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Altar Design and Photo by Gail Niles 

 

Order of Worship 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 
 

May 9, 2021  8:15 & 10:00 a.m. 

Gathering of the Community 

Welcome  

Service Introduction 

Silent Prayer 

Prelude “Preambule” Percy Whitlock 
from Seven Pieces 

 

*Call to Worship  

We gather to worship the One who crafted creation out of chaos, 

our cries of joy join the anthems of the universe. 
We gather to lift our praise to the God who gives us voice, 

we bring the songs which have echoed in our hearts all week long. 
We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God’s love. 

young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched, lift the new, new songs of faith. 
 

*Hymn #557 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” Dennis 

1. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

2. Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 

3. We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear; 

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 

4. When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 

but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 
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Opening Prayer 

You raise your hand and gently begin the concerto of creation: birds carry the melody while stars keep the beat; 

mountains dance in merriment and little children clap their hands with joy. Love’s Composer, our new songs 

are lifted to you. 

The old, old song is made new in our hearts: Christ is Risen! Sing Alleluia! You invite us to sing to a 

world deafened by despair and haunted by the tunes of fear. Lord of the Dance, our new songs are lifted 

to you. 

Believing we cannot carry a tune, we hesitate to join in the chorus of praise sung by all creation. So, you softly 

and gently hum the melody of our hearts until they burst with you, raising a rousing chorus of Amazing Grace. 

Music-making Spirit, our new songs are lifted to you. 

Every song, old and new, is offered to you, God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 

Proclamation of the Word 

Children’s Time  

Children’s Hymn “Thank you, Jesus, amen!” 

Thank you, Jesus, amen! Thank you, Jesus, amen! 

Thank you, Jesus, amen! Alleluia! Amen! 
 

First Scripture Reading Psalm 98 

Sing to the LORD a new song 

 because God has done wonderful things! 

God’s own strong hand and holy arm 

 have won the victory! 
2 

The LORD has made salvation widely known; 

God has revealed his righteousness 

 in the eyes of all the nations. 
3 

God has remembered loyal love 

 and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

 every corner of the earth has seen our God’s salvation. 
4 

Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth! 

 Be happy! 

 Rejoice out loud! 

 Sing your praises! 
5 

Sing your praises to the LORD with the lyre— 

 with the lyre and the sound of music. 
6 
With trumpets and a horn blast, 

 shout triumphantly before the LORD, the ruler! 
7 

Let the sea and everything in it roar; 

 the world and all its inhabitants too. 
8 

Let all the rivers clap their hands; 

let the mountains rejoice out loud altogether 
9 

before the LORD 

 because God is coming to establish justice on the earth! 

God will establish justice in the world rightly,  

and will establish justice among all people fairly. 
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*Hymn #526 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Converse 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer.  

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

*Gospel John 15:9-17 NRSV 

9 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 

10 
If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11 

I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

13 
No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15 

I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16 

You did not choose 

me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 
17 

I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

Sermon “Befriended” Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

 

Anthem “Love Has Broken Down the Wall” Mark A. Miller 
 

Love has broken down the wall. 

Let us join our hearts as one. Love has broken down the wall. 
 

We’re accepted as we are. 

Through love’s pow’r all is reconciled. We’re accepted as we are. 
 

Cast aside your doubts and fears. 

Peace and love, freely offered here. Cast aside your doubts and fears. 
 

We will tear down the walls! We will tear down every wall! 

Love has called us, one and all. Love has broken down the wall. 

 

Invitation to Offering and Prayer of Dedication  the May Jingle goes to the Jamaica Building Fund 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People Each prayer will end, “In your mercy;” please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer: And now as forgiven and reconciled children of God, we pray, “Our Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer, who art in heaven...” 

 

*Hymn #480 “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” St. Margaret 

1. O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

that in thine ocean depths its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 

2. O Light that followest all my way, 

I yield my flickering torch to thee; 

my heart restores its borrowed ray, 

that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 

may brighter, fairer be. 

 

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow thru the rain, 

and feel the promise is not vain, 

that morn shall tearless be. 

 

4. O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life's glory dead, 

and from the ground there blossoms red 

life that shall endless be. 

Announcements 

Good Word 

Postlude “Processional for Organ” Warren Martin 

 
Copyright: Call to Worship and Opening Prayer, Thom M. Shuman, Where the Broken Gather © 2014. 

 
Thank you for your continued gifts and tithes to the church! 

 
From the Green Team: The #1 contributor to climate change is the drastic increase in the last 70 years in 

greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide and methane) from the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas) for electricity, 

heat, and transportation. Drive less AND advocate for new laws at local, state, and federal levels that shift us to 

renewable energy sources. The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement 

 

We are open for in-person worship for all services. Please wear a mask and enter through the Church Street 

door. The COVID questions will be asked and temperatures will be checked. Once inside, ushers will lead you 

to seating that will be at least 6 feet from any other household. There will be no singing, no child care, and no 

coffee hour. Thank you for respecting these restrictions for the health and safety of our community. 

 

You can now watch our Sunday Service on our YouTube channel (go to YouTube and search “FUMC 

Oneonta”). It will be ready to watch at about 11:30 am each Sunday. After you watch, please hit the subscribe 

button! 

 
 

Collecting for-deposit cans and bottles: In the past we have collected the for-deposit cans and bottles 

and used the money for the Jamaica Mission. However, at this time we are NOT collecting cans and 

bottles until further notice. 
 

