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Grace United Methodist Church 
Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

  P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor                                                                                Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

May 2015 From the Pastor  
 

 It’s a New Day: The Choice is Yours   
 

 It’s quiet. It’s early. My coffee is 

hot. The sky is still black. The world is still 

asleep. The day is coming.  In a little while 

the day will arrive. It will roar down the 

track with the rising of the sun. The stillness 

of the dawn will be exchanged for the noise 

of the day. The calm of solitude will be 

replaced by the pounding pace of the human race. 

The refuge of the early morning will be invaded by 

decisions to be made and deadlines to be met. For 

the next twelve plus hours I will be exposed to the 

day’s demands. It is now that I must make a 

choice. 

 Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose. 

And so I choose… 

  Love. No occasion justifies hatred; no 

injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I 

will love God and what God loves. 

 Joy. I will invite my God to be the God of 

circumstance. I will refuse the temptation to be 

cynical... the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse 

to see people as anything less than human beings, 

created by God. I will refuse to see any problem as 

anything less than an opportunity to see God. 

  Peace. I will live forgiven. I will forgive so 

that I may live. 

 Patience. I will overlook the 

inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing the 

one who takes my place, I’ll invite Him to do so. 

Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I 

will thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of 

clinching my fist at new assignments, I will face 

them with joy and courage. 

 Kindness. I will be kind to the poor, for 

they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they are 

afraid. And kind to the unkind, for such is how 

God has treated me. 

 Goodness. I will go without a dollar 

before I take a dishonest one. I will be 

overlooked before I will boast. I will confess 

before I will accuse. I choose goodness. 

 Faithfulness. Today I will keep my 

promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. 

My associates will not question my word. My 

wife will not question my love. And my children 

and grandchildren will never fear that their 

PawPaw doesn’t love them with a heart like my 

Father. 

 Gentleness. Nothing is won by force. I 

choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice, may it be 

only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only 

in prayer. If I make a demand, may it be only of 

myself. 

 Self-control. I am a spiritual being. After 

this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I refuse to 

let what will rot, rule the eternal. I choose self-

control. I will be drunk only by joy. I will be 

impassioned only by my faith. I will be 

influenced only by God. I will be taught only by 

Christ. I choose self-control. 

  Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control. To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I 

will give thanks. If I fail, I will seek His grace. 

And then, when this day is done, I will place my 

head on my pillow and rest… 

  In the grace of our Savior, Pastor David. 
    

GUMCEP News 
 

 The school year at 

GUMCEP is coming to an 

end.  On Thursday, May 21, 

at 6:00 pm we will have our 

End of the Year Program and 

Graduation.  A reception will follow the 

program.  Everyone is invited.   On June 

1, the summer program starts.  There will be 

lots of activities going on during the summer.  

Come and visit any time.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
May 3 - Jon Nick Gault,  
 Abbie Valentine 
  4 - Sarah Paige Glenn 
10 - Dillon Earls 
11 - Johnny Sinclair 
12 - Frances Adams 
13 - Wes Vassey 
15 - Blaise Ham, Richard Kelly 
17 - Sebastian Fowler, Ruth Gregory, 
  Letha King 
19 - Cal Arnold 
20 - Mary Ann Wilkins,  
 Kris Zimmerman 
21 - Clay Harrison, Joe Nichols,  
 Linda Parker 
23 - Linda Roberson 
24 - Marie Hudson, Sandra Whitaker 
27 - Betty Rash  
29 - Caroline Moss 
31 - Betsy Sheorn 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org


Upcoming Walk to Emmaus! 
 

On an Emmaus Walk:  
 You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, 
worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small 
groups.  Discussions center around fifteen talks given by 
laity and clergy.  These talks present the theme of God’s 
grace, how that grace comes alive in the Christian 

community, and how it is expressed in the world.  You’ll also discover how grace is real in 
your life, how you live a life of grace, and how you bring that grace to others.  You will 
have the opportunity to participate in the daily celebration of Holy Communion and to 
understand more fully the body of Christ.  You will experience God’s grace through the 
prayers and acts of anonymous service offered by the Emmaus community.  You will 
leave with an experience of Christian love in action that will equip you for new levels of 
grace-filled service and leadership. Visit - http://www.midlandsemmaus.com/ for more 
information.  Applications are available on the Welcome Table!          

