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The Reporter, June 2022 

First United Methodist Church 
66 Chestnut Street 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

 
Worship Themes for June 

Glorious days of June! Don’t we wait for them all year round? Hope you’ll include “in person” worship in your 

Sunday morning plans in June. So happy that many are coming back now “in person” (we understand that some 

of you are tuning in by Zoom or Facebook or YouTube because of medical concerns or distance). But, as much 

as possible, we need to see each other “in person”! Church is a human connection, not a face on a screen.  

We’ll keep our regular schedule through June 12th (8:15 am worship in the Embury Room; 9:30 Sunday 

School for children and Digging Deeper class for adults; 10:30 worship in the sanctuary with choir and organ.) 

Sunday, June 12th (Celebration Sunday) will be the last day this season for Sunday School and the Sunday 

Digging Deeper class, as well as for the Sanctuary Choir. On June 19th, we’ll move to our summer schedule: 

8:15 am worship in the Embury Room and 10:00 am worship in the sanctuary.  

After the later service each Sunday, please come greet your neighbors in the dining room upstairs for 

Fellowship Time with coffee and tea and light refreshments. 

To enjoy either service remotely, please connect with Zoom by computer: https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or call 

on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049.  

You will be admitted from the “waiting room.” Both services are also on Facebook Live in the FUMC Oneonta 

group and also on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrgIF0zhMPRwn8rc4U3Vbaw 

Sunday, June 5th – Pentecost! It’s a celebration of multiculturalism in the early church, as the Holy Spirit 

suddenly and without warning enables the unlettered backcountry Galileans to speak all the languages of the 

ancient world. Please wear red, and read these scriptures in preparation: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:14-17; and John 14:8-17, (25-27). Holy Communion will be celebrated. 

Peace with Justice offering on Pentecost Peace with Justice Sunday is generally celebrated on the second 

Sunday after Pentecost and a special offering is collected. The offering is administered by the General Board of 

Church and Society and benefits peace with justice ministries in the Annual Conferences and around the world. 

United Methodist Annual Conferences retain 50% of monies collected on Peace with Justice Sunday for social 

justice ministries within the local conference. The remaining 50% is remitted to the General Council on Finance 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrgIF0zhMPRwn8rc4U3Vbaw
https://www.umc.org/en/content/peace-with-justice-sunday-ministry-article
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and Administration (GCFA), whose treasurer distributes the net receipts (after promotional expenses) to the 

General Board of Church and Society to be used for Peace with Justice ministries worldwide. 

Peace with Justice is a faithful expression of shalom in the Bible. It calls the church to strengthen its capacity to 

advocate publicly in communities and nations throughout the world. It aims to make shalom visible and active 

in people's lives and communities by setting people free from bondage. We will celebrate Peace with Justice as 

witnesses to God's demand for a faithful, just, disarmed, and secure world.  

Sunday, June 12th – Celebration Sunday! We’ll give thanks for our teachers and worship leaders and for all 

our ministries in both services (8:15 and 10:30). We’ll also lift up our youth who are moving up to middle 

school and high school, as well as our high school graduates, those graduating from college, and retirees. Please 

send names of anyone you would like recognized to the church office (secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org). 

Scriptures for today include: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; and John 16:12-15. 

Sunday, June 19th (summer schedule starts: services at 8:15 and 10 am) World Refugee Day / Father’s Day. 

Each year on June 20, the world celebrates World Refugee Day. This year, the focus will be on the right to seek 

safety. Every person on this planet has a right to seek safety – whoever they are, wherever they come from and 

whenever they are forced to flee. We’ll lift up the work that’s happening here in Otsego County and pray for all 

refugees around the world. Readings include: 1 Kings 19:1-15a; Psalm 42; Galatians 3:23-29; and Luke 8:26-

39. 

Sunday, June 26th (services at 8:15 and 10 am) Third Sunday after Pentecost. “Resolute”. In the Oval Office 

in the White House, there is a desk called “Resolute” which every President of the United States has used since 

Queen Victoria gave it to Rutherford B. Hayes in 1880 (made from the oak timbers of the British ship H.M.S. 

Resolute). Does that resoluteness rub off on the one who signs bills on top of that desk, making them more 

resolute to his or her mission, his or her oath of office? We’ll be challenged to stick more resolutely to our 

mission by the stories of Elijah and Elisha and of Jesus and the disciples in the readings today: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-

14; Psalm 77; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; and Luke 9:51-62. 

