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The Good Shepherd 

 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. — John 10:11 

 

 A bad shepherd lets his sheep stray.  He neglects the flock, 

allowing the sheep to graze in bad fields or experience life-

threatening thirst.  He beats the lambs to teach submission and 

obedience.  He isn’t alert to predators, allowing them to get too 

close to the sheep and if there is an attack, he’s the first to run.  

Clearly, he does not care much about the welfare of his sheep. 

 How blessed that Jesus is the opposite, rightly calling Himself the Good Shepherd.  When a 

sheep strays, He goes out looking for that wanderer, searching until He finds it and rejoicing when 

He does.  He stays up during the watches of the night, listening for predators, watching the shadows 

for movement, protecting His flock from lions and bears.  He leads the sheep to green pastures and, 

according to Psalm 23, to still waters where they can drink.  Speaking quietly, He gently guides His 

flock that willingly follows.  This Good Shepherd finds joy in how well His sheep are doing.  You, 

my friend, are a lamb in the care of the good Shepherd and so am I.  I praise God, “Lord, I’m so 

grateful to be in Your flock and share with others the joy of Your love and care.  I thank You, The Good 

Shepherd, for taking care of each of us, Your flock at Grace.  Amen.” 

  What a great reminder from Luke 15:10 that even when we stray, realize our waywardness and 

return, the truth of God’s nature is immense, “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of 

the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  Jesus told of a shepherd who leaves his ninety-nine sheep to 

find the one that has gone astray. This shepherd’s action reveals Jesus’ heart and His desire that no one would 

perish but find everlasting life through Him.  As the Holy Spirit nudges us the realization comes that we’ve 

been lost.  When someone does come to Him, or when He is able to carry a lost lamb home, the angels in 

heaven rejoice!  Many of us have loved ones who are that one lost sheep.  Perhaps all you can do is pray, but 

know without question that can be just the right thing! 

A simple reminder for us to pray is to grab a pen, write 99/1 on a sticky note, and put it in a prominent 

place. Every time we see it, those numbers remind us of Jesus’ determination to chase after the one who is 

lost.  One more thing: when we are concerned about our family member or friend who is far from God, all we 

have to do is think about our own story.  Remembering how God pursued us, allows us to rest in the peace 

that He went to the extreme to find us.  Then we pray a consoling prayer: “Lord, I am so thankful that no one 

is too far from Your reach. Please bring my loved one into Your flock, I pray.  Amen.” 

Jesus is shepherding you and me.  He is attentive, aware, caring, and involved in every moment of our 

lives.  He is also pursuing our loved one who walked away from Him or has yet to take Him as their Savior. 

Keep praying and rest in that assurance! Don’t forget that someone is also lifting us up because there are still 

times when we also stray.  Rest assured that our Good Shepherd is always on duty, listening, caring, and 

calling us to draw close to Him.   Praising God for His patient shepherding to all of us…Pastor David. 



Stewardship  

Report   2017 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                 August 27,2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $       253,432.90 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       220,013.86 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -33,419.04 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       229,153.13 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Wed., Sept. 6,  10:00 AM 

     Work Day @ Church 
 

 Mon., Sept. 11,  10:00 AM 
 

 Wed., Sept. 13,  6:00 PM 

 

Family Night  
Supper  

  
 

 Please join us for 

our Family Night Supper 

on Wednesday, Sept. 

27th at 6:30 PM.  Our 

host will be the Young 

Adult Class.  

 

Young at Heart 
  

 Join us at Andy’s on 

Wednesday, September13th at 

12 noon, for good food and 

fellowship.   

 

District Lay Speaking Courses Offered 
 The Fall Session of Lay Speaking Classes will be offered on October 1st, 8th and 

15
th
 at St. Luke UMC on 105 McKay Avenue in Spartanburg from 2:00 - 5:30 PM..  The 

following courses will be offered: Basic with Terry Sturgill, Spiritual Gifts with Beth 

Lewis, Living Our Beliefs (Heritage)  with Eunice White, Tell Stories with Kay Wilbanks 

and Polity with Rev. Richard Andrews.  If you are interested in taking a class, please 

see the Welcome Center Table for a registration form.  Cost is $40.00 and the 

registration deadline is Sept. 23rd.   

 Please remember: In order to maintain certification, an Advanced Course MUST be taken every three 

(3) years.  Failure to do so will result in having to repeat the Basic Course.  

 



 

Welcome! New Members  

 Grace is excited to have Doug Rinaca and Cole 

Heatherly join our  membership.  Doug is a retired chemistry 

teacher with Union County Schools and married Freada 

Palmer Jackson in June.   