May 21-24, 2015 – Men            May 28-31, 2015 – Women 

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle Meeting Features Guest Speaker 
 

 On Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 6pm, the Lucy Lee Shuler Circle featured guest speaker, 
Rebecca Rochester, from Buffalo UMC who presented a very informative program on Prayer Beads.  
Much of the interesting information she shared is outlined in the article below. 
 About 30 years ago, a group of Episcopalians in Texas was learning about ancient prayer 
practices and tools to help them pray without ceasing.  They stumbled across some prayer beads, and 
with time they developed a new form of prayer beads they started calling “Anglican prayer beads.”  It 
was different from the rosary, because rather than providing a set of prayers to be recited, the 
Anglican prayer beads were to be used as a guide and structure for extemporaneous prayer. Since 
that time, the Anglican prayer beads have expanded into being known as protestant prayer beads.   
 They soon realized that prayer beads helped them acknowledge that they were in the 
presence of God by touching, holding, and feeling the shape and texture of the beads.  In essence, 
the beads stilled their wandering minds, so that they could focus on noticing God with them.  The 
beads helped them to feel connected with God. 
 Prayer beads can also help one to learn what to pray and how to pray.  We don’t need to 
memorize anything, but the structure of the prayer beads can guides us.  The prayer beads are 
divided into 4 sections.  If you hold a set of prayer beads in one hand and hold the cross (always 
included with the beads) with your other hand, you will notice that next to the cross is one big bead 
that is called the “Invitatory Bead.”  This bead invites us to a journey of prayer. Then, you will notice 
that the prayer beads form a circle.  In the circle, there are four big beads, with seven smaller beads in 
between.  The four big beads create a cruciform shape to remind us of the four points of the 
cross.  Four also reminds us of the four gospels, the four seasons of the year, and the four 
directions. The smaller set of 7 beads is also significant.  Because a week has 7 days, these are 
called the week beads.  Seven, of course, is a significant number for Christians.  The church calendar 
has 7 seasons (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time).  There 
were seven days of creation, and in the book of Revelation, John writes letters to seven 
churches.  Both Jews and Christians believe that the number 7 symbolizes spiritual perfection.   
 

Below is an example of prayer called The Full Circle Prayer from “A Bead and a Prayer: A 
Beginner's Guide to Protestant Prayer Beads” 
 

Touch the cross and beads as you pray. 
Cross: Loving God, 
Invitatory bead: You have called me into this time of prayer to 
be with you. 
First cruciform bead: I praise you, Lord, for… 
Week beads, set 1: Use each bead to praise God; think of 
different qualities of God for which you would want to give praise. 
Second cruciform bead: I ask, Lord, for your forgiveness for… 
Week beads, set 2: Use each bead to confess your sins to God. 
Third cruciform bead: I pray, Lord, for… 
Week beads, set 3: Use each bead to list your intercessions — 
your joys and concerns for yourself or others. 
Fourth cruciform bead: I thank you, Lord, for… 
Week beads, set 4: Use each bead to offer thanks to God for the blessings in your life. 
Invitatory bead: Christ is alive in me.  Thanks be to God. 
Cross: Amen.  
Christ is alive in us.  Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

Why Sunday School is Important 
 

What if I told you there was a well-researched and statistically proven program that 
on average can: 
 

 increase the average life expectancy of your children by 8 years  
 significantly reduce your child's use and risk from Alcohol, Tobacco and Drugs  
 dramatically lower their risk of suicide  
 help them rebound from depression 70% faster  
 dramatically reduce their risk for committing a crime  
 improve their attitude at school and increase their school participation  
 reduce their risk for rebelliousness  
 reduce the likelihood that they would binge drink in college  
 improve their odds for a "very happy" life  
 provide them with a life-long moral compass 
 provide children with a caring extended family  
 get them to wear their seatbelts more often, 
 and will also statistically improve the odds that they will lead an active church life 

in their adults years 
 

Is there such a program? YES, there is. The program is called "active church 
participation."  We encourage you to take advantage of all that Sunday School and 
church have to offer by bringing your children every Sunday.  Give your children “the best” 
by teaching them to actively participate in church at every age!   

http://www.midlandsemmaus.com/


Exciting Trip planned  
for Gyms and Stars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 On May 31st, the Gyms and Stars 
will travel to see Samson, The Last Judge 
at Narroway Productions in Fort Mill, 
SC.  More details to follow from Pat 
Owens. Stay tuned! 

Senior FIT Club 
 

 It's not too late to join the Senior 
FIT Club, geared towards members ages 
50 and above. This is a very welcoming 
group wanting you to be encouraged, not 
discouraged, to progress at a fitness level 
that is comfortable for you. Our exercises 
are simple and low-impact, yet highly 
effective, and everyone receives a book 
and DVD for home use. With focus on faith 
and fitness, we have the ability to make 
lasting changes to our overall health. 
Please join us every Tuesday at 11. We 
would love to see you there!  

