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From the Pastor  
 

Overflowing with Thankfulness 
 

 I hate organ recitals. Not the pipe organs kind, but the tongue kind: “How are you today, Gladys?" 

“Terrible, just terrible? Did I tell you about my gall bladder acting up?"    “Yes, Gladys." 

 She doesn't seem to acknowledge my, “Yes,” but launches into a full-scale report on gall 

bladders around the world, and hers in particular.  When she sees my eyes beginning to glaze over, 

Gladys falters for a just a moment.  She knows she has to switch gears quickly to keep me from nodding 

off.  “And I have this terrible skin rash that drives me so crazy, that I can't sleep at night."   I am trying 

hard to be polite. “Oh, I’m sorry.” 

 I attempt to stop myself, but it is too late.  The ill-fated word has crossed my lips - “sorry,”-  and 

now I have fed Gladys her first morsel of real food for the day.  She seems to take new energy, and as 

she describes her itching, I begin to sense little crawling things in my scalp.  I unconsciously reach up to 

scratch my head, but nothing gets by Gladys.  “Oh, that's the first sign,"   she begins. 

 You've met Gladys, haven't you?  The real name might be a little different.  Gladys goes under a 

number of aliases or other disguises, but it's the same complaining, self-centered woman (or man). 

 Too often, however, I meet Gladys in me.  I want people to sympathize with me, so when 

something is going wrong…and when doesn't it…I begin to complain: the Tigers (or Gamecocks) are 

having a bad season, the morals of our nation are terrible, the debates and upcoming election are 

depressing, the desire to compromise the Bible continues to grow, I never have time for myself (and 

other similar things).  When I dwell on the interior like a sick Gladys, normal complaining comes all too 

easily to my lips. 

 So when I read Colossians 2:6-7 it hits home…“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 

overflowing with thankfulness"  (NIV).  There is one phrase that really hits home, "overflowing with thankfulness."   

It begins to repeat itself over and over in my mind. 

 “Overflowing!” Some translations say “abounding.” It brings the mental picture of the Thanksgiving 

cornucopia spilling out an abundant harvest blessing.  Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 

speaks.” Whoa!  What in the world is in my heart?  Is it complaining, selfishness, pride...or is there 

Thanksgiving? 

 Thanksgiving is the mark of a Christian, because thanksgiving points out and up while my complaining 

points only back to me and feeds my pride and dissatisfaction.  Thanksgiving towards God and man fits the Great 

Commandment like a glove, (to love God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love my neighbor as 

myself ).  What better vehicle than thankfulness to express love? 

 The Pillsbury Doughboy has that endearing quality that when you poke him, he doesn't flare up mad but 

automatically responds in a friendly, perky way! I want to be like him.  Not so plump, mind you, but so full of joy 

that when someone pokes me, I want my first instinct to be thankfulness rather than being like Gladys.  I want 

people to find thankfulness oozing out of me.  I want thanksgiving to mark my conversation and manner.  In fact, 

I want to abound with, be full, and overflow with thankfulness.  This Thanksgiving, I pray that we will all be 

“overflowing with thanksgiving” (and not just turkey).   

       Growing in Thankfulness … Pastor David. 

November 2015 



GUMCEP News 
 

 Many activities are planned for 

November at GUMCEP.  The Veterans 

Day Parade will be held on November 1 

and our students will attend.  On 

Tuesday, November 24th, the students and 

teachers are planning a Thanksgiving lunch.  

GUMCEP will be open on Wed., Nov. 25th and 

closed Thanksgiving Day and that Friday.  Classes 

are full of learning and activities every day.  

GUMCEP is a very busy place.  Come and visit.  

Grace to Host  
Community 

Thanksgiving 
Service 

 

 Be sure to mark 
Tuesday, Nov. 24th at 7:00 PM and join our fellow 
Unionites as we praise the Lord for all the 
blessings He has bestowed upon us.  Various 
community preachers will participate in the service.  
Rev. Tuie Wentz, pastor of Duncan Acres UMC will 
bring the message. An offering will be accepted for 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor. 

