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From the Pastor  
 

 

Homecoming  
 

 Homecoming celebration has its roots primarily in the South. It is a celebration of 
memories past and a celebration of new beginnings. Each year during the months from July 
through October many churches in the Bible Belt celebrate memories of the past through 
Homecoming. Those people who migrated from their birthplaces to places afar, return home to 
participate in their church’s annual Homecoming service.  
 Today we continue that practice.  Homecoming is an exciting time for families!  Loved 
ones are anxious to return home to visit their old church.  We fellowship with friends and family, 
as we present our new families to Homecoming traditions.  Many people just want to return 
home again to experience the many changes to the area where they grew up. Some people 
schedule vacation time during the week after Homecoming, so they can participate in the 
revival services during the following week.   
 This year at Grace’s Homecoming we focus on Psalm 107:1 “Give thanks to the LORD 
because He is good, because His faithful love lasts forever.” Wow!!  What a wonderful reminder 
of God, especially knowing that HIS love lasts forever!  Now, this is something to truly celebrate  
as we come home not only to refocus our full attention on all God has done, but also anticipate 
what He is yet to do.  We’re blessed to know that His promises never fail, and what God says 
He will do…will be done for the best of all His children. 
 Consider the ways God’s love has been shown in our past.  Our Methodist tradition 
began in Charleston in 1736. The seeds of Methodism grew as George Whitfield and Francis 

Asbury spread God’s Word throughout the South.  Around 1750 the “Back Country” of South Carolina 
began to increase in population.  In 1754, tents were erected about four miles from the present town of 
Union, and those early settlers suffered many raids by the Cherokee Indians.  With undaunted spirits 
those same settlers built log cabins as a way to say, “We’re staying!”  In 1765, the first church was 
erected and used by Presbyterians, Methodists, Quakers, Baptists and other religious groups.  The 
church was called Union Church, from which the town of Union derived its name. Unionville eventually 
became the county seat and the only town in the district.  Also during this time, the Methodist through 
the leadership of Francis Asbury, grew into circuits, and in 1826 a Methodist Church began in 
Unionville. It wasn’t until 1872, when God’s love became even more evident with the contribution of 
land and other resources that Grace Church was born.  It was stated that “She shall be called Grace, 
and may she never fall from grace.”  We are the recipients of hundreds of years of God’s work in our 
area.  What a vivid reminder that God’s love last forever.   

Homecoming this year reminds us of God’s continued faithfulness to His children.  We gather to 
honor, worship and praise Him who offers “forever love” in wonderful ways.  Let’s keep our focus clear, 
giving thanks for this special occasion.  Remind others who have ties with Grace that we are 
celebrating Homecoming on October 25th at 10:30 am.  I look forward to seeing each of you and 
meeting many others.   

         Grace and peace…Pastor David  

October 2015 



GUMCEP News 
 

 Classes are full of learning and 

activities every day.  On Thurs., 

October 29th, GUMCEP will have their 

Fall Festival.  Games, having your 

picture made, and a pumpkin contest 

are only a few of the activities that will take place 

that night.  Hotdog Plates will be sold.  Come and 

enjoy the night.  Fall Celebration Parties will be 

held in their classrooms on Friday, October 30.  

GUMCEP is  a very busy place.  Come and visit!  

Songfest 

 The United Methodist 

Songfest sponsored by Union 

County Council on Ministries will 

be held at Duncan Acres UMC on 

All Saints Sunday, November 1st at 6:30pm.  The 

Grace Chancel Choir will be participating along 

with some of the other United Methodist church 

choirs in Union County.  Please plan to attend this 

special musical program and support the 

participating choirs.  A love offering will be 

collected for Neighbor Helping Neighbor projects. 

                              

Let’s Celebrate Fall  
at Family Night Supper! 

