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First UMC The Reporter November 2021 
 

Message from our Pastor  “Thick Love” 

“Stand Faithfully” is the theme of our fall financial campaign: taken from a poem “The Brick” by Michel 

Quoist (Prayers, Rowman and Littlefield, 1963), which ends with these words: “Lord, what difference whether 

I am on the roof-top or in the foundations of your building, as long as I stand faithfully in the right place?” No 

matter where you are in our church community: whether you’ve just found FUMC during the pandemic, or 

whether your family has been an integral part of the FUMC family for many generations, whether you’re young 

or old, gay or straight, well-off or just holding it together, you have an important role in our mission and 

ministries. Whoever we are, we are invited to “stand faithfully.” 

The September 22
nd

 issue of The Christian Century (Vol. 138, No. 19, p. 8) brought the news of neuroscientist 

Lisa Miller’s studies of “innate spirituality,” our inborn capacity to “experience love, connection, unity, and a 

sense of guidance by a higher power.” Miller’s research shows that developing this capacity makes us happier, 

increases resilience and creativity, and lowers rates of depression and substance abuse. Specifically, altruism 

and love of neighbor correlate with cortical thickness in regions of the brain associated with bonding. “What’s 

good for everyone is also what’s best for each one of us,” writes Miller” (Church Times, August 20
th

.) Sounds 

like a 21
st
 century update to the Apostle Paul’s analogy of the church as the body of Christ: as we stretch our 

souls to take care of each other, to serve our neighbors, we will also be enhancing our own health.  

This month, all of us are invited to strengthen our capacity to experience love and connection by making a 

financial commitment, as an individual or as a family, to the mission and ministries of First United Methodist 

Church of Oneonta for the year 2022. Estimate of Giving Cards will be mailed the first week of November. 

When you receive yours, please prayerfully consider taking a step up toward tithing, or beyond tithing if that 

has already been your spiritual practice. Stand faithfully and joyfully, for “God loves a cheerful giver”  

(2 Corinthians 9:7). Please bring your completed Estimate of Giving Card to church or mail it in by November 

14
th

 so that we may celebrate and dedicate our commitments together in worship that day. 

Yours standing faithfully by God’s grace, 

Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell, Pastor 

Worship Themes for November 

 

All are invited to worship God in prayer and song, both in person and online 

at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m., leaving room in between services 

for education for children and adults (see “How to Worship” below) 

Sunday, November 7
th

: Don’t forget to set your clocks back so you arrive right on time for worship for All 

Saints Sunday. We’ll light special candles on the altar for all the FUMC saints who have died since the last All 

Saints. Candles will be available for the congregation to light for other saints in our lives. Please read: Psalm 

146; Hebrews 9:24-28; and Mark 12:38-44. All Saints Communion will be celebrated. 
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Sunday, November 14
th

: “Stand Faithfully” Stewardship Commitment Sunday. 1 Corinthians 3:9-16, and Mark 

13:1-8. Please bring your completed Estimate of Giving card. There will be a special moment in each service to 

dedicate our commitments for mission and ministry in 2022. 

Sunday, November 21
st
: Reign of Christ Sunday is the last Sunday of the Christian year. Rev. Marti will be out 

of town for Thanksgiving week; Allison Jay Bookhout will be preaching at both services. Scriptures include: 

Psalm 93 and John 18:33-37. 

Sunday, November 28
th

: First Sunday of Advent. Today begins a new series by Marcia McFee, “The Inn: 

Housing the Holy.” For the opening of the liturgy today, Marcia writes, “The pandemic has laid bare, and 

widened, economic disparity locally and globally. As we enter the Advent season, how can our church become 

a house where the Holy will be born anew–offering respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider 

to those seeking shelter from the onslaught of life?” Please read: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:4-5. We will 

celebrate an Advent communion. 

