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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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The 

Discipleship 

Growth 

Committee 

will meet on 

Wednesday, September 6th, 

at 7:00 pm.  

We invite anyone with ideas or 

talents for Christian Education 

for all ages to join us.  If you are 

interested in being a teacher, 

please consider coming to 

observe any of our classes to see 

how you can help! 

We are very excited to begin 
this year’s Sunday School 

programs on September 24th  
at 12:00 pm. We are looking 

forward to this school year and 
the many resources we have 

available to us! We are 
finalizing the details of our 
Sunday School program for 

children ages 3 to 12 years old 
and are also creating an 

engaging program for our youth 
in junior and senior high school.   

Please join us for great 
opportunities to learn more 

about God’s work in the 
world and in our lives. 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary    

 

“The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you” … “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your 

name great … and all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through you.” 
[Genesis 12:1-3] 

  

God called a specific people—the descendants of Abraham—to be instruments of his grace.   

God also chose a specific place for his chosen people to fulfill his calling to them.  Through the 

middle of the land that God gave to Abraham’s descendants ran the Via Maris, which is the main 
coastal road running “between” the mighty empires of Egypt and Mesopotamia.  Perpendicular 

to the Via Maris, running east-west through Jerusalem and Jericho, was one of the few roads 
connecting the Via Maris with the King’s Highway.  The King’s Highway was another major trade 

route running east of the Jordan River.  The Via Maris and the road through Jerusalem and Jericho 

were bustling with people travelling between these powerful civilizations of Egypt and 

Mesopotamia. God placed the people of Israel lived at the crossroad of the ancient world. 

 In the ancient world, people would raise up stones and stand them up as witnesses to important 

events such covenants made or battles won.  The people of Israel, when they encountered the 
power of God in a particular place, would raise up masseboth or “standing stones” to witness to 

God’s miraculous activity on their behalf.  These “standing stones” would have stories or 

inscriptions carved on them explaining their significance, much like our own monuments and 
memorials today.  God placed the people of Israel at the crossroad of the ancient world as 

“standing stones.”  The nation of Israel was a testament to God’s active power in the world. 

As Christians—by our very name—we “stand” for Christ.  Consequently, what we do and how we 
behave witnesses to the world around us. This makes us “standing stones” for God’s activity in 

Christ within our community and within our world today.  I invite you all, therefore, to reflect 

upon your life as a community of Christ. When someone drives past the crossroad of 19 Mile and 
Clinton River Road, what do they see?  What is it that we stand for?  

 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 



Page 3 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  
September 6 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us  
to see where you can 
help out this fall. 

Welcome Back to Sunday School 

We hope everyone enjoyed the 
summer and we look forward to the 

start of Sunday School on September 

24th at 12:00 noon.  In keeping with 
years past, our program will serve 

children from age 3 through 18. We 

will begin the year with bible based 
activities which will roll into our fall 

program lessons in October.   

Come join  

the Prayer Group for study of 

The Prayers of Jesus 

Thursdays: 
 starting on September 14th  

11:00 am – NOON  

 

 

 

Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ 

life and ministry.  From his baptism 
to his crucifixion, the Gospels 

portray Jesus as a man of prayer 

who knew and deeply valued 
intimate communion with his 

heavenly Father.  What can we 

learn from the prayers that he 
prayed?  Come and explore the 

prayers of Jesus to gain new 
insights into prayer, the character 

of God, and how to deepen your 

relationship with him. 

Prayers of Jesus 

All are invited to join  
the Honey Doers study of 

Faith Lessons  

on the Promised Land  

Mondays:  

September 11 – October 9  

10:30 am – 11:45 am in Agape Hall 

 

Filmed on location at Israel’s historic 

sites, Faith Lessons is a unique video 
series that brings God’s Word to life 

with astounding relevance.  

 

Whether you can quote Biblical 

verses from memory or you have 
never opened the pages of a Bible, 

these illuminating ‘faith lessons’ 

offer a new understanding of the 
Bible that will ground your 

convictions and transform your life. 

In the first of the series, we will 
learn how God put his mark on a 

people and their land to be 
witnesses to the world around them. 

It is a mark that God has extended 

through ancient Israel to the faithful 
today. 