 
 

Loyalty Dinner - November 15th 
 

 Our Loyalty Dinner will again be catered by 
Midway Barbeque and served right after church on 
November 15th.  Menu items include Turkey, Dressing, 
Giblet Gravy, Macaroni/Cheese, Green Beans, 
Cranberry Sauce, Rolls, Pecan and Lemon Pie, Tea and 
Coffee.  The cost will be $8/adult and $4/children under 
10.  Money will be taken at the door.  Please watch your 
bulletins for the sign-up/ tear off section.  We look 

forward to a time of 
joy, laughter, and 
fellowship as we give 
thanks to Him for His 
great faithfulness and 
commit to honor ours! 
Please sign up by 
Nov. 11th.  

 

Offering Report as of                          Oct. 25,  2015 

2015  Budget -                                       $       383,334.34 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $      309,124.62 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      290,004.17 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -19,120.45 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,443.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   305,588.54 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  We’re 
beginning November  and I urge each of us to 
consider our part in Grace’s budgetary needs.  
Pray about making an additional gift to ensure the 
continuation of our various ministries.        

    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2015 

 

Duncan Acres to Host  
Annual UCCOM Song Fest 

 Always a delight to attend, the Song Fest 
hosted by Duncan Acres United Methodist Church 
will be held on November 1st at 6:30 PM.  Choirs, 
duets, and soloists will gather to praise God as 
they sing selections from their individual churches’ 
repertoire.  If you need your spirit lifted, remember 
to mark your calendar for this inspiring evening!  A 
love offering will be accepted for Neighbor Helping 
Neighbor.  

 
Don’t Forget  

Grace Reminders 
 

 You can sign up for text 
and email reminders on our 
beautiful website by clicking on 
the event on the left-hand side 
and simply following the 
prompts.  Also, please 
remember to thank Dale Goff for 
the continued phenomenal job 
she does on our website! 

Grace UMC  

Using our Time, Talent, & Treas-
to 

 



Ummm! We can just taste our UMW’s wonderful cookies!  We are 

definitely looking forward to the UMW’s delicious Christmas cookies and hot chocolate 
served on December 6th as refreshments after the Children’s Christmas Play.  We are 
asking that the cookies be brought to the church by 12pm on that day.  Thank you 
UMWs for using your gifts to help celebrate the Christmas Season with our church 
family!  You do so much for all of us! 

 

Silhouette Children’s Christmas Play on the Horizon 
 

 Our very talented and busy Children’s Ministry Team is planning a 
“Silhouette Christmas Play” for us on December 6th at 6pm. Please come and 
support our wonderful Grace kids as they help to refocus our attention on the birth 
of Jesus.  This evening promises to honor the most cherished gift ever given 
through the theatrics of children.  We hope you can join us!  You will certainly be 
blessed! 

Fun Day with the Bible  
 

 On October 18th, Mike and Kris Zimmerman, graciously drove their merry band of 
five children to Foster’s Chapel United Methodist Church to enjoy Fun Day with the Bible.  
While there, participants, Mary Katherine James, Allie Owens, Mae Hollins Woodall, as 
well as Keldin and Kameron Zimmerman, enjoyed a “Worm” theme used to promote 
Biblical learning.  Sweet and sour gummy worms were deliciously employed to illustrate 
the sweet and sour moments in life.  Children began by first singing and then rotated to 
three more sessions of games, crafts, and the Bible story.  Next year, we look forward to 
adding more children to our merry band!  Thanks Mike and Kris for taking your time to 
transport our precious children! 

 

Singing Around the Christmas Tree 
 

 It’s nearly time for one of the highlights of the Christmas season!  On Sunday, 
December 6

th
 at 5:30pm, Grace’s own accomplished group, Gospel Grass, will lead us 

in singing Christmas carols around the Christmas tree.  As we open this season with 
love, joy, peace on earth, and goodwill from God toward men, let us take this time to lift 
our hearts heavenward with songs of praise and gratitude. Thanks “Gospel Grass” for 
pointing us toward Him by continuing to share your wonderful gifts! 

