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From the Pastor  
 
 1968...We had just moved from Oswego to the Leslie area near Rock Hill on a hot June afternoon.  The 
rest of the week we spent trying to find our personal belongings, so we could have some semblance of life.  
Then we’d unpack all the other “Stuff.”   People met us the day we moved in and continued to drop by to meet 
“the new parsonage family,” offering assistance, and bringing food.  It was a rather busy time and then came 
the FIRST SUNDAY.   Our crew climbed in the car, and Daddy drove to the church, a neat well-kept, large 
white wooden structure, and thank goodness there were other children running around the yard.  That was a 
welcome sight for a 13 year old.   
 As we drove in the gravel parking lot folks were standing outside.  By the time we parked they were 
standing near the car to meet us.  Introductions were made, and we were welcomed to the church and 
community several times.  That, too, was a good sign.   
 As we talked, we were ushered into Friendship Church.  The Narthex was welcoming with the usual 
tables with material pertaining to the church and community.  We were greeted by very friendly ushers and 
given bulletins.  Mother then led the way down to the second pew on the right.  A quick glance and it was clear 
that the choir loft was on the left side, the pulpit on the right, and a walkway and door stood on the far right.  
That’s when I saw it, a large piece of white poster paper that apparently had been in place for some time.  But 
the words!  The words sunk in fast and deep.  The handwritten sign stated: “If every member was a member 
like me, what kind of church would this church be?”   I had heard many sermons in my short life, some I 
could remember and many I could not, but the words of that sign had been indelibly printed in my mind.   
Over the past 48 years the words of that handwritten sign have repeatedly prompted and challenged me in many 
aspects of my life.  I believe this was when I realized God was talking to me in preparation for something down 
life’s road.  Through the years it has served as a way to check myself, especially my faith and how I practice it.   
 That question made me think then as it continues to resonate in my mind today: 

     If every member witnessed to others just like me, how many people would be led to a saving  
  relationship with Jesus Christ? 

 If every member gave their tithes and offerings just like me, what would be the financial condition of  
  our church? 

  If every member attended Church and worshiped just like me, how would our attendance be? 
  If every member served just like me, what would the picture of our church’s ministry look like? 

Now, let’s stop for a moment and let these thoughts sink in: 
If every member ’s attitude were like mine…   If every member ’s marriage…   If every member ’s love for their 
child…      If every member ’s home life…     If every member ’s Bible Study time…   If every member ’s prayer life…    
If every member’s testimony…     If every member  invited others to church as often as I did… 

Boy, that one simple question can stop you in your tracks because its applications are endless.  There is not a 
doubt it is convicting.  Instead of using it to condemn myself, I use this question as an inspiration.  It reminds me that I 
play a vital role in the life of my family, my church and my community.  It reminds me that every person around me is 
important, and I have the choice to either inspire them or discourage them.  The decisions I make influence others in 
either good or bad ways.  That question and its prompting definitely sets the pace in determining the outcome for any 
decision I make.   

 You see, it is true that others will follow our lead when they see something positive.  That’s what Christ calls 
out of each of us.  So…take a few moments and ask yourself the question, “If every member were just like me, what 
kind of church would my church be?”   
  Paul reminds us in Galatians 2:20   “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”     
 I pray that this question will not only stick with all who read it but also stick with us in such a way that in every 
decision, we will be led from Christ’s promptings.  He is always calling us to His service, and we have the choice to 
serve with Him or against Him.  I look forward to a growing “cloud of witnesses” as we make a difference in our world 
for HIM!   Pastor David  
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Family Night Supper  

Sept. 28
th

, 6:30 PM 
 

Upper Room  Class  

to Host 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                August 28, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $       386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $       260,342.95 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       236,607.41 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -23,735.54 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       234,679.21 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon,. Sept. 12th 10:00 AM  
  Judy Caston, hostess 
 

 Mon., Sept. 12th, 11 AM  
   

 Wed., Sept. 14th, 6:00 PM  

 

GUMCEP NEWS 
 

 A new year at GUMCEP has 
begun.  The workers are excited as 
well as the children.  Our 2016 – 2017 
calendar has many activities, fun 
things, and lots of learning planned for 
all the classes.  During September, a 
field trip adventure to the Pumpkin 
Patch is planned.  We will also 
sponsor a St. Jude’s Trike-a-Thon to 

raise money for sick children.  Grandparents will be 
invited  to come for Grandparents Day, Sept. 9th .   
GUMCEP will be closed on Monday, Sept. 5th, for Labor 
Day.  Come and visit anytime!     

