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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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2017 Vacation Bible School Fun 

New Life Presbyterian Church held our annual Vacation Bible School the 

Week of June 19th through the 25th.  Through the hard work of a dedicated 
team, under the supervision of VBS Director, Karen Tuck, Hero Central was a 

huge success! Children and adults heard the Gospel, praised God with 

actions and song, presented a great closing concert Friday evening and 
proclaimed the Word Sunday morning.  Look at some of the highlights: 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary    

 

Though one might be overpowered by another, two can withstand one.   

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.   (Ecclesiastes 4:12) 
 

The truth expressed in this verse from Ecclesiastes is both a spiritual truth and a practical truth. Indeed, 

it is a business principle—which the business world has embraced for years—making mergers and 

acquisitions of businesses a common method of growth.  Our God is both spiritual and practical.  On 

occasion God brings churches together to make them stronger, as is the case with this church.  God 

brought together Peace United Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church of Utica to form a new 
and stronger community in New Life Presbyterian Church.   

 

Combining two businesses into a single entity can be a logistical ordeal.  Combining two spiritual 

communities into a single family can be a spiritual challenge.  As I understand your common history 

together, the blending of this church family has been a challenging process.  In the past three years—
under the wise leadership of Pastor Jill—however, you all achieved a great deal!  You united your 

worship experience in a single church building and combined your choirs into a unified voice in 

worship.  In so doing, you have made tremendous strides in becoming the new community that God is 

calling into being here in this place!  There is, nevertheless, still work to be done. 

 

Allow me to offer an analogy.  If you think of the life of each church as a string traveling through time: 

Peace Church might be seen a blue string and Utica Church might be seen as a red string.  In the past 

three years you all have successfully intertwined these two pieces of string, so that you are now like a 

strand of multi-colored twine.  Indeed, you are now sharing your journey through time.  The twine is 

stronger because of the mutual support.  The twine, however, is still made up of two strands of two 
different colors.  I believe it is God’s goal for you to transition into a single strand of a completely 

different color altogether.  Rather like when you combine blue paint with red paint to get purple paint.   

 

In an effort to help you to blend your two communities so that you all form a whole new church family, I 

propose that we engage in a visioning process during the summer.  It will be a fairly simple process, 
which will not require multiple meetings or even small groups.  Although this process will re-visit some 

of what you all discussed in the New Beginnings program, it will be a different approach to envisioning 

a flourishing future together.  I have faith that this process will help you to find a unified voice in your 

vision for the future, which will be an expression of this new church family travelling through time 

together as a single purple strand rather than a blue and a red strand twined together.  It will truly be an 
expression of your New Life together. 

 

The vision will still happen at the appointed time.  It hurries toward its goal.  It won’t be a lie. 

   If it’s delayed, wait for it.  It will certainly happen.  It won’t be late.   (Habakkuk 3:2) 

 

Blessings, 
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  
August 2 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us  
to see where you can 

help out this fall. 

Discipleship Growth 

 No Sunday School,  

June through August. 

Our Sunday School classes have ended 

for this school year.  We look forward to 

seeing you in Sunday Worship Services 
throughout the summer, in Vacation 

Bible School in June and at Sunday 

School in September when our fall 

programs resume. 

A special thank you to all our 

volunteers who helped to keep this 
program running smoothly.  

Thank you to all children, teens and 
adults who joined NLPC for our Vacation 
Bible School from  
June 20th-24th. 

Whether you attended or volunteered 
your time or resources, YOU helped 
make our program a success! 

2017 VBS 

Tyler Boatwright, 
son of Bob 
Boatwright, 
graduated from 
Stevenson High 
School. He also 
attended and 
completed the CSI 

Mechatronics Program where he 
received the 2016 CSI Best in 
Show Award.  In the fall, Tyler 
will be attending Oakland 
University where he will pursue a 
degree in Mechanical 
Engineering.   

We wish him the best of luck! 

2017 Graduate Recognition 

NLPC May  Finance Report 

05/31/2017 Cash Balance May Change YTD Change 

$66,239.56   ( $362.06)        $6,760.33 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $82,795.00    $72,549.87  

Expense  $84,620.00     65,746.32 

Total    ($1,825.00)     $6,803.55 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

New Life Presbyterian Church set a 
new record for collecting blood at 

our June 8 Blood Drive.  49 units 

were collected; 43 were whole 
blood and 3 were double red, 

saving a total of 147 lives.  Our 

previous record was 48 units 
collected.  Once again, our friends 

and neighbors demonstrated the 

high value they put on our Blood 
Drives, which provide them with 

an opportunity to give back to their 
community.  Special thanks to 

NLPC's Life Saving Team: 1) Baking 

Team of Rebecca Araszkiewicz, 
Lynn Booth, Sharon Gire, Lori 

Haralson, Shayla Hansen, Joyce 

Harrison, Jennifer and Jessica 

Jones, Margaret North, Joyce 
Pitchford, Loryn Retell, and Amy 

Shoults, 2) Canteen Hosting by 

Shirley Wintermuth, 3) Sign 
Advertising by Bob Hitchcock, 

and 4) Blood Drive Facilitation 

and Donor Scheduling by Shelley 
Claeys. Each and every member 

of NLPC's Life Saving Team is a 
part of saving those 147 lives, and 

delivering a valued service to our 

community.  Our next Blood Drive 
is Thursday, August 17. 

