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Message from our Pastor

“Have a Sublime, Online Christmas”

When our daughter Maddie was a little girl, I remember reading her a story from one of the Cricket
magazines about a little girl who was waiting eagerly for her grandma to visit for Christmas. Grandma lived a
few hours away, and as the holidays approached, she and the little girl excitedly talked on the phone about all
the things they would do when they were together. They’d bundle up and trudge out in the snow to pick out a
tree at the Christmas Tree Farm, and with Dad and Mom’s help they’d cut it down, carry it into the house, and
decorate it with lights and beautiful shiny ornaments. They’d bake cranberry apple pies, and the little girl would
weave the lattice on top all by herself. Grandma promised to bring her own special gingerbread recipe, and
they’d cut out gingerbread boys and decorate each one. The little girl could almost taste them already!
Finally the big day approached, when Grandma would get into her reliable old Ford and drive to the little
girl’s house. It was hard for the little girl to get to sleep the night before Grandma’s arrival. Finally she drifted
off, with visions of her Grandma’s smiling eyes, and gingerbread boys dancing through her dreams.
But early the next morning, as the little girl was excitedly downing her oatmeal, her Mom picked up the
phone. It was Grandma. There was a terrible storm overnight, with snow and icy winds, and it was too
dangerous for Grandma to drive. It was such a terrible storm that she would likely be stuck at home for several
days. How could it be, that Grandma wouldn’t be able to come for Christmas? ―IT WON’T BE CHRISTMAS
WITHOUT GRANDMA!‖ the little girl wailed.
―IT WON’T BE THE SAME!‖ cried the little girl, over and over. And her Mom wisely said, ―Then it will
have to be different.‖
That became the couplet they would exchange for the next several days, as Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day came and went. ―It won’t be the same,‖ said the little girl. ―Then it will have to be different,‖ replied her
Mom.
It was not the same. It was different. They went to the Christmas Tree Farm without Grandma and cut down
a tree and decorated it. They baked pies and cookies, with Grandma reading the recipe over the phone. Even
though it wasn’t the same without Grandma there in person, there were moments even in the difference that
were also lovely in their own ways, full of light and warmth and joy.
This Christmas will not be the same as any of the others we have celebrated, due to the ravages of this
terrible global pandemic. We’re still inviting worshippers inside the sanctuary at this time, but who knows if
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that will continue throughout Christmas season? Most of us will not be traveling to visit family or hosting folks
from outside our normal household for Christmas dinner. Our United Methodist Women will not enjoy their
Holiday Banquet. No Christmas Tea between services on Christmas Eve. No Christmas Concerts in our
beautiful sanctuary. It will not be the same. So it will have to be different.
With the blessings of electronics, we will still be able to connect with family and friends by telephone and
video chat. Our Worship Team is preparing a Christmas Eve service that will be equally lovely even though it
will be online. Because so many of us have sustained losses of many kinds during the past several months, we’ll
also offer a brief outdoor Blue Christmas service on the longest night of the year: Monday, December 21st at
7:00 p.m. in the church courtyard. And don’t forget our online concert, Cozy Christmas, on Sunday, December
20th at 2:00 p.m. (see details below). It won’t be the same this year. So it will have to be different. But different
is not always bad.
We’re sending this Christmas issue of the Reporter out by mail so that we can include our Christmas
offering envelope.
Caesar Augustus was considered the Ruler of the universe by people who lived in the Roman Empire at the
time of the first Christmas. But the One we welcome as ―Emmanuel‖ ―God With Us‖ was born in a stable and
laid in a manger, because there was no room for him in the inn. The one we know as Messiah, the Anointed of
the Lord, was not the same as the Messiah who was expected: a warrior king who would throw off the
oppressive rule of Rome. This different kind of Messiah is the one we now hail as King of King and Lord of
Lords: Jesus, our Savior.
Yours for a different but still holy and
warm and loving kind of Christmas,
Rev. Marti

