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First United Methodist Church 

Oneonta, New York 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

January 23, 2022 

8:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 
 

Order of Worship 
Gathering of the Community 

Welcome and Service Introduction 

Silent Prayer 

Prelude “Meditation” Caleb Simper (1856-1942) 

*Call to Worship 

On this day, which is holy, we gather, not alone, but as Christ’s Body; 

as ones who would suffer together, we gather. 
On this day of wonder and hope, we gather, not in isolation, but in community; 

as those who would care for one another, we gather. 
On this day of prayer and praise, of silence and song, we gather, not with empty hands, but with full hearts; 

as those baptized in grace’s tears, we gather. 
 

*Hymn #2004 “Praise the Source of Faith and Learning” Hyfrydol 

1. Praise the source of faith and learning 

that has sparked and stoked the mind  

with a passion for discerning 

how the world has been designed. 

Let the sense of wonder flowing 

from the wonders we survey 

keep our faith forever growing 

and renew our need to pray: 

 

2. God of wisdom, we acknowledge 

that our science and our art 

and the breadth of human knowledge 

only partial truth impart. 

Far beyond our calculation 

lies a depth we cannot sound 

where your purpose for creation 

and the pulse of life are found. 
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3. May our faith redeem the blunder  

of believing that our thought  

has displaced the grounds for wonder  

which the ancient prophets taught. 

May our learning curb the error 

which unthinking faith can breed 

lest we justify some terror 

with an antiquated creed. 

 

4. As two currents in a river 

fight each other’s undertow 

till converging they deliver 

one coherent steady flow, 

blend, O God, our faith and learning 

till they carve a single course, 

till they join as one, returning 

praise and thanks to you, their Source. 

Prayer of the Day  

Holy God, Word-Giver: in soft falling snow, we  hear your joy; in the whisper of the wind, we listen to your 

dreams for us; in the silence of a winter’s night, we eavesdrop on your grace; in the cries of the poor, we heed 

you call to lives of compassion. 
 

Jesus Christ, Word made Perfect: as you overcome our obsession with our selves, our desires, gift us to 

serve others; as you simplify our souls with the grace of your good news, make us wise enough to live it; 

as you enchant our hopes with the wonder of your love, break our hearts so we might weep with those 

around us. 
 

Holy Spirit, Cup of Living Water: if we are to suffer together, may we drink deeply from your tender tears; if 

we are to rejoice together, may we taste the strength of your hope and peace; if we are to pray together, may we 

feast on your love; if we are to worship together, may we join in listening to that Word which will transform us 

forever. 
 

God in Community, Holy in One, in these moments, in every moment, be with us. Amen. 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Hymn #2141 vs.3  “There’s a Song” 
 

UMH #750 Psalm 19:1-6, 11-14  Sung Response 1 

Response: The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 
 

Ɍ  
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  
 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowledge.  
 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard;  
 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world.  
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In them God has set a tent for the sun,  

which comes forth like a bridegroom 

leaving his chamber, and runs its course with joy 

like a strong man. 
 

Its rising is from the  end of the heavens, 

and its circuit to the end of them; 

and there is nothing hid from its heat.  

Ɍ  
 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward.  
 

But who can understand one’s own errors? 

Clear me from hidden faults. 
 

Also keep your servant from the insolent; 

let then not have dominion over me! 
 

Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of  

great transgression.  

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

Ɍ  
 

*Hymn #544 “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” Bridegroom 

1. Like the murmur of the dove’s song, 

like the challenge of her flight, 

like the vigor of the wind’s rush, 

like the new flame’s eager might: 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

2. To the members of Christ’s body, 

to the branches of the Vine, 

to the church in faith assembled, 

to her midst as gift and sign: 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

3. With the healing of division, 

with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 

with the power to love and witness, 

with the peace beyond compare: 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

*Gospel Luke 4:14-21 CEB 

Jesus announces good news to the poor 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about him spread throughout the whole 

countryside. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he normally did 

and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the 

scroll and found the place where it was written: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

 because the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, 
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 to proclaim release to the prisoners 

 and recovery of sight to the blind, 

 to liberate the oppressed, 

  and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue was 

fixed on him. He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it.” 