 

How to Worship 

1. All are invited to join in worship in person in the sanctuary, at 8:15 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. No 

reservations are required. Please wear a mask. All the doors will be open. There is child care, no coffee 

hour, but yes: live music and reading and sharing peace with your neighbors and proclaiming the Good 

News of Jesus Christ! If you feel the need to sing during worship, please make sure that you are seated 

at least twelve (12) feet from any other worshippers. Keisha Genzardi, our child care worker, is fully 

vaccinated and ready to care for children during both services. 

2. Both the 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. services will continue to be livestreamed. Look for the 8:15 a.m. service 

on Facebook Live and/or on Zoom, using the worship link (see #3 below.) The 10:30 am service is 

livestreamed on Zoom only; a virtual “coffee hour” follows the service, so feel free to stay on to greet 

your fellow zoom worshippers and Pastor Marti! 

3. At 8:15 and/or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, please connect with Zoom by computer: 

https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049. You 

will be admitted from the “waiting room.”  

4. In order to provide as safe a space as possible for all worshippers, FUMC will continue to follow the 

masking and social distancing practices that have been in place until the New York State Department of 

Health reviews the new CDC guidelines and delivers recommendations to the State’s residents. Thank 

you for your patience as worship practices evolve with the pandemic. 
 

 

Sunday School for Children 

We have successfully started our Sunday School at FUMC. It has been a joy to get started and to see some old 

and some new faces. It is especially wonderful to see how our children have grown after not seeing them in 

person in over a year! We have a wonderful group that has enjoyed being creative with clay, coloring, and 

writing as we have learned about God’s Creation last month. This month we will work on the lessons of Jesus 

from the New Testament. As we learn about God’s lessons, we learn how to live these lessons in Sunday 

School. We learn how to pray, how to be good citizens of God’s creation, how to feel happy about our own 

gifts, and how to be a member of God’s loving family. If your children would like to join us, all our welcome. It 

is not too late! In addition, if God is calling you to share your gifts with children, please be part of us. You are 

welcome! You can email me at slpmom2@gmail.com or contact the church office to let us know how you 

would like to help. Our Sunday School is growing and we need all the help we can get! Thank you. 

— Lisa Smith, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

mailto:slpmom2@gmail.com
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Advent Fair 

On Sunday, November 28
th

 from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., all ages are invited to an Advent Fair at FUMC. We’ll do 

some Advent crafts together and decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. We encourage the entire church family, 

both old and new, to come to this kickoff to Advent with fun and fellowship. Watch the bulletin and website for 

more information, and bring friends! Would you like to help young ones learn how to make a simple ornament 

at the fair, contact the church office if you’d like to help! 607-432-4102 

Fall Schedule for Adult Education 

Digging Deeper Bible Study, Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. or Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Both classes are in person. If 

necessary, the Tuesday group will go to Zoom. The current series is entitled Drawing All Things To God – a 

Series Around the Life of Jesus the Christ. Various contributors will present via video, and we will discuss our 

relationship to God, one another, our meals, positions, and possessions, and to the earth. If you need to attend 

on Tuesdays through Zoom, please contact Margaret Parish: 607-435-4001. Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. in the 

Embury Room and Sundays at 9:25 a.m. in the Art Room. 

Bible Studies and Small Groups 

The United Methodist Women’s Book Group is meeting twice a month, the second and fourth Thursdays at 

10:00 a.m. We are meeting in church on the second Thursday and on zoom the fourth Thursday. Our next book 

is Have You Seen Luis Velez? by Catherine Ryan Hyde. This is a wonderful story of deep kindness and hope 

after loss. We will be meeting on the third Thursday in November because Thanksgiving falls on the fourth 

Thursday. Please join us for fellowship and lively discussion. Call Sharry Strait-Carey at 434-5234  

Lectio Divina is on Thursdays, 12:00 noon. This is a time of praying through the words of the weekly Scripture 

readings that will be the foundation for worship the next Sunday. If you are interested, call Margaret Parish at 

435-4001. 

Breathing Room: An Advent Day Apart 

Space to breathe, explore, and prepare for the season on Saturday, December 4, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Advent is a season of high expectations - our own, our family’s, our congregation’s. In reality, it can be a time 

of both joy and sorrow, peace and stress. Take time out at the beginning of this season to step away, be with 

what is, and clarify your intentions for the season. 

