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The Pastorõs Ponderings 
Pastor Davidõs cell phoneñ348-330-4170 and email address ñfleeneda@gmail.com  

 Whenever a natural 

disaster strikes our 

country, some idiot on 

television will proclaim 

that the disaster was a 

judgment of God on our 

country for _________. (Fill in the 

blank.) It always, without fail, has to 

do with some particular group of 

people that the preacher, coinci-

dentally, already has some kind of 

problem with. ñIt was because of the 

gay people!ò ñIt was because of the 

ósecularistsô!ò ñIt was because the 

courts kicked God out of the class-

room!ò ñItôs because the people in 

that city were incredibly immoral!ò 

You name it, the false prophets on 

television always have a particular 

group of people to blame.  

 Notice who they never blame. 

They never blame white, straight, 

Christian men. They never blame 

wealthy people. They never blame 

people that are like them. One of 

the people at Zion joked that be-

cause he had just purchased a house 

in Florida, Hurricane Irma had hit 

the state. I assured him that no one 

on TV or radio would blame him 

for causing it, as he was a member, 

like me, of the dominant social 

group in the United States!  

 It seems to me that we have to 

adopt an agnostic attitude to why 

there is such a thing as ñnatural 

evilò. Human evil is a little easier 

for us to deal with theologically ï 

we can point to the fall of humanity 

and our own inclinations to pursue 

self-centered, destructive ends. 

However, with nature, there is no 

satisfactory explanation. We need 

to be very, very cautious using the 

term ñdivine judgmentò in regard to 

natural disaster. After all, Jesus re-

minds his hearers that rain falls on 

the righteous and unrighteous alike 

(Matt. 5:45). Good and bad happen 

to us all. If they happened to the 

righteous man Job, and if they hap-

pened to Jesus, the Son of God, why 

do we think we are immune? 

 The only responses of the 

church in these situations can be 

compassion and action. We are 

called to relieve suffering where it 

can be found, to give of our re-

sources to help the helpers. Condem-

nation and judgment are off-limits 

for us; that is Godôs province, not 

ours. Rather, when we respond to 

evil, we act as a mirror of Godôs 

grace.  

 A little less judgment and a lot 

more compassion would take us far. 

  

 Love to you all, 

 Pr. David 
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Young at 

Heart  
Octoberfest  
The Young at Heart Octoberfest 

2017 will be held Sunday, October 

1st, at Max and Nylaôs house. Hay-

rides start at 5 p.m. Supper begins at 

6 p.m. Homemade ice cream provid-

ed by Joyce Willmann. Bring some 

food to share! 
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Pentecost 17 - October 1st 

1st Reading - Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

2nd Reading - Philippians 2:1-13 

Gospel - Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Pentecost 18 - October 8th 

1st Reading - Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19 

2nd Reading - Philippians 3:4b-14 

Gospel - Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Pentecost 19 - October 15th 

1st Reading - Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

2nd Reading - Philippians 4:1-9 

Gospel - Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Pentecost 20 - October 22nd 

1st Reading - Exodus 33:12-23 

Psalm 99 

2nd Reading - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Gospel - Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Reformation Sunday - October 29th 

1st Reading - Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

2nd Reading - Romans 3:10-28 

Gospel - John 8:31-36 

October  
Lectionary  
Readings  

Reformation 
Dinner and 

Presentation  
Come join us for dinner and a 

presentation on Wednesday, October 

18th at 6 p.m. In the Fellowship Hall. 

Fr. Al Naseman, a priest from Ohio, 

will give an overview of the history 

of the 16th-century Reformation. 

There will also be time for questions. 

Since we are catering dinner, we 

would like a head count to know how 

many will come. Please email the 

church office at: 

 zionluth.hc@gmail.com, call the 

church office at 348-3157, or sign up 

on the sign-up sheet at the back of 

the worship space.  