Wow Trustees and Grace Volunteers! Wow! 
 

 It is indeed incredible to see what our Trustees and other caring Grace 
volunteers are doing to clean up and revamp the 2nd floor of the Educational 
Building.  Rooms are being meticulously cleared of ancient clutter and then freshly 
painted.  With the help of George Spencer, floors are then cleaned and waxed to a 
brilliant sheen.  Please thank your Trustees, Volunteers , and George for all their 
hard work, and consider lending them a helping hand!  As the old adage goes, 
“Many hands make light work!” 



 

Convenient Bulletin Sign-up/Tear-offs for 
Fund Raisers and Dinners 

 

For your convenience, ushers will hand out 
bulletins with a sign-up, tear off section for Fund Raisers 
and Dinners.  You may wait until you get home to cut it 
off with scissors and bring it back, or simply fold it back 
and forth a few times creasing with your fingers each 
time as you go. It will tear right off!  You may then place 
it in the offering plate or in the Convenient Drop-off Box 
on the Welcome Table, whichever is the most 
convenient for you! 

 

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 

 

Wed. Nov.  4th  7:30pm 
Wed. Nov.  8th    4:00pm  
Wed. Nov. 11th   7:30pm  
Wed. Nov. 15th   4:00pm 
Wed. Nov. 18th   7:30pm 
Wed. Nov. 22nd 4:00pm 

 
 

 

Bells of Grace Rehearsals 
 

Sun. Nov.  8th  5:45pm 
Sun. Nov. 15th 5:45pm 
Sun. Nov. 22nd  5:45pm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 7th is just around the corner, and the youth are going to River Banks Zoo! General admission 

is $14.00 and monies for food will be needed. We will leave the Church at 10am in the church bus and return 

around 7pm. We will eat lunch at the Zoo and grab dinner on the way back home. We will pay at the gate; but 

please let me know if your youth plans to go, so we can have a head count. 

 November 20th is Faith and Family Night with the Charlotte Hornets! Admission prices start at $23 dollars 

per ticket. We would like to order our group tickets early to avoid the lines at the gate. Please let me know if your 

youth plans to attend. We will leave the church at 4pm and pick up dinner on the way. Doors open at 6pm and 

the game begins at 7pm. Postgame concert held by Finding Favor begins approximately at 10pm. We will return 

home around midnight. Please have monies for food and drinks at the arena.  

 The youth have been busy steadily showing off their painting skills as The Connection remodel is almost 

finished. New lights give the youth room a new glow (pun intended) making it more inviting to youth and their 

friends. When we complete the room, we will host an Open House at The Connection for church members and 

youth parents to come see our new room!  

 We need Safe Sanctuary approved volunteers to help with the youth. If you have the time and feel the 

call to help in this vital ministry, then please see Pastor David or Preston. Thank you. 

 The Grace youth would like to say they are truly thankful for all your help, support, and assistance with 

their ministry here at Grace this Thanksgiving season.  

 

Life Screening 
 

 On Oct. 12th, starting at 8:30am, Grace UMC hosted a communitywide Life Screening event.  Seventy-six 
people registered, and seventy-four showed up.  Two aneurysms were detected during the day.  None of the 
other tests resulted in a need for immediate attention.  A representative reported they were well pleased with the 
turnout.  Thank you Grace for hosting this worthwhile outreach! 

We are looking for a dedicated person for our  
Relay for Life Team Leader.  If you are 

interested, please call the church office. 



 

 

Combined  
Sunday School Program  

in November 
 

 Realizing that the 5
th
 

Sunday in November falls during 
the Thanksgiving Holidays, our 
5

th
 Sunday Combined Sunday 

School will be held on November 22
nd

.  Please note this change, and we will announce it in 
bulletins also.  Sherriff David Taylor will be present to share a program about “The Active Shooter”.  
This program will include information about how our church can be proactive in that scenario.  
Please plan to attend and let’s all be informed.  The Circle of Hope will host refreshments for the 

occasion. 

