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First UMC The Reporter January-February 2021 
 

Oneonta Area Chapter, N.A.A.C.P. 

Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 

Will be virtual this year: on YouTube, 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 17
th

 

Please watch and share the link! 
go to: www.oneontanaacp.com or Facebook.com/OneontaAreaNAACP 

 

Message from our Pastor  “A Place of Peace and Prayer” 
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! 

 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 

19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

II Corinthians 5:17-19, NRSV 
 

There was a brief blurb at the close of the BBC 

World News on Monday morning, January 11
th

, 

telling the story of the reopening of a holy site in 

Bethany on the Jordan River in Palestine. A multi-

year project has come to an end, a collaborative 

effort by the Israeli government, the Palestinian 

Authority, and the Prince of Jordan to clear the area 

of land mines that had been buried in the Six Day 

War in 1967 near the Jordan, where tradition says 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. In 

celebration of the completion of this painstaking 

task, a procession wound down to the river where 

the local priest celebrated mass and worshippers 

commemorated not only Jesus‘ baptism but their 
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own. Father Francesco Patton spoke of his feelings 

of joy and hope, surveying the scene which for 

more than fifty years had been a place of war but 

was now a place of peace and prayer, accessible for 

the future not only to tourists but to the local 

faithful (BBC World News, npr.org, 1/11/21). 

We look to rare but beautiful witnesses of the 

binding of wounds in these days here in the United 

States following not only a fraught election season 

but the siege of the U.S. Capital by an angry mob. 

As a new presidential administration comes into 

power, many of us may have friends, neighbors, and 

family who count themselves among the almost half 

of the electorate who believe that the election was 

not free or fair. We are a Reconciling congregation: 

how are we called to join Christ‘s ministry of 

reconciliation? 

Disarming land mines is a painstaking process 

which requires much special training and expertise, 

where wars once raged. Yet, as a metaphor for 

human relationships, it may be instructive as we 

take up the challenge to move forward with our 

family, friends and neighbors, knowing there will 

be topics which require deep listening and 

compassionate sensitivity? Can we nurture a vision 

that this nation – even our own county – may, over 

time, and with painstaking, persistent effort, 

become again a place of peace and prayer? 

This is my hope for the new year. ―Epiphany‖ 

means ―the hidden becoming manifest.‖ May 

hidden grievances be healed as we listen and care. 

In the name of Christ, the Prince of Peace  

Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell, Pastor 

 

Worship Themes for the Season of Epiphany into Lent 

―Epiphany‖ comes from the Greek word epiphaneo, 

which means ―to make manifest.‖ It‘s a time when 

we celebrate the Gospel‘s spread through all the 

world, starting with the star that guided the Magi to 

the Christ child, and continuing into Jesus‘ ministry 

to people of all nations and stations in life. 

Our services continue online for the foreseeable 

future: at 8:15 a.m. live on Facebook (or accessible 

there anytime thereafter) and 10:00 a.m. live on 

Zoom. See below for “How to Worship.” Welcome! 

 

January 17
th 

—Human Relations Sunday. On this 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, we hear 

the stirring story of the call of Samuel the prophet. 

Please read: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; and Psalm 139:1-6, 

13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; and John 1:43-5.  

Please support the special offering for Human 

Relations Sunday which goes to organizations and 

congregations who fight social and economic 

injustices, by sending your contribution to the 

church by mail, or using our PayPal portal on our 

website, www.firstumc-oneonta.org. 

January 24
th

—Our scriptures lead us to think about 

what God has done for us, and what we are called to 

do for God and God‘s people. Please read Jonah 

3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; 

and Mark 1:14-20.  

January 31
st
—It seems counterintuitive to speak of 

the authority of Jesus, as he presents himself as one 

―despised and rejected....‖ And yet, the crowds 

exclaim to each other in this Gospel reading: ―He 

teaches ‗as one with authority‘....‖ Please read: 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 

8:1-13; and Mark 1:21-28. 

February 7
th

—A Sunday to recognize and thank 

those who care for others! Jesus makes a pastoral 

call to the home of his lead disciple Peter, whose 

mother-in-law was ill; he heals her, and she 

immediately gets up and starts to serve! Do you 

know anyone like that? Epiphany communion will 

be served: folks at home, please have ready a piece 

of bread and something to drink in a cup. Scriptures 

include: Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 

Corinthians 9:16-23; and Mark 1:29-39. 

