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First UMC The Reporter January-February 2022 
 

Message from our Pastor “Growing in Small Groups” 

Many FUMC members will recall that this past summer, some of us enjoyed a Consensus-Building Workshop 

led by Rev. Mark Marino of Binghamton. Mark helped the gathered participants identify nine concerns / dreams 

we’d like to work on in the coming months, and each of these was assigned to a Study and Action Group 

(SAG). For the month of January, we will be highlighting in worship the insights gained by SAG #4, “Create 

more covenant and discipleship small groups.” Thank you, Lori DePauw and Lorrie Wolverton, for your 

leadership in the SAG and in the worship emphasis that is growing out of your fruitful work together. 

Stories of small groups of people of faith learning and growing together abound both in the Bible and in our 

Methodist heritage. Our pioneer past in this country gives us a foundation in rugged individualism, and some 

may experience their faith as a solitary affair between them and the Almighty. It’s not easy for some of us who 

are introverts to share our experiences in faith and life in the context of a group. Yet when group norms guard 

confidentiality, sacred space may be created that enables risk-taking. Our Biblical and Wesleyan traditions tell 

us that covenanted small groups offer most fertile soil for faith to take root and grow. 

One of my favorite hours of the week is our Sanctuary Choir rehearsal on Wednesday nights, one of several 

small groups that nurtures my faith during the week. But sharing at a deep level may or may not happen in the 

context of a musical rehearsal. Two of our longtime choir members, Mary Hall and Nancy Bondurant-Couch, 

grew up in the same part of the state of Virginia. For the first time ever, last month, they shared a 12-hour drive 

to visit their respective families (they both gave me permission to tell this story). So even though they had sat 

across the room together in choir rehearsals and on Sunday morning for many years, they discovered during the 

drive that they really didn’t know each other on a deep personal level. As they shared stories, and laughed and 

cried, they bonded in a deep way, thanks be to God! That drive didn’t just serve the purpose of getting both 

Mary and Nancy to Virginia safely, but put a relationship that had begun in choir on an entirely new and deep 

footing. Thanks be to God!  

Looking forward – 

Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell, Pastor 

 

Worship Themes for January & February 
 

All are invited to worship God in prayer and song, both in person and online 

at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m., leaving room in between services 

for education for children (see “How to Worship” below) 
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Epiphany! The word means “shining out” in Greek. It’s time to take the good news that we celebrated on 

Christmas, the good news of God’s love for all, out to all the world. This season, we will especially highlight 

the importance of the ministry of small groups. We began with the very first service of the new year. Message 

was brought by Lori DePauw, convener of one of our Study and Action Groups, focusing on small group 

ministries. 

Worship will continue to be offered both in-person and via live streaming (see below, “How to Worship”). 

Sunday, January 2
nd

: Robert Frost’s poem, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” formed the center of the 

message by Lori DePauw. The scriptures were: Genesis 1:1-2:4 and John 1:1-14.  

Sunday, January 9
th

: Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord. When the Magi arrived in Bethlehem (likely not until 

the baby Jesus was a toddler) is not as important as what they did there. Three mysterious strangers, 

representing the wisdom and wealth of the East, bowed down before the Christ and offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. The scriptures were Matthew 2:1-12 and Isaiah 60:1-6. We celebrated Epiphany 

communion. 

Sunday, January 16
th

: Baptism of the Lord/ Human Relations Day. When Jesus is baptized, he steps into the 

stream of human experience, with all of its joys and sorrows. This is a day to claim our own baptisms and our 

callings to walk in the ways of God as shown to us by Jesus Christ. Please read: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 

8:14-17; and Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. A special offering will be taken to support ethnic minority scholarships: our 

first Special Sunday offering of the new year. 

Sunday, January 23
rd

: Jesus emerges from his trials and temptations in the wilderness to worship in his 

hometown synagogue. We’ll hear the inaugural sermon of his ministry, and reinvigorate ours. Scriptures 

include: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; and Luke 4:14-21. 

Sunday, January 30
th

: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. birthday celebration. Epiphany continues with more 

stories of callings to ministry. Jeremiah the prophet was called when a young boy. He is reassured by the divine 

presence that he’s got the right stuff, and that God will continue to lead and guide him as he grows. Please read: 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; and Luke 4:21-30. 