October  
Birthdays  

Sarah Fleener 10-3 

Ray Stanley 10-6 

Kathy Sharp 10-7 

Marie Uhrick 10-7 

Edi Tarter 10-9 

Jody Stanley 10-12 

Max Hile 10-13 

Miriam Wise 10-15 

Shay Clamme 10-16 

Sue Rinker 10-18 

Ashley Digman 10-22 

Linda Stanley 10-22 

Nancy Bennett 10-23 

Jay Hendricks 10-26 

Aneta Gardner 10-28 

Joan Stanley 10-28 

Addison Clamme 10-29 

Thrivent Financialôs Michelle 

Walker will be hosting a Medicare 

Part D Open House Thursday, No-

vember 2, 1-3pm, at Zion Lutheran 

Church. She will work with individ-

uals to research their Medicare Part 

D options on a first come, first serve 

 
Medicare Part D Open House 

with Thrivent Financial  
Representative Michelle Walker  

basis. The congregation, along with 

family and friends are invited to 

participate.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Michelle 

Walker, 765-212-2307 or by email 

at Michelle.Walker@Thrivent.com. 

mailto:zionluth.hc@gmail.com
mailto:Michelle.Walker@Thrivent.com
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August Council Minutes  
Congregation Council 

met on August 10, 

2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 The August 10th 

council meeting of 

Zion Lutheran Church 

was called to order by president, Lar-

ry Hile. Devotions and prayer were 

led by Sandy Langdon. 

Present: Larry Hile, Tom Arm-

strong, Dennis Walker, Mark Prout, 

Drew Walker, Sandy Langdon, Neil 

Stroble, Anita Reid, Fred Walker, 

Allen Stallsmith, Cathy Willmann, 

and Pastor David Fleener 

Absent: Mike Clamme  

The Secretaryôs Report was re-

viewed as printed of the July meet-

ing. Tom Armstrong made a motion 

to accept the report with one correc-

tion. The Retreat Center is in Don-

aldson, IN and not Bradenton, IN. 

Fred Walker seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 

Add Items to agenda: Budget 

(Finance) Team, Pencils ordered by 

Mission and Ministry, and Nomina-

tion Committee 

Pastorôs Report: As written with 

exception of a check for $100 issued 

for rent of someone requesting mon-

ey from Deaconôs Fund. Pastor felt 

like he possibly made a mistake not 

requiring proof the money was in 

deed for rent. Will not make the mis-

take again and will seek the Dea-

consô advice and approval after this. 

Pastoral Care in JulyðPastorôs 

totals: 7 shut-in visits, 2 sick/hospital 

visits, 1 pastoral visit, 1 funeral (Ken 

Simmons memorial service). 

Deaconsô Fund use in Julyð

Check #1035 for $100, written for a 

rent payment. 

Christian EducationðConfir-

mation classes begin again on Sun-

day, August 20th. We will continue 

our course on the Old Testament. I 

would also like to schedule at least 

one fellowship night and one ser-

vice project with them this fall.  

Personal RetreatðThank you 

for giving me time away for prayer, 

rest, and my first spiritual direction 

class. I always feel renewed after 

spending time at St. Augustineôs 

House. The first spiritual direction 

class went quite well, I think. We 

talked about listening skills, spiritu-

al disciplines, and a general over-

view of what spiritual direction is. I 

expect great things in the future. 

The next class is Fri., Oct. 20-Sat. 

Oct. 21 at Mahseh Center in Ke-

wanna, Indiana.  

Other events in July: 

2 ï Led worship at Crown Pointe 

3, 10, 17, 24 ï Joe and Jesus at 

Common Grounds 

6 ï Young-at-Heart breakfast at 

Richards 

13 ï Lunch with Blackford County 

ministers 

18 ï Met with Lutheran pastors at 

First Presbyterian, Muncie (new 

home of Grace Village) for Bible 

study 

20 ï Lunch with Fr. Dave Newton 

26 ï Had meeting with Dr. Kevin 

Biddle, principal at Northside, and 

Cathy Willmann 

Committee reportsðParish Ed: 

Drew Walker  

Will meet in one week to dis-

cuss Sunday School starting up. 

Worship/Music/Memorial: Den-

nis Walker 

Plaque is on the bell tower. One 

piece is missing and will take care of 

that. 

Songs were chosen for next two 

months. 

Land use: Larry Hile  

Will get with Chris Coy to possi-

bly replace some of the trees that 

were cut down. 

Constitution Committee: Mark 

Prout, Fred Walker, Sandy Lang-

donðMet August 8th. 

Still in lots of discussion. Possi-

bly have a council with 6 voting 

members consisting of 2 elders, 1 

deacon, 1 trustee, 1 secretary, and 1 

treasurer. Deacons would have a 

committee of volunteers to help with 

communion; trustees would also 

have a committee; and possibly an 

accounting committee would also be 

a group of volunteers who would 

count the money every Sunday with 

always 2 individuals on hand. Terms: 

no limits but would have to be elect-

ed again. This is a work in progress 

and not ready for consideration of 

the congregation. 