 

Our dear Church Family, 
 

 To say “Thank You” pales in comparison to what you, 
our Grace family, did on October 18

th
 during the morning worship 

service.  Sherry and I are deeply awed by your extensive 
outpouring of love and care you gave on Pastor Appreciation 
Day.  You might not believe it but reading your remarkable notes 
caused “faint mists to form in my ocular observatories.”   Your 
special thoughts, words and deeds mean so much and are truly 
appreciated.                                    
     With love,  
     Sherry and David 

Order Your Trees and Wreaths Now 
 

 Boy Scout Troop 42 is  again selling Christmas Trees and Wreaths.  Prices are 
the same as last year.  If you are interested in ordering one or more, please sign up at 
the Welcome Center Table.  Specific pickup date will be announced at a later time but 
will be around Thanksgiving. Thank you for your continued support of our Troop. 

Union County Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk 
Saturday, November 7, 2015 

12:00 Noon 
 The Union County Alzheimer's Support Group is hosting the first county-
wide “Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk.”  The support group will meet at 11:30 AM 
Saturday morning at Grace United Methodist Church’s parking lot.  The walk will 
begin at the church and continue to the Union County Court House and back to 
Grace Church.  
 Please join us to raise awareness for this progressive disease. 



 

HOMECOMING AND CHARGE CONFERENCE 
THANK YOU!! 

 

 WOW!!  After approximately 40 years since our last 
Homecoming (according to a devout informer), our celebration 
on October 25th could not have been better!  To see the 
concerted efforts of so many come together in an absolutely 
wonderful day of worship, renewed friendships, and fellowship 
reminds me of church homecomings when I was a child.  The 
joy, laughter and good times were evident all day long.  I am 
very thankful for the service of so many people.  We had smiling greeters, helpful ushers, an outstanding 
choir, seasoned soloists, a teen choir, and music second to none led by our talented organist and choir 
director.  The young people helped out with refreshments and made sure glasses were full at all times.  Our 
not-so-young folks prepared the grounds, Sanctuary, and Education Building.  They cleaned and re-cleaned 
areas and setup tables in the yard and Fellowship Hall.  The extremely efficient and skilled  kitchen crew, 
not only received food and tastefully arranged everything; they also made sure that the serving tables were 
full of food at all times.  To the casual observer the décor was seasonally correct.  It was taken to another 
level, however, by the crafty minds and hands that ensured that everything was superbly and artfully 
arranged.  WOW!   
 With an hour and a half worship service (with no suggestions or complaints), a fabulous meal, 
fantastic fellowship, and a crackerjack play (that means it was the best); we witnessed the reality that, “the 
work of many, make light work for all.”  Everyone’s efforts, even the ones who rode off in the sunset on a 
horse, (Jane Wilkes and Billy Jack Moore) provided the foundation for a day beyond compare.   
 Afterwards, Charge Conference offered a snapshot of the past year, and the framework for the 
upcoming year was set as main decisions were agreed upon.  During Charge Conference, the cleanup of all 
Homecoming areas was efficiently coordinated.  Everything was amazing from start to finish.  Way to go my 
fellow Gracians, and thank you for all your hard work!  Pastor David. 

