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    A Few Thoughts to Check our Thinkers 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

You might have read these before, but they are worth reading again.  Take a few moments 
to ponder these and reflect on some basics. 

Don't let your worries get the best of you…remember, Moses started out as a basket 
case.  
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited until you try to sit in their pews.  
Many folks want to serve God but only as advisers.  
It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one.  
The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose, but mosquitoes come close.  
When you get to your wit's end, you'll find God lives there.  
People are funny; they want the front of the bus, middle of the road, and back of the 
church.  
Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on the front door forever.  
Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect, you couldn't belong.  
If a church wants a better pastor, then pray for the one it has.  
We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges.  
God Himself doesn't propose to judge a man until he is dead. So why should you?  
Some minds are like concrete…thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.  
Peace starts with a smile.  
I don't know why some people change churches; what difference does it make when 
you stay home?  
Be ye fishers of men. You catch 'em - He'll clean 'em.  
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.  
Don't put a question mark where God put a period.  
Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.  
Forbidden fruits create many jams.  
God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.  
God grades on the cross, not the curve.  
God loves everyone, but probably prefers 'fruits of the spirit' over 'religious nuts!'   
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.  
He who angers you, controls you!  
If God is your Co-pilot, swap seats!  
Prayer:  Don't give God instructions, just report for duty!  
The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.  
The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will not protect you.  
We don't change the message, the message changes us.  
You can tell how big a person is by what it takes to discourage him/her.  
The best mathematical equation I have ever seen: 1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.  

I pray that we as step into this Harvest Season, we take a step back from the festivities to re-center 

ourselves on what really matters.  Let’s begin with the words from Matthew 22:37. “Jesus replied, 

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’”  In the won-

derful name of Jesus, I love you all…Pastor David. 



 

 

 

 

Offering Report as of         September 22, 2019                                   

2019  Budget:  $        400,331.00                            

Needed for 2019 Budget YTD: $        292,549.58 

Budget Rec’d YTD:                $        239,567.83 

Surplus/Deficit YTD:                  $      -  52,981.75 

Weekly Offering Needed:                   $           7,698.67    

    
    

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
   Sincerely, Pastor David 

Mon., Oct. 7, 10:00 AM 

At Linda Parker’s home 
 

Mon., Oct. 7, 10:00 AM 
Conference Room 
 

Wed., Oct. 9, 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 
Meal: Kim Harris and Darla Love          

 

Family Night  
Supper  

  
 

     Please join us for 

our Family Night Supper on Wednesday, Oct. 23rd at 6:00 

PM.  Bring your favorite dish, casserole, or dessert, and 

enjoy a delightful meal and pleasant socializing with your 

fellow Grace members. Bring a guest if you like. The more 

the merrier, as they say, to make the supper even more 

fun. Our host for October will be the Upper Room Class.  

 
Trustees Meeting: 

Wednesday, October 9th, 

at 6:00 pm. 

Church Council Meeting: 

Wednesday. October 16th,  

at 6:00 pm. 

 

      Join us at Andy’s on 

Wednesday, October 9th  at 

noon, for good food, fellowship,  We are grateful to 

Joanne Mason who so willingly monitors blood 

pressure for our members at each meeting. We hope 

to see everyone on October 9th.  Please invite other 

Grace members to join us! 

STEWARDSHIP  

REPORT 2019 

 



 

 
 

 

 

UCCOM Choir Festival 
  

     The United Methodist Songfest sponsored by Union 

County Council on Ministries will be held at Duncan Acres 

UMC on Sunday, November 3rd at 6:30pm.  The Grace 

Chancel Choir will be participating along with some of the 

other United Methodist church choirs in Union 

County.  Please plan to attend this special musical program 

and support the participating choirs.  A love offering will be 

collected for Neighbor Helping Neighbor projects. 

 

Trunk or Treat Coming Soon! 
 

 Great news kids!  On October 27th we are having a Trunk or Treat 
especially for you.   Join us at 5:00 pm for a delicious supper followed by lots 
of "Treats" from the “Trunks".  (No scary costumes, please!)  Adults, please 
contact Margie Ruff and Karen Hibbard if you would be willing to decorate 
and fill your trunk with treats for our precious children!  Thanks in advance for 
supporting Grace's kids! 