Sunday, February 6
th

: Don’t you get cabin fever about this time every winter? How about dreaming about some 

summer activities: boating, fishing, coming up with an unexpectedly large catch? Epiphany communion will be 

celebrated. Please read: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; and Luke 5:1-11. 

Sunday, February 13
th

: Lots of people are familiar with Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” in the Gospel of 

Matthew (Mahatma Gandhi drew inspiration from it for his campaign of non-violent resistance.). But Jesus’ 

“Sermon on the Plain” in Luke is not as well known. Is it because it’s even more radical? Please read: Jeremiah 

17:5-10; Psalm 1; I Corinthians 15:12-20; and Luke 6:17-26. 

Sunday, February 20
th

: Jesus’ admonitions on forgiveness in his Sermon on the Plain are anticipated in Joseph’s 

loving care for his brothers who did him wrong. Forgiveness can be tough and it isn’t always appropriate, but 

when it’s right, it can bring liberation and new life. Please read Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 

Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; and Luke 6:27-38. 

Sunday, February 27
th

: Feast of the Transfiguration. Today’s Gospel brings the season of Epiphany to a fiery 

close with the mysterious story of Jesus being transformed (“transfigured”) on the mountain: a little glimpse of 

Easter just before we descend down into Lent. Please read: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; 

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43). 

Ash Wednesday, March 2
nd

: Brief, quiet, and contemplative services for the imposition of Ashes will be offered 

in our sanctuary at 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., as we begin the holy season of Lent. Scriptures include: Joel 2:1-2, 12-

17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. 
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How to Worship 

1. All are invited to join in worship in person in the sanctuary, at 8:15 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. No 

reservations are required. Please wear a mask. All the doors will be open. There is child care, no coffee 

hour, but yes: live music and reading and sharing peace with your neighbors and proclaiming the Good 

News of Jesus Christ! If you feel the need to sing during worship, please make sure that you are seated 

at least twelve (12) feet from any other worshippers. Keisha Genzardi, our child care worker, is fully 

vaccinated and ready to care for children during both services. 

2. Both the 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. services will continue to be live streamed. Look for the 8:15 a.m. service 

on Facebook Live and/or on Zoom, using the worship link (see #3 below.) The 10:30 am service is live 

streamed on Zoom only; a virtual “coffee hour” follows the service, so feel free to stay on to greet your 

fellow zoom worshippers and Pastor Marti! 

3. At 8:15 and/or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, please connect with Zoom by computer: 

https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049. You 

will be admitted from the “waiting room.”  

4. In order to provide as safe a space as possible for all worshippers, FUMC will continue to follow the 

masking and social distancing practices that have been in place until the New York State Department of 

Health reviews the new CDC guidelines and delivers recommendations to the State’s residents. Thank 

you for your patience as worship practices evolve with the pandemic. 
 

Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration 

Our community will be coming together to celebrate the calling and gifts of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 

on Sunday, January 30
th

 at 3 pm at Foothills Performing Arts Center, 24 Market Street, Oneonta. This year, 

the celebration will focus on voting rights, as suggested by the King family. The program will be pre-recorded 

and presented for an in-person audience. It will also be live streamed. Let’s come together to rededicate 

ourselves to the cause of the justice and freedom of which Dr. King dreamed. 

Adult Education 

Starting Tuesday January 25
th

, Digging Deeper will start a new six-part series: The Difficult Words of Jesus by 

Amy-Jill Levine. She discusses Jesus’ challenging teachings that many have found troubling. How do we 

understand them in the context of the Gospel of Love and reconciliation? The first one we will discuss is Sell 

What You Own. Others include Hate Father and Mother, Slave of All, Nowhere Among the Gentiles, Outer 

Darkness, and Your Father the Devil. We meet on the Coke Room 2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays. Please join us. The 

Sunday morning classes are on hold for now. 

Bible Studies and Small Groups 

The United Methodist Women’s book group is meeting on Zoom on January the 13
th

 and 27
th

. We are now 

reading One Glorious Ambition: The Compassionate Crusade of Dorothea Dix by Jane Kirkpatrick. Dorothea 

Dix was an amazing woman who brought about incredible change in our caring for the mentally ill in the 1800s. 

Please join us for fellowship and lively discussion. Call Sharry Strait-Carey at 434-5234. 

