
First United Methodist Church, Oneonta, New York 

Update for May 7, 2021 

The church building is locked at all times. 
 

How to Worship (NEW!) 

 

(Please read this, as our procedures have changed as of this Sunday, May 9
th

!) 

 

1.  All are invited to join in worship in person in the sanctuary, at 8:15 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. on Sundays. No 

reservations are required. Please wear a mask and enter through the Church Street door. No singing, no 

child care, no coffee hour, but yes: live music and reading and sharing peace with your neighbors and 

proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

2. Both the 8:15 and 10:00 a.m. services will continue to be livestreamed, but as of this Sunday, May 9
th

, 

we will no longer broadcast on Facebook Live. There have been too many glitches of late on Facebook 

as many of you know. So, at least for now, both Sunday services will be broadcast via zoom, using the 

same link as was used previously for the 10:00 a.m. service. 

3. At 8:15 and/or 10:00 a.m. on Sundays, please connect with Zoom by computer: 

https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656  

Meeting ID: 195 736 049. You will be admitted from the “waiting room.”  

 

COVID Information 

1. The FUMC Covid Team believes that the Covid-19 vaccines are safe and effective at reducing one’s 

chance of serious disease and hospitalization by up to 96%. It is important that everyone who can get 

vaccinated does so in order for our community, state, and country to reach herd immunity. If you have 

questions about getting vaccinated, talk to your health care provider. 

2. Although New York State does not require quarantining after traveling out of state, the NYS Health 

Department recommends quarantining after domestic travel as an added precaution. The FUMC Covid 

Team suggests that you consider not attending church in person for at least one week after out-of-state 

travel. Thank you. 

3. Once you're vaccinated, what should you do with your CDC vaccination card? Most authorities agree 

that you should not carry the original with you, but instead store it in a safe place at home, as you may 

need it again to record booster shots if ever required. 

4. Take a picture of your card and store it on your cell phone and/or scan your card to your PC. Make at 

least one copy and take the copy, not the original, to OfficeMax for free lamination on or before July 25, 

2021. This is what you will want to carry in your wallet or purse.   

5. Additionally, you may want to download the New York State Excelsior Pass app, available in the App 

Store or on Google Play. Go to https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/excelsior-pass for further 

information on this volunteer program. 

If you have any questions, if you still need the vaccine, or if you need to get tested, please contact us. 

Sharry Strait-Carey 434-5234 or sharrysc9@hotmail.com  

Marty Van Lenten Becker 432-4917  

 

 

Collecting for-deposit cans and bottles: In the past we have collected the for-deposit cans and bottles and 

used the money for the Jamaica Mission. However, at this time we are NOT collecting cans and bottles 

until further notice. 

 

 

  



From the Green Team: 

 

Legislation has been introduced to ban highly toxic flame retardant chemicals in New York. These dangerous 

chemicals are in many everyday household products-electronics, furniture, mattresses, insulation, kids’ products 

(like car seats), and more. 

These chemicals are linked to increased risk of cancer, reproductive harms, and learning disabilities. Children 

and pregnant mothers are most at risk, as are firefighters who are exposed to these chemicals when fighting fires 

and saving lives. In addition, harmful byproducts given off when these chemicals burn (dioxins and furans) pose 

further risks to firefighters. And, in most cases, flame retardants aren’t effective at stopping fires.  

California, Maryland, and the European Union have already banned these chemicals. Our Legislature should 

reject the chemical industry’s carefully designed scare talking points that ignore and distort the science. 

Firefighters, furniture manufacturers, and environmental and public health groups support this bill for a reason. 

These are harmful chemicals that are not needed to provide fire safety and should be eliminated as soon as 

possible. 

Please take a few minutes to email Assemblyman John Salka, salkaj@nyassembly.gov and Senator Peter 

Oberacker, oberacker@nysenate.gov to urge them to support this important legislation. Suggested wording (a 

personal comment also helps): 

Dear (Elected Official): 

Please pass important legislation to ban toxic flame retardant chemicals in many common household products, 

like furniture, mattresses, and electronics. 

The science is clear – these chemicals are toxic and harmful to our health, especially to children and pregnant 

mothers, and to firefighters who come into contact with them and their dangerous byproducts when fighting 

fires.  

What’s worse, in most cases, flame retardants aren’t actually effective at stopping fires.  

Other states and countries have banned flame retardant chemicals in these products, and I urge New York to do 

the same. Please pass S. 4630 / A. 5418 today. 

Thank you! 

 