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Young at Heart will  
meet on Wed., Sept. 14

th
 at 

12 noon at Andy’s . See you 
then! 

 
Superbook Bible App  

for Kids  
with Videos and Games 

 

 Let the Adventure Begin!  
This Free iPad & iPhone Bible 
App, Free Android Bible 

App, Free Kindle Bible App for kids is a media-rich 
experience that helps bring the Bible to life with videos 
and images from the Emmy nominated SUPERBOOK 
animation series as well as engaging interactive games.  
Now featuring full-length, FREE EPISODES from the 
Emmy nominated Superbook series including David and 
Goliath, The Ten Commandments, Daniel and the Lions’ 
Den, and The First Christmas!  Download yours today! 

 

If Jesus tried to feed the 5000 today… :) 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/superbook-kids-bible-videos/id606378030?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/superbook-kids-bible-videos/id606378030?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.cbn.superbook.bible.app.android
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.cbn.superbook.bible.app.android
http://www.amazon.com/Superbook-Kids-Bible-Videos-Games/dp/B00GAGGG42


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Recently, Preston injured his lower back and had to have surgery.  He had complications and had to 
have a second surgery.   Please be in prayer for a speedy recovery and return to Union and his Grace 
family.  Also, be in prayer for our Youth Ministry during this interim. Thanks! 

 
 
 

 Work Day Offering - Sept. 11
th 

 

 EPWORTH IS OUR MINISTRY! Where do children go 

when DSS has taken them from their families because of abuse 

or neglect? What about when a mother is struggling with 

addiction and is neglecting her children? Last year 181 of these 

children found refuge in the ministry we share as United Methodists in SC. Epworth Children’s Home has been 

welcoming children in Christ’s name for 120 years through the generous support of churches like ours! We will 

participate in the annual Work Day Offering on Sunday, September 11
th
, to benefit the children who call Epworth home. 

Please be in prayerful consideration of what God is calling you to give to this valuable and life changing ministry.  

 

Welcome Back MCF/Sonshiners!  Let’s “Dig In” 
 

 We are so excited about welcoming back our MCF/
Sonshiners for the 2016 Fall season!  After “kicking off” with a church
-wide Back with a Splash event, our first regular session will begin on 
9/25 from 5-6:30pm.  On this day, we will begin a new curriculum 
called Dig In by Group.  With DIG IN our teachers will be able to log 
in at home to the digital "lesson builder" and choose the exact com-
ponents that adapt to their individual teaching style.   

This curriculum is designed to ... 
 

 succeed in every class format 
 easily flex to match classroom time 
 offer lesson activities tailor-fit for each teacher’s natural gifts...and 
 automatically adjust to the unique children’s ministry culture! 

 

We will offer a short tutorial showcasing how easy it is to log on, chose and print lessons.  Our prayer 
is that the children leave each week with a rock solid foundation of Biblical truths. 

2016 MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars Fall Schedule 
 

Sun Sep 18, 2016          5:00pm – 7:00pm Back with a Splash 
Sun Sep 25, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars  
Sun Oct    2, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars 
Sun Oct    9, 2016             3:00pm – 5:00pm Christian Magic Show at Fosters Chapel 
Sun Oct  16, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars   
Sun Nov   6, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars   
Sun Nov 13, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars   
Sun Nov 20, 2016   5:00pm – 6:30pm MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars   
 

Important Notice to MCF/Sonhiner parents: In order to keep our children from running out into a dark parking 
lot alone, we are asking that parents drive by the church kitchen doors to pick their children up.  Our leaders 
will attend them until they are safely in the car with their ride home. 