Come as you are, take a breath, and let God meet you where you are. Gather at Sky Lake Camp and Retreat 

Center in Windsor, New York for a time of worship, individual and group reflection and conversation, and 

sharing of a hot meal. 

The cost is $30 (hot meal included). Register at: skylake.campbrainregistration.com/ 

Covid Safety - Sky Lake requires everyone must show proof of vaccination or negative results from a 

professional COVID test within 36 hours of their arrival to the retreat. Masking will also be required at all times 

(aside from eating) while in shared indoor spaces.  

For questions and accessibility requests -OR- to reserve a room to stay at Sky Lake the night before or after the 

retreat contact the Sky Lake office at 607-467-2750. Margaret Parish will be attending. If you are interested in 

going, please contact her (margparish@yahoo.com) 

Cluster Church Conference: Sunday, November 7
th

, 4:30 p.m. 

The annual meeting of a United Methodist Church is called a “Charge Conference.” When it’s called in such a 

way that all members can vote, rather than the leadership only, it’s called a “Church Conference.” This year, our 

church conference will be held among a cluster of neighboring UM churches, at Elm Park UMC, 401 Chestnut 

Street in Oneonta, on Sunday afternoon, November 7
th

. All members are invited to attend and vote. Please wear 

a mask. We will vote in our leadership for 2022 as well as the pastoral compensation, and hear reports on our 

mission and ministries of this past year.  

 

mailto:margparish@yahoo.com
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Charitable Giving ............................................................ Li Luo, CPA and Asst. Professor, Hartwick College 

New Tax Deductions available for your Charitable and Church Contributions: An important note about how you 

can get a new tax deduction for your charitable contributions: 

The CARES Act made a new charitable deduction available to individual taxpayers who do not itemize their 

deductions and who do make a CASH contribution to qualifying public charities during 2021. Couples filing 

jointly may claim up to $600 on their 2021 federal income tax return ($300 for single and Head of Household). 

For seniors: 

An individual age 70 ½ or older may distribute up to $100,000 tax-free from his or her IRAs to certain 

charitable organizations without including the distribution in gross income. A qualified charitable distribution 

must be made directly by the trustee to a qualifying public charity organization. The entire distribution must 

otherwise be deductible as a charitable donation, disregarding the percentage limitations, even though the 

individual cannot claim a charitable deduction for the donation. 

Please speak to your tax preparer for how this might apply to you. 

Stewardship: It is the season for our annual Stewardship Campaign. We are providing you with the following 

information so that you might thoughtfully consider your participation in the campaign this year. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to direct them to Jeff Gardner or Rosalie Higgins. Thank you for your continuing 

support of the many ways our church serves the people of our community.  

 

FUMC - Oneonta Draft 2022 Budget 

Setting a pledge giving goal is new to the stewardship campaign this year. The goal is based on the draft budget 

for 2022 developed by the Church Council and supporting committees. In order to help members of FUMC 

begin the process of determining an estimate of giving for 2022, two displays are given below that summarize 

the estimated expenses and revenues for the upcoming year. It is hoped that this will help everyone see what 

donations are used to support.  

Looking at estimated “Expenses”  

Activities and staffing are separated into programming (directly related to the mission of FUMC) and 

administration (related to the general operation of FUMC). It should be noted that this is different than previous 

budgets where expenses were not differentiated. This view gives a better reflection of how expenses and staff 

support our ministry and mission. As one can see, FUMC plans to spend 40% on programs and ministry and 

22% on administration.   

In other categories, building and grounds that are under the guidance of the Trustees shows 12% is used to 

maintain the building and grounds; building utilities make up 7%. The thrift store, Helping Hands, is a new 

mission started with the help of Angela Eardley. The expense figure is an estimate of the store’s daily operating 

costs and giving 10% of gross sales to the community. Finally, 18% of the budget expense goes to the 

Conference. It is FUMC’s share, based on a revenue formula. 