Summer Mission Baskets & Meals 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
assembled and delivered 

Summer Food Baskets to  

10 families in need in our 
community On June 24th.   

The Baskets were filled with  food 
and various  household needs, 

and a grocery gift card. 

Thank you to all who helped by 
donating resources or time to 

help assemble and deliver a little 
help to those in our community. 

New Life Presbyterian Church also 
prepared and served a full meal to 

MCREST guests during their stay at 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church on 
that same day.  Thank you to all 

who helped in this mission project. 

A big thank you to all those who 

helped to make our programs 

successful in supporting those in 
need during the summer months.  

You are wonderful and 

appreciated! 

Mark your calendars!  

Sunday, September 10, 2017  

has been set aside for the annual 
church picnic. Watch future  

church bulletins for all the details. 

There will be food, games and fun 
for all.   Don’t miss out! 

Church Picnic—Save the Date! 



July Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and the Dorcas Circle will 
not meet in July or August.  

We hope you have a 

relaxing summer and we will see 
you when we resume our monthly 

meetings in September.  

 

 

 

 

Deacons 

The Deacons will not 
meet in July but will 

meet in august to 

finalize plans for the church picnic. 

 

 

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet for lunch on 

Thursday, July 13th at Noon at the 
Honey Tree Restaurant.  It is 

located in the Walmart Plaza at 

Mound and M59.  Ladies, come 
and join us for a tasty lunch and 

friendly conversation.  Please let 
Marilyn Winter or Lynn Booth 

know if you will attend.   

 

 
 

Membership/Fellowship 

The Membership and 

Fellowship committee 
will meet with the 

Deacons as noted to 

the left. 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Private Michael 

Hempton– US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!   

Mark your calendar for  
Sunday, July 16 to join your  

New Life friends for a fun day at 

Jimmy Johns Field to see:   

 

 

     VS.   

 

Game time is 1:35 PM and tickets 
are $15 each.  

Please sign up on the bulletin 
board or see Dave Konikson or  

Phil Cunningham to purchase 

tickets.  

Sing a song, play 

an instrument, 

recite your 

favorite Bible  
passage, 

inspirational poem 

or get a group 

together and put 

on a short skit or 

choral reading. 

Sign-up on the 

Bulletin Board to 

say you will share 

your gifts with us 

this summer!. 

Heartfelt Thanks!  

Special thanks to our church family for your prayers for healing and for 
the many cards and calls and visits while Francis was recovering from 

hip surgery. Thank you all so much!  

                                                                                      Love, Francis and Lynn  



 
Page 6 

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER 

07/06/1957           

Ken & Eleanor Pawlitz 

07/13/2002          

Joey & Carrie Price 

07/18/2008        
Ryan & Heather 

Predoehl  

Summer Travels 

Summer is here and with it comes 
the joy of vacation travel!  We 

hope that you are relishing the 

wonderful weather and have the 
opportunity to share this blissful 

time with family and friends.  

While the travels of summer may 
take you away from our 

worshipping community, we ask 

that you keep current with your 
pledge commitments through these 

summer weeks.  Even though you 

may take a much needed break, the 
work of our church continues. 

Thank you for your faithful support 

and enjoy your vacation journeys! 

Summer worship 

hours began on 
Sunday, June 18. 

and, continuing 

through Sunday 
September 3, 

worship will 

begin at  
10:00 AM instead 

of 10:30 AM. 

Please mark your 

calendars 

accordingly and 
we will see you 

sooner through 
the summer! 

July Birthdays 

July 2  Sean Mueller 

July 2  Joseph Harris IV 

July 2  Donna Malick 

July 3  Craig Lather 

July 4  Tristan Whitworth 

July 5  Heather Bowman- 

  Tomlinson 

July 6  Eleanor Pawlitz 

July 7  Cliff Robbins 

July 9  Ali (Haralson) Rautio 

July 10  Joyce Pitchford 

July 10  Grace Rodgers 

July 11  JoAnne Schimmelpfenneg 

July 12  Paul Border 

July 19  Bruce Short 

July 21  Phil Cunningham 

July 23  Margaret Fowler 

July 26  Janet Dundas 

July 30  Dorene Rockey 

Special Birthday Celebration  

Longtime member, Dorothy Johnson 
celebrated her 99th birthday on May 

25th.  Lynn & Francis Booth, Bill & 

Joyce Pitchford and Grace & Al 
Rodgers were able to join in the 

festivities at an open house 

held in her honor.   
What a great milestone–  

Happy Birthday, Dorothy! 
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Children’s Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church  

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

  Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together  

  through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

  Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

  Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                    Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, 

Matthew Hurst 

 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joyce Harrison Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan, 

Margie Hurst 