 
 

Chancel Choir  
 

Wed., Sept.   7 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Sept. 14 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Sept. 21 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Sept. 28 – 7:30pm 

 
 

Bells of Grace 
 

Bells of Grace rehearsals will resume 
on Sunday, Sept. 25

th
 at 5:45pm. 

  

 

 

District Lay Speaking Classes Offered 
 

 The Fall Session of Lay Speaking Classes will be offered on September 11th, 
18th and Oct. 2nd at St. Luke UMC in Spartanburg.  The following courses will be 
offered: Basic with Terry Sturgill, Go Preach with Rev. Richard Lewis, Living Our 
Beliefs with Eunice White and Let the Whole Church Say Amen (Prayer) and Polity 
with Rev. Richard Lewis.  If you are interested in taking a class, please see the 
Welcome Center Table for a registration form.  Deadline is Sept. 3.  

 

 

Elevate: A Good “Switch” for Children’s Church 
 

     Our previous creative and contemporary Elevate Sunday School 
Curriculum is being “switched” to Children’s Church curriculum.  We believe 
it will be a “good fit”.  Elevate Kids is a comprehensive, easy-to-use 
curriculum designed for children in grades K-5 and will take children on a 
fun journey of biblical learning.   
  

Elevate Kids: 
 has the flexibility to be performed live or watched on DVD. 
 works in a variety of settings, including classrooms, children's worship or mid-week discipleship. 
 utilizes fantastic animations, music and graphics to help you teach the lesson. 
 teaches children how to apply Bible concepts and stories to their everyday lives. 
 provides a filmed example of every element of each lesson. 
 allows your children's church to be fresh and new every 8 weeks with each fun theme. 
 provides easy DVD training for your volunteers. 
 

We still need Disciple Makers for our Children’s Church!  With Elevate, it ’s so EASY.  Most of the 
teaching is already done on videos for you.  The speaking parts can be read.  Don’t worry, we’ll show you 
how.  We’ll even email this lesson to you and put a hard copy and the base pack in the curriculum box.  You 
can do it! 



 

  

 

 On Sept. 18th from 5-7pm, we are Back with a 
Splash!!!  Come one come all…..’cause there will be 
something for everyone!  Bring your own lawn chair and 
enjoy “World Famous Arnold/Wilkes Hamburgers” hot 
off the grill with all the fixings while listening to some “splish-
splashy” tunes created for us by Anna Kelly.  Then visit the 
Owen’s Ice Cream Shoppe for a delicious and 
refreshing “one of a kind” afternoon treat!  In addition there 
will be watery activities ranging from a Giant Soapy Water 
Slide to the Balkum Kiddie Pools for our very young 
“splashers”.  Try your batting skills at the Youth’s Water 
Balloon Target and Batting Station, or, if you are feeling 
feisty, have a safe, fun water fight at the Wagners’ Wet 
Sponge Station.  Buddy Blackmon is making a Dunkin’ 
Chair for us, and Tommy Sinclair is engineering a Kid 
Car Wash.  (Don’t worry kids if you can’t drive a car yet, 
because you can bring a ride toy or even run right through 
it!)   
     This event will have something for everyone.  If you are 
not interested in getting wet, Jerry Lipscomb is making a 
Giant Ker-plunk Game, or try your hand at one of our 
other fun “non-splashy” activities such as the Glenn’s Tarp 
Target Game or the Turner’s Frisbee Tic Tac Toe 
Game.  Not interested in playing….enjoy the fun and food 
from the comfort of your own lawn chair, or just eat and walk 
around socializing with everyone while enjoying a gazillion 
bubbles made at Judy and Sue’s “Gazillion Bubbles” 
bubble station.  Lastly, Margie and Karen, will have a 
“sweet” surprise in store for the all children as they leave. 
(Children, please bring your friends!)  Mark your 
calendars today! Don’t forget your lawn chairs, extra 
towels, change of clothes, flip flops and huge appetite. You 
don’t want to miss this last bit of summer fun with our Grace 
family!  