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
The next YAH meeting 
will be Wednesday, May 
13th at noon! See you 
there! 

Youth Sunday School  
 

 Please help spread the word that 
our Jr./Sr. High Sunday School class is 
taught by Preston Morton every Sunday 
starting at 10am. Let's encourage all of 
our Jr./Sr. High students to make the 
most of all that Sunday School has to 
offer!   (The Jr. and Sr. High groups will 
remain separated on Wednesdays and 
Sunday afternoons.) 

MCF/Sonshiner  
End of Year Party 

 

 May 31st from 5pm to 6:30, the 
MCF/Sonshiners are invited to attend an 
End of Year Party that includes delicious 
ice cream treats and lots of fun games!  
We don’t want to give any secrets away, 
but there is a rumor that one of the 
games includes shower caps, shaving 
cream, and cheese doodles!  Can’t wait 
to see what Ms. April has up her sleeve 
this time!  See you there! 

5
th

 Sunday Program  
May 31st  

 

 Advocate Awareness Day is an 
opportunity to learn about our SC 
Conference Newsletter Ministry.  On May 
31, during our 5th Sunday Combined 
Sunday School time, a member from The 
Advocate Board will share an informative 
presentation about our Conference 
Newspaper.  Plan to attend and learn 
about The Advocate.  The Johnnie 
Sanders Circle will be our hostess. 

Event Night  
May 8 

 

 Relay for Life 
Event night will be 
Friday, May 8th,  at the 

Union County Fairgrounds. Support our 
Grace Team! Luminaries are available 
($10 each)  for purchase in honor of or in 
memory of loved ones who have fought 
the battle against cancer. “Luminary 
Sunday”, May 3rd, the luminaries will be 
displayed in church and then placed 
around the track on event night. Canned 
goods are also needed to hold the 
luminaries in place around the track and 
will be donated to The Potters House so 
please bring a canned good to church on 
Sunday May 3rd.  
 The Grace team will also be having 
a bake sale on Friday May 8th at the Lions 
Club on Main Street from 9am-noon. 
Please help by donating baked goods or 
stopping by to purchase something 
delicious for your Mother’s Day 
celebration.   

You are Invited to Come and 
Make a Difference! 

 

 Every Tuesday morning at 10am, 
a number of ladies called the “Care 
Group” gathers in the Church Parlor to 
pray and send cards to those with needs 
in our church and community.  This kind 
group would like to extend a warm 
invitation to anyone who would like to join 
them for this meaningful ministry that 
impacts the lives of so many! 

Our next F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday 
School Adventure will be  

“Center Stage Kids” 
 

 Hey kids, do you want to learn to 
live a life of worship? Beginning May 3rd, 
F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday School will follow 
along on tour with world famous worship 
band, Cloud 9, as they teach an up and 
coming artist what worship is all about. 
Get an all-exclusive look at behind the 
scenes footage of the band as they 
crisscross the world to make God's Name 
famous. In this new Elevate series, Cloud 
9 will show us how to make worship a 
part of our everyday lives.  

Don’t Forget  
Epworth  

Children’s Home  
Offering on 

MOTHER’S DAY! 
 

 May 10th is Mother’s Day. We will 
buy flowers, call our mothers, and maybe 
even take them out for lunch. Most of the 
children at Epworth Children's Home will 
not be celebrating Mother’s Day with their 
mothers. Instead, they will be surrounded 
by loving staff and volunteers who walk 
with them daily to provide spiritual, 
educational, emotional and physical 
support. Faithful Methodists from the past 
and present have invested in 
comprehensive care for every child who 
calls Epworth home. As you consider what 
God is calling you to give to support our 
church’s ministry to children, remember 
Christ’s command to let the little children 
come to him. He embraces them, 
welcomes them, loves them and teaches 
them. This is what Epworth is about. Your 
generous contribution to our church’s 
ministry enables transformation for the 
children who call Epworth home. This 
offering is our opportunity to support this 
vital ministry. For more information about 
Epworth Children's Home, visit them on 
the web at 
www.epworthchildrenshome.org.  Please 
make checks out to Grace UMC and 
mark them “Epworth”.  

http://www.epworthchildrenshome.org


 

Offering Report as of                    April 26,  2015 
2015  Budget                                       $381,728.00 
Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D              88,088.16 
Budget Rec’d Y-T-D                       69,585.44 
Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D                             -18,502.72 
Weekly Offering Needed                         7,340.43 
Expenses Y-T-D                                      77,126.41 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  
We’re beginning May and I urge each of 
us to consider our part in Grace’s 
budgetary needs.  Pray about making an 
additional gift to ensure the continuation 
of our various ministries.   

