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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)

Don’t miss out!!
Inside this Issue:
The Pastor’s Pen

2

Discipleship Growth /
Christ’s Hands /
Finance Report

3

Blood Drive /
Summer Mission Update/
Nominating Committee

4

Fellowship Gatherings /
Presbyterian Coffee Project /
Military Prayers /
Summer Music

5

Summer Travels /
August Anniversaries /
August Birthdays /
Summer Worship Time/

6

Children’s Page

7

Insert: August Calendar

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
Page 2

Greetings from Pastor Mary
I will take my stand at the watch post and station myself on the tower,
And look out to see what he will say to me …
AND
The Lord answered me:
“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.
For still the vision awaits its appointed time …”
(Habakkuk 2:2)

This month I would like to engage in a visioning process, which will help us to focus on a more refined
vision for the future of New Life Presbyterian Church. It will be a fairly simple process:

I will place two long sheets of paper with timelines on them in parallel on tables in Agape Hall. One
will be a timeline to celebrate the story of Peace United Presbyterian Church, which can be identified
by a piece of red yarn as the timeline. I would ask all those, who were members of Peace Church to
add to this timeline names of people, events and celebrations that highlight God’s faithful activity in
the life of that church. The other will be a timeline to celebrate the story of the Presbyterian Church of
Utica, which can be identified by a piece of blue yarn as the timeline. I would ask all those, who were
members of Utica Church to add to this timeline names of people, events and celebrations that
highlight God’s faithful activity in the life of that church. This will help us to remember who we were
as we envision with God and one another who we are becoming.
I will also place another long sheet of paper with a timeline on it on a table connected to the other two
tables in Agape Hall. This will be a timeline to celebrate the story of New Life Presbyterian Church
and to envision its future, which can be identified by pieces of red and blue yarn twisted together
connected to a piece of purple yarn as the timeline. I would ask ALL of you to add to this timeline
names of people, events and celebrations that highlight God’s faithful activity in the short life of this
church.

As a final and essential step, I would ask EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU to add to this timeline
creative visions for the future of this unified church community. Do not be shy! Let the Spirit inspire
you! Be as hopeful, creative and even crazy as you want. We never know when an idea that seems
improbable or even impossible might be the possibility through which God wishes to lead us into our
future life with him. After all, God led the Israelites through the Red Sea … who would have thought!

SO, let us do some divinely inspired brainstorming for your future life together …

Blessings,
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Discipleship Growth

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
August 2
at 7 PM.

No Sunday School,
June through August.
Thanks to our volunteers, VBS was a
huge success! We hope you all are
enjoying your summer and look
forward to seeing you in September
when our fall programs resume.

Please join us
to see where you can
help out this fall.

Christ’s Hands
In World War II, bombs destroyed a church in Strasbourg, France. As
parishioners cleared the rubble, they discovered a statue of Jesus that was
now missing both hands.
A visiting sculptor later offered to make repairs, but church members
declined, saying Christ “has no hands to minister to the needy or feed the
hungry or enrich the poor — except our hands. He inspires. We perform.”
St. Teresa of Avila wrote:
Christ has no body but yours;
no hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours.

NLPC June Finance Report
06/30/2017 Cash Balance
$62,259.05

Income
Expense
Total

June Change
( $3,980.51)

YTD Change
$2,799.82

YTD Budget
$99,354.00
$101,544.00

YTD Actual
$85,694.13
81,437.02

($2,190.00)

$4,257.11
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Red Cross Blood Drive– August 17
The American Red Cross is the
nation’s largest blood collection
organization, supplying
approximately 40 percent of the
blood and blood products used in
our country. It serves over 2,700
hospitals around the United States
and is the bridge between over 3.3
million generous blood donors and
millions of patients in need each
year.

New Life Presbyterian Church will
be hosting a Red Cross blood
drive on Thursday, August 17th,
from 2:00 PM to 7:45 PM
in Agape Hall.
Please consider donating blood
this month. Sign up on the bulletin
board or contact the church office
for more information.

In an effort to increase summer
donations to offset the usual
summer shortage, the Red Cross is
giving away tickets to various
amusement parks to those who
donate blood this summer.

Summer Mission Baskets & Meals
New Life Presbyterian Church
assembled and delivered
Summer Food Baskets to
10 families in need in our
community On June 24th.
The Baskets were filled with food
and various household needs,
and a grocery gift card.
Thank you to all who helped by
donating resources or time to
help assemble and deliver a little
help to those in our community.