 

 

We are collecting information on all of our graduating seniors. Please send all names of family 

members who are graduating and from what schools so we can celebrate them! 

secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 
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PRAYER LIST – May 9
th

, 2021 

Bill Pharr is at Focus Rehab, 1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica NY 13501 

Kathryn Roffe is now at Fox Nursing Home permanently (Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820) 

 

Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will be published for 4 weeks. If you would like to extend a request, please 

call the church office to talk to the secretary or leave her a message. 

• Ramona Leavey asks for prayers for her family & friends 

• David and Tom Jones, Bhala Jones’ sons 

• Sharon McCarthy’s friend, Carolyn 

• Bruce VonHoltz  

• Brenda Wilkinson’s brother, Terry Potter 

• Mitchell Lewis, Adelaide Van Buren’s grand nephew 

• Dr. John Rioux, friend of Ramona Leavey 

• Pam, friend of Ramona Leavey 

• Eddy, friend of Ramona Leavey 

• Prayers for Alexey Navalny who is in a Russian prison, requested by Dee Stevens 

• Brenda Wilkinson’s sister, Kimberly Carlson 

• Sharon McCarthy’s friend, Michelle 

• Jack Hand 

• Janet Frankl 

• Don Copenheaver, friend of Marty Becker 

• Dick Miller 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: to Morry Bordinger, Margaret Sorensen, Jillian LaHood & Cyrus Kinnick on May 10; 

Kathryn Roffe on May 11; Owen Burnsworth on May 12; Mary Lynn Bensen & Liz Morley on May 15. 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Honey & Phil Young on May 10. 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK – May 9
th

, 2021 

 

To connect to worship services via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/195736049;  

or call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049.  

You will be admitted from the “waiting room 
 

TODAY   8:15 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

10:00 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

  11:00 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 

    1:00 pm Imagine No Racism class via Zoom 
 

MON. 5/10 10:00 am Book Group by Zoom-call Margaret Parish 
 

TUES. 5/11   2:00 pm Spirituality Study “To Stand Again: Practices of the Resurrected Life” by Zoom 

  contact Margaret Parish for link 
 

WED. 5/12   1:00 pm Trustees’ meeting by Zoom 
 

THURS. 513 10:00 am UMW Book Group by Zoom—call Sharry Strait-Carey 

  12:00 pm Lectio Divina by Zoom—contact Margaret Parish for link 

    7:00 pm Confirmation Class via Zoom 
 

https://zoom.us/j/195736049
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FRI. 5/14  
 

SAT. 5/15 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Saturday’s Bread Hot Meal Program 
 

SUN. 5/16   8:15 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

10:00 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

11:00 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 

    1:00 pm Imagine No Racism class via Zoom 
 

COVID Information 

1. The FUMC Covid Team believes that the Covid-19 vaccines are safe and effective at reducing one’s 

chance of serious disease and hospitalization by up to 96%. It is important that everyone who can 

get vaccinated does so in order for our community, state, and country to reach herd immunity. If you 

have questions about getting vaccinated, talk to your health care provider. 

2. Although New York State does not require quarantining after traveling out of state, the NYS Health 

Department recommends quarantining after domestic travel as an added precaution. The FUMC 

Covid Team suggests that you consider not attending church in person for at least one week after 

out-of-state travel. Thank you. 

3. Once you're vaccinated, what should you do with your CDC vaccination card? Most authorities 

agree that you should not carry the original with you, but instead store it in a safe place at home, as 

you may need it again to record booster shots if ever required. 

4. Take a picture of your card and store it on your cell phone and/or scan your card to your PC. Make at 

least one copy and take the copy, not the original, to OfficeMax for free lamination on or before July 

25, 2021. This is what you will want to carry in your wallet or purse.  

5. Additionally, you may want to download the New York State Excelsior Pass app, available in the 

App Store or on Google Play. Go to https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/excelsior-pass for further 

information on this volunteer program. 
 

If you have any questions, if you still need the vaccine, or if you need to get tested, please contact us. 

Sharry Strait-Carey 434-5234 or sharrysc9@hotmail.com  

Marty Van Lenten Becker 432-4917 
 

Readers ............................................................................................................... 8:15-Mary Lynn Bensen, 10:00-Bhala Jones 

Choristers ........................................................................................................................................................ Sanctuary Choir 

Ministers .................................................................................................................. Every Member of First United Methodist 

Upper NY Area Bishop .............................................................................................................................. Rev. Mark J. Webb 

Oneonta District Superintendent ................................................................................................................ Rev. Nancy Adams 

Oneonta District Associate................................................................................................................ Rev. George Gallandorm 

Ordained Minister .......................................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders ................................................................................................................................ Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Director of Music Ministries ............................................................................................................................. John Jurgensen 

Business & Facilities Manager ............................................................................................................................. Jeff Gardner 

Communication Coordinator ......................................................................................................................... Amy Burnsworth 

Secretary ............................................................................................................................................................... Leslie Bauer 

Sexton .............................................................................................................................................................. Randall Wilson 

Volunteer Caretaker ................................................................................................................................ Christopher Brashear 

Child Care ....................................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

Church Address .......................................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone ........................................................................................................................................ (607) 432-4102 

Church email .......................................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s email ................................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s cell phone ................................................................................................................................. (315) 569-9156 

Church web page ...................................................................................................................http://www.firstumc-oneonta.org 