 Cole is a senior at Winthrop University and will 
graduate in May with a BA in French.  After graduation, he 
plans to pursue a M.Ed. in Higher Education Administration.  
Cole was instrumental, along with Dale Goff, in giving our 
church website it’s wonderful design and keeping it up to 
date and informative.   

 

Bishop Holston’s 
response to a tragedy 
in our nation 
 

 The video images of the 
events in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
will remain with us long after we 

have viewed them. Our newspapers and computer screens 
are filled with the images of violence. They are deeply 
disturbing and painful to watch. 
 As a people of faith committed to social justice and 
opposed to racism and violence, we come again to a time 
to examine and set for ourselves specific goals. These 
goals should be a faith statement of witness, advocacy and 
prayer. 
 Therefore, we are called to witness not only as 
faithful disciples but to witness to the world the injustices 
we see and experience. 
 We are called to serve as advocates to our beliefs 
and, in this context, to clearly be an advocate against 
prejudice, hate, racism and violence in any form. 
 We are called to pray. Prayer is powerful. Let us all 
unite in prayer, for much healing is needed. 
 As followers of Christ, we have a sacred calling to 
lead our communities in tearing down the walls that divide 
us. 
 This is our prayer for the people in Charlottesville 
and for the people of our nation and world. 
 I invite you to join with me in supporting Bishop 
Sharma Lewis as she gives leadership to the people of the 
Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church at this 
critical time. 

Grace and peace, 
L. Jonathan Holston 
Resident Bishop 

South Carolina Conference 
The United Methodist Church 

45 Annual Meeting of the  
SC Conference of UMW 

 
 

 Calling all United Methodist 
Women!  You are invited to attend the 
annual meeting of the SC Conference of 
the UMW. This year’s meeting will be 
held Oct 27-28 at Union UMC in Irmo, 
SC .  The theme will be “Harvesting the 
Lord’s Promises”.  
 Registration forms may be found 
at the Welcome Center Table or on the 
web.  Cost is $30.00 and the deadline is 
Oct. 13th.  Make plans now to attend 
this very informative meeting.  

 

Church Office Closed  

September 4
th 

 

In observance of Labor Day  



EPWORTH IS OUR 

MINISTRY!  

 Where do children go when 

DSS has taken them from their families 

because of abuse or neglect? What 

about when a mother is struggling with 

addiction and is neglecting her 

children? Last year 181 of these 

children found refuge in the ministry we 

share as United Methodists in SC. 

Epworth Children’s Home has been 

welcoming children in Christ’s name for 

120 years through the generous 

support of churches like ours! We will 

participate in the annual Work Day 

Offering on Sunday, September 10
th
 , 

to benefit the children who call Epworth 

home. Please be in prayerful 

consideration of what God is calling 

you to give to this valuable and life 

changing ministry. For more 

information about Epworth Children’s 

Home, you can visit them on the web 

at www.epworthchildrenshome.org or 

find them on Facebook.  

 

 On Sept. 17th from 5-7pm, we are Back with a 

Splash!!!  Come one come all…..’cause there will be 

something for everyone!  Bring your own lawn chair and enjoy 

“World Famous Arnold/Wilkes Hamburgers” hot off the grill 

with all the fixings while listening to some “splish-splashy” tunes 

created for us by Anna Kelly.  Then visit the Owen’s Ice Cream 

Shoppe for a delicious and refreshing “one of a kind” 

afternoon treat!  In addition there will be watery activities 

ranging from a Giant Soapy Water Slide to the Kiddie Pools for 

our very young “splashers”.  If you are feeling feisty, have a 

safe, fun water fight at the Wagners’ Wet Sponge 

Station.  Buddy Blackmon is making a Dunkin’ Chair for us, 

and Tommy Sinclair is engineering a Kid Car Wash.  (Don’t 

worry kids if you can’t drive a car yet, because you can bring a 

ride toy or even run right through it!)   

     This event will have something for everyone.  If you are not 

interested in getting wet, Jerry Lipscomb is making a Giant Ker-

plunk Game, or try your hand at one of our other fun “non-

splashy” activities such as the Glenn’s Tarp Target Game or 

the Turner’s Frisbee Tic Tac Toe Game.  Not interested in 

playing….enjoy the fun and food from the comfort of your own 

lawn chair, or just eat and walk around socializing with 

everyone while enjoying a gazillion bubbles made at Judy and 

Sue’s “Gazillion Bubbles” bubble station.  (Children, please 

bring your friends!)  Mark your calendars today! Don’t forget 

your lawn chairs, extra towels, change of clothes, flip flops 

and huge appetite. You don’t want to miss this last bit of 

summer fun with our Grace family!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is for everyone –  
young, older, and in between!   

