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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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Pentecost Offering 2017 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the 

Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life with an Offering intended to 
nurture the faith of those newest among us.  With the Spirit’s 

coming, we can know the transforming, redeeming love of God 
that makes the impossible, possible.  
 

The Pentecost Offering is about helping young people begin life 

with a strong start– a solid foundation of faith formed in the first 
third of life, from childhood through young adulthood.  Gifts to the 

Pentecost Offering unite young people in Christ and inspire them 
to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the 

world.  Presbyterian congregations are finding new ways to 
minister to children at risk in their own communities.  General 

Assembly programs are advocating for children and developing 

youth and young adult leaders. 
 

The Pentecost Offering provides a direct way to meet the needs of 
children at risk, youth, and young adults.  Our congregation will 

keep 40 percent of the Offering to support initiatives for youth and 
young adults in our community. The remaining 60 percent will be 

remitted to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to support the Young 
Adult Volunteers program, Ministries with Youth (ages 12-18) 

program, and education and advocacy for children at risk through 
the “Educate a Child: Transform the World” national initiative. 
 

Since 1998, Presbyterians have raised over $11 million for 

ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family. We 
believe we are called to do even more to support and care for 

young people as they build a strong foundation of faith.   
 

We ask for your generous support in contributing to the 

PENTECOST Offering, which will be received here at New Life 
Presbyterian Church on the day of Pentecost (June 4, 2017).   

Watch for bulletin announcements and inserts for guidance on how 
to make a donation. 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary    

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be  

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.” 
(James 1:19) 

 

Easter Sunday !!!   What a wonderful  introduction to this church community!  It was such 

a pleasure to share in worship with you all on this most holy of days.  All the flowers, the 
marvelous music, the smiling faces and the joyful spirit … and … of course, the fantastic food 

and fellowship!  Thank you all for your warm welcome.  You not made me feel welcome, but 

welcomed my entire family.  We feel blessed to be here in your midst! 
 

In my first week,  I had the opportunity to meet with the Session, the Deacons, the 

Fellowship Gatherings Committee, the Finance Committee, the Prayer Group and to attend a 
workshop with the Discipleship Growth Committee.  So far in my second week,  I have had the 

opportunity to meet the children in Sunday School and the Honey-Doers.  During these 

encounters, I have endeavored not only to meet the challenge of learning your names (a 
challenge … I believe my husband, Steve, is ahead of me in fulfilling), but I am endeavoring to 

begin the important work of listening.   

 
Listening is an important part of Christian ministry.  Scripture encourages us to be quick 

to listen, but slow to speak.  Indeed, Jesus himself listened attentively to those whom he 
encountered.  At this particular moment in your journey as a community, I think it is 

particularly important to listen.  Through listening I am learning about who you have been, 

who you are, and who you hope to become.  More importantly, by listening together we will 
begin to learn who God is calling your church community to be in the future. 

 

The Honey-Doers shared with me publications celebrating important moments in your 
church community’s history, such as the 50th Anniversary of Utica Presbyterian Church.  The 

Session has shared with me the many ways in which you reach out in the community.  The 

Discipleship Growth Committee shared with me some of your plans for VBS in June.  Please, 
continue to share with me what you have done, what you are doing, and what you hope to do.  

Knowing these things will help me to help you—as a community—discern who you are and 

who God is calling you to become.  This in in turn will help you to better understanding who to 
call as your next pastor. 

 

What I have learned from listening to you,  thus far, is what a warm and welcoming 
congregation you are !!!   I look forward to serving in ministry with you all in the many months 

to come … 
 

Blessings, 

 
 

 

Pastor Mary 
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  

May 3 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us  
as we make plans 

for VBS. 

One Room Sunday School-Ages 3-12 

Our curriculum encompasses all 
children up to 12 years, including 

preschoolers.   

 

Lessons for May 

Ages 3-12 

Good News Spreads  

This month the children will learn 

that they can help spread the good 
news. 

