
Grace United Methodist Church 

Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  29379                          Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor           Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

  

Where’s Our Focus: Past Mistakes or Future Promises?  
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.”    2 Corinthians 5:17 
 In John 21we read the story about Jesus appearing to the disciples early one morning. It was 
just days after the Resurrection. They were out fishing and hadn't caught a thing. Though they didn’t 
recognize Him, He called to them from the shore, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some." (Verse 6)  So they did, and a miracle happened. They caught fish. So many in 
fact, that they were "unable to haul the net in because of the large number..."   
 Our God is The God of miracles. It was this miracle that enabled Peter to recognize the 
person on the beach was Jesus.  The best part is that Jesus had gone before them, and He'd already 
prepared a fire with fish and bread for them. He'd been there waiting.  He invited them to bring some 
of their fish and "come and have breakfast." (Verses 10-12)    
 Over a fire and some food, He had a heart to heart talk with Peter. Three times He asked 
Peter if he “really” loved Him. He was referring to the kind of love that involves self-sacrifice and 
the willingness to give all.  This kind of love also involves deep faithfulness, commitment, strong 
character, and active expression. 
 Remember, Jesus had previously called Peter “the rock." Peter was the one who had claimed 
he would never deny Christ, yet denied him three times in the courtyard before Jesus’ journey to the 
cross. We know him as impulsive or fearful at times, yet strong and bold at other times. That 
morning Peter was probably not feeling much like a "rock" as he sat with Jesus, defeated and guilt-

ridden.  He likely had a sense of failure hanging over his head as he rehearsed what he'd done, beating himself 
up, and possibly living under the weight of the "what if's." 

Now once again, Peter finds himself by a fire. I wonder if he was reminded about the other fire that 
warmed him as he had denied Christ?  This time, however, Jesus pulled up a seat, sat with him, ate with him, 
talked with him, and got right to the heart of the matter. 

Three times Peter had denied Him, and now three times Jesus asked Peter of his love before 
recommissioning him into a life of service and purpose. Jesus forgave. He instilled hope and gave Peter 
instructions to follow, serve, love, tend to, and care for believers.  Jesus gave him a renewed purpose and 
vision in the midst of deep regret, guilt, and shame. WOW!  Peter’s slate was wiped clean.  He was given a 
fresh start.  Jesus gave a deeper purpose and calling to press on, leaving the past behind and walking more 
faithfully in the future. 

My dear friends, this is who our GOD is! He’s the One who is Mighty in miracles, loving, forgiving 
and kind. He’s the One who waits for us and speaks to our hearts. He gives us a calling and never allows our 
defeat and failures to have the final word in this life. 

It doesn’t matter where we’ve walked, what we've been through, or where we find ourselves today. 
We are assured that He is ALWAYS ABLE. He can turn around every wrong road we've taken and get us 
back on course, making us stronger than before. He can use every failure or defeat, and turn it around for 
good. You see, all this takes place because that's God’s nature.  With God’s encouragement we can press 
forward.  He has great opportunities ahead that offer great blessing and purpose.  He makes all things new! 

In our Savior, Jesus, we are more than any mistake of our past.  Christ calls us out, and He wants us to 
move forward.  He redeems and sets us free.  We can let go of the guilt and hurt that hovers close and start 
spending our time on the "right side of the boat," where there is blessing and goodness still in store. He waits 
for us every morning, offering food for our spirits from His Word and calling us to a life of love. Thank Him 
today for the fresh start He offers.   …Praising Jesus for “all things”…Pastor David.  