February 14
th

—Feast of the Transfiguration of Our 

Lord. Here in the heart of a dark and snowy winter, 

we are gifted with a little glimpse of Easter as Jesus 

climbs the mountain with Peter, James, and John. 

Happy Valentine‘s Day! Please read: 2 Kings 2:1-

12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; and Mark 

9:2-9. 

http://www.firstumc-oneonta.org/
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Ash Wednesday—February 17
th

, 7:00 p.m. We will 

meet via Zoom to begin our new Lenten Series by 

Marcia McFee, Ph.D., ―Holy Vessels:  A Season of 

Recovery.‖ Please use the same link as we use for 

the 10 am service on Sundays. This will be a brief 

service of meditation and centering prayer to lead us 

into a holy Lent.* 

Sunday, February 21
st
—Lent 1 Physical Health. 

―Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of 

embodied love. We have been through a harrowing 

time since last Lent that has shattered our sense of 

wholeness–body, mind, and spirit–like a glass 

vessel fractured into pieces. Let us enter a Lenten 

―season of recovery‖ as we focus on Jesus, the 

Healer of our every ill.‖ Scripture for today will be 

Matthew 8: 1-4; 16-17.* 

Sunday, February 28th—Lent 2 Safe Keeping 

(Community/Economic Health) ―God gathers us as 

a Beachcomber gathers and marvels at every 

precious surviving piece of beach glass she finds. 

We are never alone, we are never lost to the One 

who seeks humanity‘s wholeness. We affirm our 

commitment to be the Body of Christ that knows we 

cannot be personally healed until we see the 

interconnected community as part of the process of 

healing. Jesus has the power to re-vision the family 

of God in which false boundaries are overcome. In a 

year of devastating loss of livelihood, we consider 

the economic health that reimagines status quo.‖ 

Please read: Matthew 8:5-13.* 

* above service descriptions © Marcia McFee, 

Ph.D. worshipdesignstudio.com 

 

How to Worship 

We are NOT worshipping in-person at this time. 

We continue to broadcast our services on Facebook 

Live and over Zoom. The 8:15 a.m. service on 

Sundays is by Facebook Live. You can find the 

bulletin in the ―Files‖ section of our Facebook page. 

You need to be a member of FUMC‘s Facebook 

Group in order to participate in the service. Just 

open Facebook, and search: First UMC Oneonta. 

Once you see our page, ask to ―join‖ and one of our 

administrators will admit you. 

We continue to offer the 10:00 a.m. service over 

Zoom, a live streaming platform that may be 

accessed either through a computer, or by phone 

(see below). To access the 10:00 a.m. service via 

computer, highlight, copy, and paste (or type) the 

following link into your browser: 

https://zoom.us/j/195736049?pwd=Y2ZuL1pJSisw

MnA2V2pRS1Y5T2NwZz09 

To listen to the 10:00 a.m. service on your phone 

(any kind of phone — land line, flip phone, or smart 

phone) — call 1-646-558-8656 at 10:00 a.m. or a 

few minutes before. You will be asked for a 

Meeting ID; key in 195 736 049 into the keypad of 

your phone. Then you may announce yourself if 

you want to. When it seems like everyone who 

wants to has joined, Pastor Marti will welcome all 

and you will hear the prelude beginning. To mute 

yourself, press *6. 

After the 10:00 a.m. service, we join in a Virtual 

Coffee Hour, to which all are invited, no matter 

which service you‘ve worshipped in. Just connect to 

Zoom at around 11:00 a.m. using the above 

methods. 

If you have problems connecting, feel free to call 

Gail Niles and she will try to talk you through 

connecting. Her phone number is: 607-287-0232. 

A bulletin for each service will be emailed with our 

Weekly Update list each week so that you can 

download it and follow along; or you can also find 

it in the Files on the left-hand column of our 

Facebook group page or on the church website. 

