New Life Presbyterian Church
May 14, 2017

10:30 a.m.

Welcome to this Lord’s Day Worship. We rejoice that you are here!
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith
together through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an
imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.
Child Care is available during
our worship service.

Large Print Bulletins,
Hymnals,

Ask an usher for the location of the

and Bibles

Childcare Room.

are available.

Participating in Worship
Worship Leader:
Music Director:
Liturgist:
Ushers:

Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones, Pastor
Edyta Jaros
Lori Haralson
Francis Booth, Jason Boatwright,
Jodie Horan and Don Soule

Service for the Lord’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Be Thou My Vision

Calli Bowman-Tomlinson

CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather to worship in the name of Jesus Christ,
our living cornerstone,

Who, though rejected by the world,
was chosen and precious in God’s sight.
And like living stones,
Let us be built up into a spiritual house for God,

Offering sacrifices of worship and praise
that are pleasing in God’s sight.
Let us worship God together!
*HYMN #239

Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!

LITANY OF CONFESSION

People of God,
God urges us to live a life worthy of the calling we have received.
Being completely humble and gentle;
being patient, bearing with one another in love.
Making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit—
just as we were called to one hope when we were called—
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all. (Eph. 4:1-6)

We remember that at one time we were without Christ,
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus we who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace….
He came and proclaimed peace to us who were far off
and peace to those who were near;
for through him we all have access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then we are no longer strangers and aliens,
but we are citizens with the saints
2:11-14; 1717-19)
and also members of the household of God. (Eph. 2:11-

Once we were not a people,
but now we are God’s people;
once we had not received mercy,
but now we have received mercy. (I Peter 2:10).

We come to God, living stones,
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
as living stones, we will let ourselves
be built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
2:4--5)
through Jesus Christ. (I Peter 2:4
For we are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood,
a holy nation,
God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
(I Peter 2:9)

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

... May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!

And also with you.
Please share Christ’s peace with those worshipping around you.
Also please note: in this warm and welcoming congregation, there are people who need a hug
and there are also people who are not comfortable receiving a hug. As you share Christ’s
peace, please respect this by either reaching your hand out for a handshake, or asking, “may
I hug you?” before giving a hug.

SONG OF PRAISE

*#243

Be Not Afraid (sung twice)
LISTENING FOR THE WORD

THE WORD INTERPRETED FOR CHILDREN

ANTHEM

You Are Holy

NLPC Choir & Band

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

THE WORD OF GOD

Joshua 4:14:1-8
1 Peter 2:22:2-10
John 14:114:1-14

Pew Bible OT p. 196
Pew Bible NT p. 233
Pew Bible NT p. 108

This is the Word of the LORD;

Thanks be to God.
Making God Known

SERMON

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord

*HYMN #432

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

...through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

OFFERTORY

God You Reign

NLPC Band

*SONG OF DEDICATION

*#606

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN #327

From All That Dwell Below the Skies

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God
AND
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all now and forever more.
And let all God’s people say,

Alleluia! and Amen.
POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able.

Today’s liturgy inspired / adapted from the following resources:
re-worship.blogspot.com.

New Life Opportunities &
Announcements
Coffee Time- Please join your fellow NLPC members and visitors in a time of
fellowship following the service this morning. Everyone is welcome!

Notes and reflections on this week’s sermon:

The plants in the sanctuary today are in
memory of

Marge Bousquette
Love, George

Telling Your Story
Over the coming weeks, Pastor Mary Bahr-Jones will be sharing the
story of her faith journey with you all in her sermon messages during
worship. Mary would also like to hear your stories. On the Sign-Up
Board, there are opportunities to sign-up to share coffee or a meal
with Mary. Please, take the time to meet with Mary and share with
her your story.

MCREST
New Life Presbyterian Church will be preparing a meal to serve
to MCREST guests during their stay at St Thomas Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, May 27th. Watch for a sign up sheet on the
bulletin board to offer help in any way with this mission
opportunity. See Chuck Gough for more details or for questions.
Thank you for your support.

Spring Clean-Up!
Please mark your calendar for Saturday, May 20th which has
been reserved for our spring grounds clean up. Work will begin
at 9:00 AM. The more participants we have, the quicker the results!
Contact Matt Hurst or Dave Konikson with any questions.

Church Office Hours This Week
Monday, Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

9:00 AM—3:00 PM
OFFICE CLOSED
9:00 AM—3:00 PM
OFFICE CLOSED

Newsletter Deadline— Please note that the deadline for the June
newsletter is Thursday, May 18. Please submit all articles
electronically to the church office by 10:00 AM. Thank you!