Stewardship  

Report   2017 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                    April 23, 2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $       123,095.98 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       112,884.09 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -10,211.89 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       107,366.71 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon,. May 1st, 10:00 AM  

 Janet Sherbert, hostess 
 

 Mon.., May 1st, 11:00 AM 
         In the Conference Room  
 

 Wed., May 10th, 6:00 PM  

 

Infinite Possibilities 
        By Jessica Brodie 

 

 I haven’t always been a daily Bible 
reader, and last Lent, I decided that needed to 
change. It proved to be a spiritual awakening. 
This Lent, I was led to a new spiritual 
discipline: morning quiet time with God. Instead 
of immediately reaching for my cell phone in 
the predawn light, scrolling through emails and 
headlines, now I sink to my knees for a few 
moments of silent meditation. I try to be still 
and bask in His love, and then I reach for my 

devotional (right now, “Jesus Calling”—wonderful!). It’s a nice start to the day, a time of spiritual nourishment that sets the 
pace and tone for all that is to come. It has allowed me a new kind of peace in and attentiveness to creation, and later that 
morning when I read and journal about Scripture, that early-morning foundation makes my understanding richer, fuller and 
far deeper than ever before. 
 Before, I used to hear people talk about being “hungry” for the Word, and I truthfully didn’t know what they meant. 
Now I do. It’s an amazing feeling. 
 Not just that, but I find that by starting my day in the Lord and committing to daily prayer and Bible reading, in 
essence I’ve put on my spiritual armor for the day. No matter what comes my way, it’s OK. 
And oddly, I’ve found it has actually freed up my time, which is possibly my most challenging issue in this season of my 
life and the thing that used to stop me from committing to daily Bible time. I literally don’t stop from morning to night 
between juggling work, family and fitness. Yet I’m finding that the more time I give to God, the more time I actually seem 
to have! The math doesn’t equate, but God’s bigger than math; He makes it so. 
 It’s like the person afraid of tithing because he didn’t think he could afford to spare any of his slim wages, then 
started and found he had plenty after all—only, for me, I was afraid of tithing more time, and now look. There’s plenty. 
Shame on me for being so stingy with my time before, but lesson learned, and now I’m excited about what God’s going to 
show me next. 
 See, when we turn over our lives to Him and really mean it, amazing things happen. When we decide “God’s way, 
not my way,” He uses us and transforms us in beautiful, breathtaking ways we could never have even fathomed on our 
own. 

 

Young at Heart 
  

 Join us at Andy’s on Wednesday, 

May 10th at 12 noon, for good food and 

fellowship.   

 

 
  



 
 
 

Chancel Choir  
 

Wed., May  3 –  7:30pm 

Wed., May 10 – 7:30pm 

Wed., May 17 – 7:30pm 

Wed., May 24 -  7:30pm 

Wed., May 31 -  7:30pm 
 
 

Bells of Grace 
 

Sun., May   7 - 5:45pm 

Sun., May   21 –9:30am 

 11:00am  

   Bells play during worship service  

 

Family Night  
Supper  

  
 

 Please bring your 

whole family and a dish to 

share to our Family Night 

Supper on Wednesday, 

May 24th at 6:30 PM.  The 

Clyburn/Whitener Class will 

be our host.  

 

Sonshiners/MCF/MYF 
 

 Our last meeting for Sonshiners/MCF/MYF 

was Sunday, April 30.  We want to thank all teachers, 

meal planners, and especially our children/youth and 

their parents for their support and participation.  We 

will resume our meetings in the fall.  Blessings to 

each member of this wonderful program. 

 
Union Music Club  

May (Open) Meeting 
 

 The May meeting of the Union Music Club 

will be an open meeting (public invited) on 

Tuesday, May 9th at 7:00pm in the sanctuary of 

Grace UMC.  The program will feature a spring 

concert by the Union County High School Gifted & 

Talented (GT) Music Class.  Music Club 

Scholarships and other music awards will be 

presented at this time, also.  The program will be 

followed by a reception in the parlor at the back of 

the sanctuary. 

National Music Week 
 

 May 7-14  has been designated National 

Music Week by the National Federation of Music 

Clubs (NFMC).  The theme this year is “Music…

An Adventure for Life”.  Let us take time to thank 

all of those who dedicate their time & talents to our 

music program throughout the year! 

 

 
 

EPWORTH IS OUR 
MINISTRY!  