    The Fair is coming to town the week of October 

15th-19th. The Union County Fair is the biggest 

event of the year for our county. This year again they 

are trying to bring in well known entertainers. Your 

Church Council made the decision to support this 

wonderful event.  Wednesday, October 16th has 

been designated as Church Night at the Fair.  Free 

admission tickets will be available to everyone who 

attends worship on Sunday, October 13th.  Please 

be in attendance to ensure your family will receive 

free admission into the fair.   

October is Pastor 

Appreciation Month 

     Pastor Appreciation Month is 
a special time that congre-
gations set aside each year to 
honor their pastors for the hard 
work, sacrificial dedication and 
multiple blessings provided by 
these special people. It is also 

important to remember that appreciation, affirmation and 
prayer support of our spiritual leaders is appropriate 
throughout the entire year. We know that Pastor David 
would be deeply grateful if you would consider extra prayer 
for the church and him during this month. In honor of Pastor 

Appreciation month, take the 
time to express your thanks for 
Pastor David’s ministry to us, for 
his unfailing support of Grace, 
and his love for Jesus Christ, 
Our Savior.   

Grace is blessed to have you, 
Pastor David, as our minister! 

Being  God’s Hands and Feet 

Trustees:  6:00 PM Wednesday, October 9 

Church Council:  6:00 PM Wednesday,  

                               October 16 

 SECRET SANTA 

I can hear it now. “What? The leaves and  

heat haven’t changed yet!” But, do you realize what all 

goes into making Secret Santa successful year after 

year? Brooke and Brad Valentine, chairmen, have al-

ready placed applications at the DSS office. These appli-

cations must be reviewed before they are accepted, then 

entered into the Secret Santa data base. Sponsor letters 

are addressed in Sunday School on October 27. On De-

cember 1 parent letters are addressed and mailed. Vol-

unteers man gift drop-offs to the church December 2-14. 

Help is needed for that. On Sunday, December 15, the 

gifts are moved after the service to the pews by the con-

gregation. And early Tuesday morning, December 17, 

the parents come to pick up their child’s package. There 

is always a way for you to help. Just ask Brad or Brooke. 



 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

    John Flynn 

Ellen Sagar:  Jane and Bernard Bishop 

    Betty Rash 

Summit Hills, Sptbg: Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.: Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:   Ruth Roof 

Cumberland Village, Aiken: Carolyn and  

     Johnny Turner 

 

  Chancel Choir  
 

  Wed. Oct.   2   7:30 PM 

  Sun.  Oct.   6   4:00 PM 

  Wed. Oct.   9   7:30 PM 

  Sun.  Oct. 13   4:00 PM 

  Wed. Oct. 16   7:30 PM 

  Wed. Oct. 23   7:30 PM 

  Wed. Oct. 30   7:30 PM   

         

         Bells of Grace 
 

Sun.  Oct.   6 5:45 PM 

Sun.  Oct. 13 5:45 PM 

Sun.  Oct. 20 5:45 PM 

Because We Care  
    4 Mary Jane   
       Cunningham,  
  Bill Galloway,   
  Jennifer McGee, 
       Tommy Sinclair  
 

    7 Ryleigh McKinna  
       Kelly 
 

 8 Kevin Brooks, Kathy Sinclair (J),  
  Carolyn Turner 
 

 9 Johnny Turner 
  

 10 Philip Arnold, John James 
 

 17 Frank Hart 
 

 18 Tina Parlier 
 

 20 Jane Wilkes  
  

 28 Haley Jolly 
 

  29 Dalton Vanderford 
  

 31 Mary Lou Gregory  

 

 

 

Being An Acolyte 

 
 

     Alex Wagner has done 

an outstanding job as an 

acolyte for several years. 

His Sister, Lane, has 

watched him in awe. She 

has been so inspired by 

Alex that she, too, wanted 

to be an acolyte. However, 

she just couldn’t quite 

reach the candles yet. When Ren Turner had a 

chance to serve with his brother, Cooper, Lane saw 

an opportunity. Thus, with a hand held candle, white 

robe, and a smile, Lane has joined her brother in 

serving Grace as a junior acolyte. Great job, Lane! 