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

Grace has three wonderful adult Sunday School classes:  The Clyburn Whitener Class, the Upper 

Room Class, and the Young Adult Class.  The Clyburn Whitener Class and the Upper Room Class both have 

class members who rotate teaching lessons using the Cokesbury Adult Bible Series curriculum.  The Young 

Adult Class curriculum is determined by class member suggestions, including video lessons from various 

sources and much discussion from class members.  It is taught by Bob and Fran Love.  All three classes 

welcome all adults, including college students and young couples.  AGE IS JUST A NUMBER!   
 

Youth Sunday School Class  

Our youth from seventh to twelfth grades are encouraged to attend Sunday School and MYF (Methodist 

Youth Fellowship) on Sunday evenings.   
 

 Children’s Sunday School Classes 

We now have a new Sunday School Class for children ages 3 – 5.  Presently, 

we have 3 sweet little members.  The children enjoy a snack, Bible story, songs 

and hands on crafts to help them connect with the story.  Please invite 

any young children to participate in this exciting class.  
 

We also have a Sunday School Class for first – sixth graders.  We are 

completing the curriculum, 13 Very Bad Days and How God Fixed Them 

and will soon begin 13 Very Cool Stories and Why Jesus Told Them.  

We also have snacks and games.  We encourage all children to attend. 
 

A nursery is provided for children up to age 2 during Sunday School and church. 
 

Parents, please bring your children to Sunday School and then enjoy adult interaction in any one of our 3 

adult classes.  Your children will be receiving Christian education as they hear, read and discuss Bible stories 

and concepts and learn to apply them daily.  You will also enhance your own faith and spiritual development 

as you are encouraged to live by God’s word.   One last benefit of attending Sunday School is ……..YOU 

WILL NEVER BE LATE FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICE!  
 

If you have questions, please contact Pastor David Bauknight (803-480-2153), Karen Hibbard (864-426-

1655), Margie Ruff (864-426-2726), or the church office (864-427-1266). 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

 
 

Chancel Choir  
 

Wed.  Sept.  6 7:30 PM 

Wed.  Sept. 13 7:30 PM 

Wed.  Sept. 20 7:30 PM 

Wed.  Sept. 27 7:30 PM 

 

 Bells of Grace 

Sun. Sept. 24 5:45 PM 

Because We Care   

September  
  1 Brad Valentine 
 

 3  Mimi Charles 
 

 5 Mary Finley 
 

 6 Ann G. Nichols 
 

 7 Carolyn Alexander,   

  Raye Hellams 
 

 9 Nancy Mahan, Ruth Roof,  

  Betsy Trakas 
 

 10 Jill Jeter, Sally Palmer 
 

 11 Megan Mathis 
 

 13 Dennis Langley 
 

 14 Helen Jolly, Becca Morrow,   
 

 18 Tommy Sherbert, Neely Swygert 
 

 20 Charlie Kelly 
 

 21 Frank Greene, Peggy Langley 
 

 22 Tommy Sinclair 
 

 23 Mary Brooks, Tommy Garner 
 

 24 Sherry Bauknight, Dawn Fallaw,  

  Bayla Morrow  
 

 26  Mike Cassels , Janet Sherbert,  

  Carson Valentine  
  

 27 Stan James, Virginia Walker 
 

 29 Addison Ivey  
 

 30 Mike Mahan, Ruth Robertson  

  

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Life Line 
Screening will 
again be in 
Union on 

September 29th at Tabernacle Baptist Church.  For 
more information on this important screening, please 
see the Welcome Center Table.  Appointments are 
required. 

 

 

  



 

We are 

deeply 

appreciative for all the recent 

newsletter submissions.  

Please be encouraged to 

continue this trend!  It takes all 

of us working together to have 

the best possible newsletter.  

Deadline for the October 

Grace Messenger will be 

September 20
th 

. 

 

 

 

 
 

Back to School Prayer  

for Your Children and 

Grandchildren  
 

   Father in Heaven, When I'm around my 

friends at church, it's so easy to act like a 

Christian. Then I get back with my school 

friends and I'm like this completely different 

person. I want to keep my faith real this year. 

So please do whatever it takes to help me be 

the same person at school as I am at church. 

In spite of my flaws and the mistakes I make, 

help me to be totally committed to you.  Amen.  

 

 

Attention MCF/Sonshiners!   
Are you ready to “Dig In”? 

 

 Welcome to our 2017 fall season for MCF/Sonshiners.  We will begin 

with a church-wide kick off, Back with a Splash Two, on September 17th. Our 

first meeting will follow on Sept. 24th.  We will continue using our Dig In 

curriculum.  With Dig In, our teachers will be able to login at home to the digital 

“lesson builder” and choose the exact components that adapt to their individual 

teaching style.  