Christian 
Music Day  

at Carowinds 
 

 Make sure 
you get your tickets 
to Christian Music 
Day featuring 
TobyMac, Chris 
Tomlin, Lauren 
Daigle, and more! 
You are not going to want to miss this 
incredible event!  The event is Saturday, 
Sep 24 2016, 4:00 PM at  Carowinds on 
14523 Carowinds Blvd. Charlotte, NC 
28273  

For more information visit: http://
www.christianmusicday.com/ 

http://www.christianmusicday.com/
http://www.christianmusicday.com/


 
 
 
 

FAMILY FUN  

WITH  A GREAT 

MESSAGE FOR 

EVERYONE!    

October 9, 2016 3 - 5PM  

Foster's Chapel UMC  
 

 Let us train ourselves to speak 

God's Word.    In Mark 11:23, Jesus 

tells us we can have what we say if 

what we say comes from faith in our 

hearts.   Many times we allow the 

enemy to program our minds and instead of resisting him, we sort of buddy up with him, and talk a negative 

language.   Let us all train ourselves to speak God's Word out loud daily for He will honor that so much 

more.   
Life Is NOT A Game.   Life Is NOT A Trick.     Life Is NOT An Illusion.      

Life Is VERY REAL AND We Must Live It Like The Bible Says!   

Discerning the Voice of 
God Bible Study by 

Patricia Shirer 
 

 Having a hard time knowing 
what God is saying versus what 
others are saying? This Bible study is 
designed to help you know the voice 
of God: His language, character, and 
tone of voice. By growing closer to 
God through His Word, participants 
will be able to discern God's voice from the voice of 
strangers. 
 We are so delighted that Patti Lemaster has 
graciously agreed to share her gift of teaching  by 
presenting this six week Bible study entitled 
Discerning the Voice of God – How to Recognize 
when God Speaks.  This six-week Bible study meets 
weekly and starts on Wednesday, September 14th 
from 10-11:30am.  If you are interested in 
purchasing a workbook (not mandatory) for $12.99, 
please contact Patti at 864-426-0563. 

About the author 
 The daughter of Dr. Tony Evans, Priscilla 
Shirer, (born December 31, 1974) is an African 
American speaker, author and actress. She has 
spent more than a decade addressing 
major corporations, organizations, 
and Christian audiences across the United States 
and around the world. Most recently she has focused 
on teaching the Bible to women through 
an expository teaching style. In 2015, she starred in 
the Kendrick Brothers film War Room. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Evans_(radio)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expository_preaching


 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Park Place, Spbg.:  JoAnn Cordell 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 

Because We Care  
 

 

   September 
  

  1 Brad Valentine 
 

 3 Mimi Keith 
 

 5 Mary Finley,  

  Lisa Mahan 
  

 6 Ann G. Nichols 
 

 7 Carolyn Alexander, Raye Hellams 
 

 9 Nancy Mahan, Ruth Roof,  

  Betsy Trakas 
 

 10 Jill Jeter, Sally Palmer 
 

 13 Dennis Langley  

 

 14 Helen Jolly, Becca Morrow 
 

 18 Tommy Sherbert, Neely Swygert 
 

 20 Charlie Kelly  
 

 21 Frank Greene, Peggy Langley 
  

 22 Tommy Sinclair 
 

  23 Mary Brooks  
   

 24 Sherry Bauknight, Dawn Fallaw,  

  Bayla Morrow  
 

 26 Mike Cassels, Janet Sherbert,  

  Carson Valentine 
 

  27 Stan James, Virginia Walker 
 

 29 Addison Ivey 
 

 30 Mike Mahan, Ruth Robertson 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the October Grace 

Messenger will be September 21th . 