Grace’s MESSENGER 

The newsletter is a product of all that 

goes on at Grace. If you have any 

events, noteworthy moments, or pic-

tures of our Grace family, please feel 

free to share with us. We can put them 

to good use!! Thank You for your contri-

butions!! REMEMBER: Send in your 

admissions by the middle of the month!  Deadline for the 

November Grace Messenger will be October 16th . 

 



 

The Visit 
 

Ruth went to her mail box and there was only one letter. She picked it up and looked at it before opening it, but then she 

looked at the letter again. 

There was no stamp, no postmark, only her name and address. She read the letter:  

 

Dear Ruth:  

I'm going to be in your neighborhood Saturday afternoon, and I'd like to stop by for a visit.  

Love Always, 

Jesus  

 

Her hands were shaking as she placed the letter on the table. "Why would the Lord want to visit me? I'm nobody spe-

cial. I don't have anything to offer."  

With that thought, Ruth remembered her empty kitchen cabinets. "Oh my goodness, I really don't have anything to of-

fer. I'll have to run down to the store and buy something for dinner." She reached for her purse and counted out its con-

tents. Five dollars and forty cents. "Well! I can get some bread and cold cuts, at least."  

She threw on her coat and hurried out the door.  

A loaf of French bread, a half-pound of sliced turkey, and a carton of milk...leaving Ruth with grand total twelve cents 

to last her until Monday.  

Nonetheless, she felt good as she headed home, her meager offerings tucked under her arm.  

"Hey lady, can you help us, lady?"  

Ruth had been so absorbed in her dinner plans, she hadn't even noticed two figures huddled in the alleyway. A man and 

a woman, both of them dressed in little more than rags.  

"Look lady, I ain't got a job, ya know, and my wife and I have been living out here on the street, and, well, now it's get-

ting cold, and we're getting kinda hungry and, well, if you could help us, lady, we'd really appreciate it."  

Ruth looked at them both.  

They were dirty, they smelled bad, and frankly, she was certain that they could get some kind of work if they really 

wanted to.  

"Sir, I'd like to help you, but I'm a poor woman myself. All I have is a few cold cuts and some bread, and I'm having an 

important guest for dinner tonight, and I was planning on serving that to Him."  

"Yeah, well, okay lady, I understand. Thanks anyway."  

The man put his arm around the woman's shoulders, turned, and headed back into the alley.  

As she watched them leave, Ruth felt a familiar twinge in her heart.  

"Sir, wait!" The couple stopped and turned as she ran down the alley after them. "Look, why don't you take this food. 

I'll figure out something else to serve my guest."  

She handed the man her grocery bag.  

"Thank you lady. Thank you very much!"  

"Yes, thank you!" It was the man's wife, and Ruth could see now that she was shivering. "You know, I've got another 

coat at home. Here, why don't you take this one." Ruth unbuttoned her jacket and slipped it over the woman's shoul-

ders. Then smiling, she turned and walked back to the street...without her coat and with nothing to serve her guest.  

Ruth was chilled by the time she reached her front door and worried too. The Lord was coming to visit, and she didn't 

have anything to offer Him.  

She fumbled through her purse for the door key. But as she did, she noticed another envelope in her mailbox.  

"That's odd. The mailman doesn't usually come twice in one day." She took the envelope out of the box and opened it.  

 

Dear Ruth:  

It was so good to see you again. Thank you for the lovely meal. And thank you, too, for the beautiful coat.  

Love Always, 
Jesus  
 
The air was still cold, but even without her coat, Ruth no longer noticed.  



 

#juddslegacy 

 

Judd’s Legacy T-Shirt Sunday 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 

 

      

Grace United Methodist Church 

 

 

Our mission is to love God completely and  

to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

WEBSITE 

     Grace’s website is packed with all kinds of information. You 

will find church staff, contact, worship, and ministries infor-

mation. Upcoming events are listed under announcements. A 

monthly calendar, the church history and belief, opportunities to 

serve, our Safe Sanctuary policy, the Annual Conference Re-

port, church forms, and the monthly GRACE MESSENGER are 

included under the Information Center. There are videos and 

photographs from all aspects of Grace’s ministry.  These are 

especially enjoyable to view! And there is even a Prayer Re-

quest section that gives you the opportunity to ask for personal 

or outreach prayers. Grace’s website is colorful, informational, 

and a great way to keep up with current events at our church. 