Imagine No Malaria 
 

 Imagine No Malaria is the United Methodist 
church-wide effort to eradicate malaria in Africa and 
eliminate deaths caused by this preventable disease, a 
goal world leaders hoped to accomplish by 2015. 
      Malaria is preventable, but infects nearly 500 million 
people each year and kills more than one million of those 
who become infected.  Ninety percent of deaths caused 
by malaria occur in Africa where the disease is a leading 
killer of children. Every 60 seconds a child dies from 
malaria. Children who are able to survive the disease are 
faced with physical and mental impairments, such as 

poor growth and development.  Moreover, every day 25 million pregnant African women risk severe illness 
and harm to their unborn children from a malaria infection.  Malaria contributes to low birth weight among 
newborn infants, one of the leading risk factors for infant mortality. 
     Our efforts may have started with sending nets (Nothing but Nets), but they do not stop there. In addition 
to preventing malaria with bed nets, eliminating deaths caused by this disease will require educating 
communities and health care workers, developing health care infrastructure and making advancements in 
health care communications. Imagine No Malaria will create a stronger and more broad-based community 
health infrastructure to help The United Methodist Church in the fight against diseases of poverty. 
     At Charge Conference this year, our District Superintendent, Reverend Dr. Paul Harmon, stated that he 
would contribute $5.00 to each Spartanburg District Church to get their funds started for this important UMC 
endeavor. (He actually gave Grace UMC $6.00 thereby indicating that he loves us best, I guess. LOL)  Let’s 
remember to do our part by contributing to this worthy cause as we “Imagine No Malaria” together. 



 

We are so proud of Kameron Zimmerman’s Hero Award!!! 
 

 This summer the Cub Scout leaders of Pack 42 had a meeting at Cub Master 
Jason Gregory's home. The children swam and played in the backyard.  Kameron 
Zimmerman, age 9, saw a young fellow struggling in the water and with quick reaction, 
jumped in the pool and pulled the child's head above water, saving him from drowning.  
In doing so, Kameron was awarded a high honor from the Boy Scouts, the Hero's pin, 
which he will be able to wear proudly on his uniform.  Scouts teach our young boys many 
areas of safety and survival.  Mike Zimmerman, Kameron’s dad, is the Pack 42 Webelos’ 
leader. The boys meet every Monday at 7pm at Grace United Methodist Church. Way to 
go Kameron! 

 

  Ticket  Category     
Total 
Cost 

   

  Adult - With Dinner     $35 

  Adult - With No Meal     $27 

  Senior - With Dinner     $34 

  Senior - With No Meal     $26 

  Teen - (age 13-18) With Dinner     $16.95 

  Teen - (age 13-18) With No Meal     $14.95 

  Child - (age 12 and under) With Dinner     $11.95 

  Child - (age 12 and under) With No Meal       $7.00 
Tickets for The Real Christmas Story can be 

purchased @ http://www.narroway.net/ 
or call 803.802.2300 / 704.831.8893 

Guaranteed snowfall at every 
performance! See your favorite 
Christmas scenes! Hear your 
favorite Christmas songs! Then 
watch in awe-stricken wonder 
as NarroWay Productions (Ft. 
Mill) beautifully recreates the 
Real Christmas story. The most 
fun Christmas show around! 

Playing November 7 - December 21, 2015  

Broadway-Style NarroWay Original! 

 

“UMW and UMM Vendor Party” 
When:  Saturday, November 7, 2015 

Time:    9:00AM – 2:00 PM 

Where:  Bethel UMC (Fellowship Hall) 

245 S. Church Street, Spartanburg, 29301 
 

Donations:  All proceeds go to local Missions, auctioned item, door prize, etc. 

Hand-crafted jewelry, Wreaths for the holidays, Mary Kay, Carolina Kraftique, Senior Benefits 

Center, Thirty-One, Origami Owl, Tupperware and more…… 
 

Lunch, Bake Sale, and Frozen Feast Items will be on hand. 

Start your holiday shopping early!  

 

 
UMW General Meeting 

 

 The UMW General meeting will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 6:00 
PM.  Please contact your circle leader for more information.    



O give thanks to the Lord, for 

He is good; for His steadfast 

love endures forever.                       