 

Pastor’s Page 

¡Bienvenidos! 歡迎 'ahlan bika! Ласкаво просимо! Bienvenue! Maligayang pagdating!  

Velkommen! Murakaza neza! آمدی خوش ! က  ြိုဆ ိုပါတယ် Welcome! 

When Jesus’ disciples gathered in Jerusalem that Pentecost morning (yes, Pentecost was a Jewish holiday – fifty 

days after Passover, the Feast of Weeks), little did they know that the Holy Spirit was about to utilize their 

Galilean vocal cords to tell of the mighty works of God in all the languages of the ancient world! Parthian, 

Medean, Elamite, Aramaic, Hebrew, Cappadocian, Greek, Phrygian, Pamphilian, Egyptian, Numidian, Latin, 

Arabic – the disciples of Jesus suddenly became multilinguists! Why? So that all who were gathered there in 

that very multicultural city, the city of peace, Jerusalem, could hear in their own language about all that God 

was up to. The Church of Jesus Christ was born in a multilingual, multicultural moment. Hallelujah! 

We grieve, we are heartbroken, to witness very misguided people in our own time harboring and spreading and 

violently acting out harmful and false narratives in our increasingly multicultural nation. White supremacists 

sometimes even call themselves by the name of Christ while spewing out hate and indiscriminately firing high-

capacity magazines into crowds of innocent people. We offer up thoughts and prayers in the aftermath of 

horrific incidents – Buffalo, NY, May 2022; Atlanta, GA, March 2021; Charlottesville, VA, August, 2017 – but 

thoughts and prayers fall empty to the bloody pavement without faithful action to follow. What’s a Pentecost 

people to do? 

We will continue to counteract the false narratives of white supremacy by preaching and acting on the 

multilingual, multicultural vision that God’s Holy Spirit breathed into our spiritual ancestors on the first 

Pentecost in Jerusalem. Some of us (Carli Ficano, Margaret Parish, Mark Wolff, and myself) are working with 

many others in our county in a new coalition to prepare to welcome a couple of families of refugees into our 

mailto:secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org
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community’s warm embrace. We’re in the beginning stages in the resettlement process, but the response has 

been overwhelmingly positive so far, both from the community and from those who want to help. 

I remember when I first arrived here in Oneonta in 2018, Dick Breuninger helpfully told me: “This is a 

community with a lot of heart.” And it’s true. We’re small; we’re rural; but our arms are open wide. Here at 

FUMC, we are living out our mission as “a congregation of faith and doubt, to pursue justice, and stand with all 

our neighbors who are marginalized and oppressed, as Jesus did.” (I always add, “as Jesus does”: for Christ is 

risen! Alleluia! He is risen indeed!) 

Stay tuned for more news on the refugee front – 

Peace and blessings, 

Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell, pastor 

 

OTSEGO REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT COALITION 

Who are we? We are a coalition of nonprofit organizations, businesses, educational institutions, faith 

communities and local individuals who came together in 2021 to establish a process to welcome and resettle 

refugees to Otsego County. We are modeling our efforts on the successes of the Center for Refugees in Utica, 

New York and they are helping guide our efforts. 

Why do we want to resettle refugees in Otsego County? Many of us are the descendants of refugees and 

immigrants, and others of us are refugees or immigrants ourselves. We want to extend the welcome and promise 

that was offered to our families.  

Otsego County, like much of upstate New York, has been losing population. Businesses cannot find enough 

people to hire, making it difficult for them to operate at full capacity; schools have fewer students and thus 

receive less state assistance; communities—finding themselves with fewer residents—struggle to balance 

budgets and raise the tax revenue necessary to support public infrastructure. Faced with a similar plight, Utica 

began welcoming refugees and immigrants in 1981. The presence of a strong and vibrant immigrant population 

there has helped to stop the population decline and today Utica continues to thrive and grow. 

We seek to bring in new people, with diverse experiences and fresh ideas. Refugees and immigrants are heavily 

vetted before they arrive. They are less likely to commit crimes and are very likely to work hard, start new 

businesses and value the opportunities of their new country.  

How can you help? Join our coalition. Help new arrivals navigate the community. Click HERE to learn more 

about providing rental housing. Help with transportation. 