 

 Did you know that 

in the last year Epworth 

Children’s Home gave 

150 children a safe and 

loving place to call home?  

Each of these children had this opportunity because 

people and churches like us embrace and provide for 

this wonderful ministry for the children and families in 

South Carolina. We will participate in the annual 

Mother’s Day Offering on Sunday, May 14th 2017, to 

benefit the children who call Epworth home. Please 

be in prayerful consideration of what God is calling 

you to give to this valuable and life changing ministry. 

For more information about Epworth Children’s 

Home, you can visit them on the web at 

www.epworthchildrenshome.org. 

http://www.epworthchildrenshome/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Salkehatchie  

Leader Meeting Rescheduled 
 

 On Saturday, May 13th, the Salkehatchie 

leaders will meet at 9:00 AM at Grace for an 

organizational meeting.   They will tour the 2017 

homes in order for each leader to choose the site he/

she will work on, and to begin constructing a supply 

and tools list necessary to complete the projects on 

their given home.  Please keep our camp in your 

prayers. 

 
 
 

Graduate 

Recognition Day 

May 21
st

 
 

 

This year, to celebrate 

Graduate Recognition 

Day, Grace will honor three college graduates:      

  David Beavans, son of Gwen and 

Clark Beavans, will graduate from the 

University of South Carolina, Columbia with a 

BS in Accounting.  David plans to pursue a 

Master’s Degree in Accountancy.    

           Jacob Gault, son of Melodi and Freddie 

Gault, will graduate from Spartanburg 

Methodist College and plans to a pursue a 

degree in Special Education at Coastal 

Carolina. 

 Connor Hudson, son of Marie and 

Steve Hudson, will graduate from Clemson 

University with a BS in Electrical Engineering.  

Connor will attend graduate school at Georgia 

Tech University this August.    

           These proud graduates will receive 

devotional books during our worship service 

and afterwards enjoy lunch with their families.  

We have watched these three graduates grow 

up in our church and become outstanding 

young men. We are proud of each one and 

their accomplishments.  Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clemson University’s Center for Corporate Learning is offering a variety of online courses this 

summer designed to promote phonics, comprehension, vocabulary, study skills, speed reading and a love of 

reading.  The program design and instruction are provided by the Institute of Reading 

Development.  Children ages 4 through rising 10th grade are eligible for this program.  For information on 

cost, further details or to register for the program, please call 1-800-964-9974. More information can be 

found at our Welcome Center Table.  Happy Reading!! 

 
Confirmation  

Sunday  

May 7 
 

We are very excited to 

have six confirmands join the 

membership of Grace.  On Sunday, May 7th, Maggie 

Berry, Mary Kathryn James, Jake McGee, Allie Owens, 

Carson Valentine and Katie Wagner will affirm their 

faith during the morning worship service.  Please make 

plans to attend and be in prayer for this fine group of 

young people. 

 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

Because We Care  May  

  3 Jon Nick Gault,  

  Abbie Valentine 
 

 4 Sarah Paige Glenn 
 

 10 Dillon Earls 
 

 11 Johnny Sinclair 
 

 12 Frances Adams 
 

 15 Blaise Ham, Richard Kelly 
 

 17 Sebastian Fowler, Ruth Gregory,  

  Letha King 
 

 19  Cal Arnold  
 

  20  Mary Ann Wilkins, Kris Zimmerman 
 

 21 Clay Harrison, Joe Nichols,  

  Linda Parker 
 

 23 Linda Roberson 
 

 24 Marie Hudson, Sandra Whitaker 
 

 27 Betty Rash 
 

 29 Caroline Moss 
 

 31 Betsy Sheorn 

 

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the recent 

newsletter submissions.  

Please be encouraged to 

continue this trend!  It takes all of us working 

together to have the best possible newsletter.  

