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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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Inside this Issue: 

Discover your strength in GOD! 
 

 Children, teens and adults are invited to join 
 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
 

for our Vacation Bible School 
 

June 19th - 23rd    

   from 6:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. 

 

Join us for an epic adventure alongside some of  
your favorite Bible heroes and learn how  

to be truly heroic in God.  

 

      Register today 

        by calling 

    586-731-6133 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary    

“Everything must be done in a proper and orderly way.”          (I Corinthians 14:40) 
 

I sense a feeling of impatience among you for finding your permanent pastor.  The process of searching 
for a pastor is a rather long and complicated process with many checks and balances, which can take a 

long time.  The process has been developed, however, in an effort to help you avoid mistakes that other 
churches have made in the past.  Indeed, the process is designed to help you find a pastor, who will guide 

you into a healthy and fruitful future as the body of Christ in this place and this time.   

I thought it might be helpful for you all to understand the process for doing a Pastoral Search within the 

Presbyterian Church.  Here is an outline of the process: 

CONSULTATION WITH COM (Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry) 

SELF-STUDY: 

New Beginnings Study  

Provided information on the Church & the surrounding Community 
Answering questions: 

“Who are we?” 

“Who are our neighbors?” 

Began process of asking “What is God calling us to become?” 

Self-Discernment 

Answering questions:   
“What is God calling us to become?” 

“What kind of leadership do we need to get us there?” 

Write the Self-Study 

Approval of Self-Study by Session AND by COM 

ELECTION OF PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee): 
Consultation with COM 

Receive Nominations for the PNC – from the Congregation 

Nominating Committee proposes Nominees for the PNC 

Election of PNC @ a Congregational Meeting 

PNC  SEARCHES FOR PASTOR 

Write a MIF (Ministry Information Form) 
Utilizing Self-Study AND Salary Information from the Session 

Approval of MIF by Session AND by COM 

Post MIF – to Church Leadership Connection (Website run by PCUSA) 

Receive PIFs (Personal Information Forms = A Presbyterian Minister’s Resume) 

Assess PIFs 
Develop an evaluation process in consultation with COM 

Contact references 

Interview Candidates – using phone interviews or virtual interviews  

Neutral Pulpit 

Narrow down list of possible candidates to approximately 3 people 
Consultation with COM (COM does background checks) 

PNC interviews each candidate in person 

PNC listens to each candidate preach in a nearby church 

PNC chooses a Candidate to recommend as Pastor of New Life Church 

CANDIDATING SUNDAY: 

Chosen Candidate is presented to the congregation & preaches for the congregation 
Congregation votes to extend the call to the Pastor Elect @ a Congregational Meeting 

COM CONCURS ON THE CALL WITH THE CONGREGATION 
 

                                                                                                                                                                     (cont’d on p.3) 
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 
will meet on 
Wednesday,  
June 7 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us  
to see where you can 

help out. 

Discipleship Growth 

 No Sunday School,  

June through August. 

Our Sunday School classes have ended 

for this school year.  We look forward to 

seeing you in Sunday Worship Services 
throughout the summer, in Vacation 

Bible School in June and at Sunday 

School in September when our fall 

programs resume. 

A special thank you to all our 

volunteers who helped to keep this 
program running smoothly.  

Vacation Bible School will be held 
June 19 - 23 from 6:00 to 8:30 PM.  
This year’s program is Hero Central: 
Discover Your Strength in God!  

There will be classes for all ages 
including adults and the nursery will be 
open.  Register by calling the church 
office. 

2017 VBS 

On June 4 during worship, we will 
recognize all 2017 graduates.  

Please join us and take a moment to 
congratulate all our recent graduates 
on their achievements. 

Graduate Recognition 

We are in need of paper towel 
tube donations as well as large 
cardboard boxes for props.  
Keep an eye out for snack 
donation opportunities!.  

If you would like to volunteer 
your time or talents to this 
program, sign up on the 
bulletin board. 

Right now New Life Presbyterian Church is in the self-study phase.  Although the 
self-study is currently being written, it is important to take the time now to ask the 

question: “What is God calling us to become?”  If you move forward too quickly, 

without asking and answering that question sufficiently, then you will not be able to 

answer the question: “What kind of leadership do we need to get there?”  How can 

you, if you do not know where you are going?  I encourage you all to take the time 

to ask and answer the questions.  Trust God to guide you through this process.  If 
you do, I am confident that you will find the pastor who can lead you into your God 

inspired future! 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor’s Pen (cont’d) 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

New Life Presbyterian Church is 
hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive in 

Agape Hall on Thursday, June 8, 

from 2PM - 7:45PM. Help us fight 
the summer blood shortage by 

donating blood that day. To make 

an appointment, sign up on the 
bulletin board across from the 

church office, or call Bruce Short at 

586-264-5295, or contact the 
church office. 

 

Volunteers Needed  to bake 

desserts, pies and cookies, and to 
host the Canteen on June 8 for 2 

hour time slots. Sign up on the 

mission bulletin board to 
volunteer or call Bruce Short. 