 

Church Office 

Closed  

In observance of 

Labor Day  

September 5th  

 O God, our times are in Your 

hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

Your servants  who have birthdays 

this month as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in 

wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Back to School 
Prayer  

for Your Children 
and Grandchildren  

 

  
            Father in Heaven, When I'm around my 
friends at church, it's so easy to act like a Christian. 
Then I get back with my school friends and I'm like this 
completely different person. I want to keep my faith real 
this year. So please do whatever it takes to help me be 
the same person at school as I am at church. In spite 
of my flaws and the mistakes I make, help me to be 
totally committed to you.  Amen.  



 
Will you become a Disciple Maker  

in our Children’s Ministries?   
(It’s easy!) 

 
 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  

 What a privilege it is to serve our Lord Jesus Christ in such wonderful ways here at Grace!  We 
currently have multiple opportunities as we fulfill Jesus’ call to make disciples.  At the present we are 
seeking disciple makers/servants in our Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday School areas.  We 
are no longer volunteers because we have committed to serve to Him.  
 A disciple maker is one who serves out of a heart like Jesus, and since He is our Lord, we 
imitate all he did.  As Jesus prepared the original disciples for his departure, he gave them one more 
lesson about what it means to follow him in service (John 13), by washing their feet. You see, this is 
what disciples do….they serve, and serve willingly.  Serving is intrinsic to their identity as disciples, so 
they don’t question whether they will serve; they simply do. 
 Please consider this need within our church.  We have a very large number of people who can 
serve in this important ministry!  Please let Margie Ruff 864-426-2726 or Karen Hibbard 864-426-
1655 know if you are willing to serve on our Children’s Church Ministry Teams.  Thank you for caring 
about our precious children!  
 

 Thank you in advance for your dedication, 
     Pastor David 

Our new Sunday School Curriculum starting 9/04 is:  

  13 Very Big Mistakes and What God Did About Them 
 

 In this series of lessons, kids will discover how to avoid making big mistakes, and 
along the way grow closer to the God who loves them—no matter what!  This curriculum 
offers easy–to–lead sessions to keep kids engaged, entertained, and growing in their 
faith!  
Each session is: 
 

Flexible - adaptable for 2 to 12 children 
Multi - aged - because you’re never sure who’ll show up 
Low - prep - using supplies from your kitchen, office, or  garage 
Minutes of fun - with time - stretchers to fill an hour 
 

 We still need more Disciple Makers for Sunday School!  We are setting every-

thing up to scan and email the lessons each week. Hard copies will also be available in 

the curriculum drop box.  Anyone can teach this!  You can do it! 

 

GREAT NEWS FOR OUR GEMS/STARS!!! 
 

 As we prepare for our Sunday Evening Class Time, Pastor David is offering 
Confirmation Class to those who would like a growing relationship with God, and 
what it means to be a part of the church.  We will look at the different seasons of the 
church calendar (like Advent, Lent, Pentecost, etc) and how they relate to our lives 
and our spiritual development.  Each week we’ll share in a learning experience, a fun 
project, snacks and talk time.   
 Mark your calendars now because we will also plan to go to Lake Junaluska 

(November 4-6, 2016) for a weekend trip.  There we’ll enjoy a jam packed time with music by a local band, 
great instructors, visiting the World Methodist Museum and the South East Jurisdictional Museum, and free 
time to enjoy the lake.  

Plan now to bring your Bible, and let’s have a wonderful time learning about God’s awesome love.  
We look forward to this opportunity as we grow to BECOME the church of Jesus Christ. 

tel:864-426-2726
tel:864-426-1655
tel:864-426-1655


 

South Carolina Bishops' Public Education Initiative 
 

August 2, 2016  
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 

We are aware that many of you have supported public education through your parishes for  
years. We are grateful for all you do. This work has long been a passion of ours as well.  
 
