meeka- --(friend of Shelley)
Curt & Lisa Albrecht & Family--(friends of
Schroeders)
Diane Burr-(Lori Haralson’s friend)

Nancy Bechtel
Dean- (Margie Hurst’s nephew)
Ken Pawlitz
Tom Dittman
Ryan V
Marilyn Anderson
Lois (Pat Tomlinson’s friend)
Helen Goltz
Dorothy Johnson
Carlene Kneebone

COMFORT IN MOURNING
Cheryl Rockey and Family-after her mom, Dorene
Rockey’s passing last week

Family of Ralphine Drabik (Joann DiPasquale’s
friend) after her recent passing

Marilyn Wright and Family-after Reg’s recent
passing

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
Kendra- requested by Fred Walker
Jason Barr—Booths’ cousin
PFC Julian Lee– US Army
Private Michael Hempton– US Army
Col. Jason Hollaran-US Army

GENERAL/GLOBAL
Those suffering loss and hardship from Hurricanes
Harvey and Irma
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world
Second Mile Center
Those seeking work
Missionaries serving worldwide
Those experiencing homelessness
An end to violence in our nation

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be
removed from our prayer chain. Thank you.

New Life Presbyterian Church
11300 Nineteen Mile Road Sterling Heights, MI 48314
www.newlifepresby.org
Find us on Facebook
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Reverend Mary Bah r-Jones, Inte rim Pastor

CHURCH STAFF
Wendy Mueller, Secretary
Shelley Claeys, Secretary

Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Sharon Gire
Dave Konikson
Jeff Turner

Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham
Dorothy Harrington
Marge Kunz

Lori Haralson
Matthew Hurst
Valerie Robbins

DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison

Secretary: Shayla Hansen

Francis Booth
Lynn Booth
Shirley Coar
Joyce Harrison

Bruce Duff
Shayla Hansen
Carlene Kneebone
Randy Tuck

Sue Gough
Jodie Horan
Margie Hurst

NLPC Weekly Calendar
MONDAY, October 23, 2017
9:00 AM Honey-Doers
10:30 AM Study Group
8:00 PM AA
TUESDAY, October 24, 2017
8:00 PM AA, Alanon, Alateen
WEDNESDAY, October 25, 2017
6:45 PM Tone Chimes Practice
THURSDAY, October 26, 2017
11:00 AM Prayer/ Study Group
7:00 PM Band Practice

FRIDAY, October 27, 2017
Church Office Closed

SATURDAY, October 28, 2017
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Harvest Party

SUNDAY, October 29, 2017
8:45 AM Choir Practice
10:00 AM Prayer Partners
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Coffee & Fellowship
12:00 PM Sunday School