  

        Our Children’s Coordinators are busily planning and 

want to encourage everyone to join the children and 

youth on October 28th for a Fall Celebration and youth 

hotdog fundraiser.  Youth will serve hotdog plates for $5 

each and then provide games for the children.  (Adults 

are encouraged to join cake 

walks.)   Please call April Glenn 

if you are willing to donate 

baked goods in support of this 

lively event. 

       Thanks to the Young Adult 

Class who agreed to help host 

this family night of fellowship and 

fun! 

Grace Hires New Custodian 
 

 We recently hired George Spencer, 

GUMCEP’s custodian,  as our church custodian, 

and we are pleased and excited about the job he 

is doing. He has taken on jobs that go beyond 

what he is asked to do, and he takes great pride in 

his work. If you see George, tell him you 

appreciate his good work.  

    Thanks, Jerry 
   SPRC Chairman 

 

Offering Report as of                          Sept. 27 2015 

2015  Budget -                                       $       383,334.34 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $      279,349.62 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      266,142.72 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -13,206.91 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,443.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   271,802.68 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  We’re 
beginning October and I urge each of us to 
consider our part in Grace’s budgetary needs.  
Pray about making an additional gift to ensure the 
continuation of our various ministries.       

 Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2015 

 

Church Night  
at the Fair 

 

 The Fair is coming to town the week of 

October 12th!  Wed., Oct. 14th, has been 

designated as Church Night at the Fair.  Free 

admission tickets will be 

available to everyone who 

attends worship on Sun., 

Oct. 11th.  Please be in 

attendance to ensure your 

family will receive free 

admission into the fair and 

the concert that evening.  

 
Homecoming Help Needed! 

 

     October 25th is a big day in the life of Grace 
UMC! Not only do we need everyone's help with the 
planning and execution of Homecoming details, we also 
need assistance in "sprucing up" many areas of the 
church.  If you see something that could use a little paint-
ing, repairing, cleaning, organizing, or neatening up, 
please grab a brush, hammer, cloth, and/or other tool/
s and make it happen.   Please call the church office with 
any questions.  Let's all take ownership in making 
Grace shine for Homecoming!  



 

Stephen Ministry 
 

 We are delighted to report that Frances Adams and Jane Moore attended 
a Stephen Ministries workshop on Saturday, September 12th at 1st Presbyterian 
in Spartanburg.  Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes 
place in congregations that use the Stephen Series system. Stephen Ministry 
congregations equip and empower lay caregivers to provide high-quality, 
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. 
There are three groups of people involved in this ministry: Stephen Leaders, 
Stephen Ministers, and Care Receivers.  
 - Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry in a congregation. 
 - Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, one-on-one 
Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person at a 
time, meeting with that person once a week for about an hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers gather with 
their Stephen Leaders for supervision and continuing education.   
 - Care Receivers are people going through tough times who are being cared for by Stephen Ministers. They 
include congregation members and others in the community. These are people struggling through a difficult time 
in life—experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis. 
     Please pray that God will stir the hearts of our congregation if it is His desire for us to become a part of this 
very powerful ministry! 

 

Important Homecoming Safe Sanctuary Childcare Notice!!! 
 

 Childcare for Homecoming on October 25th will be provided from 9am - 
3pm in GUMCEP classrooms.  Children may stay with their parents and/or 
attend provided childcare. Parents please help us keep your children safe by 
making sure children are either with you or with our safe sanctuary childcare 
providers at all times.  (Children should not be left unattended.) Grace UMC is 
a safe sanctuary church. Thank you. 

 
 Fun Day with the Bible 

 

 It’s that time again!  On October 18th, MCF/Sonshiners and GYMS/STARS are 
invited to attend Fun Day with the Bible at Foster’s Chapel UMC from 3:00 - 5:00 pm.  
Our church bus will leave the parking lot at 2:40 and arrive back at the church as soon as 
the event is over.  See you there! 