        Psalm 107:1 



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Easley, SC:   Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

    John Heath 

Heartland Rehab:  Virginia Walker 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:   Lib Johns 

Cheraw:   Bill McCall 

Because We Care   

November   

  1  David Keith,  

 2 Nannie Rochester  

  3 Jerry Lipscomb 

 4 Sallie Jones 

 5 Charlie Long 

 5 James Roof 

 6 Dale Goff, Jim Maness 

  8  Jessi Johnston, Lane Wagner 

  9 John Glenn 

 10 Bill Weber 

 14 Noel Johnston 

  19 James Long 

 21 Jake Glenn, Mike Jolly 

 23 Terry Drum, Wayne Wallace 

 28 Allan Charles 

  

White Christmas 2015 
 

 Each year Grace UMC takes the amazing opportunity to prepare 30 food 
baskets to help families in need with a wonderful Christmas meal they would 
otherwise not be able to enjoy.  As we sit around our Christmas tables full of God’s 
gracious bounty, let us not forget those less fortunate than ourselves.  
 If you would like to submit names of needy families as recipients for White 
Food Baskets, please contact the church office by December 1st.  In addition, very 

soon boxes will be place around the church for collection of non-perishable food items from our 
members.  You may also contribute by making a check payable to Grace United Methodist Church with “White 
Christmas Food Basket Fund” placed in the “For” line.  A little closer to the delivery time, we will purchase, 
bread, fruit, and hams with these monies.  
 We will pray that our gift truly offers a bit of “White Christmas” to our fellow brethren! Thanks in 
advance for your participation in this meaningful ministry. 

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Please mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, Nov. 11th and  join 
us at Andy’s for good food and 
fellowship.   

Circle of HopeCircle of HopeCircle of Hope   
 Monday, Nov. 2nd, 10:00am  
  Anne Hames, hostess  

Johnnie Sanders Circle Johnnie Sanders Circle Johnnie Sanders Circle    
 Monday, Nov. 2nd, 10:00am  
  Church Parlor 

Lucy Lee Shuler CircleLucy Lee Shuler CircleLucy Lee Shuler Circle   
 Wednesday, Nov. 11th, 
 6:00pm  

 O God, our times are in your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants  who have birthdays this month 
as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Your support benefits Nativity’s community outreach for  

Union County’s Meals on Wheels and Union County’s Habitat for Humanity  

SEE ALL THE 

GINGERBREAD HOUSES 

 $1.00 Admission  

Includes People’s Choice Ballot  

Come and See 
Episcopal Church of the Nativity’s  

Gingerbread House Display  

FUN FOR THE  
WHOLE FAMILY! 

320 South Church Street 

Union, SC 29379 

DISPLAY HOURS       NOVEMBER 19, 20 & 21, 2015 

Thursday, November 19 4 pm - 8 pm 

Friday,       November 20 4 pm - 8 pm 

Saturday,  November 21 9 am - 2 pm 

BAKE SALE & CRAFTS GINGERBREAD HOUSE 

DRAWING 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

8 Ways Children’s Ministry Benefits Everyone 
 

 

1. It is good for public schools. Kids who learn self-control and 

  respect for authority are a blessing in any classroom. 
2. It is good for homeschoolers. Children’s ministry provides  
 another social outlet and opportunities to experience  
 learning in a large group. 
3. Mission projects actually do good for others. When kids plan  
 and do ministry projects these can be powerful acts of mercy. 
4. Good for society. Children who understand God’s moral law and how to love their neighbors  
 will make the world a better place. 
5.  It is good for the Christian movie industry. Christian booksellers have created a demand for  
 family friendly cinema. 
6.  It is good for kid’s book publishing industry. Children’s story Bibles and similar resources  
 were created because parents (and churches) were looking for this type of material. 
7.  It is good for their future spouses. Children who learn to love their neighbors and follow  
 Jesus in all of life will be ready for marriages that last a lifetime. These values must be  
 learned early in life. 
8.  It is good for their future employers. Hard work and self-control are virtues that the Bible  
 assumes all Christians will demonstrate. Children’s ministry helps produce adults who love  
 Jesus and follow his Word. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://ministry-to-children.com/category/homeschooling/
http://ministry-to-children.com/category/christian-parent-movie-review/