Mission and Ministry: Cathy 

WillmannðMet July 25th.  

School supplies are going to be 

collected through the end of Septem-

ber for families who cannot afford 

them. All supplies so far have been 

taken to Northside, because all stu-

dents, including the high school, reg-

istered at Northside this year. These 

supplies were much appreciated! The 

principal made a sign for our church  

to let the public know the supplies 

came from members of Zion. 

(continued on following page) 
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August Council Minutes continued  
PencilsðOrdered pencils that 

has our church name and ñGod 

Loves Youò written on them. It was 

suggested that the pencils be ap-

proved by the new superintendent 

before they were distributed to 

teachers and/or students. 

Ice Cream SocialðSept. 10th is 

our ñGodôs Work: Our Hands Day. 

Jody Stanley is taking orders for 

shirts for members to wear that day 

to church. Jeans are ok to wear with 

them. Orders must be in by Aug. 

15th. We will have an ice cream so-

cial and possibly lunch also after 

church on Sept. 10th. A free will do-

nation will be for Grace Village, our 

Campus Ministry. Grace Village is 

now housed in the basement of the 

Campus Presbyterian Church. Larry 

Langdon applied for and received 

$250 from Thrivent for the food for 

the Ice Cream Social. Pastor and 

Cathy met with Dr. Biddle to discuss 

other possibilities of how we can 

help Northside. 

Council reportsðDeacons: Drew 

Walker, Allen Stallsmith - As written. 

Attendance and Holy Commun-

ion reportð7/2 - 63 attended, 59 

communed; 7/9 - 74 attended; 7/16 - 

62 attended, 59 communed; 7/23 - 

67 attended; 7/30 - 54 attended, 52 

communed 

Trustees: Tom Armstrong, Mark 

Prout and Neil Stroble 

Roof still has a leak on west 

side. Talked to Sherriff-Goslin to 

inspect the following morning. Tom 

Willmann, janitor and at least one 

trustee should be present. 

Meeting Saturday morning at 

9:00 a.m. to clean up the branches 

and trees that were cut down. Vol-

unteers are needed. Joyce Willmann 

volunteered to make lunch for eve-

ryone who works. 

Treasurerôs Report: Dennis 

Walker 

July 2017 report was reviewed. 

QuickBooks is installed on new 

laptop. 

Larry talked with Courtney 

about Zion taking control of our 

finances again. She will continue 

until the end of September since 

Dennis is going to be gone for ten 

days. Max Langdon can write 

checks if needed. Courtney and 

Dennis have been exchanging pass-

words and he will meet with her 

next Monday. 

There are four checks unac-

counted for. All of them are in suc-

cession. Neil Stroble made a motion 

to ignore the four checks. Tom 

Armstrong seconded the motion. 

Motion did not pass. Dennis will 

have the checks stopped. Cost is 

$25. 

Debbie needs a new keyboard 

and modem. 

Motion to accept all committee 

and council reports made by Mark 

Prout. Seconded by Sandy Langdon. 

Motion carried. 

Old Business: Joint Lutheran - 

Catholic Reformation Commemora-

tion on October 18th (Wed. eve.) to 

be held at Zion was discussed again. 

Planning on a meal being served. 

Sandy Langdon made a motion to 

proceed with the plans. Dennis 

Walker seconded it. Motion carried. 

Fred Walker made a motion to pay 

for the speakerôs mileage. Mark 

Prout seconded. Motion carried. No-

lan Willman, Jody Stanley, and Larry 

Hile are on the committee. 

New Business: Larry Hile asked 

when the nominating committee 

would need to be formed. Advised 

the committee needs to be selected in 

October to have it ready for the No-

vember council meeting. Larry clari-

fied who was on the nominating 

committee. Those members are Larry 

Hile, Cathy Willmann, Linda Walk-

er, Jody Stanley, Chris Coy, and 

Kathy Sharp. No chairman has been 

selected. yet. 

The meeting was adjourned by all 

praying the Lordôs Prayer.  

Next meeting will be September 

14, 2017 with Neil Stroble giving the 

devotions. 

Respectfully submitted by,  

Cathy Willmann,  

Recording Secretary 