 

 

Child care is available during worship as 

well as during Sunday School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     “They praised God and demonstrated 

God’s goodness to everyone.” 

      Acts 2:47    

Mark your calendars for our VBS 
program!  This year’s program will  

be held June 19th to 23rd from 6:00 

to 8:30 PM.   All ages are welcome 
and there is no cost to participants.   

Watch future Sunday bulletins for 

details on how to register.  
Or, call the church office for more 

information.  

2017 Vacation Bible School  

Our Discipleship Elder, Jeff 
Turner, took a group of New Life 

disciples to a Presbytery 
workshop on April 22.  The 

workshop was called Re-Fresh , 
Re-New  and Re-Create.  The 

workshop offered us ideas on 

how to re-energize our Christian 
Education programs.  Some of 

Refreshing Discipleship Growth 

the ideas presented have already 
been used in our Sunday School 

program and the team will likely 
use even more ideas for VBS this 

summer.  Our thanks to Jeff and 
this group of dedicated disciples 

for the work they are doing to 

help others experience the 
contagious joy of knowing God!  

The Second Mile Center of Detroit  
is celebrating their 10th Anniversary 

with a community dinner and rap 

concert, featuring Christian rapper 
Cory Ard on Monday, May 8th.   

The event  kicks off with dinner at 

5:00 PM and the concert starts at 
5:30 PM.  This free program is 

geared toward youth but all ages 

are welcome!  

Second Mile Center 10th Anniversary   
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A guest from the Presbytery of Detroit visited with the Session this 
week.  Bill Herhilan, who serves on the Presbytery’s Committee on 

Ministry, came to hear about the wonderful things New Life 
Presbyterian Church does for the community.  Bill expected his 

visit to take only about 15 minutes.  When Sharon Gire, our Mission 
& Outreach Elder, had finished listing off the various outreach 

activities in which New Life members participate 35 minutes had 

passed.  What an impressive list!!! 

Praise for Mission! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

On March 30, NLPC kicked-off our 
2017 Blood Drive season with a 

success, collecting 37 pints. 39 

donors presented themselves to 
give blood of which 31 donors  

gave whole blood, 3 donors gave 

double red, and 5 donors were 
deferred for minor medical 

reasons. The donors greatly 

enjoyed the pies and cookies 
offered by "the pie church."  

Thanks to the NLPC Life Saving 
Teams; our Baking Team of Amy 

Shoults, Lynn Booth, Margie Hurst, 

Joyce Pitchford, Marjorie McGuire, 
and Lori Haralson, our Canteen 

Hosting Team of Pat Tomlinson and 

Bernice Rutherford, our advertiser, 
Bob Hitchcock, and most 

importantly our blood donors.   

Our local community enjoys and 

values NLPC's Blood drives as 
evidenced by the number of 

people who present themselves to 

give blood, and the number of 
repeat donors. 

Our summer blood drive will be 
on Thursday, June 8 in Agape 

Hall from 2-7:45 PM.   

Appointments are preferred but 

walk-ins are welcome.   

A sign up sheet will be posted or 
you can call the church office to 

set up a time.   

Contact Bruce Short if you can 

help out in any way. 

NLPC March Finance Report 

03/31/2017 Cash Balance March Change YTD Change 

$62,783.11      $961.08        $3,308.88 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $49,677.00    $42,756.78  

Expense  $50,772.00     39,267.66 

Total    ($1,095.00)     $3,489.12 

   



May Fellowship Gatherings 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Dorcas Circle and 

Presbyterian Women  
will meet together on 

Tuesday, May 9th at  

7:30 p.m. in the  Church 
Library.  Our hostess is Elaine 

Watterworth and she will also 

provide a dessert.  Margie Hurst 
will share a devotion and we will 

be doing Lesson 8 in our Bible 

Study.  Ladies, come and join us for 
an evening! 

 

 

Deacons 

The deacons will 

meet on Tuesday, 
May 16th  

at 7:00 PM in the 

church library. 
 