Stewardship  
Report 
2015 

Because We Care 
 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, 

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC: Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC: Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC: Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Ruth Gregory, 

  Betty Lidkea & Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Lib Ruff 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:  Lib Johns 

 
 
 

 
 

    Choir Rehearsals:  
 7:30  pm  Every Wed. in 
May 
  

    Bells of Grace:  
 5:45 pm Sun., May 3  
 9:30 am  Sun. May 17 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Spring Break is over, and now we are 
all getting back in the swing of things, but we 
sure had fun while it lasted.  The Grace 
Youth had asked to do a Lock-In for months 
now, and we decided that Spring Break was 
the perfect time for one.    So, on Friday the 
10th we bunkered down in the youth room 
with chips, soda, movies, and pizza that one 
of the parents bought for us. Some of the 
youth brought their Nerf Guns for us to 
enjoy, and we played several games of 
Capture the Flag in the gym throughout the 
night. Out of the nine youth that came, only 
two managed to stay up the entire night.  
 April 18

th
 offered another Youth 

Ministry opportunity for the youth of Grace 
UMC as we jumped into action at Gravitopia, 
an indoor trampoline park in Greenville.  We 
spent two hours jumping around playing 
basketball, jumping into dive pits, and then 
the ultimate game of dodgeball with 
trampolines! Afterwards, we invaded Chick-
Fil-A in Greenville which is always a treat for 
our youth or anyone living in Union. (haha)   
 Many of our youth are members of 
the UCHS JV and Varsity Soccer teams. On 
April 18th they hosted a car wash at the Napa 
Auto Parts store to help sponsor their teams.  
Thank you for bringing your vehicles by for a 
good cleaning! 
 On Saturday, May 30th, the youth will 
be working with Neighbor Helping Neighbor.  
We will meet at Grace at 8 am. All youth 
interested please contact Preston at 843-457
-3902. 

Circle Corner 
 

Circle of Hope – 10:00 

AM, May 4, Susan 
Lawson hostess 
 

Johnnie Sanders Cir.- 
10:00 AM, May 4, Parlor  
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Cir. –  

6:00 PM, May 13 

 
Office Closed  

May 25  

 Family Night Supper  
 

 Wednesday, May 27th at 
6:30 PM.  Please bring a 
covered-dish with enough for 
your family plus one and enjoy 
the good food and fellowship.  
The Young Adult Class will be 
our host.  

 

Graduate Day 
May 17th  

 

 We have four 
high school graduates 
this year; Jacob 
Gault, Blake Berry, 
Caroline Moss and 
Charlie Long.  Grads 
will receive an 
engraved Bible in 
church and enjoy, 
along with their families, a lunch after 
church on May 17.  Deadline for 
reservations is May 11

th
 . 

 We also congratulate our higher 
education grads: Jon Nick Gault - BS in 
Chemistry from Wofford College; John 
Simmons Fallaw - Magna Cum Laude, BS 
in Business Management & Economics 
with a Minor in Accounting from 
Presbyterian College; Kinsley Vassey - 
Cum Laude, BA in Psychology with a 
minor in Criminal Justice from USC-
Columbia; and Christine Kincheloe - 
Master of Education from Converse 
College. .  We are so proud of all of you! 

Music Notes 
 

+ The Bells of Grace 
will play during the 
worship service on 
Sunday, May 17th. 
 

+ The first week of May 
(May 3-10) has been designated as 
National Music Week by the National 
Federation of Music Clubs.  The theme this 
year is “Music….Heartbeat of the 
Soul.”  Music is so important in our worship 
services, so please take the time to thank 
those adults and children who participate in 
our music program throughout the year! 
 

+ The Union Music Club’s May meeting will 
take place in our Sanctuary on Tuesday, 
May 5th at 6:00pm.  The program will 
feature vocal & instrumental solos by  the 
GT (Gifted & Talented) students from Union 
County High School.  You are invited to 
come and help support these fine, talented 
young people! 



     Announcing 2015 Everest VBS  
 July 13 - 17th 

Conquering Life’s Challenges with God’s Mighty Power 
 

 Each summer millions of children flood to churches 
across the nation to attend Vacation Bible Schools. These 
events are often the largest single evangelistic outreach that a 
church will do to reach children in their community all year. The 
statistics are staggering when you look at the impact of VBS in 
America. Lifeway research reports that 1 in 12 elementary age children in our nation attend 
VBS in their churches every year. Hundreds of thousands of salvation's are also reported at 
these events each year with a greater impact of over a quarter million new prospects added to 
church roles.  
 This year Grace UMC will host VBS in conjunction with 1st Baptist of Union.  We will 
prepare for four regular days of VBS and have a closing celebration on July 17th.  We solicit 
your prayers for this vital ministry and ask that many volunteers participate.  The old adage, 
“many hands make for light work” is particularly true with VBS.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to get 
the vast majority of preparation completed a month before VBS, so that we could all relax and 
enjoy the children the actual week of VBS?  Let’s pray, prepare, volunteer, and depend on God 
to do great things through this very important ministry! 