Thank you to all who are able to 
volunteer to make our drive a 

success! 

 

Summer Mission Baskets 

New Life Presbyterian Church is 
planning a Summer Food Basket 

Delivery Program to help 10 

families in our community.  
The Baskets will provide food 

and various household needs, 

and a grocery gift card. 

We are collecting cash donations 

in addition to non-perishable 
goods (see Sunday bulletins for a 

list of desired food items) each 

Sunday in order to fulfill our 
mission goal.   

Please bring donations to church 
by Sunday, June 18 to assure all 

donations are received in time for 

the assembly and delivery on 
Saturday, June24.   

Assembly will start at 10am and 
delivery will follow at 11:30am.  

Drivers should arrive by 11:00 am. 

Please sign up on the mission 
bulletin board to participate.   

See Bruce Short or any Mission 
Committee member for details. 

Thank you in advance for your 

generosity.   

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we 
celebrate the arrival of the Holy 

Spirit as a bringer of new life with an 

Offering intended to nurture the faith 
of those newest among us.  

The Pentecost Offering provides a 
direct way to meet the needs of 

children at risk, youth, and young 

adults.   

Our congregation will keep 40 

percent of the Offering to support 
initiatives for youth and young 

adults in our community.  

We ask for your generous support 

in contributing to the Pentecost 

Offering, which will be received 
here at New Life Presbyterian 

Church on the day of Pentecost 

(June 4, 2017).   

2017 Pentecost Offering 



June Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and the Dorcas Circle 
invite all the ladies of New 

Life to join us for our 

Annual Ladies Night Out 
dinner.  We will meet at Nicks' 

22nd Street on Tuesday, June 13th 

at 6:30 PM.  It is located at 22 Mile 
and Van Dyke Rds.  Please let 

Elaine Watterworth (586) 264-9050 

know if you will attend. 

 

 

 

Deacons 

The Deacons will 
meet on Tuesday, 

June 13th  

at 7:00 PM in the 
church library. 

 

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet for lunch on 
Thursday, June 8th at Noon at the 

Honey Tree Restaurant.  It is 

located in the Walmart Plaza at 
Mound and M59.  Come and join 

us for a tasty lunch and wonderful 

conversation.  Please let Marilyn 
Winter or Lynn Booth know if you 

plan to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

Membership/Fellowship 

The Membership and 

Fellowship committee 

will meet with the 
Deacons as noted to 

the left. 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Private Michael 

Hempton– US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

2017 Birthday Offering Dinner 

The Presbyterian Women 
will gather for the annual 

Birthday Offering Dinner 

on Monday, June 12th at 
6:00 PM at  

   Jovan’s Steak House  

   35219 Dodge Park Rd  
   Sterling Heights. 

As moderator I would like to extend 
an invitation to anyone who would 

like to attend this affair.   

If you are interested please call me at
(586-552-7969) with the number of 

attendees by June 9th so I can give 

the restaurant a final count.   

Your gift to the 2017 Birthday 
Offering will help women 

overcome oppressive 

situations and support life-
changing projects. 

Thank you and I hope to see 
you there!  

 

Dorothy Harrington,  

Moderator  

New Life Presbyterian Women 
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Summer Travels 

Summer is here and with it comes 
the joy of vacation travel!  We 

hope that you are relishing the 

wonderful weather and have the 
opportunity to share this blissful 

time with family and friends.  

While the travels of summer may 
take you away from our 

worshipping community, we ask 

that you keep current with your 
pledge commitments through these 

summer weeks.  Even though you 

may take a much needed break, the 
work of our church continues. 

Thank you for your faithful support 

and enjoy your vacation journeys! 

Revised Summer Worship Time 

Starting  Sunday, June 18 and 
continuing through Sunday 

September 3, worship will begin  
at 10:00 AM instead of 10:30 AM. 

 Please mark your calendars 

accordingly. Thank you and we 
 will see you sooner through the 

summer! 

MCREST Meal 

New Life Presbyterian Church will 

be preparing a meal to serve to 
MCREST guests during their stay at 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church on 

Saturday, June 24th.   

 

Sign up on the 

bulletin board to 
offer help in any 

way with this mis-

sion opportunity.  
See Chuck Gough with questions 

or for more details.  

NLPC April Finance Report 

04/30/2017 Cash Balance April Change YTD Change 

$66,601.62    $3,818.51        $7,122.39 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $66,236.00    $60,072.74  

Expense  $67,696.00     52,694.02 

Total    ($1,460.00)     $7,378.72 

   

Sing a song, play 

an instrument, 

recite your 

favorite Bible  
passage, 

inspirational poem 

or get a group 

together and put 

on a short skit or 

choral reading. 

Sign-up on the 

Bulletin Board to 

say you will share 

your gifts with us 

this summer!. 
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

  Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together  

  through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

  Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

  Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                    Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, 

Matthew Hurst 

 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joyce Harrison Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan, 

Margie Hurst 


