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Grace United Methodist Church 
Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

  P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor                                                                                Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

  

October 2014 From the Pastor  
Why Do We Do the Things We Do? 

 

 There are times when we all get 
discouraged at home and at work. We 
want to do the best we can. We want to 
be loving and giving in our efforts. We 
want to know that we are pleasing the 
Lord. In all these times, we equate 

blessings with God's favor, thinking that it is 
our motives and actions that are being 
rewarded. So when things don't go well, we 
wonder what we are doing wrong. It is a 
common misconception, but God doesn't work 
like that. His grace is not gained by our good 
behavior. Because we are under the covenant 
of grace, we are called into rest. That is why it 
is so important to hold on to His promises. He 
is always working in us and with us. His plan is 
that we become submissive in the process. 
We get tired of trying as we get caught in the 
middle between His promises and our efforts. 
Our hearts long to spend time with the Lord, 
but there are always too many other factors 
competing for our attention. These factors take 
away our energy, and at times, make us feel 
like we can't do it all or we didn't do a good 
job. 
 Galatians 3:3 says, “Are you so 
foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you 
now being made perfect by the flesh?” 
What a great reminder of Who the Provider 
is and who is the providee!  Consider what 

this means.  If God has given us His 
promises, then He is the One who is 
responsible to fulfill them. God does not need 
our help or efforts. What He has started in 
the Spirit will never get accomplished in our 
fleshly efforts. It is the enemy who tries to 
discourage us. Satan will put thoughts in our 
mind of doubt and self-defeat. Out loud, we 
really need to tell those evil forces that God 
has a plan regardless of our abilities, 
attitudes or actions.  Philippians 1:6 reminds 
us that, “being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 Friends, let’s choose to rest in His 
promises instead of worrying and doubting 
God by looking at ourselves. We need to tell 
the Lord that we are choosing to focus our 
eyes on Him, and then we should get into His 
Word and claim His promises.  His Word puts 
us on the Rock, and our only responsibility is 
to stand firm on the Immovable Rock.   

   Pastor David 
 

GUMCEP News 
 

October will be a very busy month 

for GUMCEP beginning with Fire 

Safety Week Oct. 6 – 10.  Our 

teachers have fun activities 

planned for the students to learn 

about fire safety. During Fair Week the 

students will have a day trip to see the 

animals.  On Thurs., Oct. 23, beginning at 

6:00 PM, GUMCEP will sponsor a Fall 

Festival with games for the children.  Hotdog 

plates will be sold, so be sure to mark your 

calendars and come out and support 

GUMCEP. 

A Day of Emotional 

Celebration 
 Our September 14th, 

the eleven o'clock worship 

service was packed with a 

kaleidoscope of different 

emotions as Gwen Beavans and Sally 

Summers astounded the congregation with 

their spectacular rendition of “Pie Jesu” from 

“Requiem”.  Afterward, Gwen surprised 

Pastor David with an "Ocular Bladder 

Dysfunction Hankies Box”, (a tissue box 

loaded with "different handkerchiefs" to 

match the different types of tears that 

occasionally flow from the pulpit. In return, 

Pastor David presented Gwen with a going 

away gift from Grace UMW and the Choir.  

Gwen has devoted her many talents and gifts 

to Grace for years by serving  throughout 

multitudes of different areas within the 

church.  Our prayers and thoughts go with 

her as we celebrate her new job opportunity 

in Washington, DC.  She will be missed! Our 

loss is Washington's gain! 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org


Circle Corner 
 

Circle of Hope – 10:00, 
Oct. 6 - , hostesses - 
Jane Moore & Cathy 
Staniewicz  
 

Johnnie Sanders Cir. -  10:00, Oct. 6, 

Church Parlor  
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Cir. –  6:00, Oct. 8 

Christmas  
Nativity Program 

 

 Our diligent 

children’s ministry 

volunteers are busy 

planning a beautiful “Old 

Fashioned” Christmas Nativity Program 

with our children. If anyone has “Nativity 

things” that you think would enhance the 

set or help with costuming, please let April 

Glenn know.   

 

Bean Bag 
Chairs for MCF/

Sonshiners 
 

    Our MCF/Sonshiners 
Coordinators thought that it would be 
wonderful for our children to have bean bag 
chairs for use in the Fellowship Hall.  They 
enjoy having the large space and the larger 
screen in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday 
evening activities. 
If you would like to....... 
                    