 

GUMCEP Backpack Ministry 
 

 Every year GUMCEP chooses a ministry to help give back to the community.  This 
year the Union County High School Football Team has been chosen.  The team is fed a pre-
game meal on Friday nights, but many players don’t eat again until Monday morning when 
they return to school.  We are collecting non-perishables to be donated each week that will 
bless these football players.  42 backpacks will be filled each Friday. Suggested items are: 
instant grits or oatmeal, fruit cups, pudding cups, pop tarts, easy mac meals, bottled water 
and Gatorade.  A box is located in the GUMCEP hall at the stairs for drop off.  Items will be 
collected each Wednesday.    
 Thank you in advance for your support of this ministry………….GUMCEP Girls 

https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219


 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 

 

Wed. Oct.  7th  – 7:30pm 
Wed. Oct. 14th  – 7:00pm  
Wed. Oct. 21st  – 7:30pm  
Wed. Oct. 28th  – 7:30pm 

 
 
 

Youth Choir Rehearsals 
 

Sun.  Oct.   4th  –  4:30pm 
Sun.  Oct. 11th   –  4:30pm 
Sun.  Oct. 18th   –  4:30pm  
 
 
 

Bells of Grace 
Rehearsals 
 

Sun. Oct.  4th   – 5:45pm 
Sun. Oct. 11th – 5:45pm 
Sun. Oct. 18th – 5:45pm 
Sun. Oct. 25th – No Rehearsal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 24th the youth will be going to Wofford University for Youth Group Day. We will be meeting at 

Grace at 9:30am and leaving by 9:40am. Registration begins at 11am at Wofford. Tickets are $20 dollars and 

include the youth program, music, lunch, and a seat at Wofford’s football game against Chattanooga. We will be 

returning from Wofford after the game. Youth will contact parents on the way home for time arriving back to 

Grace. 

 Cooler weather, pumpkins, and falling leaves are coming. The youth would like to offer their services to 

those who need help cleaning their yards.  As an act of service to the Lord and our community, we will rake 

leaves, remove small tree limbs, and other yard work. This is a free service, however, we are asking for 

donations to cover gas money for lawn mowers and transportation. If you would like to recruit the Grace Youth, 

please contact Preston at (843) 457-3902 or speak with me in the church office. 

 October 28th, starting at 6:30pm, in lieu of our Family Night Supper, the youth will be hosting a hotdog 

fundraiser as well as providing games for the children’s Fall Celebration.  Hotdog plates will be $5 and includes 

two hotdogs, chips, and a drink.  Please bring the whole family and enjoy a fun night out while supporting our 

Children and Youth Ministries!  See you there! 

 The Episcopal Church of the Nativity is hosting a Gingerbread House contest and the Grace Youth have 

accepted the challenge to work together as a team to build the ultimate Gingerbread House. The houses will be 

on display November 19th— 21st.  A People’s Choice Award will be given so come out and vote for The 

Connection’s entry to help us win prize money for the youth! 

 The Connection is under construction with new light fixtures and fresh paint. In order to make our space 

more inviting, we have chosen colors to reflect light and brighten the room.  If you would like to help us paint 

please contact Preston at (843) 457-3902 or speak with me in the church office. 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC:  Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC:   Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

Heartland Rehab:  John Heath 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:   Lib Johns 

Because We Care   

 

 

 

October  

  4  Gwen Beavans,  

  Mary Jane Cunningham, Bill Galloway, 

  Jennifer McGee, Tommy Sinclair  

  8  Kathy Sinclair (Johnny), Carolyn Turner 

  9 Johnny Turner 

 10 Philip Arnold, John James  

  17 Frank Hart 

 20 Jane Wilkes 

 28 Clark Beavans, Haley Jolly  

 29 Dalton Vanderford 

 31 Mary Lou Gregory 

  

 Asbury Hills Fall Festival   
 

 On October 24, 2015 10:00 am – 5:00 pm Asbury Hills will host its annual 

Fall Festival as a  way for people to reconnect, remember, and have a blast in 

what will hopefully be the peak weekend for autumn colors.  They’ll cook up and 

serve apple butter on the fire, open up a ton of activities for all ages, and plan to 

have a live bluegrass band.  All the activities are free, but there is a charge for 

lunch. They will also have store items for purchase.   