 

2017 MCF/Sonshiners Fall Schedule 
 

Sun Sept. 17, 2017  5:00pm – 7:00pm   Back with a Splash 

Sun Sept. 24, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners  

Sun Oct.    1, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners 

Sun Oct.    8, 2017   3:00pm – 5:00pm   MCF/Sonshiners 

Sun Oct.  15, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners 

Sun Oct.  29, 2017   5:00pm – 6:30pm   Trunk or Treat 

Sun Nov.   5, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners   

Sun Nov. 12, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners   

Sun Nov. 19, 2017 5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners   
 

 Important Notice to MCF/Sonshiner parents: In order to keep our 

children from running out into a dark parking lot alone, we are asking that 

parents drive by the church kitchen doors to pick their children up.  Our 

leaders will attend them until they are safely in the car with their ride home. 



 

Hurricane Harvey:  
How you can help 

 

As the remnants of Hurricane Harvey continue to flood Texas, United 

Methodists across South Carolina and the nation are asking, “What can I do 

to help?”  The United Methodist Committee on Relief exists precisely to 

provide the answer: 

Pray:  Pray for the safety of those affected by the storm, emergency responders, and the Early 

Response Teams, disaster coordinators and many volunteers in The Texas Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church, Río Texas Conference of The 

United Methodist Church and Central Texas Conference, who are working tirelessly to provide relief after 

Harvey. 

Donate financially:  Give to UMCOR’s Advance U.S. Disaster Response, (#901670), which 

allows UMCOR to respond quickly and appropriately to emergencies in the United States, such as what’s 

going on right now in Texas. 

Build and donate relief kits:  Relief-supply kits answer a need for disaster survivors 

while, at the same time, offering an important connection for the giver.  UMCOR provides easy, step-by-step 

instructions for how to assemble: Health kits & Cleaning (flood) bucket kits.   Visit UMCOR.org to find a list of 

items for your kit.  The kits can be delivered to the S.C. Conference Center at 4908 Colonial Drive in 

Columbia.  If you don’t want to build kits yourself, you can help keep relief supplies in stock by making a 

donation to UMCOR’s Material Resources Advance (#901440). 

 

Christian Education  

Sunday 2017 
 

 Christian Education Sunday was a wonderful 

celebration! We started the morning by enjoying a 

delicious breakfast prepared by Brenda Childers and 

her Hostess Committee, followed by recognition of 

all our Christian Educators at Grace. We so 

appreciate each of you! Pastor David prepared a 

meaningful worship service with a Back to School 

theme. Christian Educators were again recognized, 

our third and sixth graders received Bibles, and back 

packs/book bags were blessed. Congratulations to 

our third graders: Ben Balkum, Gage Ham, and 

Bayla Morrow and our sixth graders:  Jake Glenn, Blaze Ham, Alex Wagner and Kameron Zimmerman. 

Pastor David presented a Bible to each of them. We pray this presentation will begin a lifelong habit for each 

child to read and study his Bible and grow in devotion to God’s word.  

http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/ert-needed-4739474
http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/ert-needed-4739474
http://www.louisianadisasterresponse.com/
https://riotexas.org/disaster-response
https://riotexas.org/disaster-response
http://www.ctcumc.org/disasterresponse
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Health
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4908+Colonial+Dr,+Columbia,+SC+29203/@34.0455929,-81.0296217,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88f8a500e93c8a41:0xfdb184910bf5ee7!8m2!3d34.0455929!4d-81.027433
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4908+Colonial+Dr,+Columbia,+SC+29203/@34.0455929,-81.0296217,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88f8a500e93c8a41:0xfdb184910bf5ee7!8m2!3d34.0455929!4d-81.027433
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901440
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Ants on a Log, 3 New Ways 

 

Fill celery stalks with the following: 

1. Guacamole; top with black beans, 

 corn kernels, or both. 

2. Soft cheese; top with chickpeas. 

3. Red-pepper hummus; top with  

  sunflower or pumpkin seeds.  

   

  Back to School with 

GUMCEP  

 GUMCEP is in full swing 
now that the school year has 
begun! We offer classes for 
infants up to Four- Year- Old 
Kindergarten. We also have an 
After School Program for the 
children who attend the local 

schools. This year we began a pick-up at Sims Junior High 
in addition to Monarch, Foster Park and Buffalo Elementary 
Schools. 
 We have many learning activities appropriate for 
each age group planned for the year as well as field trips, 
story time at the Carnegie Library, and parties.  
 We celebrated the Solar Eclipse with a party 
complete with hand painted T- shirts, “moon” pies and “sun” 
chips. 
 GUMCEP has 69 children currently enrolled. Grace 
members are invited to visit to observe the different classes 
and all the ongoing activities. Mrs. Robin Bennett is the 
director of GUMCEP and welcomes visits, questions, and 
yes… even more children! 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