Lectio Divina is on Thursdays, 12:00 noon. This is a time of praying through the words of the weekly Scripture 

readings that will be the foundation for worship the next Sunday. If you are interested, call Margaret Parish at 

435-4001. 

Invitation to the Congregation 

Rev. Mark Marino worked with our congregation in early 2021 to help us identify some key concerns for our 

church that would support membership growth and revitalize our church community. As a result of his two 

workshops, it was suggested that our congregation create specific action groups to explore solutions to these 

issues. Our action group is committed to developing a plan for SMALL GROUPS in our church: those we 

already have and others that may appeal to the diverse interests of our congregation. Small groups are part of 

our Methodist tradition that supports spiritual growth, serves mission, and builds strong relationships. We are 
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blessed with gifts and talents that can be shared with each other, through similar interests, mission passions, 

community involvement, Bible study, book discussion, United Methodist Women activities, and many other 

opportunities. 

We are inviting you as members of our congregation to help us define your interests and desires for small 

groups that could exist in our church. We have created a survey to give you an opportunity to share your 

interests in small group development. Please take the time to complete the survey below or access it at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M9XYVPQ  

Small Group Survey 
 

The Study and Action Group is committed to develop a plan for SMALL GROUPS in our Church, aimed at deepening 

and improving our faith, gaining knowledge, supporting each other and having fun. We ask that you complete this survey 

and return it to ____________________________ by ________________, 2022. 
 

Are you involved in some of the Church’s small groups? If not, why? (No interest, at times you cannot attend, etc.) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you aware of all the active small groups meeting within our congregation?  Yes____    No____ 

Do you have an interest in a specific subject?  Yes____    No ____  If yes, what? __________________________ 
 

Is there a small group that you might find fulfilling such as crafting, chess, or the study of the history of Methodism or 

other topic?  Yes____    No ____  If yes, what would that be?_________________________________________ 
 

If a small group forms that you are interested in, what days and times are best f or you to participate? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Would you like to meet in person or on ZOOM? ________________?   
 

What are your obstacles to joining a group?  Please explain.  Time constraints?__________________   

Childcare? ____________   Other?__________________________________ 
 

If you would like more information about an existing group or would like to create a new group, please provide your 

name and contact information so that you may be contacted for further discussion. 
 

Name__________________________________________________________ 

Phone – Home_______________ Cell _________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
 

The following is a list of small groups which currently exist at First United Methodist Church: 
 

The Green Team – Keeping FUMC abreast of environmental concerns 

The Cream Team – UMW members who are concerned about chemicals in personal products.  This group makes and 

sells all natural personal care products. 

Meal Ministry – providing meals for those in need such as those experiencing illness or surgery 

Issues Class now known as Digging Deeper Bible Study – theological discussions of Bible readings 

Monday Book Group – Books selected by the group for discussion 

UMW Book Group – meets the second and fourth Thursday of the month to discuss books from UMW reading list as 

well as others chosen by the group. 

Lectio – reading and discussing Bible passages which will be part of the upcoming Sunday service 

Christian Ed for Pre-K to 6
th

 Grade – Sunday mornings at         a.m. 

Buckingham Bell Choir 

Sanctuary Choir 

Paradise Bell Ringers 
Grey Matters – Discussion and possible action to be taken concerning current environmental or social action concerns/ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Jamaica Mission Team 

Thrift Shop Team 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M9XYVPQ
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Stewardship Update ................................................................................... Peter Paluch, 2021 Chair of Council 

This is just a brief note to announce that our annual stewardship campaign, “Stand Faithfully,” has surpassed 

our Stewardship goal for 2022. Your generous support amounted to $191,579. Given these uncertainty times, 

this is something that we can be proud of. We are so grateful for everyone’s response. From these pledges we 

will be able to focus our efforts on continuing to provide a place for personal spiritual growth, to support an 

inclusive community, and to enhance our missions. We look forward to a great year to come. Again, you have 

our sincerest gratitude for your generous pledges. 
 

FUMC Communications ........................................................................................................... Amy Burnsworth 

Sign up to join us on a Sunday in the tech booth. We are looking for some volunteers who are willing to help in 

the tech booth on Sundays. Please contact Amy communications@firstumc-oneonta.org or Randy 

wilson_randall_@hotmail.com to sign up. 

