
 

  

          
“Thumping” 

                      Some years ago, I took a pottery-making class. In one of the classes the instructor told us that when we  
                are baking the clay item, we were to periodically pull the piece out of the oven and thump it to make sure it  
                was solid. He said, “If it ‘sings,’ it’s ready. If it ‘thuds,’ put it back in the oven.”  I wonder, “How many of  
                us feel like we have been thumped lately?” 
                     A couple of weeks ago, Sherry and I were getting things ready to meet Mrs. Donna, Sheryl, and their  
                family for Mr. Bill’s burial at Arlington National Cemetery.  We had been busy getting everything ready  
                and at the same time we had several other things we had to do.  Finally, checklists were completed, and we  
                were on the road. The first day went very well, even with the Charlotte traffic.  The campsite that evening  
                was wonderful, and the setting was perfect for a little relaxation.  The next morning, we packed things up  
                and hit the road.  In the back of my mind something just did not seem right, but I could not put my finger on 
                it.  We were cruising up I-81 and then, in the blink of an eye, I realized what did not seem right.  The truck 
wobbled a little bit.  As I began to slow down, white smoke billowed up and the flapping noise grew intensely louder.  
I immediately pulled off the road, to make sure we were safe.  Catching our breath, we noticed the truck was sitting at 
a strange angle, and it did not take a genius to figure out why.  It was a blown tire.  That is when I then realized what 
did not seem right. When we left earlier that morning and got on the smooth Interstate, there was a slight, almost in-
distinguishable, “thump, thump.”  I could sense it but not really hear it.  As we traveled, whatever caused that thump, 
destroyed the tire.    
     I wonder how many of us have been “thumped” lately? You see, our character is also checked by thumping. Coro-
navirus causing us angst?  Are politics getting under our skin?  Did work cut back?  That unwanted late-night phone 
call?  Going back to school?  Burnt meals?  Can’t quite understand the “why’s” of current times? Those are all 
thumps.  They are those irritating inconveniences that trigger the worst in us.  They catch us off guard and make us 
wonder.  They are not big enough to be crises, but if we get enough of them, watch out! Traffic jams.  Long lines.  
Empty mailboxes.  Dirty clothes on the floor.  Even as I write this, I am being thumped. “Gotta get this 
done!”  Thump!  “What is going on with this?”  Thump!  “I can’t believe I forgot to do that!”  Thump!  When these 
happen, how do I respond?  Do I sing?  Or do I thud?  How about you? 
     Jesus said that out of the nature of the heart a man speaks (Luke 6:45).  There is nothing like a good thump to re-
veal the nature of a heart.  The true character of a person is seen not in momentary heroics but the thump-packed 
humdrum of day-to-day living. 
     As a reminder to all of us, if we tend to thud more than we sing, take heart.  The true character of a person is seen 
not in momentary heroics but the thump-packed humdrum of day-to-day living. 
     Thank goodness there is hope for us “thudders.”  First, we begin by thanking God for thumps.  I do not mean a half
-hearted “thank-you.”  I mean a jump-for-joy, rejoicing kind of “THANK-YOU” from the bottom of our heart (James 
1:2).  We need to always remember that God is allowing a little thumping, and He is doing it for our good.  So, every 
thump is a reminder that God is molding us (Hebrews 12:5-8).  Second, let us learn from each thump.  You see, none 
of us are “thump-proof.”  We are going to be tested from now on, so let us learn from the thumps because we cannot 
avoid them.  Let us look at each inconvenience as an opportunity to develop patience and persistence.  Each thump 
will help us or hurt us, depending on how we use it.  And third, let us be aware of “thump-slump” times.  Know your 
pressure periods.  For me, Mondays are infamous for causing thump-slumps.  Fridays can be just as bad.  (In fact, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday present their own “thumps”).  For all of us, there are times during the week when 
we can anticipate an unusual amount of thumping.  And the best way to handle thump-slump times is head-on.    
     You see, we can bolster ourselves with God’s gift of prayer, patience, and perseverance.  In other words, never 
give up and remember, no thump is disastrous.  All thumps work for good as we are loving and obeying 
God. (Romans 8:28 David’s version)  WOW!  I am thankful that God knows I still need some “thumping!”  

                                                                                                                                       Pastor David � . 
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Offering Report as of              September 27, 2020                                   

2020  Budget:  $       379,325.00                              

Needed for 2020 Budget YTD: $       284,493.75 

Budget Rec’d YTD:                $       240,075.16  

Surplus/Deficit YTD:                  $        -44,418.59 

Weekly Offering Needed:                   $           7,294.71  
    
    

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
   Sincerely, Pastor David 
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 There are two ways to continue  
tithing during this time: mail to  
the church or use Vanco (Grace UMC 
QR Code for online giving on left) 

UMW NEWS 

No Meetings until 

It’s Deemed Safe 

It is possible to have meetings via ZOOM if your  

circle so wishes. Please ask Dale Goff for details 

and setting up at goffd@bellsouth.net or 864-426-

2037. 