Faith Lessons Video Series 
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Blood Drive Update 

NLPC set a new record at our  
August 17 Blood Drive. 54 units 

were collected; 46 were whole 

blood and  
4 were double red, saving a total of 

162 lives. Our previous record, set 

in June, was 49 units. Once again, 
our friends and neighbors 

demonstrated the high value they 

put on our Blood Drives providing 
them an opportunity to give back 

to their community. Special thanks 
to NLPC's Life Saving Teams: 1) 

Baking Team of Lynn Booth, Sharon 

Gire, Lori Haralson, Margie Hurst, 
Margaret North, Eleanor Pawlitz, 

Amy Shoults, and Elaine 

Watterworth, 2) Canteen Hosting 
Team of Lynn and Francis Booth, 

Margaret North, Eleanor Pawlitz, 

Glenn and Elaine Watterworth, 

and Shirley Wintermuth, 3) Sign 
Advertising by Bob Hitchcock,  

and 4) Blood Drive Facilitation 

and Donor Scheduling by Shelley 
Claeys. Each and every member 

of NLPC's Life Saving Team 

contributed to saving those 162 
lives, and delivering a valued and 

appreciated service to our 
community. The total collection 

from our three previous Blood 

Drives in 2017 was 140 pints, 
saving 420 lives. Our final Blood 

Drive of the year is Thursday, 

November 16. Contact the church 
office at 586-731-6133 with 

questions or to sign up. 

NLPC Annual Picnic! 

 

 

• Food 

• Games 

• Ice Cream 

Sign up on the bulletin board to bring 

your favorite dish to share.  

(Hamburgers, hot dogs & beverages will be provided.) 



  

September Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and the Dorcas Circle  
will begin their fall 

monthly meetings on 

September 12,2017. 
We will meet every second 

Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm, 

every one is welcome.  
Our study lesson this fall, winter 

will be --" Cloud of Wellness: The 

Community of Christ in Hebrews." 
By Melissa Bane Sevier. 

 

Deacons 

The Deacons will  

meet on September 
19th at 7:00 PM. 
 

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet for lunch on 

Thursday, September 14th at Noon 
at the Honey Tree Restaurant. It is 

located in the Walmart Plaza at 

Mound and M59.  All ladies are 
welcome to join us for a tasty lunch 

and friendly conversation.  Please 
let Lynn Booth know if you will 

attend.   

 

 

 
Membership/Fellowship 

The Membership and 

Fellowship committee 

will meet with the 
Deacons as noted to 

the left. 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Private Michael 

Hempton– US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

2017 Peace & Global Witness Offering 

The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering supports Presbyterian 

ministries of peacemaking and 

witnessing to the peace of Christ.   

Ephesians tells us that Jesus came 

to proclaim a peace that is 
universal.  As followers of Christ, 

our call to witness/work for peace 
begins in our own neighborhoods 

and extends to the ends of the 

earth.  By giving to the Peace & 
Global Witness Offering, you 

support the holistic and wide-

ranging witness of the whole 
church. 

At the national level, this means 
supporting the collaboration of the 

Peacemaking Program and the 
Presbyterian Ministry at the 

United Nations working through 

World Mission. 

Yet the Offering is as much about 

local congregations living out a 
commitment to peacemaking as 

they proclaim Christ’s peace.  
Twenty-five percent of collected 

funds will be retained at New Life 

PC for support of our own 
peacemaking ministry.  

The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering is collected on  

World Communion Sunday, 

October 1, 2017. 
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Pastoral Search Progress Report 

Dave Konikson has been 
diligently working on the self-

study on behalf of New Life 

Presbyterian Church.  It is, 
however, a rather overwhelming 

job for one person alone.  

Thankfully, Valerie Robbins and 
Shayla Hansen have stepped up to 

work with Dave to help complete 

this report.  When this faithful triad 
has completed the self-study it will 

be submitted to Session and COM 

for approval.  Now that we have a 
full Nominating Committee, 

nominations for the PNC (Pastoral 

Nominating Committee) can begin 
as soon as the self-study is 

approved. 

September Birthdays 

Sept 1    Bob Boatwright 

Sept 1    Loryn Retell 

Sept 2    JoAnn DiPasquale 

Sept 2    Tom Dittman 

Sept 2    Laura Updyke 

Sept 6    George Bousquette 

Sept 9    Sue Gough 

Sept 9    Pat Tomlinson 

Sept 10    Terence North 

Sept 20    Valerie Robbins 

Sept 21    Nancy Friedel 

Sept 22    Robert Kniola 

Sept 24    Cheryl Konikson 

Sept 28    May Shorthouse 

 

NLPC July Finance Report 

07/31/2017 Cash Balance July Change YTD Change 

$62,259.05      $2,645.11        $5,424.93 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income  $115,913.00   $102,529.35  

Expense $112,805.00     97,078.47 

Total     $3,108.00     $5,450.88 

   

September Anniversaries 

09/06/1986   Randy & Karen Tuck 

09/16/2001   Bill & Heather Bowman-Tomlinson 

09/16/2005   John & Nancy Bechtel 

09/21/1985   Al & Grace Rodgers 

09/22/2012   Nathan & Kate Booth 

09/25/1993   Warren & Ellen Schroeder 
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New Life Presbyterian Church  

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

  Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together  

  through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

  Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

  Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                    Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, 

Matthew Hurst 

 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joyce Harrison Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan, 

Margie Hurst 