This budget assumes a salary increase of 3% for staff. 
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    FUMC - Oneonta Draft 2022 Budget 
 Estimated Expenses 2022 

    

     1. Program Activity 
 

$8,340 2% 
 2. Program Staff Time 

 
$179,926 38% 

 3. Administration Activity 
 

$14,050 3% 
 4. Administrative Staff Time 

 
$88,262 19% 

 5. Building/Utility 
 

$34,150 7% 
 6. Building/Grounds Care 

 
$57,750 12% 

 7. Thrift Store 
 

$3,120 1% 
 8. Conference Share 

 
$86,446 18% 

 

   
100% 

 Total 
 

$472,044 
  

     Notes: 
    Proposed Salary increase 3% 
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Looking at estimated “Revenues” 

To determine a pledge giving goal, the finance committee worked backward from estimated revenues and 

expenses. Revenue is estimated based on previous years’ giving trends for non-pledged and loose plate 

donations, special offerings, building usage, fund raising events, other grants and projected thrift store sales. A 

five percent (5%) draw from the main endowment fund is assumed. Five percent is the limit set by the church 

council a number of years ago. In addition, a grant from the Patrick fund for $35,000 will be requested. The 

remainder needed to meet expenses is the pledge giving goal for 2022. The pledge giving goal is $191,068.   

 
Estimated Revenues 2022 

  

     1. Pledged giving-Goal $191,068 41% 

2. Non-pledge/loose plate $23,500 5% 

3. Special offerings 
 

$3,550 1% 

4. Main endowment draw (5%) $169,465 36% 

5. Patrick fund grant 
 

$35,000 7% 

6. Dewar grant 
 

$5,000 1% 

7. Thrift store 
 

$15,600 3% 

8. Building usage 
 

$13,300 3% 

9. Fund raising events 
 

$4,000 1% 

10. Patrick grant (comm/media) $5,059 1% 

11. Campus Ministry (intern) $5,598 1% 

12. Miscellaneous 
 

$904 >1% 

   
  100% 

Total 
  

$472,044 
 

     Notes: 
    The pledge giving goal amount would balance the budget. 
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Facility Updates ........................................................................ Jeff Gardner, Business and Facilities Manager 

 

The Trustees have been able to tighten up a few loose ends as we are nearing the end of another successful year 

at FUMC. This past week, we were able to replace the main electric line that feeds the parish house, meter box, 

and breaker box which was severely frayed and was potential a fire hazard. In addition we replaced some lights 

and a timer as they were safety concerns.  

 

Financial Updates..................................................................... Jeff Gardner, Business and Facilities Manager 

Although I may be repeating myself, I cannot thank each of you enough for your volunteer time that you give to 

FUMC and the monetary gifts you provide that help so many people in so many ways. Thank you, thank you, 

thank you!!! When asked, you step up, and in many cases even before asked, you take the initiative to see what 

is needed and step up to the plate.  

Each month I prepare a summary analysis for the finance team of our revenues (giving), expenses, thrift store 

sales, other fundraising, and grants. In addition, I provide a balance sheet analysis with a summary of the 

endowments and other key funds.  

Revenue Side: September = 75% YTD (year to date) 

 Giving YTD – 2021 Pledges 75.32%, Non-pledges 71.72%, loose plate 61.65% = Overall 74.85% 

                        2020 Pledges 70.68%, Non-pledges 36.23%, loose plate 17.51% = Overall 66.22% 

Giving in total (Pledges, non-pledges, loose plate) 2021 - $152,962.46 vs 2020 $140,279.89 

Pledging Units– 76 total - 18 Paid Pledge in Full with 3 who have given in total $1,720 in 

extra above their pledge 

      7 paid 80% or more  

    30 paid 70 to 79% 

    55 of 76 

    13 paid at least 50 - 74% 

     6  paid between 25-49%  

     2  have paid at 0 at this point 

 ($6,590 unexpected to collect), due to deaths, people who have left church, job 

changes, etc.  