Please call the church office at 607-432-4102 and 

leave a message if you want the bulletin to be 

mailed to you.  
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Confirmation: “Making Disciples” 

Epiphany is a season of mission, of calling and 

sending. God calls and sends new leaders into the 

world, to shout from the rooftops the good news of 

Jesus Christ. In response, our new Confirmation 

Team (Rachel Rissberger, Jennifer Withington, and 

Pastor Marti) are inviting our seventh and eighth 

graders to join in a time of learning and discovery 

over Zoom on Thursday nights at 7:00. Mentors are 

also welcome to join as they are able. If you know 

of any teens who have not yet been confirmed who 

may want to join this class, please contact Rev. 

Marti as soon as possible (email: pastor@firstumc-

oneonta.org; voice or text, 315-569-9156.) We will 

be using the Cokesbury curriculum ―Making 

Disciples,‖ written by UM Bishop Will Willimon. 

Those teens who are ready will be confirmed on 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23
rd

.  

In the fall, we will start a new two-year cycle with a 

new confirmation curriculum, for seventh and 

eighth graders. Stay tuned! 

 

Bible Studies and Small Groups 

Imagine No Racism: Pastor Marti and Margaret 

Parish are going to co-facilitate the next ―Imagine 

No Racism‖ classes over Zoom. One class will be 

on Sundays starting January 24
th

 from 1 - 2:30 p.m. 

and one on Wednesdays starting January 27
th

 from 

2 - 3:30 p.m. The classes last for six weeks. Class 

size is limited, so as soon as possible please email 

Leslie Bauer, our church secretary, at 

secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org or call her at the 

church office, 607-432-4102, and let her know 

which class you would like to attend. 

Tuesday Spiritual Study: Tuesdays, 2:00 – 3:15 

p.m. The current film series is ―Creating Bigger 

Stories‖ featuring Rev. Rene August. A new Lenten 

series will start on February 16
th

. To join: copy and 

paste this link into your browser beginning 

September 1
st
: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/864787949; or dial +1 

646 558 8656 (meeting ID: 864 787 949).  

The United Methodist Women‘s Book Group is 

meeting every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. over Zoom. 

Soon we will start discussing Born a Crime by 

Trevor Noah. This book is a thoughtful and yet 

humorous memoir of a child growing up during 

apartheid in South Africa. Please join us for 

fellowship and lively discussion. Contact Sharry 

Strait-Carey at 434-5234 or 

sharrysc9@hotmail.com 

Thursdays, 12:00 noon: Lectio Divina. This is a 

time of praying through the words of the weekly 

Scripture readings that will be the foundation for 

worship the next Sunday. If you are interested, call 

Margaret Parish at 435-4001. 

 

Financial Updates............................................................................................. Jeff Gardner, Business Manager 

As we approach the middle of January, I would like 

to provide an update summary of some of the giving 

that took place in December. I will provide a more 

complete summary of how FUMC ended the 2020 

fiscal year as well as provide a picture of the 2021 

budget in the next issue of the Reporter for March.  

On December 20
th

 FUMC was blessed with a 

fantastic concert from Liza DiSavino and AJ 

Bodnar from their home in Kentucky. It is their 

hope that they can join us in our beautiful sanctuary 

for a 2021 concert. After their performance fee, 

FUMC netted $710 from the concert to help with 

music program expenses in the budget. 

Also, in November and December, FUMC took a 

collection for the OFO Head start program to assist 

families through our annual giving tree. Normally, 

members and friends would take a name off of the 

tree in our sanctuary and purchase a few gifts for a 

child or family. Fortunately this year the best way 

we could help 42 families was by giving them Wal-

Mart gift cards. Each family was given $50 towards 

gifts for their child. A total of $2,685 was collected, 

$2,100 was used for these gift cards with the $585 

being transferred to the Secret Santa fund. Through 

the use of these funds, additional families were 

assisted by FUMC.  
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Although many or all of you are worshipping 

remotely by Zoom or Facebook, each month 

throughout the year, FUMC collects a ―jingle‖ or 

loose change for a specific cause. You may support 

any of these causes by sending a check in with the 

cause in the memo section. We also gladly accept 

PayPal contributions through the button on our 

website. In January it is/was for Family Services 

towards cold and flu remedies. The February Jingle 

is for the Hunger Coalition. We will keep you 

posted as to other upcoming jingles in future 

Reporters.  