Cozy Christmas Concert
FUMC will be bringing you some holiday music for you and your family to enjoy. If you saw our holiday concert last
year, then you know you will be in for a treat and if you missed it, then you will get a second chance to enjoy the music
and singing of Liza DiSavino and AJ Bodnar. They will be live from their home studio in Kentucky directly into your
home. Although we would love to have them back in the sanctuary, along with our handbell choirs, it won’t be possible
this year due to COVID-19.
Liza and AJ will be playing a variety of Christmas and folk music in a two-hour concert entitled ―A Cozy Christmas‖
to benefit the music programs at FUMC. This concert will be on Sunday December 20th at 2:00 p.m. We hope to make it
available for up to a week following the live virtual performance as well on YouTube or FUMC website. A suggested
donation of $20 is requested in order to obtain the Zoom or YouTube links. What we need from you:
1. To get the information necessary to watch the concert, send a check or use PayPal with Christmas Concert noted in the
memo, along with your email address and phone number. We must receive your request by December 16th at 12:00 noon
for you to receive the link on December 17th or 18th by email or telephone.
2. Most importantly, tell your family and friends about this opportunity to share a wonderful concert for a small donation.
If you would like to sponsor a friend or family viewing of the concert, please send a donation indicating as such to Jeff.

This concert is sponsored by:
Dick and Joyce Miller, Dana Horrell and Marti Swords-Horrell,
Rosalie Higgins, Peter and Cathie Paluch,
Allison Bookhout and Bruce Von Holtz
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Worship Themes for December
Services at 8:15 a.m. on Facebook Live and 10:00 a.m. via Zoom and in person in the sanctuary (as long as
allowed) – See below for ―How to Worship.‖
“I Believe, Even When...”

An Advent Series by Marcia McFee
with music by Mark Miller

Sunday, December 6th Advent 2: ―I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship‖ In both the Gospel of Matthew
and Isaiah, a messenger appears as a sign from God, heralding a new era. In each passage, the words ―do not be
afraid‖ appear…offering a clue that the messenger–whether prophet or angel–was referencing something that
induced fear in the recipient. A new way of being together, of relating and loving takes courage–eschewing the
present order of things so that a new and better day can be born. Read Isaiah 7:1-14 and Matthew 1:1-25.
Advent Communion will be celebrated.
Sunday, December 13th Advent 3: ―I Believe in God: Ode to Joy‖ This week, we turn to Luke’s writing, which
is an account in two acts: the Gospel biography of Jesus and then the story of the early church–the ―Jesus
community.‖ Whether you were a Jew or Gentile in those days, deciding to become a part of this illegal early
Christian movement could bring punishment for your allegiance. Surely the message in both Luke and Isaiah
that the downcast, lowly, and oppressed would rise up is a welcome and inspirational account. Like the Jewish
exiled people of Isaiah’s time and like the early Christians, we also sometimes wonder where God is in our
suffering. We long to hear the promise that a reason for joyful praise is the Good News on the way! Please read
Isaiah 57:14-19 and Luke 1:1-4 and 25-56.
Sunday, December 20th Advent 4: ―I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace‖ The ―great light‖ prophesied by
Isaiah in today’s text is echoed in the first strains of John’s Gospel Good News: the light that brings peace–that
saves the people from all that would extinguish it–has been there from the beginning. The Word is made flesh
and dwells among us. This reign is now…will we believe it? Will we continue to put flesh on it, embodying the
peace meant for all humanity? Please read Isaiah 9:2-7 and John 1:1-18.
Blue Christmas Service. Monday, December 21st, 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard (bundle up, please!): a quiet, brief
time of prayer and reflection. Throughout Advent we have proclaimed hope, love, joy, and peace in the midst of
difficulty. This is the church’s gift to the world–that our faith story is grounded in the presence of God that
came and dwelt among us in the midst of hardship. But on the ―longest night‖–the Winter Solstice–it has
become a tradition among some churches to hold a ―Blue Christmas‖ or ―Longest Night‖ service to
Page 3 of 10