Non-pledge 40 giving units for a total of $15,409 of the $21,500 budgeted 

  6  - $1,000 or more for a total of $10,560, 68% of total 

2  - $   500 or more for a total of $1,250, 8.11% of total 

  7  - $200-$499 for a total of $1,895, 12.3% of total 

              10 - $100-$199 for a total of $1,229, 7.97% of total 

              15 - $1-$99 for a total of $475 

 

Thrift Shop – Sept. Gross Sales $ 1,822.00 Net to FUMC - $1,639.80 

                                     $ 182.20 donated to OFO – Early Head Start program  

 YTD Proceeds To FUMC $ 3,299.86,  YTD Donated to Community Groups 

$366.65 

 

Rummage Sale – Net proceeds $1,955 
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Expense Side: 

 Education - $84 currently over budget  

 Media/Communications at 85.65% of budget, advertising and postage. 

 Finance is over budget in expenses but also has revenue that is more than budgeted.  

o Finance Fundraising budgeted Net $3,300, actual net $3,984.42. Yeah 

o Finance other budget exp. $910, actual ytd - $445.06 

 Tech Service Area is 22.92% over budget, trimmed budget from 2020 

 Conference - $3,100 savings for the year with ministry share credit from conf. 

 Communications Coord. Position - $8,159.19 is available from the $10,000 approved by 

Patrick and Church Council.   
 

Overall Statement of Revenues and Expenses 

  $ 3,561.52  

($    687.61) designated/restricted for Thrift Shop expenses 

  $2,873.91 net income  
 

In July, a letter was sent out from Pastor Marti and Council Chair Peter Paluch advising the congregation that at 

a special session of Church Council on June 29
th

, it was voted that FUMC staff hours and salary cuts due to take 

effect July 1 were postponed. In that letter, it stated that funds needed to be raised to cover the potential shortfall 

in the budget for this change. To date (Sept. 30), of the $8,000 needed, a total of $7,795 has been donated to the 

“Staff Restore Fund.”  

Balance Sheet Analysis –  

 Total Assets are up $176,703.01 year to date (YTD) 

 MEAP (Main End. Asset Portfolio)  

1. Overall or total MEAP is down $11,920.29 YTD  

2. Total Net Income less fees is $59,758.85 for the year 2021, down ($4,163.14) as 

compared to the same 9 months in 2020.  

3. With no withdrawals, income, or fees just market fluctuations (growth) the MEAP 

would reflect a higher balance by $123,134.36, an increase of 3.032%  

4. Although down slightly from year end 2020, the value MEAP is still $240,380 

greater than it was at the end of September 2020.  

 Patrick Endowment 

1. Is up $184,763 (5.29%) YTD 

2. Is up $443,688.29 (13%) from September 30, 2020,  

3. Net Income less fees is higher by $1,407.02 as compared to the same 9 months last 

year.  

4. Currently, there is $27,115.09 available for grant requests in 2021.  

5. Of the $10,000 approved for the Communications Coord., only $1,840.41 has been 

used. If worked 12 hrs per wk for remaining year would use an additional $3,100.32 

leaving a balance of $ 5,059.27. 

6. The current value of the Patrick Endowment $3,677,641.21.  
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FUMC Communications ........................................................................................................... Amy Burnsworth 

Calling All Things Good – We want to celebrate our congregation out in the community. Please share with me 

the good things you or your family are doing in the community and want to share with our church family. Send 

a link to an article or a picture and a brief detail about the event/game/good deed. I will be sharing on FB, 

Instagram and the website. You can email information to communications@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Speaking of Social Media: Please like/share/follow us on: 

 https://www.instagram.com/firstumconeonta/ 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/197839013516 

 And Join us on Twitter - First UMC Oneonta will use twitter to share current events in the Greater 

United Methodist Denomination as well as current events and issues we as a church community 

align ourselves with.  

 https://twitter.com/FirstUMCOneonta 

 Website – October presented some challenges for the website, we lost our total access to the site for 

7-10 days and we are still slowly getting back its content. This “glitch” has created the opportunity 

to give the site a fresh look, so stay tuned, more to come.  

 

Message from the Green Team 

Drink Tea with Confidence! Over the last few years there have been articles about tea bags containing plastics. 