Rummage & Book Sale Report 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to ALL who helped with the Rummage and Book Sale in any way!!! We 

brought in $1,902 (minus a few expenses) for the benefit of the UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (formerly 

UMW). The UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH supports programs for women, children, and youth --- locally, 

nationally and internationally. UWF could not accomplish all that we do without the support of those who 

donate, those who help set up and sell, those who clean up, and those who advertise. Once again THANK 

YOU!!! 

United Women in Faith Book Group  

The United Women in Faith book group is now discussing Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson. The Pulitzer Prize-

winning journalist examines aspects of caste systems across civilizations and reveals a rigid hierarchy in 

America today. It is a truly eye-opening book. We are also planning a spring luncheon to celebrate some 

birthdays. The group meets on the 2nd second Thursday of the month at church and the 4th Thursday of the 

month over zoom at 10 AM. Please join us for fellowship and lively discussion.  

Contact Sharry Strait-Carey at 607-434-5234.  

  

https://forms.gle/GTqzZrCFxChBAoCy7
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Pridefest 

 

 
 

 

3rd Annual Oneonta Juneteenth Festival! 

Sunday June 19 from 1:00 - 6:00 pm 

Neahwa Park (field #5) 

The celebrations will start with a 90-minute yoga session at 10:00 am with a family-friendly festival to follow 

from 1:00 pm until 6:00 pm. With this year’s focus on Health and Wellness, event goers can expect a day full of 

Black culture, food, music, performances, and art. Browse our local organizations to stay informed of all the 

wonderful services our area has to offer while you and your family eat food from our local Black owned 

businesses. Enjoy face painting, bounce houses, and our gallery displays from Nyala Blue and returning artist 

Bertram Knight. Hear from educators on the significance of Juneteenth as well as from Black poets, with 

performances from local talents, fraternities, and steppers. The event will be FREE for all and attendees will 

receive our free third annual Juneteenth tee shirt, while supplies last. (Co-sponsored by the FUMC Patrick 

Ministries Committee). 

Staff Parish Relations 

As reported before, we have hired Kieran Andrews as our new Church Secretary. He is learning "the ropes" 

now from Leslie and will be starting permanently in early June. See below his introduction to us. 

Margaret Parish 

Chair SPR 

New Church Secretary 

Kieran Andrews (he/they) grew up in the United Methodist Church and is now a member at 

First Presbyterian Church in Cooperstown. His professional background is as an academic 

librarian and legal/administrative assistant, and he is currently the bookkeeper at his church. In 

2021, Kieran earned a graduate certificate from Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School’s 3-

year program in Christian Leadership 

 

Just so you know, Kieran is deaf. He reads lips well, but also uses a speech-to-text app to help him understand 

what people are saying (one cannot read lips through a mask!). He will be using the phone, but things may work 

differently than you are used to. For example, if you receive a call from Kieran, it may come from a different 

phone number. The caller ID will say First United Methodist Church. The most efficient way to reach Kieran is 

via email (secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org). 

Kieran looks forward to working with everyone at First UMC! 

Sparky’s Pantry 

Calling all dog and cat lovers! United Women in Faith (a/k/a UMW) is sponsoring a collection of dog and cat 

food for the pantry at Susquehanna SPCA in Cooperstown. They have a beautiful new shelter and our Music 

Ministries Director John Jurgensen, a dedicated volunteer there, has offered to transport the food as it arrives. 

Pridefest is on Saturday June 4th. This year, as in the past, we would like 

be a presence to witness our commitment to our LGBTQIA friends. There 

will be several activities, booths, and vendors in the park from 2:00 p.m. – 

8:00 p.m. FUMC will have a table and we need volunteers to help attend 

the table. Another way to show our presence is to FILL the van with 

congregation members for the parade. Please contact the church office 

432-4121 or contact Margaret Parish or Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell if you 

are willing to participate in any way. You can also sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aca823a2ff2-pridefest 

 

 

mailto:secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aca823a2ff2-pridefest
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The SPCA food pantry, “Sparky’s Pantry” provides pet food free of charge to pet owners who need it. Over the 

summer, look for the large blue bins labeled “Sparky’s Pantry” on either side of the front of the church. They 

will be there June, July, and August. Please drop off canned and dry pet food as you are so moved over the 

course of the summer. In September, our church “jingle” will also be for Sparky’s Pantry, so save up your 

change for the pups and purrers! All local shelters also need clean bedding, paper products, and cleaning 

supplies…for more information on how you might help our local shelters, contact John Jurgensen or Allison Jay 

Bookhout at the church. 