Looking for Liturgists!
We have many opportunities for willing liturgists.
No experience is necessary! If you can serve at one of our worship
services, we would love to have your help so sign up today!
We look forward to hearing many voices from our congregation
lead us in praise each Sunday!

2017 Pentecost Offering
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the
Holy Spirit and the transforming, redeeming love of God that
makes the impossible possible.
The Pentecost Offering is devoted to ministries that support our young people in
their first third of life– from childhood through adulthood. It provides a direct
way to meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and young adults. New Life will
receive the Offering on the day of Pentecost (June 4, 2017). Our congregation
will keep 40 percent of the Offering to support initiatives for youth and young
adults in our community. They are the future of our faith and world.
Offering envelopes can be found in the pews and also in your envelope supply
for your convenience. We thank you for your generous support in contributing to
the Pentecost offering.

Graduate Recognition Sunday
All NLPC members, their children and grandchildren who are
graduating from high school or college (or did in the past year )will
be recognized during worship on Sunday, June 4. All graduates must
complete an Information Sheet and submit it to the church office by
May 24th. Forms are available in the Narthex. Contact the church
office to obtain one electronically. Thank you and congratulations to
all of our graduates!

Discover your strength in GOD!
Children, teens and adults
are invited to join

New Life
Presbyterian Church
for our Vacation Bible School
June 19th - 23rd
from 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Join us for an epic adventure alongside
some of your favorite Bible heroes
and learn how
to be truly heroic in God.

Register Today!
Registration forms are available on the VBS bulletin board
Or call 586-731-6133

Help Needed for VBS Success!
Our Discipleship Growth Committee is planning a very exciting
VBS program this year and they need your help!
Volunteers— many helping hands are needed to be sure we have enough
manpower and supervision to make our program run smoothly.
Please consider volunteering a couple of hours to this wonderful program.
A sign up sheet has been posted on the bulletin board outside the pastor’s
office.
Supplies— Our decorating committee is constructing many wonderful
backdrops and props and needs lots of large, cardboard boxes. They are
also in need of paper towel tubes for crafts. If you have access to such
items at work or have any of these things at home and would like to help
out, just bring them in to the church on Sunday or during office hours.
Thank you for supporting our VBS program.

Red Cross Blood Drive— New Life is hosting a blood drive on
Thursday, June 8th from 2:00 pm to 7:45 pm in Agape Hall. Please
help the Red Cross fight the summer blood shortage by signing up
to donate blood that day. Sign up on the bulletin board
or call the office to make an appointment.
Walk-ins are always welcome, too.
Contact the Church Office with any questions.

Bakers and Hosts Needed!
We are in need of volunteers to donate baked goods (pies and cookies)
and also to host the Canteen on June 8th for 2 hour time slots. To
volunteer to help in any way, sign up on the bulletin board or call Bruce
Short.
Special thanks to all who are able to volunteer to make our drive a success!

Church Directory
The New Life Presbyterian Church directory has been updated and
distributed. Several copies remain in the narthex for those who have
requested hard copies of communications in the past. Please do not
take a copy if it does not have your name on it. Instead, please
contact the office if you would like a hard copy and one will be
prepared for you. Contact the church office if there are errors in your information so
they can be corrected. Thank you!

Church Communication
Would you like to have a church event or announcement included in
the Newsletter or Sunday bulletin? Would you like to invite church
members to a special event? Please submit a Publication Request form
to
the church office for all announcements to be included in the Newsletter and/or
Sunday bulletin. The deadline for Sunday bulletin publication is the prior
Wednesday. Request forms can be found on the bulletin board outside the church
office. You can also email your request to office@newlifepresby.org.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping the lines of
communication open here at New Life Presbyterian Church.

Please join us at 11:45AM in Agape Hall for light refreshments.
12:00 PM Sunday School
Childcare is available from 10:00AM-1:00PM.
By providing educational opportunities for all ages our mission is to deepen knowledge
and understanding of the Bible, strengthen relationships with Christ, increase the desire
to share our faith and to grow Christian leaders both within and outside the church
community.