acknowledge and remember those we have lost. It is important to name that sometimes hope, love, joy, and
peace are distant feelings when we have encountered so much loss. The anticipation of renewed grief as
Christmas Eve approaches can be difficult to bear for many. Ritual helps us move through these feelings and
funnel our heartbreak in ways that, while not alleviating it totally, gives space for a tangible remembering. This
will be especially important in 2020 because we often were not able to gather and ritualize our losses in the
ways we usually do.
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Celebration in Mike and Lori
DePauw’s backyard. Reservations and masks are required, since NYS law limits attendance at outdoor
gatherings. Please see the more about this on page 10!
Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service, Thursday, December 24th at 9:00 p.m. This service will be
entirely virtual, on Zoom. Please use the link that we use on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. You will be
admitted from the waiting room. In this season leading up to this night, we have been hearing the Good News
from all the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John because we have needed good news and that’s what
―Gospel‖ actually means. We have heard stories of courage all along our journey–of people who have sung out
songs of hope, love, joy, and peace. Tonight we return to the story of Jesus’ birth as it is told in the Gospel of
Luke. This account is the narrative we read again and again on this holy night, for this author gives us the most
beloved detail. We yearn to see the scene play out, to hear the music of the angels, to feel the rush to the manger
to see what this star that pierces the night sky has come to proclaim. We so desire to believe the Good News of
the messengers that is the culmination of humanity’s pain of birth: ―don’t be afraid‖ for unto us a sign has come
that will be to all people…‖ on earth, peace.‖ Please read Isaiah 52:1-10 and Luke 2:1-20. A candlelight
communion will be celebrated. Have ready a candle, a piece of bread, and something to drink in a cup.
Sunday after Christmas, December 27th: The Good News that we have proclaimed for this Advent/Christmas
season ends with a second chapter of Luke that starts, ―When the time came…‖ Indeed, the time has come for
us to move from the narrative of birthing to the narrative of redemption. The story of Jesus’ ritual cleansing as a
child contains stories of people who had been waiting for this moment. But the time of waiting is over–for us
too. Like Isaiah who says, ―for Zion’s sake I won’t stay silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I won’t sit still,‖ we
will not stop our songs of resistance until justice shines out like a light for all.‖ Read Isaiah 61:10-62:3, and
Luke 2:22-40.
All service descriptions from www.worshipdesignstudio.org, used by permission.