GREEN TEAM NEWS 

Be Green. Be Just. Last February and March, two members of the Green Team representing UMW attended a 

five-session webinar sponsored by UMC Climate Justice whose aim is to promote climate awareness and to get 

our churches involved. The webinar was titled “Loving People and Planet in the Name of God.” The two 

members soon learned that FUMC is far ahead of other Methodist churches across the country in regard to 

going Green. In fact, the FUMC members were asked to provide a list of the things that our congregation is 

doing to benefit our environment. However, they also discovered that there was one thing that our church has 

not done. FUMC does not have a Pollinator’s Garden. Upon presenting this information to the rest of the Green 

Team, as well as to other members of UMW, the team decided to pursue making a Pollinator’s Garden at our 

church. Thankfully, they received a generous grant from the Heritage Fund to aid in their efforts to pursue this 

project. Also, the team has already received some gifts in memory of and in honor of members in the FUMC 

community. These gifts are received with great appreciation. 

The Green Team will be planting a potpourri of flowering plants in various areas around the church. Some of 

the plants the team will be using to beautify the neighborhood and church grounds are butterfly bushes, 

coneflowers, bee balm, black-eyed Susans, milk weed, lavender, and asters. However, donations of plants to 

contribute to this endeavor are also welcome. Please contact Gail Niles at gailhn21@gmail.com with any 

donations. 

Watch this space for a call for volunteers. It would be wonderful to make this Pollinator’s Garden a church 

community project. 

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement recently sent out a federal climate policy working group 

update. The update states in an April 4 report from the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that 

all nations “must act with urgency to avoid irreversible harm to our climate” and that the United States, along 

with other large carbon emitters, “must take big steps in the next few years to sharply reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions.”  

Reconciliation Bill with Climate Provisions: The United States Congress continues to debate whether and 

how to move forward on a budget reconciliation package. Passed in the House as the “Build Back Better” plan, 

the package of priorities – including provisions addressing the climate crisis – has been stalled in the Senate. 

Recently, key Senate leaders indicated a renewed push for a modified version of this legislation, and 

environmental groups were pushing for passage of a bill before Memorial Day. Now is the time – even if you 

have contacted your Senators before – to raise your voice and demand Congressional action. This is the best 

chance for significant Congressional action this year to adopt policies that will reduce our emissions in a just 

way. As United Methodists, we support efforts of all governments to require mandatory reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions (Book of Discipline, paragraph 160. D) and must use our moral voice to demand 

climate action now.  

  

mailto:gailhn21@gmail.com


6 | P a g e   A p r i l  2 0 2 2  I s s u e  F U M C  O n e o n t a  R e p o r t e r  

Digging Deeper Class 

The Digging Deeper Class will have 2 new series before we disband for the summer until September. Tuesday 

June 7 and 14 we will listen and discuss Tex Mix: Stories of Earthly Mysticism. A few of Rev. Tex Sample’s 

stories include: Roy Rogers and Jesus, No Flies on Jesus and Everlasting Arms AND legs. Then for 4 weeks we 

will view and discuss a series by Brian MacLaren entitled Seeking Aliveness: Spiritual formation, reorientation 

and activation. This will be presented on June 21 & 28 and July 5 & 12. Then break for summer. We meet in the 

Coke room on Tuesdays @ 2pm. All are welcome. 

June Dates to Remember 
 

June 4:  Pride Fest at Neahwa Park (3 pm-8 pm) 

June 5:  Pentecost 

June 12: Celebration Sunday 

June 19: Juneteenth. Summer schedule begins (services at 8:15 am and 10:00 am) 

June 20: July Reporter Deadline 

 

First United Methodist Church Oneonta 

Church Address .......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone.........................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email .......................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor, Marti Swards-Horrell ..................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s cell phone ..................................................................................................................(315) 569-9156 

Director of Music Ministries, John Jurgensen ................................................................... johnjmouse@gmail.com 

Accounting Supervisor, Carol Halter ....................................................................... finance@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Communications Coordinator, Amy Burnsworth ...................................... communications@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Sexton, Randall Wilson ........................................................................................... wilson_randall_@hotmail.com 

Secretary, Kieran Andrews .................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 