Ages 3 –12-One Room Sunday School
May 2017 Good News Spreads
Our curriculum will give the children the opportunity
to dive deep into God’s word with the CEB Deep Blue Bible.
This program is for children ages 3 to 12 years old.
This month the children will learn that they can help spread the good news.
Working to Serve!
Discipleship Elder, Jeff Turner, took a group of New Life disciples to a Presbytery
workshop on April 22. The workshop was called Re-Fresh , Re-New and Re-Create.
The workshop offered us ideas on how to re-energize our Christian Education programs.
Some of the ideas presented have already been used in our Sunday School program and
the team will likely use even more ideas for VBS this summer. Our thanks to Jeff and
this group of dedicated disciples for the work they are doing to help others experience
the contagious joy of knowing God!

Weekly Prayer Opportunities
There are 2 opportunities each week to come together for
prayer. We will be praying for our ministry, for each other,
and for anyone who needs prayer. Come join us and let’s
encounter God together in prayer. All are welcome to attend.
1. Sundays at 10:00 AM in the Crossroaders Room
2. Thursdays at 12:30 PM in the Crossroaders Room

PRAY FOR HEALING
Shirley Honor
Joan Mc Bride
George Bousquette
Marge Kunz
Mark & Shannon McGregor
James Tomlinson
John Turner-(Jeff’s brother)
Sandy Wladischken
Joan Lockard
Bob Boatwright
Lindle Lussier- friend of Pat Tomlinson)
Bill Bray- (Stan Iobst’s uncle)
Ashlyn Rutherford
Shirley Wintermuth
Betty Myers-(neighbor of Robbins family)
Joann Barsheff (Tuck family’s friend)
Dorothy Heckel (Karen Hempton’s sister-in-law)
Blake Stringer (Cliff Robbins’ nephew)
Manuel Rodriguez (Margie Hurst's brother-in-law)
Sherie -(Marlene Misuraca’s daughter)
Jayne (Sandra Day's daughter/Karen Tuck's sister)

STRENGTH AND HOPE
Danielle and her preemie
Catherine Meeka- --(friend of Shelley)
Judy Dittman
Curt & Lisa Albrecht & Family--(friends of
Schroeders)

Diane Burr-(Lori Haralson’s friend)
Nancy Bechtel
Dean- (Margie Hurst’s nephew)
Ken Pawlitz
Janet Riggs
Tom Dittman
Ryan V
Marilyn Anderson
Lois (Pat Tomlinson’s friend)
Helen Goltz
Dorothy Johnson
Carlene Kneebone
Reginald Wright
Janet & Armand

COMFORT IN MOURNING
Family of Darlene Tygatt- after her sudden passing
Family of Charles Guy

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)
Kendra- requested by Fred Walker
Jason Barr—Booths’ cousin
PFC Julian Lee– US Army
Private Michael Hempton– US Army
Col. Jason Hollaran-US Army

GENERAL/GLOBAL
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world
Second Mile Center
Those seeking work
Missionaries serving worldwide
Those experiencing homelessness
An end to violence in our nation

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be
removed from our prayer chain. Thank you.

New Life Presbyterian Church
11300 Nineteen Mile Road Sterling Heights, MI 48314
www.newlifepresby.org
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Reverend Mary Bah r-Jones, Inte rim Pastor

CHURCH STAFF
Wendy Mueller, Secretary
Shelley Claeys, Secretary

Edyta Jaros—Music Director
Sana Mansour—Child Care Supervisor

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones
Sharon Gire
Dave Konikson
Jeff Turner

Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Phil Cunningham
Dorothy Harrington
Marge Kunz

Lori Haralson
Matthew Hurst
Valerie Robbins

DEACONS
Moderator: Joyce Harrison

Secretary: Shayla Hansen

Francis Booth
Lynn Booth
Shirley Coar
Joyce Harrison

Bruce Duff
Shayla Hansen
Carlene Kneebone
Randy Tuck

Sue Gough
Jodie Horan
Margie Hurst

NLPC Weekly Calendar
MONDAY, May 15, 2017
9:00 AM Honey-Doers
11:00 AM Study Group
7:00 PM Session Meeting
8:00 PM AA
TUESDAY, May 16, 2017
7:00 PM Deacons Meeting
8:00 PM AA, Alanon, Alateen
WEDNESDAY, May 17, 2017
6:45 PM Tone Chimes Practice

THURSDAY, May 18, 2017
12:30 PM Prayer/ Study Group
7:00 PM Band Practice
SATURDAY, May 20, 2017
9:00 AM Church Clean Up Day
SUNDAY, May 21, 2017
8:45 AM Choir Practice
10:00 AM Prayer Partners
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Coffee & Fellowship
12:00 PM Sunday School
7:00 PM Venture Crew