1) donate a used bean bag or bags that are 
     in good shape   
2) donate a new bean bag 
3) donate money for a bean bag 
 

we would be deeply grateful!  There will be 
a pumpkin on the table outside the church 
office for bean bag money donations! 
   Thanks in advance! 

 
Halloween 

 
 I was reading a very interesting 

article that really made me think about 

celebrating Halloween entitled “The Ten 

Commandments for Halloween.”  I think 

these are a great reminder of how we, as 

Christians should look at the secular 

celebration of Halloween. 

1. We don’t want people to fear us. We 

want people to love us. 

2. We don’t want to make people shudder; 

we want to make people smile. 

3. We don’t want to wear costumes that 

will make people sick because Jesus 

came to heal the sick! 

4. We don’t want to focus on graves; we 

want to focus on resurrection from the 

graves! 

5. The only blood we should be happy 

about is the blood that Jesus shed for our 

sins. 

6. The only ghost we want to believe in is 

the Holy Ghost. 

7. The only screaming we should do is to 

shout the love of Jesus from the rooftops! 

8. We don’t want to act like bats. We want 

to act like doves of peace. 

9. We don’t want dress like devils. We 

want to be angels of love.  

10. On Halloween, we don’t want to 

celebrate darkness; we want to be lights in 

the darkness. We want people to know 

that there is something special about us. If 

we dress in a costume, make sure our 

hearts are dressed like Jesus! 

Greetings!! 
We are blessed to 

celebrate our 141st 

Charge 

Conference here at Grace.  This is the 

Annual Church Meeting in which we 

review and evaluate the total mission and 

ministry of the church.  I have asked our 

church leaders to prepare and share their 

praise reports from their perspective areas 

of ministry, along with their hopes and 

dreams for Grace’s future.   

 We will also adopt the objectives 

and goals recommended by the Church 

Council.  I look forward to seeing our 

church family on October 26th at 2:00PM 

as our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. 

Paul Harmon, will preside, share an 

uplifting devotion and lead us in our time of 

celebration.  Plan to come, participate and 

celebrate this time together.    

    Pastor David 

The Relay for Life team will meet 

Thursday October 2nd at 6pm in the parlor 
to begin planning for the year ahead. We 
would love to have some new team 
members so if you are available, please 
come join us. If you have questions, 
contact Kelli Johnston. 

Thank you  
Grace United 

Methodist Church! 
   Complete and 

unexpected surprise was 

my first reaction when SPRC Chairman, 

Jerry Lipscomb, asked if I would consider 

becoming the next Director of Ministries for 

Grace UMC! His flattering offer seem to 

come out of the blue, because I had not  

even considered the possibility.  Of course 

I was honored, but there was much to pray 

and mull over. After days of praying and 

seeking God's will, as well as receiving 

many  answers about all my inquires from 

Jerry and Pastor David (who promised he 

did not know ahead of time), I began to get 

excited about filling a slot for which I have 

always had a deep passion.  My precious 

friend, Carolyn Turner, has graciously 

offered her guiding hand when needed, 

and I am so blessed by her example and 

the sweet disposition that  she is so 

characteristically known for displaying. I 

never thought the honor of filling her 

position would befall me. I ask for your 

patience, help, and suggestions as I 

attempt to learn what comes as second 

nature to Carolyn whose 25 years of 

faithful employment has served Grace in 

an exemplary fashion.  Thank you Grace 

UMC for the privilege of serving my church 

family in this capacity.  I solicit your 

prayers and ideas as we embark on the 

next leg of this Christian journey together! 

May God guide us each and every step of 

the way!  Sherry Bauknight  



It's On!    The gauntlet 

has been dropped, and the 
epic challenge of the 
decade is just on the 
horizon here at Grace 
UMC!  Jerry Lipscomb, 
SPRC Servant Leader, has 
challenged Pastor David to a "Youth Ice 
Water Challenge."  Realizing that we are 
raising funds for our Youth Director 
($4000.00) and the Church Budget 
($6,000.00) for a total of $10,000.00 
everyone has the opportunity to share the 
bucks & the cubes.   
 The Sunday the goal is reached, 
we will meet on the front steps of the 
church to chillingly wash Pastor David & 
Jerry Lipscomb.  But wait…Preston 
Morton has issued another challenge, as 
he will also be doused with ice water AND 
let someone shave his head!!  Come on 
and join in this enjoyable (for some) & 
chilling (for others) time.  Watch the dollars 
thermometer rise as the water temperature 
drops. Updates weekly! 

