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First United Methodist Church 

Oneonta, New York 
 

Sixth Sunday in Easter 
May 22, 2022 

8:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
One of those women was Lydia, a Gentile God-worshipper from the city of Thyatira, a dealer in 

purple cloth. As she listened, the Lord enabled her to embrace Paul’s message. 

~~Acts 16:13-14 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“First United Methodist Church (FUMC) of Oneonta, NY. is a congre-gation of faith and doubt. We commit 

ourselves to pursue justice, and pledge to stand with all our neighbors who are marginalized and oppressed, as 

Jesus did.”–Adopted by the Church Council on September 1, 2021 

 

Order of Worship 
Gathering of the Community 

 

Welcome and Service Introduction  

Silent Prayer 

Prelude “Matins” Healey Willan 
 

*Call to Worship  

God calls us to this place, a haven for healing and hope. 

We come, with the pain of our burdens, 

we come to hear God’s Word of hope for us. 

Together, we will sing songs of joy; 

Each of us will hear God whisper our name, 

“Beloved of my heart.” 
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We join our voices in prayer and praise; 

we sing of our longing for new lives. 

Here, our shadowed corners are filled with Light; 

Here we discover that God dwells in us. 

And not just us, for God would teach all to love; 

God’s Spirit would lead all peoples in peace. 
 

*Hymn #318 “Christ is Alive” Truro 

1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

His love in death shall never die. 

 

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

he comes to claim the here and now 

and dwell in every place and time. 

 

3. Not throned afar, remotely high, 

untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

but daily, in the midst of life, 

our Savior in the Godhead reigns. 

4. In every insult, rift, and war, 

where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

he suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, though ever crucified. 

 

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 

till earth and all creation ring 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

Opening Prayer 

Lord God the Almighty, you bless us with all that you have created: you teach us to swim in the bright crystal 

water of life; you cook breakfast for us in that eternal city; you open your heart to us and will never close its 

door. We worship you. 

 

Jesus Christ, Lamb of God: you stand at the door, your hand on the knob, your coat over your arm, 

ready to go away. Yet you do not leave us trouble-hearted, but fill our emptiness with your peace. We 

praise you. 

 

Holy Spirit, God-sent Gift: you come to our defense when we are falsely accused; you rescue us  from the school 

yard bully who always picks on us; you sit by our beds and comfort us when the nightmares of life keep us 

awake. We open our hearts to you. 
 

God in Community, Holy in One, we sing for joy to you. Amen. 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
 

Children’s Time  
 

Children’s Hymn #2258 “Sing Alleluia to the Lord” v.4 

His resurrection sets us free… 
 

First Scripture Reading Acts 16:9-15 CEB 

Vision of the Macedonian 
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Paul and his companions traveled throughout the regions of Phrygia and Galatia because the Holy Spirit kept 

them from speaking the word in the province of Asia. When they approached the province of Mysia, they tried 

to enter the province of Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn’t let them. Passing by Mysia, they went down 

to Troas instead. 

A vision of a man from Macedonia came to Paul during the night. He stood urging Paul, “Come over to 

Macedonia and help us!” Immediately after he saw the vision, we prepared to leave for the province of 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

Lydia’s conversion 

We sailed from Troas straight for Samothrace and came to Neapolis the following day. From there we went to 

Philippi, a city of Macedonia’s first district and a Roman colony. We stayed in that city several days. On the 

Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the riverbank, where we thought there might be a place for prayer. We 

sat down and began to talk with the women who had gathered. One of those women was Lydia, a Gentile God-

worshipper from the city of Thyatira, a dealer in purple cloth. As she listened, the Lord enabled her to embrace 

Paul’s message. Once she and her household were baptized, she urged, “Now that you have decided that I am a 

believer in the Lord, come and stay in my house.” And she persuaded us. 

*Hymn #363 “And Can it Be That I Should Gain” verses 1-3 Sagina 

1. And can it be that I should gain 

an interest in the Savior’s blood! 

Died he for me? who caused his pain! 

For me? who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

that thou, my God shouldst die for me? 

 

2. ’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies! 

Who can explore his strange design? 

In vain the firstborn seraph tries 

to sound the depths of love divine. 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 

let angel minds inquire no more. 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 

let angel minds inquire no more. 

 

3. He left his Father’s throne above 

(so free, so infinite his grace!), 

emptied himself of all but love, 

and bled for Adam’s helpless race. 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 

for O my God, it found out me! 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 

for O my God, it found me out! 