Deadline for the June Grace Messenger will 

be May 17th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your goodness 

all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP is completing  
another successful school year.    
Practicing has already begun for 
our End-of-the-Year Program, 
“Traveling with GUMCEP”, 
which will be held on Thursday, 

May 25
th
, at 6:00 pm.  Everyone is invited.  

 GUMCEP’s Summer Fun Program will 
officially begin on June 5.  Teachers are busy 
planning and scheduling summer activities for the 
children.  Trips scheduled for the older children 
include weekly movies in Gaffney at Big E, picnics 
at Foster’s Park, and monthly trips to Mr. Gatti’s.    
The younger children will participate in story time 
at the library, and playing lots of learning games.  
Come and visit GUMCEP anytime.     

 

 

 

 National Day of 

Prayer, May 4th, calls on 

all people of different faiths in 

the United States to pray for 

the nation and its leaders. It 

is held on the first Thursday 

of May each year.  



 

2017 National Letter Carrier  
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 

 
 

  Saturday, May 13th marks the 25th anniversary of one of American’s 

great days of giving - the National Association of Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hunger 

Food Drive.  Letter carriers walk through the community every day, often coming face 

to face with the sad reality for too many, hunger.   

 So, each year on the second Saturday in May, letter carriers across the 

country collect non-perishable food donations from their customers.  These donations 

go directly to local food pantries and organizations to provide food to people in Union County who need our 

help.  Last year over 71 million pounds of food was collected nationally, feeding an estimated 30 million 

people.  The need is great.  Currently, 49 million Americans - 1 in 6 - are unsure where their next meal is 

coming from.   

 To participate in this most worthy cause is simple.  Just leave a non-perishable food donation in a 

bag by your mailbox on Saturday, May 13th, and your letter carrier will do the rest.  There will also be a 

hamper in the lobby of the Post Office for you to drop off food.  Please join in America’s great day of giving 

and help us in our fight to end hunger. 

 

Grace Invites Children 

4K – 5
th

 Gr. 

to Camp O ut VBS 

Sun., June 25 -  

Tues., June 27  

from 5:30 – 8:00 pm 
 Camp Out VBS is a three-day summer adventure 

that will teach children about Jesus, God’s Son, who lights 

the way through the adventure of life. Get ready for fun, 

laughter, excitement, a bit of noise, and the joy of children 

as they discover they have a caring friend and guide in 

Jesus. The children will participate in music and motions to 

the Camp Out songs, experience hands on Bible stories, 

create meaningful projects, play games inspired by 

camping fun and enjoy tasty snacks. Registration forms will 

be on the Welcome Center Table and our website. The 

deadline to register is June 20th. Please pray for this 

important children’s ministry, say “YES” when asked to help 

and invite children and their friends to attend. 

 

Grace’s 

Wonderful 

Living Easter 

Cross 
 

     Sally Summers, 

Tommy Garner 

and Frances 

Adams made our 

Easter cross look 

so beautiful while 

inspiring us to 

remember the true 

meaning of Easter.  Thanks to them and all 

Grace members who contributed flowers and 

greenery on Easter morning. We also 

appreciate Trip and Drew Sheorn and the 

other team members who helped erect the 

crosses in the sanctuary and in front of our 

church.  

 
 One More Round of Applause to Brenda Childers for her wonderful expertise 

on organizing all the ladies and men who worked faithfully each week to plan and prepare those 

delicious Lenten meals.  A big thank you also goes to our cleanup crews, decorators, cashiers, 

and dishwashers.  Everyone working together makes it possible to offer this inspiring seven 

weeks of community worship and fellowship.  



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  WHY ASBURY HILLS? 

 Summer camp at Asbury Hills is all about fun, faith, and fellowship.  Our campers: 

 Form new friendships with cabin mates and counselors 

 Participate in a variety of age-appropriate activities 

 Deepen faith with small-group devotions 

 Experience powerful worship led by our worship team 
   Because of these things, we see powerful results in our campers each summer:  

 96% grew in their faith and their relationship with Christ  

 98% tried something new. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