A big fundraiser that normally happens in January is 

our Annual Pork dinner. Unfortunately, due to 

COVID-19, we are unable to have at this time. The 

FUMC Finance and COVID teams are looking into 

options to have it or another dinner fundraiser in the 

weeks or months to come. Stay tuned to the 

Reporter, website, bulletins and weekly updates.  

The annual Fruit Sale is also a big fundraiser at 

FUMC. This is still happening and the flyer is 

included in this Reporter. Thank you to everyone in 

advance who is purchasing fruit or is assisting with 

distribution/delivery of the fruit. You will see a 

slight increase in the cost this year as is an increase 

expense to FUMC. The deadline to order is 

February 2
nd

 and the fruit will be delivered to the 

church on February 17
th

 for pick up on February 

18
th

 and 19
th

 in the afternoons. Please remember to 

wear you mask and maintain social distancing when 

you come.  

Thank you again to everyone for helping FUMC to 

continue to do ministry and missions throughout 

these uncertain times in the denomination and the 

world.  

 

From the Green Team 

―After a year of devastating climate impacts across 

the country, 2021 presents an opportunity to pass 

federal policy solutions for climate resilience. As 

our churches seek to become resilience hubs, 

weathering the physical and spiritual storms of the 

climate crisis, it is imperative we engage in the 

work of policy advocacy for just, equitable, and 

resilient climate solutions.‖ 

Join Creation Justice Ministries for a virtual 

workshop to hear from the Biden transition team 

and members of the 117
th

 Congress. Participants 

will learn about legislative and executive 

opportunities for strengthening community climate 

resilience and advocacy opportunities for our 

congregation. 

Join in for this virtual workshop on January 21
st
 6-

7pm ET! Register at creation justice.org/resilience 

 

Ecumenical Advocacy Day with our NY State legislators will be virtual this year. 

Please save the date: February 25
th

. More info to follow! 

 

 

~ Caring and Sharing ~ from December 

Please remember that if you or a member of your family is hospitalized, it is necessary for you to contact the 

church if you wish a visit or listing on our prayer lists as that information is not readily (or legally) shared by 

health care institutions. 

Focus Rehab: Bill Pharr (1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica, NY 13501) 

Kathryn Roffe is at Fox Nursing Home for rehab (Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820) 

Celebrations 

We celebrate with Alan and Carol Franks on the birth of their grandson, 

William, on December 19
th

 to parents Kyle and Meagan. 
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Sympathies 

Our sympathies to Kayann Johnson whose sister Marsha passed away on December 4
th
. 

Our sympathies to the family and friends of Dominic Parlato, who passed away on December 1
st
. He was a former 

member who moved to Rhode Island. He leaves behind his wife, Paula, and their children Craig, Jill, and Todd. 

Our sympathies to the family and friends of Marilyn Roper who passed away unexpectedly. 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of Aneilia Mead, who died on December 26
th
. 

We ask for prayers for the family of Cecilia Russell including sons Tom and Rick  

and their families. Cecilia passed away on January 2. The funeral was held on January 9
th
. 

Please pray for the family of Charlotte Pelletier, who passed away on January 5
th
. 

Letters of Appreciation 

From St. Mary‘s Church about the 2020 Oneonta 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner: ―The miracle 

was how people of various walks of life, religious 

views, different races and ethnicities worked 

unselfishly together during this stressful and 

emotional year toward a common cause for the 

benefit of others. The greater Oneonta community‘s 

willingness to work together gives hope to all. Your 

generosity of granting the use of the kitchen and 

hall were invaluable. Jeff Gardner was so 

cooperative in helping with the arrangements. 

Thanks to your help, we were able to offer a 

traditional Thanksgiving celebration to those who 

were unable to be with loved ones on that day or 

gone hungry.‖ 

From Habitat for Humanity of Otsego County: 

―Everyone at Habitat for Humanity of Otsego 

County thanks you for your recent donation of $155 

from your Christmas Alternative Giving collection. 