 

*Gospel Reading John 14:23-29 CEB 

Jesus answered, “Whoever loves me will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 

and make our home with them. Whoever doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words. The word that you hear isn’t 

mine. It is the word of the Father who sent me. 

“I have spoken these things to you while I am with you. The Companion, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I told you. 

“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you not as the world gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid. 

You have heard me tell you, ‘I’m going away and returning to you.’ If you loved me, you would be happy that I 

am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than me. I have told you before it happens so that when it 

happens you will believe. 

 

Sermon “Fortunately” Rev. Marti 
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Act of Praise “Peace I Leave With You” Philip M. Young 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you,  

my peace I leave with you.  

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid 
 

Response to the Word 
 

Invitation to Offering and   the May Jingle is for the 

Prayer of Dedication  Jamaica Building Fund 

 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People Each prayer will end, “In your mercy;” please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

The Lord’s Prayer: And now as forgiven and reconciled children of God, we pray, “Our Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer, who art in heaven...” 
 

*Hymn #2148 “Over My Head” Music in the Air 

 

Refrain  

Over my head, I hear music in the air; 

over my head, I hear music in the air; 

over my head, I hear music in the air; 

there must be a God somewhere. 

 

1. Oh, when the world is silent, 

I hear music in the air; 

(sung 3 times) 

there must be a God somewhere. 

 

2. And when I’m feeling lonely, 

I hear music in the air; 

(sung 3 times) 

there must be a God somewhere. 

 

3. Now when I think on Jesus, 

I hear music in the air; 

(sung 3 times) 

there must be a God somewhere. 
 

Announcements 
 

May the blessing of God, creating, redeeming and sustaining,  

be with you all. 

Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Postlude “Postlude in D” Healey Willan 
 

Thank you for your continued gifts and tithes to the church! 
 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer by Thom Shuman, Bearers of Grace and Justice © 2012.  
 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI Licenses #11155880, and #20784211.  
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Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730784. All rights reserved. 

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-730784. All rights reserved. 

 
PRAYER LIST – May 22nd, 2022 

Cheri Albrecht: Hampshire House, 1846 Co Rte 48, Oneonta NY 13820 

Bill Pharr: Focus Rehab, 1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica NY 13501 

Kathryn Roffe: Fox Nursing Home, Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820  

Leon Wiggin is in rehab at Chestnut Park Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 330 Chestnut, Oneonta, NY 13820 
 

Prayer Requests: 

Prayer requests will be published for 4 weeks. If you would like to extend a request, please fill out one of the 

prayer cards located in the pew rack. Please mark if you want your request to be public. 
 

• Ramona Leavey asks for prayers for her family & friends 

• Todd Loucks' mother, Joan Frohrib, recovering from a fall. 

• Pray in joy in appreciation of Philp Young's artwork. 

• Debbie Rittlinger, friend of Gary Becker. 

• Someone requests prayers for their purpose to be fulfilled. 

• Carol Franks 

• Nick 

• All nurses 

• Rev. Marti’s friend, Ruth 

• Ramona Leavey’s friend Beverly, whose daughter Tina passed away last week. 

• Randy’s friend, George 

• The family of Ramona Leavey’s friend, Dorothy LaForgia, who passed away 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Caden Shaver on May 22; Sasha Rivera on May 26; Daniel O’Connor & Trevor 

Griswold on May 27. 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Todd & Nina Fielder on May 25.  

 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK – May 22nd, 2021 

At 8:15 and/or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, please connect with Zoom by computer: https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or 

call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049. You will be admitted from the “waiting room.” 

All services are also on YouTube and Facebook. Search for First United Methodist Church of Oneonta. 
 

TODAY:    8:15 am Worship in person, Facebook, or via Zoom 

    9:25 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship in person, via Zoom or on YouTube 

11:30 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 
 

MON. 5/23 10:00 am Book Group-Coke Room 
 

TUES. 5/24   9:00 am Otsego County 

10:00 am Staff Meeting-Coke Room 

    2:00 pm Digging Deeper Bible Study-Coke Room 

  2:00 pm Otsego County 

  6:00 pm Girl Scouts-Coke Room 

  7:00 pm Discussion of “Mission Possible” Book-Art Rm. 
 