 

What You Need To Know 

 Activities are available on a first come, first served basis including: archery, hayrides, canoeing, rock 

climbing wall, tree climbing, giant swing*, Leap of Faith*, Alpine Tower*, and more. *participants must be 11 years 

or older. 

What to bring 

 To participate in any of the high adventure activities you need to be wearing closed toed-shoes and 

complete the liability release form that can be found at: http://www.asburyhills.org/wp-content/

uploads/2015/05/Asbury-Hills-Release-Form.pdf 

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Please mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, Oct. 14th and  join us at 
Andy’s for good food and fellowship.   

Circle of HopeCircle of HopeCircle of Hope   
 Monday, Oct. 5th, 10:00am  
  , hostess 

Johnnie Sanders Circle Johnnie Sanders Circle Johnnie Sanders Circle    
 Monday, Oct. 5th, 10:00am  
  Church Parlor 

Lucy Lee Shuler CircleLucy Lee Shuler CircleLucy Lee Shuler Circle   
 Wednesday, Oct. 14th, 6:00pm  

 

 O God, our times are in your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants  who have birthdays this month 
as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the 
days of their life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  



                            Schedule of Events  
 

 

 Refreshments, registration & fellowship will begin at 9:30 am in the Breezeway. Preservice 
music will begin to usher us into a worshipful mindset.  Our Homecoming worship will begin 
promptly at 10:30 am as our Organist, Tommy Bishop, brings a special prelude to help center our 
hearts on honoring and praising God for all He has done and continues to do.   
 

 Our District Superintendent, Reverend Dr. Paul Harmon will bring the morning message, 
“Unless the Lord Builds the House” from Matthew 7:24-27. 
 

 The service will conclude with prayer and a blessing.  Afterwards everyone is invited to the 
Fellowship Hall for a wonderful meal, complete with the Methodist food mainstay off casseroles 
along with ham, barbeque chicken, vegetables and deserts.  After a time of reacquainting, a play 
about Grace’s early history by Mrs. Betsy Trakas will be presented.  Our Homecoming time will be 
concluded as we join together singing, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.”  

Lake 
Junaluska Singers Concert 

 

When: Oct 16, 2015 7:30PM and Oct 17, 2015 4:00PM 
Where: Stuart Auditorium 
 
     The Lake Junaluska Singers, directed by Dr. Melodie Galloway, 
are a 16-voice professional ensemble, which serves as the 
Ambassador choir for the Southeastern Jurisdiction of the United 
Methodist Church and of the Lake Junaluska Conference and 

Retreat Center. The group began in 1954 and has performed nationally and internationally for conferences, 
dignitaries, and major events. Their music ranges from classical choral and contemporary works to gospel, folk 
and musical theatre styles.  Ticket cost is Reserved $22.50 and General Admission $17.50. 

Grace UMC Homecoming - October 25, 2015 
 

 

 WOW!! Our first homecoming in years and everyone is excited and diligently 
planning.  With the Church Council members at the helm busily making 
preparations, this is sure to be a memorable day in the life of Grace UMC, its members, 
past and present, and many friends.  Rev. Dr. Paul Harmon, Spartanburg District 
Superintendent, will be our inspirational guest speaker at the 11:00 service.  A fellowship 
meal will be served in the Fellowship Hall after the service.  Mr. 
Jack Roper (past member and personality of the WSPA Channel 
7 Spartanburg Team) will be our MC for the after-meal activities. 
Mrs. Betsy Trakas, Principal of Union High School, is writing a 
play to depict a portion of Grace’s history to be presented in the 
Sanctuary after the meal. Promptly after the play, Rev. Dr. 
Harmon will preside over our Annual Charge Conference, the 
annual business/worship gathering of Grace.  Begin making plans 
now and inviting others who have ties to Grace to come, so we 
can share in this very important time in the life of Grace. 