New Children's 
Church Curriculum:   
The Nest Animated 

Bible Stories 
 Our new Children's 

Church Curriculum consists of  

"The Nest Animated Bible 

Stories" on interactive DVDs 

and is part of the NEST Complete Learning 

System collections. These DVDs are 

beloved by hundreds of thousands of 

families and churches. The Nest Animated 

Stories include thirty-six Bible stories from 

the Old and New Testament. All of these 

children's DVDs help teach children a 

Biblical worldview, as well as character 

values and timeless principles! Teachings 

from these Bible DVDs also strive to instill 

important values such as honesty, love, 

compassion, and the power of prayer. An 

activity book full of skill-developing activities, 

word games, puzzles, coloring pages, and 

more is included for both younger and older 

children with each video in the collection. 

The activity books help children interact 

rather than simply listen, creating a better 

understanding and learning experience. We 

pray our children will enjoy, grow, and learn 

from all that this series has to offer! 

 

Upsidedown Town Kids 

 Attention Sunday School Kids!!! It's 
not too late! Come with us for the last two 
lessons in the latest eight week 
F.L.I.G.H.T. (Finding Light in Gods 
Heavenly Truth) Sunday School series to 
a very strange town, a place where people 
live their lives upside down. Now that 
doesn't mean the people there stand on 
their heads or that you'd climb to the 
ceiling to get into your bed. It's the wrong 
choices they make that we call "upside 
down." And some of their choices are the 
strangest around. Some of the people 
choose not to forgive. Others give up 
quickly and that's no way to live. There's a 
woman who gives warnings and tries to be 
nice, but she neglects to follow her own 
advice. There's a man named Jack who 
refuses to go back. There's a worrisome 
man with panic attacks. There's a friend 
who hears advice both good and bad. 
That story ends up with an entire town 
mad! There's a tale of a couple who 
refuse to help others. But that's not all the 
stories, I can think of one other. There's a 
man with the coolest device anywhere! 
But though he has many, he refuses to 
share. Yes there are many lessons that 
teach and confound. And we'll learn from 
the Bible many truths quite profound. 
When we don't live as God wants, we live 
life upside down. So travel with us, my 
friend, to Usidedown Town! 

 

Chef P. Morton 
"Graces" Grace! 

 Chef P. Morton, Grace 
UMC's own Youth Director, 
"graced" us with his culinary 
prowess on August 27th at our 

monthly Family Night Supper.  His 
signature Taco Soup served with sour 
cream, chips, salad, and dessert made for 
a superb meal! In addition to our regular 
folks from Grace, we were pleasantly 
surprised when a large table full of Union 
High School track team members joined 
us and even helped clean up afterwards. 
Thank you Chef Morton! What other 
talents are you hiding??? Welcome to 

 the Grace Family ! 
 

Crystal & Mike Ham 
 302 Hart Street 
 Union, SC  
 426-6414 
 

Everette King (Baptism) 
     Son of Letha & Jeremy 
 

Megan Mathis 
 Bryson & Audrey 
 197 Oakland Road 
 Union, SC 
  

Preston Morton 
 1212 S. Pinckney Street  
 Union, SC 29379 
 843-457-3902 
 

Melissa & Stewart Wagner 
 Lane (Baptism) 
 108 Park Drive 
 Union, SC 
 429-9078 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye,  
Hear Ye Children! 

 

 Our next eight week  Sunday 
School series, "Kingdom Tales," begins on 
October 19th and will take you right to the 
throne room of King Earl the Undecided. 
With each lesson, the king must decide the 
best way to solve a problem in the 
kingdom. To do so, the king seeks the 
counsel of the kingdom's two most trusted 
advisers. The lessons King Earl and you 
learn will help to develop the noble 
character God wants everyone to have.  
See you there Knights and Ladies! 

Pink Sunday - October 19th 
Wear Pink to show support for a cure 

for cancer.   
Prayers Shawls will be blessed  



 

Offering Report as of          September 21, 2014 
2014  Budget                                       $358,819.48 
Needed to Meet Budget Y-T-D             262,214.06 
Budget Rec’d Y-T-D                     246,279.14 
Budget Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D                 -15,934.92 
Weekly Offering Needed                         6,900.37 
Offering Rec’d Last Week                         4,515.26  
Expenses Y-T-D                                    245,870.64  
 
Unbudgeted Fund Bal. Y-T-D             74,887.58 
Unbudgeted Expenses Y-T-D         45,654.12 

Stewardship 
Report 

Because We Care 
 

Eden Terrace, Spbg, SC: Mary Hodge 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, 

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC: Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC: Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC: Eleanor Hawkins 