Sermon “The Eternal Now” Rev. Marti 
 

Act of Praise. “Larghetto” Caleb Simper 
  8:15 a.m. 

 

Act of Praise. “Behold, How Good” Michael John Trotta 

 soloist, Jennifer Withington 10:30 a.m. 

 

Behold, how good, behold how wonderful, behold how pleasant to dwell in harmony. From one 

he made all nations to live on all the earth. In one we move and have our being, our life, our 

strength. 
 

Response to the Word 
 

Invitation to Offering and   the January Jingle is for 

Prayer of Dedication  FSA Cold Remedies 
 

Spotlight on Small Groups  the Journey of a Small Group Leader 
 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People Each prayer will end, “In your mercy;” please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: And now as forgiven and reconciled children of God, we pray, “Our Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer, who art in heaven...” 
 

*Hymn #157 “Jesus Shall Reign” Duke Street 
 

1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

does its successive journeys run;  

his kingdom spread from shore to shore, 

till moons shall wax and wane no more.  

 

2. To Jesus endless prayer be made, 

and endless praises crown his head;  

his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

with every morning sacrifice.  

3. People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song;  

and infant voices shall proclaim 

their early blessings on his name.  

4. Blessings abound where’er he reigns; 

all prisoners leap and loose their chains; 

the weary find eternal rest, 

and all who suffer want are blest.  

 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 

honors peculiar to our King; 

angels descend with songs again, 

and earth repeat the loud amen!  

Announcements 

 

*The Good Word  

May the blessing of God, creating, redeeming and sustaining, be with you all. 
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Alleluia! Amen. 

Postlude “Postlude” Caleb Simper 

 

Call to Worship and Responsive prayer by Thom Shuman, Bearers of Grace and Justice © 2012 p. 24-5, used 

by permission. 

 

Thank you for your continued gifts and tithes to the church! 
 

Prayer List – January 23
rd

, 2022 

Bill Pharr: Focus Rehab, 1445 Kemble Street, Room 207, Utica NY 13501 

Kathryn Roffe: Fox Nursing Home, Room 318, 2 Norton Ave, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Leon Wiggin is in rehab at Chestnut Park Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 330 Chestnut, Oneonta, NY 13820 
 

Prayer Requests: 

Prayer requests will be published for 4 weeks. If you would like to extend a request, please fill out one of the 

prayer cards located in the pew rack. Please mark if you want your request to be public. 
 

• Ramona Leavey asks for prayers for her family & friends 

• Wendy Ruffles, sister of Brenda Wilkinson 

• Prayers for Ann’s friend, Mary 

• Reggie Brunson, friend of Nancy Couch 

• Margaret Parish’s brother Bill 

• Ramona Leavey’s friend, Dot LaForgia 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mark Segina & Jerry Osterhoudt on January 24; Sarah Hartman on January 25; Nevin 

Henderson & Martin Couch on January 26; Sarah Hansen on January 28. 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: none this week.  

 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK – January 23
rd

, 2021 

SAG = Study Action Group 

At 8:15 and/or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, please connect with Zoom by computer: https://zoom.us/j/195736049; or 

call on your phone: 1- 646-558- 8656 Meeting ID: 195 736 049. You will be admitted from the “waiting room.” 

 

TODAY:    8:15 am Worship in person, Facebook, or via Zoom 

    9:25 am Sunday School 

  10:30 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

  11:30 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 

 

MON. 1/24 10:00 am Book Group-Embury Room 

 

TUES. 1/25 10:00 am Staff Meeting-Coke Room 

  11:00 am Otsego County 

    2:00 pm Digging Deeper Bible Study-Embury Room 

    6:30 pm Consultation with Paul Nixon via Zoom  

   (see instructions in box below) 

 

WED. 1/26   9:15 am Buckingham Ringers-Music Room 

  10:45 am Paradis Ringers-Music Room 

    2:00 pm Otsego County 

    5:00 pm Oneonta Hooks & Needles-Embury Room 
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    7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir-Sanctuary 