 

Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet for lunch on 
Thursday, May 11th at Noon at the 

Honey Tree Restaurant.  It is 

located in the Walmart Plaza at 
Mound and M59.  All ladies are 

welcome to join in the fellowship 

and tasty lunch.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership/Fellowship 

The Membership and 

Fellowship committee 

will meet with the 
Deacons as noted to 

the left. 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Jason Barr -Booth’s 
Cousin 

• Kendra - Requested by 
Fred Walker 

• PFC Julian Lee                                     
US Army 

• Private Michael 

Hempton– US Army 

• Col. Jason Hollaran– 
US Army 

• Tawanda Mizelle 
Fred Walker’s daughter 

The New Life Presbyterian Church 
Directory has been updated with all 

information received by the office 

over the past several months.  The 
directory has been distributed 

electronically to all those who have 

an email on file with the church 
office.  If you did not receive one, 

please contact the office to confirm 

your email address.   

Hard copies are available through 

the church office for those who do 
not have an email address on file or 

who would prefer to have one 

printed.  If your information is 
incorrect, please inform the office 

so that it can be corrected.  We 

want to be sure that no one is left 
out of any communication.  Thank 

you for your help. 

 Church Directory Now Available 

Bake Sale 

The Dorcas Circle is having a Bake Sale following service on Sunday, 
May 7th.  Proceeds will be used to help us support Turning Point.   

Please stop by our table for a tasty treat!   
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Mission: Helping our Neighbors 

We are committed to sharing our 
gifts with others through various 

mission opportunities in our 

immediate and neighboring 
communities.  Please keep in 

mind the following items we are 

currently collecting to help 
support those in need: 

 

Toiletries– unused hotel sized or 

larger toiletries for the drop in 

center at the Macomb County 

Department of Community Health  

 

Canned Goods– for filling mission 

food baskets and to support local 

food pantries  

Thank you for your ongoing support 

of these programs.  

One Great Hour      

of Sharing  

Update   

The mission 
committee would 
like to thank 
everyone for 
their generous   
donations to One 
Great Hour of   
Sharing.  

New Life has 
collected $380 
to date. 

Thank you!! 

May Anniversaries 

May Birthdays 

May 2   Jeffrey Stoutenger  

May 7   Matt Irey  

May 8   Bill Pitchford  

May 8   Glenn Watterworth  

May 9   Al Rodgers  

May 9   Tiffany Johns 

May 10  Mark Heitman  

May 10  Ryan Cunningham  

May 12  Marlene Misuraca  

May 14  Ellen Plume  

May 14  Thomas Anderson  

May 18  Donald Harrison  

May 18  Jennifer Cunningham 

May 20  Allie Short  

May 25  Dorothy Johnson  

May 25  Marge Kunz  

May 27  DeeDee Iobst  

May 30  Gerald Retell  

May 30  James Tomlinson  

May 30  Jennifer Johns 

May 30  Matthew Harris  

5/02/1998  

  Steven Smith & Sandra Harting 

5/13/1978  

  Horace & Sandra Johns 

5/16/2008 

   Konrad & Rebecca Araszkiewicz 

5/16/2008  

  Aaron & Jessica Harris 

5/19/2001 

   Matt & Christin Irey 

5/19/1990 

   Bruce & Michele Short 

5/23/1981 

   James & Lori Haralson 

5/27/2007 

   Charles & Barbara Armaly 
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Children’s Page 
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   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

  *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

  *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

  *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

  *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

Wendy Mueller—Secretary Edyta Jaros—Music Director 

Shelley Claeys—Secretary  Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                    Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Sharon Gire, Phil Cunningham, Dave Konikson, Dorothy Harrington, Jeff Turner, Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, 

Matthew Hurst 

 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joyce Harrison Secretary: Shayla Hansen 

Francis Booth, Bruce Duff, Lynn Booth, Carlene Kneebone, Shirley Coar, Randy Tuck, Sue Gough, Jodie Horan, 

Margie Hurst 