     Yes, we all miss our Young at Heart lunches and 

anticipate rekindling the food, fun, and fellowship at 

Andy’s of Buffalo. But, until we know that it is safe and 

this current situation is behind us, we will continue to 

hold off meeting for awhile. Don’t be discouraged. We 

will be back! 

     Oh, if only we could walk into the 

Fellowship Hall and see and smell 

all those wonderfully tasty dishes 

everyone has brought for our Wednesday Family Night 

Suppers! We miss the fellowship, the fun and entertaining 

conversation, the desserts! Unfortunately, until the situa-

tion we are currently in starts to resolve itself, we will be 

unable to do so. Therefore, have a family meal together 

and say a blessing, including those we miss seeing, every 

Wednesday.  

Family Night  
Suppers  

Please honor your 2020 pledge and send  
it in before the end of November. Call your 
circle treasurer for your current pledge 
owed: 
Lucy Lee Shuler -  Francis J. Adams 
                              864-426-3226 
Circle of Hope -     Cathy Staniewicz 
                              864-441-0026 
Johnnie Sanders - Mary Lou Gregory 
                              864-274-7168 
Mail to:  (Add circle you belong to) 
       Fran Love 
       109 Carter Street 
       Union, SC 29379. 
*If you feel the spirit telling you to send in 
more than your original pledge amount, it 
would be greatly appreciated!  
                  Thank You, Judy Caston 

New Office Hours 

“Yah, We’re Back” 

We are back to work on an 

altered schedule while we 

wait for this pandemic to be 

behind us. We are not OPEN, but if you need to 

come by, we respectfully ask that you ring the 

doorbell and wait for assistance. There are also the 

precaution requirements we ask you to heed. 

Office Days/Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday  10:00 am-2:00pm 

                     

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

      
     NHN continues to help build ramps 

and porches for those in need. They 

work one Saturday a month and meet 

in Grace’s parking lot at 8:00 am. 

There is always plenty of work to be done. Plan to come out 

and help. They would be glad to see you. David Turner, 

treasurer, thanks everyone for their continuing support of 

this ministry. Call David at 864-427-5571 or e-mail at 

icarve@bellsouth.net if you are interested in helping. 



 
Heartland Residential: Mary Jo Rogers 

Ellen Sagar:  Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg: Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.: Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:   James and Ruth Roof 

    Barbara Rippy 

    Peggy Langley 

Inverness, Sptbg.:  Hazel Howell 

Cumberland Village,  

Aiken:   Carolyn and  

    Johnny Turner 

   

 

  

Because We Care   

  

 

.Women…We Need a Bible 
Study 

Francs Adams and Sally Palmer have 
offered to help set up a Bible study that 

would last from 4-6 weeks. Dale Goff will make the 
arrangements on ZOOM. If you have not ZOOMed yet, 
you’re in for a treat. Both Sally and Frances are 
enthusiastic about this and invite all of Grace’s women to 
participate. Depending on the response, they will then 
move forward so that the study will take place before 
Christmas. Please contact either Sally Palmer at 864-429
-6365 or Frances Adams at 864-427-3333. 

Grace’s MESSENGER 

I am always looking for newsletter arti-

cles and pictures.  Please consider 

sending in noteworthy information to me 

at: mail@graceunion.org. It takes all of 

us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the 

November Grace Messenger will be 

October 21st.  REMEMBER: Send in your admissions by 

the middle of the month!   

    4 Mary Jane Cunningham,  
  Bill Galloway, Jennifer McGee, 
       Tommy Sinclair  
 

    7 Ryleigh McKinna Kelly 
 

 8 Kevin Brooks, Kathy Sinclair (J),  
  Carolyn Turner 
 

 9 Johnny Turner 
  

 10 Philip Arnold, John James 
 

 17 Frank Hart 
 

 18 Tina Parlier 
 

 20 Jane Wilkes  
  

 28 Haley Jolly 
 

 

 
   There will continue to be no choir 

and handbells rehearsals during 

this COVID-19 pandemic. Studies 

have shown that singing can force 

out air that could lead to spreading 

the virus and handling of the bells 

could also spread the virus. There-

fore, there will be no rehearsals un-

til it has been decided it is safe to 

resume.  