How to Worship
We are worshipping together on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Masks are required! Please come to the Church Street door and follow instructions. The bulletin will NOT be
provided, so if you want one in your hand, you will need to print one ahead of time from the website. The words
for the service will be projected onto the screen. (Worship will still be on Facebook Live at 8:15 and on Zoom
at 10:00.)
As COVID-19 cases rise in NYS and the country, and with upcoming holidays meaning more indoor gatherings
and increased risk of infection, the FUMC COVID Team wants to remind you that symptoms of COVID can be
very mild, such as congestion, headache, or runny nose. If you develop any of these symptoms, please isolate
yourself. Do not go to church, but instead please attend via Facebook Live or Zoom. If symptoms persist and
you need to be tested, contact your healthcare provider. The New York State Health Department’s informational
hotline to locate Covid -19 testing sites is 1-888-364-3065. Bassett Hospital’s Covid-19 information hotline is
607-547-5555.
We will continue to broadcast our services on Facebook Live and over Zoom. The 8:15 a.m. service on
Sundays is by Facebook Live. You can find the bulletin in the ―Files‖ section of our Facebook page. You need
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to be a member of FUMC’s Facebook Group in order to participate in the service. Just open Facebook, and
search: First UMC Oneonta. Once you see our page, ask to ―join‖ and one of our administrators will admit you.
We will continue to offer the 10:00 a.m. service over Zoom, a live streaming platform that may be accessed
either through a computer, or by phone (see below). To access the 10:00 a.m. service via computer, highlight,
copy, and paste (or type) the following link into your browser:
https://zoom.us/j/195736049?pwd=Y2ZuL1pJSiswMnA2V2pRS1Y5T2NwZz09
To listen to the 10:00 a.m. service on your phone (any kind of phone — land line, flip phone, or smart phone)
— call 1-646-558-8656 at 10:00 a.m. or a few minutes before. You will be asked for a Meeting ID; key in 195
736 049 into the keypad of your phone. Then you may announce yourself if you want to. When it seems like
everyone who wants to has joined, Pastor Marti will welcome all and you will hear the prelude beginning. To
mute yourself, press *6.
After the 10:00 a.m. service, we join in a Virtual Coffee Hour, to which all are invited, no matter which
service you’ve worshipped in. Just connect to Zoom at around 11:00 a.m. using the above methods.
If you have problems connecting, feel free to call Gail Niles and she will try to talk you through connecting.
Her phone number is: 607-287-0232.
A bulletin for each service will be emailed with our Weekly Update list each week so that you can download it
and follow along; or you can also find it in the Files on the left-hand column of our Facebook group page or on
the church website. Please call the church office at 607-432-4102 and leave a message if you want the bulletin
to be mailed to you.
Bible Studies and Small Groups
Tuesday Spiritual Study: Tuesdays, 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. The afternoon small group will be viewing and discussing
another Darkwood Brew series: Into This World. Several presenters will talk about and discuss how Jesus was
born into a world not so different from our own. How did that hostile environment nurture the incarnation of
peace and hope? How is the struggle similar to today? The 5-part series will begin Tuesday, December 1st at
2:00 p.m. via Zoom. Contact Margaret Parish for the link. 607-435-4001
The United Methodist Women’s Book Group: The United Methodist Women’s book group is meeting every
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. over Zoom. We are presently discussing White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard for White
People to Talk about Racism by Robin DiAngelo, Ph.D. It is a bracing call to white folk everywhere to see their
whiteness for what it is and to seize the opportunity to make things better now. Our next book is Born a Crime
by Trevor Noah. This book is a thoughtful and yet humorous memoir of a child growing up during apartheid in
South Africa. Please join us for fellowship and lively discussion. Contact Sharry Strait-Carey at 607-434-5234
or sharrysc9@hotmail.com
Lectio Divina: Thursdays, 12:00 noon. This is a time of praying through the words of the weekly Scripture
readings that will be the foundation for worship the next Sunday. If you are interested, call Margaret Parish at
607-435-4001.
Attention Veterans and Those Who Love Them
Oneonta American Legion Post 259 is cooperating with the Veteran’s Administration Suicide Prevention
Program. This initiative is particularly timely given the stressors of the holidays during the COVID-19 global
pandemic. According to the VA’s statistics, 22 veterans a day are attempting suicide. Studies show that veterans
in rural areas, with fewer services available, are higher risk.
Warning signs include anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, mood swings, rage or anger, increasing alcohol or
drug abuse, and withdrawing from friends and family.
The U.S. Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs has set up a Veterans’ Crisis Line. Dial 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.
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Also available is confidential crisis chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net, or text to 838255.
If you would like more information about Legion Post 259 or the VA’s Suicide Prevention Initiative, feel
free to contact post adjutant Bruce Von Holtz at bfvonholtz@gmail.com
Stewardship Updates ....................................................................................... Jeff Gardner, Business Manager
It is with our annual estimate of giving that allows the finance team to build a working budget and expense
plan for the next year. We need and would like to hear from you.
To date we have heard from 72 giving units and have received estimate of giving (pledges) from 66 of you.
This is about 70.59% percent of those who pledged in 2020, including nine new people that did not pledge in
2020. The total amount pledged as of this newsletter is $166,494 or about 89.32% of the $186,318 pledged in
2020. Thank you to all of you who have returned your cards so far. Over half of the estimate of giving turned in
represents an increase over their 2020 estimates. We hope to continue hear from new people who may not have
pledged in the past as well as the 25 of you who pledged in 2020 that haven’t turned in your 2021 estimate of
giving card yet.
Please mail in your estimate of giving cards or send me an email at: jeff@firstumc-oneonta.org today. There
is a tear-off for you to use on the last page of this Reporter.
We will continue to provide updates as to how we are doing with pledges/estimate of giving in the upcoming
weekly updates and bulletins.
The following was in last month’s Reporter article as well but I think it’s worth repeating. Although times
are tough and challenging, we are strong. It is with strength, compassion, determination, leadership, and faith
that FUMC as a church and each of us as individuals will get through this together. Every minute that you
volunteer for the church or your community is appreciated even when you may not be told so. I know that the
staff at FUMC does appreciate you as we would not be able to carry on all the mission and ministry we do
without your help. In addition, every donation we receive, large or small is important to enable FUMC to
continue to thrive and to make a difference in our community and the world.
Financial Updates............................................................................................. Jeff Gardner, Business Manager
Each month a different group or organization normally benefits from our loose change, ―Jingle.‖ However,
with COVID-19 and little in-person worship, there hasn’t been the same opportunity to put your loose change in
a collection plate. You can always write a check or make a PayPal donation to these worthy causes; please be
sure to indicate this accordingly.
In October, the Jingle was for FSA Thanksgiving baskets and FUMC was able to send them a check for
$133.41. November, the Jingle was for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and the December Jingle is for Secret
Santa.
Also, during November FUMC asked for donations towards gift cards for Head Start families in lieu of gifts
this year due to COVID. A total of $1,180 has been collected as of the writing of this article. Thank you to all
who have donated. The deadline has been extended please send in your donation by December 8th for this
worthy cause.
The fabulous mission work that the church and conference does hasn’t rested in during the pandemic. As we
enter the month of the year, it is crucial that pledges for 2020 be received. The budget is based on 2020
commitments. We are also counting on the generosity of those of you weren’t able to pledge but give as you can
to help FUMC through this period of uncertainty. While the doors of FUMC are closed due to COVID-19 safety
restrictions, expenses are still incurred. As the staff has been working diligently on developing and carrying out
on-line Sunday services, implementing a safety plan for reopening in-person services, and meeting other
responsibilities, their salary and benefits must be paid. Also, the COVID-19 situation has contributed
unanticipated expenses for personal protection equipment, cleaning materials, and related items. There are some
decreases in the costs of doing the church’s business.
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However, on the revenue side, FUMC has lost many income generating events and activities had to be
cancelled due to the pandemic. Rummage sales, concerts, dances, and weddings did not happen. This has cost
FUMC over $4,000 in lost income thus far, and will likely be more before it is all over. Also, unpledged and
loose plate income has dropped. We are over $12,383 behind our budgeted goal as of the end of November.
Pledged income is about 86.14% of what is expected at this time of the year, still leaving us over $10,278
behind at this point. We are counting on the outstanding pledges to finish the year. Many of you have paid your
pledge in full and some beyond, thank you very much. At present, we hope to minimize the gap between
income and expenses for 2020 with your help we can do this.
Update on our Pipe Organ
Thank you for all the donations to this project! That just cannot be said enough.
Things are moving along! It’s a process as we work out bugs here and there. Sid and Bryan are still
discovering the weirdness of Moeller’s wiring, which existed before the 1970 restoration. We are hoping to
have it playable by the first Sunday in Advent. Most recently, we voiced the new digital 32’ Bombarde to match
the tone and volume of the 16’ Trumpet. All I can say is ―Wowser!!‖ To complete the project, the Council voted
unanimously to go ahead and include the Allen MIDI Ensemble which was originally prepared for. MIDI stands
for Musical Instrument Digital Interface – a language that digital instruments use to ―talk‖ to each other. This
module will expand our organ’s voices. We will have a dedicatory recital at some point, when we are all
allowed back in the building. (Gives me time to practice since I haven’t touched an organ since last Easter!) If
you haven’t been in our building to see the newly outfitted console here is a before and after:

UMW Still Collects Cards
UMW will continue to collect the fronts of Christmas and other greeting cards for St. Jude’s Ranch Recycled
Card Program. This program provides troubled teens with life and work skills.
Fronts of cards must have no writing on them. Disney, Hallmark, and American Greetings cards cannot be
collected due to copyright laws. New cards and envelopes that do not support other charitable organizations are
also acceptable.
If you are unable to drop your cards off in the building after Christmas, please recycle all your cards that
aren’t covered with metallic-type decoration.
Look for the collection box in the sanctuary after Christmas.
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United Methodist Women
Holiday Bazaar 2020: In lieu of the annual Holiday Bazaar, United Methodist Women will be selling a few of
our popular items to support our pledges to many local entities, including ARC Otsego, Catholic Charities
Caring Connections of Otsego, Delaware and Schoharie Counties, Family Services Association of Oneonta,
Foster and Adoptive Program of New York, Oneonta Boys and Girls Club, Oneonta Community Health Center,
OFO Women’s Domestic Violence Shelter—The Purple Bag Project, Pathfinder Village Chaplaincy Program,
Super Heroes in Ripped Blue Jeans Animal Rescue, and YMCA Children’s Summer Scholarships.
Boomerangs: Everyone’s favorite, UMW’s famous Chocolate Confection that everyone keeps coming back for,
will be available! Both regular and gluten-free versions of this peanut butter-Rice Krispies-chocolate treat can
be purchased for $7.00 per dozen. To place your order contact Dottie Lawson at 432-0904 or Irene Morrissey
at imorrissey5@gmail.com.
Canned Goods: Bread and butter pickles in 12 oz. jars for $4.50 each or pint jars for $6.00; Fruit jams in 8 oz.
jars for $3 each; Choose blueberry, strawberry, and/or peach Contact Joyce Miller at 607-432-8751.
All-Natural Gourmet Dog Biscuits: 2 large bone-shaped biscuits for your best friend for $1 Contact Marty
Becker at 607-432-4917 or at marty.vlb@gmail.com
Seasonal Masks: A variety of holiday masks—Fall, Winter, and Christmas, in both adult and children’s sizes,
for $8.00 each. They are available to purchase at Oneonta Optical at 209 Main St., Oneonta or place an order
by calling or texting Sharry Strait-Carey at 607-434-5234 or emailing her at sharrysc9@hotmail.com.
Personal Care Products: Our products are made without preservatives, artificial ingredients, or scents. We use
organic, sustainably sourced ingredients. If you have questions, or to order, email Sharon McCarthy at
skmccarthy@stny.rr.com or call 607-433-2185.
This year UMW is offering special COVID gift bags for your holiday giving. Choices are:
1. One of our masks and a spray bottle of organic hand sanitizer for $14
2. A mask, one of our soaps, and My Baby’s Bottom in a Jar emollient hand and body cream for $17
3. A mask, organic hand sanitizer, and My Baby’s Bottom in a Jar cream for $20
4. A mask, organic hand sanitizer, soap, and My Baby’s Bottom in a Jar for $23
Individual items are also available.