 
~ Caring and Sharing ~ from December 

Please remember that if you or a member of your family is hospitalized, it is necessary for you to contact the 

church if you wish a visit or listing on our prayer lists as that information is not readily (or legally) shared by 

health care institutions. 

Bill Pharr, Focus Rehab, 1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica, NY 13501 

Kathryn Roffe, Fox Nursing Home, Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Leon Wiggin, Chestnut Park Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 330 Chestnut, Oneonta, NY 13820 

We have received thank you letters from UMCOR, Habitat for Humanity, and The Warming Station for our 

recent donations. 

Sympathies 

Our heartfelt sympathy to the family of Phil and Honey Young, on the loss of Phil’s aunt, Helen Cowherd, who 

died in Tulsa at age 93. Please also keep Phil’s cousins, Kim and Kent in prayer who also lost their oldest 

brother Sam this year as well as Uncle Murrel last year. 

Our heartfeld sympathy to Aaron, Jenn, Tyler & Dylan Sorenson on the death of Aaron’s mother, Helen. 

 

Message from the Green Team 

United Methodist Justice Creation Tips from January publication: 

Plastic: It’s everywhere! It’s everywhere! Plastic pollution threatens so much of our lives and especially our 

oceans. It’s time to advocate for systemic change. Check out the bill that is before Congress now: Break Free 

From Plastic Pollution Act. Write to your Senators and Representatives. For more incentive, visit 

breakfreefromplastic.org. 

Reuse Christmas and other greeting cards on gifts to be mailed instead of tying bows that will be crushed. Cut 

out the designs you like and reuse them for gift tags or add them to sturdy backing for new ornaments or 

collages. Be creative with the creativity of others. 

The Green Team would like to remind you one more time, as you put away Christmas decorations, that UMW 

foots the bill to mail the Christmas cards to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children, where teens from troubled homes can 

learn business skills. Please follow these tips before depositing your cards in the box outside the Choir Room: 

mailto:communications@firstumc-oneonta.org
mailto:wilson_randall_@hotmail.com
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1. Only the card front can be used (the backside of the front should have no writing, etc.) 

2. We cannot accept Hallmark, Disney, or American Greeting cards due to copyright laws 

3. 5” x 7” size or smaller is preferred 

Don’t know what to do with those broken lights? The solution is easy. Lowe’s has a recycling station near the 

store entrance where you can drop off broken lights, including Christmas and other holiday lights, any time of 

year! 
 

First United Methodist Church – Oneonta, New York 

Church Address .......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone.........................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email ......................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta. org 

Pastor Marti’s email ................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s cell phone ..................................................................................................................(315) 569-9156 

Church web page.................................................................................................... http//www.firstumc-oneonta.org 

Ordained Minister .......................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders ................................................................................................................ Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Director of Music Ministries ............................................................................................................. John Jurgensen 

Accounting Supervisor........................................................................................................................... Carol Halter 

Communications Coordinator ........................................................................................................ Amy Burnsworth 

Sexton ...............................................................................................................................................Randall Wilson 

Secretary ............................................................................................................................................... Leslie Bauer 

Volunteer Caretaker ................................................................................................................ Christopher Brashear 

Child Care ....................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

Tech Intern ............................................................................................................................................... Willa Ness 
 

 

A Note from Opportunities for Otsego 

Hello, 

The 2022 Point in Time Count (PIT) will take place on Thursday, January 27
th

. The PIT is a count of homeless 

persons on a single night in January. A group of local service providers conducts an annual count of homeless 

persons who are sheltered (residing in an emergency shelter, transitional housing or Safe Haven the night of the 

count) and those who are unsheltered (living on the street or in a place not meant for human habitation). 

Conducting a PIT is mandated for local service providers to receive from the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, which brings resources into our community to house persons who were 

previously homeless. Congress utilizes this data to inform federal funding amounts dedicated to addressing 

homelessness. Moreover, this information helps our community to plan locally based on needs/trends. 

Opportunities for Otsego’s Emergency Housing Assistance Program will be taking the lead in organizing 

volunteers within our agency to conduct surveys and collect data. We would like to ask for your help in this 

year’s count to help shed some light and focus on the need for critical services in our community for this 

population. 