Chancel Choir  
and  

Bells of Grace 

 

 



 
SECRET SANTA 

I can hear it now. “What? The leaves and  

heat haven’t changed yet!” Yes, every 

October 1st the process starts. But, do 

you realize what all goes into making Se-

cret Santa successful year after year? And, this year they 

have to work with COVID-19 precautions! Brooke and 

Brad Valentine, chairmen, have already been planning. 

Applications will be picked up at the church this year due 

to the DSS building being closed to visitors. Volunteers 

will be at the Educational Building side entrance to hand 

out applications as parents drive through the parking lot. 

There will be three different dates and times where par-

ents can drive through: 

     Saturday, October 3 from 10am to 12pm 

     Wednesday, October 7 from 5pm to 7pm 

     Saturday, October 10 from 12pm to 2pm 

These applications will be returned via mail or drop-off to 

a locked mailbox at Grace. An electronic form is also 

available. DSS will still check our applications for accura-

cy. Sponsor letters will be addressed and sent at the end 

of October. Applications and sponsoring requests will be 

accepted and entered into the Secret Santa system. Par-

ent letters and instructions will be addressed and mailed 

at the end of November. Sponsors will be able to drop-off 

their packages during new office hours due to this current 

situation. On give-out Tuesday morning another drive-

through will occur. The parents will come to pick up their 

child’s package, but remain in their car. Packages  will be 

delivered to the parents’ cars. There is always a way for 

you to help. Just ask Brad or Brooke “What can we do?” 

Call Brooke or Brad at 864-426-0983 to volunteer. This 

year may be different, but with every one helping to make 

it happen, we will again be able to say we had every child 

sponsored. I know that’s possible, because...  

“GRACE IS AMAZING”! 

 

 

     

 

      
Girl Scouts Create “Learning Lodge” 

   At Monarch Elementary School 

     Both Calee Childers and Sarah Paige Glenn, members of 

Girl Scout Troop 1661 in Lockhart, enjoyed the learning ex-

perience of creating the “Learning Lodge” outdoor class-

room at Monarch Elementary School. This was a Girl 

Scouts Silver Award Project that Calee and Sarah Paige 

took on this summer. The Silver Award is the highest award 

achievable for a girl scout in their age category. Both are 

very creative and wanted to do something that would be 

giving back to the community. Their project required being 

sustainable and making a huge impact. With that in mind, 

they chose to build their “Learning Lodge” at MES, where 

they were former students, and designed the layout so the 

students would be socially distanced while being in a color-

ful and exciting place to learn outdoors. They created seats 

from old telephone poles and painted each one differently. 

With several pallets they used colored bowls to create flow-

ers and painted the background. There is a teacher’s chair, 

also. With help from family, friends, and Sanders Garden 

Center, the dream they had came to fruition. Monarch is so 

excited about this project and says every classroom is 

wanting to use it. Others have asked how they could get a 

“Learning Lodge”. Sarah Paige is the daughter of John and 

April Glenn, Grace members. Calee is the daughter of Ja-

son and Catherine Childers.  

   What a wonderful way to    

give back, girls!! 

Philip Arnold is taking pre-orders for trees and 

wreaths again this year. The trees come in different heights 

and the wreaths are all the same large size as last year.  

Orders can be made until November 1, 2020. Don’t wait 

until it’s too late! These trees and wreaths are very nice. 

To order, contact him at 803-530-3827 or email at  

tparnold@charter.net.  

Christmas Trees and Wreaths 

By Pre-Order 

Grace is Opening 
Its Doors For 

Worship Service 

     Grace is glad to welcome everyone home to in-

person worship in the Fellowship Hall beginning 

Sunday, October 18, 2020. The double doors next 

to the kitchen will be the only entrance open and 

they will open at 10:30 am before the 11:00 am ser-

vice. The service will last 30-40 minutes. The guide-

lines for attending the service are outlined at the 

end of this newsletter.  

     There will be no Sunday School or other spon-

sored in-person activities at this time.  



 

 

 

, 



 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS September - 

October 2020 AVAILABLE 

Copies of the September/October Upper Room are 
still available in the church office. If you would like to 
pick up a copy, please ring the doorbell during office 
hours and we will gladly bring one out to you! They 
will also be available for pick up at our first in – 
person worship service on Sunday, October 18, 
2020. 

 

 

     Grace would like to communicate with our high 

school and college students. Please send their e-mail 

address and school addresses, if in college, to 

mail@graceunion.org or call the office at 864-427-

1266. We want our future leaders of the church to stay 

informed of what’s happening at Grace. This would in-

clude the newsletter and student related information.  