In 2019, McGill University researchers found that a single tea bag may release more than 11 billion micro 

plastic and 3 billion nanoplastic particles when steeped in boiling water. 

Fortunately, not all tea bags are created equally, so yours may be plastic free. The following article has a list of 

teas that contain plastics and those that do not: 

https://www.becausehealth.org/plastic-in-my-tea-bag-2618934044.html  

However, this is not an exhaustive list, so it is important to do your own research on your favorite teas. 

Other articles that may be helpful follow: 

https://www.greencompostables.com/blog/plastic-free-tea-bags  

https://www.drinkteahub.com/best-plastic-free-tea-bags-uk/ https://www.countryliving.com/uk/create/food-and-

drink/news/a3291/plastic-tea-bags-environment/  

https://www.implasticfree.com/why-you-should-switch-to-plastic-free-tea-bags/  

After doing your research, you may relax and drink with confidence. 

You may also find the Emmy-award winning video The Story of Plastics interesting. It may be accessed for a 

limited time on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCNanJNJ8JA and on Amazon Prime. 

Staff Appreciation Month! 

November is staff appreciation month. Thanks so much for your response to our request for a monetary 

contribution for their extra effort during the past 18 months. The staff was very appreciative. For this month, 

please consider a word or note of appreciation for their continued effort in support of the mission of FUMC. 

Thank you. —Margaret Parish, Chair SPR 

Helping Hands Thrift Store Hours: 

Thursdays: 4-8 Fridays: 9-5 Saturdays: 10-2 

Call Angela Eardley if you have items to donate: 607-434-2435 
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The COVID-19 Pandemic Is Not Over 

Now that Fall is here and Winter is approaching–cold and flu season–the Reopening Task Force is offering a 

review of FUMC’s mask policy. 

Both the CDC and the Otsego County Department of Health strongly recommend wearing masks in indoor 

public spaces where the level of community transmission is HIGH or VERY HIGH. This sadly is the case in 

Otsego County. In addition to the county’s low vaccination rate, there are reports of breakthrough infections 

with the highly contagious Delta variant in fully-immunized people, including within this congregation. The 

UMC Upper New York Conference states that ALL PERSONS, INCLUDING THE VACCINATED AND 

UNVACCINATED, ARE NOW RECOMMENDED TO WEAR MASKS WHEN GATHERING INDOORS. 

This mask recommendation is for everyone over the age of two in worship, in Sunday School, in all meetings, 

in the kitchen, in Fellowship Hall, in the bathrooms, and in the hallways. As we read in Romans 12:5, no 

Christian is an unattached Christian. We are all members of each other, connected, with the purpose of serving 

each other, and keeping each other safe. 

2021 BAZAAR Plans for Saturday, November 20, 9 – 3 

Needed: Reusable bags of all sizes. (i.e. TJ Maxx, Bath & Body Works, etc: they can be left on the stage) 

Jewelry Booth – Chair: Angela Eardley; Assistant: Betty Lynch – Please bring in your jewelry donations to the 

church office by Nov 10. 

Grandma’s Attic – Chair: Helen Rees; Assistant: Barbara Blanchard–Wanted: “gifty” items, linens, 

“Good” used Christmas decorations, artwork, “Good” sports equipment, like new puzzles & games, the usual 

glassware and china. Items can be left on the front of the stage until Nov 14. 

Naturally Yours – Co-Chairs: Marty Becker & Sharry Strait-Carey – Includes: Cream Team Products, soaps, 

tick spray, plastic bag drying racks, dog biscuits, house plants, gourd bird houses, corn brooms, etc. 

Sweets & Treats – Need a chair, or person(s) to organize the booth. Includes PRE-PACKAGED baked goods, 

jams, pickles, pies (ask Joyce Miller/church office for pie packaging kit). 

Crafts – needs a chair or person(s) to organize the booth. Looking for unique craft items as well as the usual. 

Bring items to the church office by Nov 14. 

Book Nook – Need a person(s) to organize the booth. Good fiction & gently used good children’s books only. 