If you would like to support the unsheltered count, including acting as a volunteer to conduct surveys, collating 

data, or advertising the PIT Count, please contact Will Rivera at wrivera@ofoinc,org or 607.433.8036. If you 

are interested in volunteering there will be training provided within the next few weeks to help assist you. 

Thank you 

Will Rivera, Crisis Intervention Director, Opportunities for Otsego 
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The deadline for the March Reporter is February 21st! 
 

Helping Hands Thrift Store Hours: 

Thursdays: 4-8   Fridays: 9-5   Saturdays: 10-2   Call Angela Eardley if you have items to donate: 607-434-2435 

 

 
a poem from Bhala Jones 

OLD WINDOWS 
 

If human eyes are windows  to the soul 
are your old windows soul eyes looking out 

to see a memory 
above the indoor cracks and wrinkles,  

and the curls of peeling paint 
ignoring the feel of sagging building age and the sense  

that the room must still smell vaguely 
of the nose-burning dry heat 

from winter’s wrought-iron radiators. 
 

Your windows glow with an impressionist life 
of watery unconnected leaves on rippling trees. 

There is nothing solid here. 
No sense of place. 

Unconstrained by reality 
 we might be on a boat drifting down a secret stream  

where trees are upside down 
or by some quiet magic floating on air above the scene 

 with no boat at all. 
Nothing real is here except an impossible beauty. 

Caused by ripples in old glass 
or from seeing it through unshed tears? 

 
JBJ 2021 Oct. 

 
Annual Fruit Sale 

The annual Fruit Sale is a big fundraiser at FUMC. The order form is included in this Reporter. Thank you to 

everyone in advance who is purchasing fruit, getting orders from your friends and neighbors, helping make 

phone calls, or assisting with distribution/delivery of the fruit. You will see an increase in the cost this year 

mainly due to increased shipping and fruit costs to the supplier. The deadline to order is January 31
st
. The fruit 

will be delivered to the church on February 16
th

 for pick up on February 17
th

 and 18
th

 in the afternoons. Please 

remember to wear your mask and maintain social distancing when you come. 
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2022 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Citrus Fruit Sale 

First United Methodist Church, Oneonta 

Proceeds to Further the Missions of the Church 
Fruit Sale Time! Once again we have the opportunity to enjoy healthy and delicious fruit 

and to help our youth programs.  
 

Oranges    - fresh shipped to us  - California Navel (72 per case) 

Grapefruit - fresh shipped to us  - Pink Seedless (48 per case) 
 
May be purchased in full case or 1/2 case units. Mixed cases or 1/2 cases of oranges and grapefruit are available. We are 

offering again the “Oneonta Express Pack” - 18 oranges for $12.50! 

 

To order: Complete, cut off and mail in the order form below, or bring it to the church office (66 Chestnut St., 

Oneonta 13820). Phone orders accepted at (607) 432-4102. 

 

Payment may be made when you order or when you receive your fruit. Checks should be made payable to: First United 

Methodist Church with "Fruit Sale" in memo.  
 

*****   Orders must be placed by Monday, January 31
st
   *****  

 
You may pick up your fruit at the Church on Thursday, February 17, 2 - 6 p.m. or on Friday, February 18 from 12 - 5 

p.m. The fruit will be ready for you in Fellowship Hall. Help will be available for loading. If you need home delivery of 

your fruit, (Oneonta area, only) please check the appropriate line on the order form. 
 
Save this portion of the sheet - please jot down what you ordered for your own information. Tell your friends and 

neighbors about this sale - anyone can order. THANK YOU! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Year 2022 Fruit Sale Order Form 
 

Quantity       Cost 
 
Oneonta Xpress Pack (18 oranges) @ $12.50                   

 

Case and ½ case orders: Under quantity indicate case or ½ case 

 

California Navel Oranges Case @ $44.00; ½ case @ $23.50       

 

Florida Pink Grapefruit  Case @ $40.00; ½ case @ $21.50       

 

Mixed Oranges & Grapefruit Case @ $42.00; ½ case @ $22.00       

 

If, instead of ordering fruit or in addition, you would like to contribute 

$1.00 (or more) to support our youth program, please indicate here           

 

TOTAL:  $  

 

Name:          Phone:______________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:______________________________________________________________ 

(Information used for fruit sale only. Not shared ANYWHERE!) 
 

  Please check here if you need home delivery of your fruit (Oneonta area only). 