Calling All High School  

and College Students 

 



 

Abigail McCullough  

Valentine 

Softball 

Mimi Keith Charles as an infant! 

Mary Katherine James 
and Julia Bailey 

UNION COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
Varsity Tennis 

Look What We Found?  



 

Rev. David Bauknight 

    
WELCOME  
BACK TO 

GRACE UMC 
 

Re-Opening Guidelines 
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 South Church Street 
Union, South Carolina 29379 



 
 

 
 
These guidelines are to assist with the current Covid-19 situation.  We will continually review and update these 
guidelines as needed.  New guidelines will be developed and communicated according to the factors at hand.  Al-
ways check our webpage (GraceUnion.org) for the most up to date information.  Covid-19 is a real issue and we 
take it very serious.  We ask that each person who desires to attend to be responsible in following all guidelines.  
This, we pray, will assist in caring for one another and ensuring the safety of every person.  
 

Welcome Back and Welcome Home! 
  

We are so glad to welcome you home to in-person worship in our Fellowship Hall.  This is an exciting time!  “Coming 
Home” will not be the same as we left it back in March of this year.  There will be new ways of being together and 
this is a start.  We know you will be flexible and patient with each person who gathers as we come back to in-
person worship.  Currently, we ask for an extra helping of patience and grace as we work to ensure the safety for 
everyone. 
 

These guidelines pertain to our in-person worship only.  We will not provide Sunday School or other Church  spon-
sored in-person activities at this time. 
 

Please know that not everyone is ready to return to in-person worship.  Always remember we love you and you will 
always be a part of the Grace family.  We completely understand and honor your decision.  We will hold you in 
prayer as we also ask your prayers for those who are attending.  You can continue to watch the service now on live 
stream at the appointed time for worship.  These services will also be available on Facebook and YouTube as we 
have been doing for the past six months.  If we can assist you, please do not hesitate to call the church office at 864
-427-1266. 
 

Live-stream worship will be at 11:00 am.  You can watch our services “live” each Sunday or watch past services on 
Facebook at Grace United Methodist Church, Union, SC. or on the church website at Grace UMC Union.org. 
 

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 
 

PLEASE- If you have Covid-19 symptoms or have been around someone who does – stay home!  
To protect others, we ask that you please attend church live-stream on the internet and return when you do not 
have symptoms.  (Please see the Church Covid-19 policy on the last page) 
 

Again, note that these guidelines are temporary!  Knowing that things change, these guidelines will also change as 
our situation changes and new information becomes available.  Until things are “Back to Normal” please know we 
will be updating these guidelines, as necessary.   For now, do not lose focus: Do no Harm, Do Good, and Stay in love 
with God.  Let’s be of service to all in need (as we follow Covid-19 Safety Practices). 
 

A note for parents/grandparents: Please talk to your children/grandchildren about the importance of wearing 
masks, social-distancing and washing hands.  Also, show by example how to respect others by not approaching oth-
ers unexpectedly, but to social distance.  Always keep your children/grandchildren with you (before, during and 
after the service). We have a great opportunity to lead by example as we protect one another. 
 

AS YOU ARRIVE 
 

We are following the current guidelines to minimize the spread of Covid-19.  Please be patient.  You will encounter 
new ways of being together for worship.   
 

When you arrive in the parking lot there are a few reminders: wear your mask, greet one another and social dis-
tance.  We want to ensure each person’s safety. 

Welcome back to Grace UMC 
Re-opening Guidelines 



A “Welcome Table” just inside the doors will be available to assist as we enter and are prepared for worship.   
 

Doors will be open 30 minutes before the service.  To keep everyone as safe as possible, please allow a few extra 
minutes to enter the building.  Blue lines help us maintain the correct distance.  Your patience is appreciated in 
advance. 
 

Where to enter the Education Building.  Currently, the double doors by the kitchen will be the entrance doors we 
will use.  In the event of inclement weather, we will adjust so no one has the wait in the rain or cold weather.  
Watch for signs about another or an additional entrance.  Always maintain social distancing. 
 

All participants and volunteers are required to wear masks.  We know there are many different feelings about this 
issue, yet our stance is that we will do everything possible to keep everyone as safe as possible in our setting, so 
please wear your mask. 
 

Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.   We kindly ask that you bring your own mask if possible.  We will have 
masks and hand sanitizer at the welcome tables.   
 

There will be social distancing lines for you to follow.  Please use the blue lines to help your family and you main-
tain a safe social distance from others.  
 

We will be taking the temperature of all participants and volunteers.  To ensure the safety of all, we will be taking 
the temperature of everyone entering the building with a “no-touch” thermometer.  If your temperature is over 
100.4, we politely ask you to return home until you are sure you are well.  Please help us protect one another. 
 