Café – Co-Chairs: Marty Becker & Kelly Hansen. Take out only: soups, chili, muffins, pie slices. 

Cookie Booth requests for the Bazaar 

All of the bakers in our church are being asked to donate one batch (or more) of their favorite small, decorated 

holiday cookies. 

Due to COVID situation, please bag your cookies in clear snack and/or sandwich size bags—4-6 cookies per 

bag will enable folks to purchase a variety of cookies. 

Labels on the bags should include name of cookie and include names of any allergen-producing ingredients: 

contains nuts, etc. 

Please bring your bagged and labeled cookies to the Cookie Booth between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 

November 19
th

. 

Will you please set aside time in November to help with this worthwhile project? Thank you from the Cookie 

Booth Co-Chairs, Dottie Lawson & Pris Thompson. If you have questions, call 607-432-0904 or email 

dorothylawson05@yahoo.com 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/22/health/coronavirus-breakthrough-infections-delta.html
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~ Caring and Sharing ~ from October 

Please remember that if you or a member of your family is hospitalized, it is necessary for you to contact the 

church if you wish a visit or listing on our prayer lists as that information is not readily (or legally) shared by 

health care institutions. 

Focus Rehab: Bill Pharr (1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica, NY 13501) 

Kathryn Roffe is at Fox Nursing Home for rehab (Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820) 

Sympathies 

Please pray for Jan DeCelle whose husband Tom died in August. 

Please pray for the family and friends of Betty Lynch’s friend Tanya who passed away. 

First United Methodist Church – Oneonta, New York 

Church Address .......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone.........................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email ......................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta. org 

Pastor Marti’s email ................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s cell phone ..................................................................................................................(315) 569-9156 

Church web page.................................................................................................... http//www.firstumc-oneonta.org 

Ordained Minister .......................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders ................................................................................................................ Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Director of Music Ministries ............................................................................................................. John Jurgensen 

Business & Facilities Manager ............................................................................................................. Jeff Gardner 

Communications Coordinator ........................................................................................................ Amy Burnsworth 

Sexton ...............................................................................................................................................Randall Wilson 

Secretary ............................................................................................................................................... Leslie Bauer 

Volunteer Caretaker ................................................................................................................ Christopher Brashear 

Child Care ....................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

Tech Intern ............................................................................................................................................... Willa Ness 
 

The deadline for the December Reporter is November 19! 
 

Shoeboxes for Red Bird Mission 

The Mission team at Endwell United Methodist Church is coordinating the collection and delivery of shoeboxes for the 

Red Bird Mission, located in Beverly, Kentucky. The Red Bird Missionary Conference is one of three United Methodist 

missionary conferences in the United States. It is the most comprehensive mission effort of the United Methodist Church, 

providing outreach and services that minister to the whole person (spiritual, physical, social, and economic).  

There are two different styles of shoeboxes–adult and children. Items needed for the adult shoeboxes include: a comb or 

brush, shampoo, hand lotion, deodorant, a toothbrush and toothpaste, chapstick, a full size bar of soap, a washcloth, 

disposable razors, shaving cream, nail care supplies, socks, a pair of work gloves or mittens, and a winter hat or scarf. 

Items needed for children’s shoeboxes include: two or three small toys, two or three items needed for school, a comb or 

brush, shampoo, hand lotion, a child’s toothbrush and toothpaste, chap stick, a bar of soap, a washcloth, a small flashlight, 

socks, a pair of mittens, and a winter hat. Christian bookmarks, wristbands, and other spiritual items are also appreciated. 

The Red Bird Mission would like the items put in clear, plastic shoebox-sized storage containers with locking lids. Please 

do not wrap the boxes. They would like the boxes labeled with the intended recipient-man, woman, boy, or girl. Look for 

Plastic 6 qt. Steralite storage containers at Wal-Mart or Dollar Stores. The filled shoeboxes need to be at the First UMC by 

Wednesday, November 10. Sandy Currie will then deliver them to the Endwell UMC for us. Thank you in advance for 

your participation in this project. —The United Methodist Women of First UMC. 
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