In April of 2014 we officially announced our intention to support vibrant public education for all  
in South Carolina via a joint pastoral letter. This work is called the SC Bishops' Public 
Education Initiative. Follow this link: http://bishopseducation.com/about/bishops-statement-on-
public-education/   

 

This Initiative has two areas of focus: calling as many of our congregations and members as possible into  
direct relationships with the schools near them and using our office to advocate for legislative and policy  
decisions that will improve public education. This is our moral responsibility.  
In the summer of 2014 the Reverend Susan Heath became the Coordinator of this Initiative. Previously,  
many of our congregations participated in a survey indicating their work in public education. She used  
that survey to begin making contacts and to assess what various churches were doing, We are aware that  
many of you are doing work not reflected in this survey, so it is time to issue another one. This updated  
information will allow us to take stock of how we are doing and sharpen our strategies going forward.  
Please follow this link:  https://uppersc.wufoo.com/forms/zhxx1uc16gsg2o/  to complete the electronic 
survey. We would like to have your completed survey by September 15th.  
 

Many of you already bless the students and educators, many others collect school supplies and backpacks 
to be distributed to children in need when school starts. We encourage every church to bring the needs of 
public education into worship. Attached are some worship resources https://issuu.com/
episcopaldioceseofuppersouthcarolin/docs/back_to_school_resources_from_the_s/1 
from all of our denominations for your use. We hope these will be helpful to those of you who are 
considering similar work.  
 

Finally, we are delighted to announce the keynote speaker for the Bishops' Dialogue this year is Dr.  
Freeman Hrabowski, President of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. Dr. Hrabowski has been  
named one of the 100 Most Influential People in the World and one of the 10 Best College Presidents by  

He has much to offer to our conversation about excellent education.  
The dialogue is open to all. We encourage you to be in prayer about the people in your congregations  
you wish to invite. Please plan to join us at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral on October 12 for this event. Follow  
this link for registration information:  https://uppersc.wufoo.com/forms/z1kgxgrz1iobbym/ .  We plan to share 
the results from the survey at this event.  
 

Again and always thank you for all you do.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

http://bishopseducation.com/about/bishops-statement-on-public-education/
http://bishopseducation.com/about/bishops-statement-on-public-education/
https://uppersc.wufoo.com/forms/zhxx1uc16gsg2o/
https://issuu.com/episcopaldioceseofuppersouthcarolin/docs/back_to_school_resources_from_the_s/1
https://issuu.com/episcopaldioceseofuppersouthcarolin/docs/back_to_school_resources_from_the_s/1
https://uppersc.wufoo.com/forms/z1kgxgrz1iobbym/


 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

Do You Have the Seeds of a New Ministry 
Sprouting in Your Heart? 

 

 It takes an entire church seeking and praying for God’s direction to 
birth new ministries the way God intended.  If God is laying on your heart the 
conviction of beginning a new ministry, please fill out the New Ministry Form 
available on the Welcome Table.  We are delighted to help encourage and 
publicize through newsletters and bulletins your ministry calling in order to 
help discern if God is calling others to the same ministry. (Some churches 
have been amazed that through prayer God has already been speaking to 
many different hearts about the very same ideas!) If it is a work of God’s 
heart, He will stir other hearts to join His! The most faithful churches we 
know openly encourage this method of “birthing” new ministries to their 
congregations. In order to help support and equip new ministries, they offer a 

New Ministry Form requesting the following type of information listed below. 
1) Date 2) Person being called 3) Phone 4) E-mail 5) Proposed name for the ministry 6) Who has agreed to 
lead this ministry (if other than yourself)? 7) What is the mission statement/purpose of the ministry? 8) What 
activities will the ministry be doing? 9) What kind of space will you need? 10) How often does the ministry 
plan to meet? 11) Date ministry would like to begin meeting 12) Date ministry would likely end 13) How many 
people are being called to this ministry? (We can ask this in our weekly bulletins and during announcements.) 
14) What other information would you like in the bulletin? 15) Additional information that would be helpful to 
promote this ministry for placement in the monthly newsletter and on our website. 
 Please begin praying today about your role in “sprouting” new ministries at Grace that God has 
already stirred within your heart through prayer! 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