Organic Hand Sanitizer-a 4 oz. spray bottle with 70% alcohol, aloe vera gel and Vitamin E for $7
Ginny’s Lemon Mint Glycerin Soap-a 4 oz. bar for $4 This very limited-edition soap contains humectant moisturizers and
fresh mint.
Honey Oatmeal Goat’s Milk Soap-a 4 oz. beehive bar for $4
Goat’s Milk Soap with lemon essential oil-a 4 oz. bar for $4
My Baby’s Bottom in a Jar-a 4 oz. jar of this emollient cream made with organic shea butter for $5.50 Makes your skin feel
as soft as a baby’s bottom!
Sensitive Skin Face Lotion-a 4 oz. jar of a gentle cream with aloe vera for $6.50
Sugar Scrubs-a 4 oz. jar of one of these delightful exfoliants for $4 Order Gingerbread, Green Tea, Key Lime, Lemon Mint,
Peach, Peppermint, or Rose
Dottie’s Deodorant-a 4 oz. jar of organic gentle odor control with antimicrobial properties for $3
Foot Soak-a 4 oz. jar of a soothing treat for your feet or a friend’s for $3
Soothing Tooshie Salve-a 4 oz. jar containing organic beeswax, cocoa butter and Vitamin E for $6.50 This one is for real
babies’ bottoms!
Vapor Rub-a 2 oz. jar of this non-petroleum product for temporarily relieving cough and aches for $3 This product is safe for
children aged 6 months and older.
Tick spray-a 4 oz. spray bottle that is safe for infants, kid, adults and dogs for $5
Covid gift bag #5-1 mask, 1 bottle of hand sanitizer, 1 bar of soap for $18
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From the Green Team
The following is taken from the December 2020 publication of The United Methodist Creation Justice
Movement:
―God so loved the world…‖ Most often Christians hear John 3:16 in relationship to personal salvation. But
this Christmas look again at what God loves enough to send God’s own Son—the world. God’s own creation!
All of creation, not just humans. If God so loved the world, then we also need to. Choose at least one aspect of
creation and love it through your actions and advocacy.
With COVID more of us will be doing our Christmas shopping online. Turn your shopping green by
exploring companies that are environmentally focused, that give back a percentage of profits to environmental
organizations, and that have ethical practices, as well as great products that won’t quickly end up in a landfill. If
you want some ideas,
~ Caring and Sharing ~ from November
Please remember that if you or a member of your family is hospitalized, it is necessary for you to contact the
church if you wish a visit or listing on our prayer lists as that information is not readily (or legally) shared by
health care institutions.
Focus Rehab: Bill Pharr (1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica, NY 13501)
Ginny Pence is at home (138 Forest Lane, West Oneonta, NY 13861)
Kathryn Roffe is at Fox Nursing Home for rehab (2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820)
New address for Aaron, Sarah, Amelia & Simon Miller: 1112 E Main Street, Troy, Ohio 45373
Letters of Appreciation
Milly Parish is most appreciative for all the cards
and visitors that have been sent or visited. I’m
sending a halo especially to Ned, Marti, Jeff, Joyce,
Pris, and Dottie. I’ve already added a diamond for
Lorrie’s crown for her services to me.
Blessings to you all,
Milly