WED. 5/25   9:15 am Buckingham Ringers-Music Room 

    9:30 am Otsego County 
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  10:45 am Paradis Ringers-Music Room 

    5:00 pm Oneonta Hooks & Needles-Embury Room  

    7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir-Sanctuary  
 

THURS. 5/26 10:00 am UMW Book Group on Zoom 

12:00 pm Lectio-Embury Room 

  2:00 pm Otsego County  

  2:30 pm Otsego County  
 

FRI. 5/27   2:00 pm Otsego County 
 

SAT. 5/28 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Saturday’s Bread Hot Meal Program 
 

SUN. 5/29   8:15 am Worship in person, Facebook, or via Zoom 

    9:25 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship in person, via Zoom or on YouTube 

11:30 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 

 

Supporting the Humanitarian Response in Ukraine 

You can support UMCOR’s international disaster response efforts by writing a check to the Upper New York 

Conference with either Advance #982450/Ukraine or UMCOR/Ukraine written in the memo line.  

Be Green, Be Just: This tip is provided by the United Methodist Creation Justice Movement. Use your power 

for good. Of the many daily financial decisions we make, from the grocery store to the stock market, a number 

will involve choices about how we care for creation and what we do for justice. Be vigilant in evaluating 

seemingly small choices. They can lead to big dividends. 

Let’s go camping! Our Upper New York Conference Committee on Camp & Retreat Ministries offers five 

summer camps throughout New York state. Together, these five camps offer over 200 programs for all ages, 

interests, and abilities, from weekend family getaways to traditional sleepover camps for kids, to experiences 

for campers with special needs, and much, much more! For all the information that you may need, go to 

https://campsandretreats.org/summer-camp-2022/. You’ll see the summer schedule for each, and you can 

download the camp application.  

FUMC offers Camperships of up to 50% of the selected camp tuition to children of members/regular 

participants, and other children/youth who participate in Sunday School, Confirmation class, a Bell Choir, or 

Youth Group.  Assistance is determined by the number of applicants and available funds.  

A copy of each child’s completed camp application and confirmation/deposit receipt is your FUMC Campership 

application. Please turn in your completed camp application via email (pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org) or hard 

copy to Pastor Marti by Monday, June 6, to apply for a campership. Applications will be reviewed and 

Camperships awarded by the 2022 Ad Hoc Committee. If you have any questions, call or text Marty Becker at 

607-435-8551, or email her at marty.vlb@gmail.com. 

 

Pridefest is on Saturday June 4th. This year, as in the past, we would like be a presence to 

witness our commitment to our LGBTQIA friends. There will be several activities, 

booths, and vendors in the park from 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. FUMC will have a table and 

we need volunteers to help attend the table. Another way to show our presence is to FILL 

the van with congregation members for the parade. Please contact the church office 432-

4121 or contact Margaret Parish or Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell if you are willing to 

participate in any way. You can also sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aca823a2ff2-pridefest 
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Save the date! 3rd Annual Juneteenth Celebration: Saturday, June 18th, Neawha Park, Oneonta. Our FUMC 

Patrick Ministries Committee will co-sponsor this year’s Juneteenth Celebration in Neawha Park. There will be 

activities for children and tables for health services. There will be live performances showcasing Black artists, 

exposing our community to art rooted in Blackness, and displaying Black as beautiful. There will be food and t 

shirts for sale. A yoga session will start the day, allowing the body to practice mindfulness and healthy 

breathing. 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Society on Ford Street has installed a new stained glass window in memory of Alice 

Siegfried. They are having a presentation and reception for it today from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Many of us 

remember Alice. All are welcome to attend the event. 

 

Lay Readers .......................................................................................... 8:15-Mary Konstantine; 10:30-Dick Miller 

Communion Steward ......................................................................................................... Gail Niles & Jean Siems 

Ministers .................................................................................................. Every Member of First United Methodist 

Upper NY Area Bishop .............................................................................................................. Rev. Mark J. Webb 

Oneonta District Superintendent ................................................................................................ Rev. Nancy Adams 

Oneonta District Associate ............................................................................................... Rev. George Gallandorm 

Ordained Minister .......................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders ................................................................................................................ Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Sunday School Leaders ............................................................................... Lisa Smith & Nancy Bondurant-Couch 

Adult Sunday School Leader ........................................................................................................... Margaret Parish 

Director of Music Ministries ............................................................................................................. John Jurgensen 

Accounting Supervisor........................................................................................................................... Carol Halter 

Communications Coordinator ........................................................................................................ Amy Burnsworth 

Sexton ...............................................................................................................................................Randall Wilson 

Financial & Church Secretary ............................................................................................................... Leslie Bauer 

Volunteer Caretaker ................................................................................................................ Christopher Brashear 

Tech Intern ............................................................................................................................................... Willa Ness 

Child Care ....................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

Church Address .......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone.........................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email .......................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s email ................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 