  Immediately following our singing, we will adjourn to the sanctuary 
for our Annual Charge Conference led by the District Superintendent. 
Grace’s Servant Leaders will share their ministry’s work through a short 
presentation concerning accomplishments as well as their ministry’s up-
coming goals.  All Servant Leaders are urged to attend and our entire 
membership is invited to participate in this time of sharing Grace’s work. 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/events/singers/melodie_galloway/


 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

         24 Ways Children’s Ministry Benefits The Church 
 

1.It helps the church to pass on the faith. 
2.It helps bring in new families to the church. 
3.It allows the church body to use their talents and spiritual gifts. 
4.It helps train future church leaders. 
5.It provides accidental learning for ministry volunteers. 
6.It raises community awareness of the church through special events. 
7.It helps big church go smoothly. 
8.It helps build a strong youth ministry. 
9.Having children present helps the pastor to keep the Gospel simple. 
10.Having children present brings joy to the whole congregation. 
11.Having children present reminds the congregation that all people were made in God’s image. 
12.Having children present gives adults some real life examples of childlike faith. 
13.Having children present helps the church learn to accommodate different music styles. 
14.Having children present gives a sense of excitement and hope about the future. 
15.It brings joy for the church to see children grow through the years. 
16.It provides senior adults with the opportunity to be spiritual-grandparents. 
17.It provides ways for churches to cooperate with one another. 
18.Volunteers benefit from additional fellowship among one another. 
19.Volunteers receive formal training and additional pastoral oversight. 
20.It provides a context for volunteers to use their teaching gifts and leadership. 
21.It allows artistic people to share their talents. 
22.It allows musically gifted people to share their talents. 
23.It allows talented cooks to share their gifts. 

24.It helps reform families and the church. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org


 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month  
 
Dear Pastor David, 
 Giving to others seems to come so naturally to you, but I know it doesn’t happen 
by accident.  You go the extra mile, take the extra time, give the extra thought….and 
it really makes a difference.  Thank you for being such a wonderful example of God’s 
love.   
      The greatest gift you could ever give Pastor David is the gift of prayer.  Please 
consider the guidelines below in giving Pastor David the only gift he truly desires for 
Pastor Appreciation Month. 
 
 
 

 

7 Days  
of Prayer  

for  
Pastor David 

 
 

"I urge you ... by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle  
by praying to God for me. " -Romans 15:30 (N/V)  

Sunday: Passion for God  
Loving and studying God's Word  
Strong personal prayer life  
Fullness of the Holy Spirit  
Deliverance from personal temptations  
Faithful obedience to Christ  
 

Monday: Purpose for Ministry  
Strong sense of vision for the new church  
Unshakable faith in God's design for this  

      ministry  
Holy motives  
Divine guidance in ministry planning  
 

Tuesday: Perception  

Wisdom for personal relationships  
Understanding of community culture and      
      needs  
Insight into solutions for ministry problems  
 

Wednesday: Protection  
Physical health of pastor and family  
Marriage and family relationships  
Deliverance from enemies' snares and  
      schemes  
 

Thursday: Priorities  
Steadfast commitment to God's will  
Time management and ministry planning  
Stewardship of personal and church finances  
Personal renewal and recreation  
 

Friday: Perseverance  
Strength to overcome discouragement and  
    doubts  
Patience in times of conflict and difficulty  
Steadfastness in spiritual disciplines: prayer,  
    Bible study, tithing, witnessing, service  
 

Saturday: Productivity  
Effectiveness in evangelism and soul winning  
Ability to develop leadership talents in others  
Wise management of church business  
Power for preaching and teaching  



 