Don’t know who to thank for my many ―thinking of
you‖ cards, but I really do appreciate them. Don’t
get much mail (except junk!) so they are always
bringing me smiles. Thanks, Joan Camp
The Jail Ministry of Otsego County thanks you for
your donation. Our ministry will be able to assist
many individuals because of your thoughtfulness.—
JMOC Secretary, Laurie Laymon

Church Address: ........................................................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820
Church Office Phone: ............................................................................................................................................................607-432-4102
Church email: ........................................................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta. org
Pastor Marti’s email: ..................................................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org
Pastor Marti’s cell phone: ......................................................................................................................................................315-569-9156
Church web page: ....................................................................................................................................http://www.firstumc-oneonta.org
Upper NY Area Bishop:................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Mark J. Webb
District Superintendent: ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Nancy Adams
Oneonta District Associate .................................................................................................................................. Rev. George Gallandorm
Ordained Pastor: ............................................................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell
Co-Lay Leaders: ................................................................................................................................................. Gail Niles & Peter Paluch
Director of Music Ministries: ............................................................................................................................................... John Jurgensen
Business & Facilities Manager: ............................................................................................................................................... Jeff Gardner
Sexton: ................................................................................................................................................................................ Randall Wilson
Secretary: ................................................................................................................................................................................. Leslie Bauer
Volunteer Caretaker: .................................................................................................................................................. Christopher Brashear
Child Care: .........................................................................................................................................................................Keshia Genzardi
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Backyard Christmas Carol Sing/Pageant
Is singing Silent Night to candlelight a special moment for you on Christmas Eve? Do you, too, feel like
COVID has required you to let go of so much, yet you wish to somehow preserve that sacred connection with
your faith community on Christmas Eve? The DePauw family is hosting a Backyard Christmas Carol
Sing/Pageant for those who also wish to gather and celebrate Christmas Eve together. We’ll have music,
singing, candlelight, and a pageant, written by our own Bhala Jones. The DePauws will snow blow pathways
into the backyard, outline them with luminaries, and create reserved snow-blown standing areas for family
groups to stand distanced from other groups. Feel free to bring your own outdoor chairs and blankets for a 2030 minute celebration on Christmas Eve. Space is limited to 50 people, so make your reservation with Leslie via
the FUMC office as soon as possible. Please reach out to Lori DePauw – mldepauw@stny.rr.com if you would
like to be involved in making this happen. Plenty of help is needed, from making luminaries, to setting them
out, to leading the singing, to costuming, and so much more. Reservations have to prioritize the people that are
participating to make this event come together, so please consider this unique opportunity for you and your
loved ones.
Alternate Giving—2020 Style
We are decorating the sanctuary this year, but without the traditional poinsettias. Christmas is coming and
Alternate Gifts are perfect for the person who already has everything...or you just want to Share the Love. The
―Gifting Card‖ options are listed below. Please call, mail, or email the church office and let your requests be
known. Once the money is received, Joyce Miller will deliver the cards to you. Make your check out to FUMC
and put Alternate Giving in the memo.
Alternate Gifts
UMCOR
Caring Connections
Jamaica Building Fund
Saturday’s Bread

$
$
$
$

Habitat for Humanity
Jail Ministry
Heifer International
Other:

$
$
$
$

All memorial/honor information (below) needs to be given to the church secretary no later than Monday, December 14 for
publication.
Given By:
In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

GIVING THANKS in ALL CIRCUMSTANCES
Estimate of Giving Card for the year 2021 First United Methodist Church, Oneonta
Our Vision: “Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly with God: We see this in Christ.
We want the world to see this in us.”
Grateful for all of the gifts God continually gives, I (We) promise to give the following toward the mission and ministries
of First United Methodist Church during 2021: (fill out one line only please)
$______weekly for a 2021 total of $__________ OR $______monthly for a 2021 total of $____________OR
$______quarterly for a 2021 total of $_________OR $______for the year 2021 OR other________________
I (We) understand that this is a faith commitment and that we may revise this estimate of giving upward or downward as our financial
circumstances may change at any time during the year by contacting our Business Manager, Jeff Gardner, in writing.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
print name please
signed
mailing address
email/phone
_____I (We) would like to reserve a box of offering envelopes for 2021.
_____I (We) would like information on how to remember First United Methodist Church in my/our will.
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