Take the time to look at it; you won’t be disappointed! Visit the 

website at: https//graceunion.org 

Find out How Amazing Grace Is!! 

Do you have your #juddslegacy t-shirt? 
On Sunday, October 13, we are asking the entire 
congregation to wear their #juddslegacy t-shirts in 
honor of the ongoing efforts of Brandon and Allison 
Gardner bringing awareness to Intrahepatic Choles-
tasis of Pregnancy (ICP). As you all know, Brandon 
and Allison lost their baby boy, Judd, because of ICP 
only six days before he was to be delivered. Bran-
don and Allison have become an integral part of our 
church over the last 3-4 years and just as important 
as they are to us, we want to match that level of ded-
ication to them by supporting their efforts in bringing 
awareness to this often undiagnosed, complication 
of pregnancy. If you do not already have a 
#juddslegacy t-shirt, there are still some available in 
the church office for $12 each.  Act fast because 
once these are sold out, there will not be any more. 
So please join us on October 13th in helping Brandon 
and Allison bring awareness to this awful disease 
and help them make the push to bring the necessary 
testing for this to the United States and make it a 
regular test that is performed for all expecting moth-
ers. Let’s show them that Grace United Methodist is 
totally behind them in Fighting the Itch.   

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

     NHN will have a workday on Saturday, 

October 5th. They will meet in Grace’s park-

ing lot at 8:00 am. There are 4 requests for 

ramps at this time, so there is plenty of work 

to be done. Come out and help. They would be glad to see 

you. David Turner, treasurer, thanks everyone for their 

continuing support of this ministry. 

These college students are our future.  

Please PRAY for them! 



 

 

Auction for a Cause 

The Spartanburg Bethlehem Center’s 

annual fundraising event is coming November 1, 2019 

 

     Bethlehem Center, located in the Highlands community of Spartanburg, works 
tirelessly to improve the lives of the under-served populations of their area with a 
children’s after school program to improve their academics, and develop moral char-
acter. They have a senior program that is growing, active, giving back to the com-
munity with their time and many talents, and receiving health and wellness screen-
ings for themselves. They are also feeding many people with their food closet and 
weekly bread distribution to anyone in need. And so much more.  

Their annual fundraising event, Auction for a Cause is rapidly approaching on 
November 1, 2019. They are a non-apportioned ministry so this event is vital 
to the work they do in their community. 

What can you do?  Bethlehem Center is inviting you to help them by donating items for this event. They will have 
a silent and live auction. They  ask for items that are valued at a minimum of $50.00 for the silent auction. Some 
items that do well in this auction are Christmas gift baskets for children and adults, gently used furniture, services 
such as those provided by any local business, art work, décor items, new cookware, dishes, etc... For the live auc-
tion they ask for items with a minimum value of $250.00. Some examples of these items in the past have been vaca-
tion properties for weekends, or a week. Used cars, boats, flat screen TV’s, and even AKC puppies! Feel free to be 
creative… just call them.  

Simply Drop off your items at the Bethlehem Center (397 Highland Ave. Spartanburg. 864 582 7158) or Central Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Spartanburg (233 N. Church Street, 864 582 7263). They would like to have these items by 
October 15, 2019. They can arrange help with the delivery of any larger items. 

May the Lord smile upon you 
In all your comings and goings. 

May you share 
More blessings than burdens, 
More laughter than tears, 

And more strength 
Than you will ever need. 

May the past make you grateful 
And the future make you hopeful,  

And may each passing year 
Of your togetherness 
Affirm that love lasts 

When you put faith and family first. 
And as you continue to walk hand-in-hand 

Under God’s heaven, 
May your path be smooth, 
Your memories be sweet, 

Now and for all the days to come. 
An Irish Anniversary Blessing 

October 1st 



 
    Back with a Splash #4 2019 

 
 
 

“Was A Splishy-Splashy  
Success!” 