Lakewood, CO:      Ann Gilliam 

Heartland Residential: Ruth Gregory, 

  Betty Lidkea & Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Lib Ruff 

Ellen Sagar Nursing: Neely Beaty  

 Lib Johns 

       

    Choir Rehearsals:  
 7:30  pm   Wed., Oct. 1, 8,                      
                   15, 22  & 29th 
 4:00 pm   Sun., Oct. 5, 12 & 19 
 

    Bells of Grace:  
 5:45 pm  Oct. 5, 12 & 19th  

 

Calling all Trunks for  
Our Upcoming  

 On October 26th Grace will host a 
"Trunk or Treat" for our children! Load your 
trunks full of wonderful treats for our 
precious Grace UMC Kids and maybe a 
few extras for some adults who love 
sweets (like Pastor David )! All trunks 
should be in the parking lot by 5pm. We 
will be ready for "treating" at 6:00pm. 
Please have children dress in non-scary 
costumes and decorate your trunks in non-
scary themes. We can't wait to see what 
you come up with! There will be a prize for 
the best trunk.  The Schedule is as follows: 
5:00pm - 5:30pm Food and Fellowship; 
5:30pm - 6:00pm Youth Led Games;  
6:00pm - 6:30pm Treats from the Trunks  
 Please contact April Glenn at 427-
5621 if you are willing to decorate/fill your 
trunk. 

 

Last 
5th Sunday Event 

Revealed  
our  New  

Church Website 
 

 On August 31st, 

Grace members gathered together in the 

Fellowship Hall at 9:45 to enjoy a wonderful 

breakfast prepared by our own Brenda 

Childers and her talented kitchen crew from 

the Lucy Lee Shuler Circle.  

 After enjoying  delicious food, 

fellowship, and singing, Pastor David took us 

on a tour of our incredible new website 

developed by, Church Council Chair, Dale 

Goff. Dale has selflessly attended 

workshops, studied church websites, and 

spent untold hours implementing our site.  

With the mere click of a mouse vast amounts 

of church information is available to us 

including many additional relevant church 

links. One of the top needs underscored on 

our church-wide survey was to improve 

communication. Dale has answered that 

need with her relentless pursuit of 

implementing a beautiful church website for 

Grace UMC.  Her hard work and diligence 

have certainly paid off as Grace UMC has a 

website that we believe is second to none, 

even in its beginning stages.  Please mark 

http://graceunion.org/ as a favorites in your 

bookmarks for quick reference, and let's 

remember to continue to thank Dale for this 

amazing ministerial tool. 

Children's  

Worship Bulletins 
Our new Children's Worship 
Bulletins have an interactive 
site FREE with our electronic 
membership that allows kids 

to enter a secret code to play games that 
correspond with the current week's 
bulletin. The site rotates through four fun 
games - Memory Match, Word Search, 
Gems of the Bible and Coloring Book - so 
each week there is something new to 
play! Check it out @ 
Games.ChildrensBulletins.com! 
 Please pick up a Children’s bulletin 
as you enter the sanctuary from the side 
door.  

Life Line Screening 
 Grace is pleased to offer a preventive 
health event. Life Line Screening, a leading 
provider of community-based preventive health 
screenings, will host their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings on 
11/8/2014.  Five screenings will be offered that 
scan for potential health problems related to: 
blocked arteries; abdominal aortic aneurysms; 
hardening of the arteries in the legs; atrial 
fibrillation or irregular heart beat; and a bone 
density screening, for men and women. 
Register for a Wellness Package which 
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis 
screening.  All five screenings take 60-90 
minutes to complete.  Call 1-888-653-6441 for 
cost and registering.   

 The Connection is the place 

to be for the Youth of Grace, This has 

become an energetic epic-center with light 

refreshments, movies, games and a lot of 

laughing during the hustle of school and 

life. We have created a relaxed 

environment for the youth to come and 

study during the week on Wednesday and 

Thursday nights, followed by fellowship and 

growth in the Word on Sundays. We have 

attempted to go paint balling twice but have 

been shut down due to bad weather. This 

has not stopped us! We went to Gravitopia 

in Greenville on September 20th and 

enjoyed an indoor adventure safe from bad 

weather. Gravitopia is an indoor trampoline 

park. Our “Jump Time” was from 2-4 p.m. 

with games that included basketball and 

foam pits. We are preparing to lead games 

for our younger children for the “Trunk or 

Treat”. Our youth will lead the service for 

November 9th with a message on Modern 

Parables, based on the series our youth 

have begun on Sunday Nights. 

http://graceunion.org/