Thanks to your support, we have begun building a 

neighborhood at McFarland Meadows on NY Route 

205…we are now building house #36 on the third 

lot in this neighborhood.‖ 

 

Church Address:......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone: .......................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email: ........................................................................................................ secretary@firstumc-oneonta. org 

Pastor Marti‘s email: .................................................................................................. pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti‘s cell phone: .................................................................................................................(315) 569-9156 

Church web page: ................................................................................................. http://www.firstumc-oneonta.org 

Upper NY Area Bishop:............................................................................................................. Rev. Mark J. Webb 

District Superintendent: ............................................................................................................. Rev. Nancy Adams 

Oneonta District Associate ............................................................................................... Rev. George Gallandorm 

Ordained Pastor:............................................................................................................. Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders:............................................................................................................... Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Director of Music Ministries:............................................................................................................ John Jurgensen 

Business & Facilities Manager: ............................................................................................................ Jeff Gardner 

Sexton: ..............................................................................................................................................Randall Wilson 

Secretary: .............................................................................................................................................. Leslie Bauer 

Volunteer Caretaker: ............................................................................................................... Christopher Brashear 

Child Care: ...................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

 

A note from Jennifer Walsh about her painting on page 1: “I did a painting of the backyard from 

the house I grew up in. It was my mother's favorite piece I had done. Originally it was done in 

pastel, but I lost it in college. So after she passed away, I remade it in acrylic paint.” 
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Being a Lay Reader for the Sunday Service .................................................................................... Joyce Miller 

If you have been enjoying the Sunday Services by 

either Facebook, ZOOM, or phone, you know that 

the reading of the Scripture is pre-recorded. This 

method will continue for the time being...even when 

we go to ―in person‖ worship.  

Readers have included many voices from early 

service attendees, late service attendees, 

Confirmands, etc. The variety of voices has been 

wonderful and inclusive...and we don‘t want to 

leave anyone out who would like to do it.  

Parents who read this newsletter, please ask your 

children if they would like to be a Scripture Reader. 

I‘m looking for readers starting February 1
st
.  

Here are the different ways the Scripture can be 

recorded: 1) Record on your cell phone and text it to 

John at 607-434-0678; 2) Record on your computer 

and send it to John at john@firstumc-oneonta.org; 

or 3) Make a date with John to record at the church 

(see #1 & 2 for John‘s contact info).  

Pastor Marti or Secretary Leslie will send you the 

Scripture for the week. Please let me know which 

Sunday you would like to be Lay (Scripture) Reader 

starting with February 1
st
 and going forward from 

there. I can be reached at millerumw @verizon.net 

or 607-432-8751. Once you record, you can even 

skip church...unless you want to see how you sound 

and what pictures are selected to go with your 

scripture. See or hear you in church!! 

 

 

A CURSE FOR ST. VALENTINE’S DAY 
 

I curse the day I didn’t say 
“I love you,” though I knew 
the only man that I could 

love forever would be you. 
For children we will never have 

and gardens left ungrown 
I daily mourn and nightly weep 
while in my secret heart I keep 

a place for you alone. 
 

The day of dear Saint Valentine, 
all hearts and silk and lace, 

serves only to remind me of 
your (lost forever) face. 

For moments we will never share 
for words that won’t be said 
I’d like to kill Saint Valentine 

But, luckily, he’s dead. 
 

JBJ 
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Nancy's Notes #16  
(Nancy Adams is our District Superintendent) 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I’ve heard over and over that people were SO GLAD to say goodbye to 2020. It’s no 
secret that 2021 is off to an extremely tumultuous start. We are hearing that more and more 
arrests have been made of those who participated in storming the Capitol last week. 
Yesterday, the House of Representatives impeached President Trump for the 2nd time. 
Washington, DC is filled with National Guard troops, and I heard that for the inauguration of 
Joe Biden on Wednesday, January 20, 2021, there will be more troops in Washington than in 
Iraq and Afghanistan combined. I’m sure none of us would have ever dreamed up any of this, 
and I’m sure it breaks your heart as well as mine.  

 
Two days before the inauguration, on Monday, January 18th, we celebrate the birthday 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; not only a proponent of non-violence, he was a Christian and a 
pastor. One of his famous quotes is the following: 
 

“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, 
adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
 

Friends, we know that Jesus is the true source of light that drives out darkness and the 
true source of love that drives out hate, and He is counting on us to be the reflections of His 
light and channels of His love to our country where we have recently seen the unthinkable.  

 
While not all Christians agree politically, we can agree that this country and this world 

needs the light and love of Jesus. Let us remember that we are His hands and feet in the 
world. 

 
Go shine His light! 
Go share His love! 
 

With You in the Journey, 
Nancy 

 