New Life Presbyterian Church also
prepared and served a full meal to
MCREST guests during their stay at
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church on
that same day. Thank you to all
who helped in this mission project.
A big thank you to all those who
helped to make our programs
successful in supporting those in
need during the summer months.
You are wonderful and
appreciated!

Nominating Committee
New Life Presbyterian Church is in
need of members to fill vacancies
on our Nominating Committee.
This is an important committee
whose main function is to help in
the selection of our church
leadership.

We will work together to provide
nominations of members to the
Board of Session and the Board of
Deacons.
If you would like to volunteer
please contact Dorothy
Harington.
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August Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Presbyterian Women
and the Dorcas Circle will
not meet in August. We
hope you have a relaxing
summer and we will see you when
we resume our monthly meetings
in September.

Rachel Circle
The Rachel Circle will
meet for lunch on
Thursday, August 10th at Noon at
the Honey Tree Restaurant. It is
located in the Walmart Plaza at
Mound and M59. All ladies are
welcome to join us for a tasty lunch
and friendly conversation. Please
let Lynn Booth know if you will
attend.

• SrA Shawn Konikson–
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud- US Air

Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
• Jason Barr -Booth’s
Cousin

• Kendra - Requested by
Fred Walker

• PFC Julian Lee
US Army

• Private Michael
Hempton– US Army

• Col. Jason Hollaran–
US Army

Deacons

Membership/Fellowship

The Deacons will
meet on August 27th
after service to
finalize plans for the church picnic.

The Membership and
Fellowship committee
will meet with the
Deacons as noted to
the left.

Presbyterian Coffee Project
The Presbyterian Coffee Project
offers a special link between
congregations and communities
around the world. Churches can now
reach out to neighbors overseas not
only with the prayers and offerings
we give, but with the goods and
products we purchase. A warm cup
of coffee (or tea) in our hands is
perhaps the most tangible daily
connection we have with farmers
around the world. Buying fair trade
through the Presbyterian Coffee
Project ensures that more of the
money we spend on coffee reaches
the hardworking farmers who
actually grow it.

The next fair trade product order
is being assembled for early
September delivery. Individual
12oz bags of coffee are $6 (reg)
and $8 (decaf). Tea is $16.50 for
6-20 bag boxes and cocoa $30
for 6-12 oz cans. Consider
splitting a case order with a
friend. Other products are also
available, see Stanley Iobst for
more information.

Sing a song, play
an instrument,
recite your
favorite Bible
passage,
inspirational poem
or get a group
together and put
on a short skit or
choral reading.
Sign-up on the
Bulletin Board to
say you will share
your gifts with us
this summer!.
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Summer Travels
Summer is here and with it comes
the joy of vacation travel! We
hope that you are relishing the
wonderful weather and have the
opportunity to share this blissful
time with family and friends.
While the travels of summer may
take you away from our
worshipping community, we ask

that you keep current with your
pledge commitments through these
summer weeks. Even though you
may take a much needed break, the
work of our church continues.
Thank you for your faithful support
and enjoy your vacation journeys!

Happy August Anniversary!
Summer worship
hours began on
Sunday, June 18.
and, continuing
through Sunday
September 3,
worship will
begin at
10:00 AM instead
of 10:30 AM.
Please mark your
calendars
accordingly and
we will see you
sooner through
the summer!

08/08/1970

Bruce & Karen Duff

08/10/1963

Nelson & Amy Shoults

08/19/2001

Walter & Beverly Stakov

08/25/1956

Paul & Marilyn Winter

08/27/1966

Dana & Sharon Gire

08/28/1976

Frank & Marge Kunz

August Birthdays
Aug. 2

Joslyn Neal

Aug. 29 Wendy Mueller

Aug. 7

Howard Wright

Aug. 29 Walter Stakov

Aug. 7

Jeremiah Wright

Aug. 8

Margaret North

Aug. 9

Linda Cunningham

Aug. 9

Ken Pawlitz

Aug. 17 Luke Irey
Aug. 17 Joshua Tuck
Aug. 19 Bill Bowman
Aug. 19 John Ekpo
Aug. 21 Gary Dials
Aug. 28 Dawn Anton
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Children’s Page

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org
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www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together
through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Wendy Mueller—Secretary
Shelley Claeys—Secretary

STAFF
Reverend Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor
Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson,
Matthew Hurst
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison
Secretary: Shayla Hansen
Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan,
Margie Hurst