You will be asked to sign-in to track attendance.  We want to keep a confidential record of all who attends our ser-
vice, just in case of an emergency.  When you enter please go to the Welcome Table and the attendant will get 
your name and  phone number.   Again, please be patient as we are working to keep everything as safe as possible 
and accomplish numerous tasks. 
 

GETTING SEATED 
 

The seating in the Fellowship Hall is designed to maintain social distancing.   
 

Our Greeters/Ushers will escort you to your seat.  Our goal is to ensure the safety of each person.  Please accept 
the seat given.  Families (residing in the same home) may move their chairs closer if you like.   
 

For those of us who have incontinence issues, we ask you to sit in the seats on the sides of the Fellowship Hall to 
ensure social distancing in the event of a restroom break.   
There will be no bulletins, hymnals, or any paper products in the Fellowship Hall.  Announcements will be dis-
played on the overhead screen as well as Scripture passages and will also be on the website. 
 

Please respect the safety of each person in our gathering by following the social distancing guidelines. 
 

Giving our tithe and offering.  There will be offering plates by the door as you leave the service.  You can also set 
up an automatic payment through your bank, or mail them to: Grace UMC, 201 South Church Street, Union, SC 
29379.  You can drop them off at the church in the mail drop near the Office door anytime.   
 

AS WE WORSHIP 
 

For the time being our worship time will be different from our normal services.   We ask everyone to refrain     
from any verbal singing at this time, except for the silent singing with joy from our hearts.  We will have 

special music with singing projected on the overhead screen.   
 

There will be no greeting time.  As we maintain social distancing, please remain in your seat unless you must leave 
the service for any emergency.   



Communion is an extremely important part of our faith.  Unfortunately, we will not be observing this Sacrament 
until a later time. 
 

If you have persistent coughing or sneezing, we ask that you exit the Fellowship Hall until it subsides. 
 

Gloves & sanitizer will be available outside of each restroom.  We encourage using hand sanitizer before entering 
and after leaving.  Please use gloves while in the restroom because of touching doors, toilets, etc. When you leave 
the restroom you can then remove and dispose of the gloves.  Hand sanitizer will be available outside the restroom 
and should be used when exiting the area. 
 

Please do not use the kitchen or water fountains.  Bottled water will be available at the Welcome Table. 
 

At this time, we will not be offering a Children’s Sermon or Children’s church 
 

AFTER WORSHIP 
 

At the end of the service please remain seated and wait for the greeter/usher to dismiss you as a family group to 
maintain social distancing.  As you leave the building please continue wearing your mask and go directly to your 
cars.  If you need to communicate with anyone, use your cell phone.  Let’s please be patient with each other to 
ensure social distancing and the safety of all our worshippers. 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 

The Office will be open on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 10 am to 2 pm for urgent business only.  Masks 
and social distancing are required for all who enter the building.  If you have any normal business or need assis-
tance, please call the Office 864-427-1266.  We’ll be glad to assist you. 
 

Let’s remember to always consider others before ourselves in an effort to be as protective as possible.  Our goal is 
to: “Do no Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with God.”  
 

We love each of you dearly and our prayer is that we can ensure the safety of everyone and by our example we 
make a difference by stopping the spread of Covid-19.  
 

Blessing, peace, and love to all! 

 



 

            This is to help 

            you so out of 

an abundance of 

caution you can 

make the wise and 

safe choice as to 

when to stay home 

and watch worship 

on-line. 
 

Church Covid-19 

Protection Policy 
 

I think or know I had 

COVID-19 and I had 

symptoms. 
 

Based on current CDC 

recommendations (as of 
 

 

C O V I D - 1 9 S y m p t o m s 

 

1. 3 days with no fever and 

2. Respiratory symptoms have improved (e.g. cough, shortness of breath) and  

3. 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 

4. 2 “negative” tests in a row that are at least 24 hours apart or 

5. After 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 criteria met, go 14 days with no symptoms. 
 

I tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms: Based on current CDC 

recommendations (as of 07/06/2020): 
 

1. If you continue to have no symptoms, you can be with others after 10 days have 

passed since test and 

2. 2 “negative” tests in a row that are at least 24 hours apart. 
 

For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19: Based on current CDC recom-

mendations (as of 07/06/2020): 
 

1. It is important to remember that anyone who has close contact with someone with 

COVID-19 should stay home for 14 days after exposure based on the time it takes to de-

velop illness or 

2. A “negative” tests 4 days or more after suspected or actual contact with person with 

COVID-19. 
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