 

THURS. 1/27 10:00 am Book Group-Zoom 

  10:00 am Otsego County 

  12:00 pm Lectio-Embury Room 

    2:30 pm Otsego County 

 

FRI. 1/28  

 

SAT. 1/29 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Saturday’s Bread Hot Meal Program 

    2:00 pm Funeral of Mary Sheets 

 

SUN. 1/30   8:15 am Worship in person, Facebook, or via Zoom 

    9:25 am Sunday School 

  10:30 am Worship in person or via Zoom 

  11:30 am Coffee Hour & Fellowship via Zoom 

    3:00 pm MLK Celebration through livestream 

 

Due to COVID concerns, Oneonta’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration has been postponed to 

Sunday January 30
th

. The program will be entirely recorded and live streamed. We will share the link just as 

soon as we have it. 

 

Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend a zoom meeting with Rev. Paul Nixon. We have sent him an 

update of where we are on his recommendations and the Study Action Groups. 

 

Topic: Vision-Holders with Paul Nixon 

Time: Jan 25, 2022 06:30 pm 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88429202572 

 

Meeting ID: 884 2920 2572 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,88429202572# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

Our Communications Coordinator, Amy Burnsworth, is going to be creating the next Reporter. Please email 

anything you need to put into the Reporter to her at communications@firstumc-oneonta.org by February 21
st
. 

 

 

The Study and Action Group is committed to develop a plan for SMALL GROUPS in our Church, aimed at 

deepening and improving our faith, gaining knowledge, supporting each other and having fun. We have created 

a survey to give you an opportunity to share your interests in small group development. It was included in your 

Reporter. You may also go to this link to fill out the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M9XYVPQ   

We neglected to put in the deadline for turning in the survey. That deadline is February 13
th

. Please return your 

paper survey to the church. 

 



7 
 

 

The annual Fruit Sale is happening! Thank you to everyone in advance who is 

purchasing fruit, getting orders from your friends and neighbors, helping make phone 

calls, or assisting with distribution/delivery of the fruit. You will see an increase in the 

cost this year mainly due to increased shipping and fruit costs to the supplier. The 

deadline to order is January 31
st
 and the fruit will be delivered to the church on 

February 16
th

 for pick up on February 17
th

 and 18
th

 in the afternoons. Please remember 

to wear you mask and maintain social distancing when you come. The order forms are 

printed on orange paper and are at the entrances. 

 

 

 

Lay Readers ............................................................................................ 8:15-Tiffany Gardner; 10:30-Alan Franks 

Communion Steward ............................................................................................................................... Jean Siems 

Ministers .................................................................................................. Every Member of First United Methodist 

Upper NY Area Bishop .............................................................................................................. Rev. Mark J. Webb 

Oneonta District Superintendent ................................................................................................ Rev. Nancy Adams 

Oneonta District Associate ............................................................................................... Rev. George Gallandorm 

Ordained Minister .......................................................................................................... Rev. Marti Swords-Horrell 

Co-Lay Leaders ................................................................................................................ Gail Niles & Peter Paluch 

Sunday School Leaders ............................................................................... Lisa Smith & Nancy Bondurant-Couch 

Adult Sunday School Leader ........................................................................................................... Margaret Parish 

Director of Music Ministries ............................................................................................................. John Jurgensen 

Accounting Supervisor........................................................................................................................... Carol Halter 

Communications Coordinator ........................................................................................................ Amy Burnsworth 

Sexton ...............................................................................................................................................Randall Wilson 

Secretary ............................................................................................................................................... Leslie Bauer 

Volunteer Caretaker ................................................................................................................ Christopher Brashear 

Tech Intern ............................................................................................................................................... Willa Ness 

Child Care ....................................................................................................................................... Keshia Genzardi 

Church Address .......................................................................................... 66 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Church Office Phone.........................................................................................................................(607) 432-4102 

Church email .......................................................................................................... secretary@firstumc-oneonta.org 

Pastor Marti’s email ................................................................................................... pastor@firstumc-oneonta.org 

 