 
 

      



 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 

 The Union Lions Club will be selling poinsettias for the Christmas 

holidays.  The plants will be furnished by Roebuck Greenhouse and 

available in two sizes: 6” for $11.00 and 8” for $18.00; and three colors: red, 

white, and pink and will be wrapped in gold.  Sales are ongoing now and 

will last through November 19th.   The plants will be delivered to the Lions’ 

Building on Thursday, November 29th and a member will deliver your plant(s) to you.  

 We have permission to sell the plants to our members as either a memorial or an honorarium to decorate our 

sanctuary during the holidays.  Lions members will care for the plants during their stay in the sanctuary so they will 

still be nice to take home to enjoy on Christmas Day.  If you plan for your plant to be used at church, Pat Owens who 

decorates our church, suggests you choose red or white in order that it coordinates with the décor.   

 To purchase your plant(s), please see a Lions member.  They are: Judy Caston, Mimi Charles, Mary Lou 

Gregory, Sue Keith, Barbara Rippy, and Frances Adams.  Your participation will be greatly appreciated.   

 

Special 1: Lake Junaluska Fall Getaway      

Packages Include: 

 2 nights lodging (Sunday-Thursday nights) 

 2 tickets to Great Smoky Mountains Railroad or Bilt-

more Estate 

 2 continental breakfasts (The Terrace only) 

September 3 - October 30, 2019:  

 Lambuth Inn (West End) - $273 

 The Terrace (Lakeside) - $431  

Rate is based on double occupancy. Taxes apply. 

 

Special 2: Fall Foliage at Biltmore 

Packages Include: 

 2 nights lodging (Sunday-Thursday nights) 

 2 Continental Breakfasts (The Terrace only) 

 2 Biltmore Tickets 

 2 Audio Tours 

Experience the majesty of the changing autumn leaves in the mountains of North Carolina! At Lake Junalus-

ka, take a leisurely stroll around the lake or relax in a rocking chair on one of our many porches. Vibrant colors await you 

at the historic Biltmore Estate this fall. Lake Junaluska's special Biltmore Estate fall package is convenient and 

affordable. Start a new tradition this Thanksgiving at Lake Junaluska. Enjoy an exquisite Thanksgiving feast in the moun-

tains of Western North Carolina. While you are here, choose and cut your own Christmas tree from one of the local tree 

farms to take home with you.  Add a Biltmore Estate ticket and make your trip truly unforgettable. 

September 3-October 30 

 Lambuth Inn (West End) - $273 

 The Terrace (Lakeside) - $431 

Rate is based on double occupancy. Taxes apply. 

 

Special 3: Thanksgiving at Lake Junaluska              

November 21-24, 2019 

2-Night Package Includes:      3-Night Package Includes: 

    2 Nights Lodging in                         3 Nights Lodging                                      

      The Terrace                                    2 Continental Breakfast 

    2 Continental Breakfasts                  Thanksgiving Meal 

    Thanksgiving Meal                      

Pricing at The Terrace (Northside):                                              

    2 Nights:  $259                                 3 Nights:  $327 

 Pricing at The Terrace (Lakeside):  

    2 Nights:  $279                                 3 Nights:  $351 

.  

Rates are based on double occupancy. Taxes apply.  

Experience Fall at Lake Junaluska 



MCF/Sonshiners Resume Meetings 

Our MCF/Sonshiners began on September 22 with 3 children. After our pizza supper, the 

children were introduced to the hand bells and how to use them by Sally Summers. They 

are beginning to learn a song for our Christmas program. Dale and Larry Goff taught a won-

derful lesson entitled “The Ten Lepers”. The children learned “to be the one who is grate-

ful”. Our meeting ended with recreation in the Fellowship Hall. We missed our members 

who were not there and hope to see you on October 6th. The October dates for our meet-

ings are October 6, 13, and 27. We will not meet October 20. Melissa and Stewart Wagner 

have volunteered to teach on October 6. Please consider volunteering to teach a lesson or to provide a supper. Please contact 

our church office or Karen Hibbard to volunteer! 

 

 

 Fifth Sunday Breakfast      
      

     On Sunday, September 29th, at our Fifth Sunday Breakfast, Pastor David 

showed pictures and explained about places that he and Sherry visited while 

in England serving Reigate, Redhill and Trinity Methodist Churches. The 

delicious breakfast treats were provided by the Lucy Lee Shuler Circle. 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 
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