Lake Junaluska Camp Meeting  
“On Our Knees” May 24 - 30

th
  

 

     The “Old Fashioned Camp Meeting” has been a source of encouragement, conviction, 
inspiration and for many, a place of salvation.  In the early days, camp meeting was a moving, 
evangelistic event.  
     Wherever there was an area ripe for harvest, there was a call for a camp meeting. Hickory, 
Statesville, Lenoir and High Point were some of the first camp meetings in North Carolina. The 
first camp meeting in South Carolina was near Spartanburg in 1905. At every camp meeting 
there would be a call for and recruitment for colporteurs. Many church members in the 
Carolinas had their first contact with Adventism through the books and tracts of the colporteur.  
     J.C. Noggle, who was a member of the Hickory church, shared his experience in a video 
report of traveling from Hickory to attend a camp meeting in Charlotte. Mr. Noggle recalled 
going to camp meeting, in 1921, in a covered wagon. It took two days, with a stopover in 
Lincolnton, to make the 58-mile journey.  
     Today there’s still the encouragement and inspiration; the difference today is the 
convenience of speedy travel. Now many more people are able to come receive the blessings 
of camp meeting.  
     In the Carolina Conference there are three camp meetings. The Conference-wide camp 
meeting is held in a beautiful mountain location of Western NC called Lake Junaluska. This 
spiritual event lasts for an entire week. There are also two one-day camp meetings: Eastern 
Carolina Camp Meeting held near the coast in Greenville, NC and Low Country Camp Meeting 
in Summerville, SC, near Charleston.  
     They would love to have you join them for one or more of these Carolina Camp Meetings! 
Please see http://www.carolinasda.org/camp-meeting for more information on speakers, 
lodging and more. 

An Invitation from the  
SC Conference of UMW  

“Come Together Be Together” 
 

 Once again we are looking forward to a day of fun 
and enrichment as the time of “Come Together Be Together” 
draws near. This is a special time for the South Carolina 

Conference of United Methodist Women. We meet after Mother’s Day and before the SC 
Annual Conference to enjoy some fun. This year we will fellowship at St. Marks UMC in 
Taylors, SC. The Membership, Nurture and Outreach Committee have met to plan for a 
meaningful worship and enlightening workshops.  Mark your calendar for a day of fun on May 
16th. Our theme is “Welcomed By God: Welcoming All”. Our speaker for the event will be 
Freida Stroble, who has an awesome message to share. We are busy securing workshop 
leaders and planning a full day of fun and fellowship.  Please bring your daughters, mothers, 
and sisters.  Our mission emphasis will be “Elder Baskets” which the Limitless Team will collect 
and assemble. As you make preparations to come, grab your fun hat and any flower accessory 
you choose.  Check out the list of contents for the Elder Baskets and bring those too. We are 
going to have a great time together, and we can’t wait to see you there.  
 

ELDER BASKETS  
The baskets are a round or square laundry basket (the dollar store variety works very well).  
The baskets are filled with non-perishable food, household, and personal items. 
  Can fruits and veggies: (about 2 of each listed): green beans, corn, fruit, mixed  
  vegetables, soup 

Can meats: chicken, ham, tuna, salmon, beef stew 
Dry goods: beans, rice, pasta  
Household: laundry detergent (powder form), dish washing liquid, toilet paper, paper  
 towels 
Personal items: shampoo, bath soap, hand lotion, deodorant.  

These baskets provide meals and comfort items to Native American senior citizens. The items 
included are vital and help stretch an already meager Social Security check. Many thanks to all 
UMW units who will help with this project!  
 

Registration forms for “Come Together be Together” are located on the Grace UMC 
Information Rack, so register early and sign up for one of the workshops. 

UMW EXECUTIVE MEETING 
 

 There will be an executive meeting of all leaders and chairs of the Grace UMW on 
Sunday, May 17, 2015 at 4 pm. Please try to attend this meeting, so we can finalize plans for 
our Tea on June 7th at 3pm and be updated about other concerns. Thank you to all for your 
help and dedication.      In Christ, Sheryl 

http://www.carolinasda.org/camp-meeting

