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Moms, Multitudes and Solitude 
 

  After He had dismissed them, He went up on a mountain by Himself to pray.   
Later that night, He was alone there.   (Matthew 14:23)  

 

 She just sat down on the couch.  Finally, the day was over!  She popped open her 

laptop to check a few emails and read the news.  The kids were in bed.  Silence!  It was 

slow coming that night.  Then the alone time was abruptly over.  “Mom?  Mom?  Mom, I’m 

thirsty!”  Her youngest daughter’s voice pierced her solitude, and her alone time was over 

before it started! 

 Motherhood is demanding, isn’t it? 

 Many times our day begins with a little one pulling at us, anxious to wake up and 

start the day.  Even nights aren’t sacred or off limits with our children.  A nightmare startles 

your son or daughter awake.  The flu hits.  Someone wets the bed. 

 Motherhood is anything but easy, and it is far from quiet.  All the demands can be 

draining.   What mom hasn’t wanted to lock herself in the bathroom for a few minutes of 

peace and quiet?!  “Calgon, take me away!” 

 Whether we’re a parent or not, we can take comfort in knowing that even Jesus, God 

in the flesh, needed solitude.  He, too, knew the business of a life in demand.  People were 

always pulling and tugging at Him.  The needs were endless.  And so He routinely withdrew 

to a “lonely place” (Luke 5:16).  He got away.  He slowed down.  In all of the giving, He 

found a way to be fed by His Father.  Jesus knew and practiced the discipline of solitude. 

 Before He started His public ministry, He spent forty days in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11).  

Before making important decisions, like choosing the twelve disciples, He spent time alone (Luke 

6:12; Mark 1:35).  After some of His miracles, He found solitude (Matthew 14:23; Luke 5:16).  And 

of course, just before Jesus would go to the cross for our sins, He spent some time alone with His 

Heavenly Father (Matthew 26:26-36). 

 Are you feeling worn-out right now?  There is no guilt in getting away.  Solitude is a gift God 

gives us, so we can recharge and refill.  If we don’t spend time away and time alone, the self-

neglect can be dangerous. 

 One of the greatest things we can do for our own soul is to find solitude and pray.  Try this:  

“Father, move Your Spirit within my spirit that I will recognize that You gave me time today to be 

alone with You.  Give me the wisdom to carve out space and time to stop what I’m doing.  Help me 

push pause and be quiet.  Refresh me today.  Renew my strength.  Pour into me, so that I can pour 

out to my family.  In the precious name of Jesus I pray.  Amen.” 

 Do you ever feel guilty for wanting some alone time?  Our Lord knew how important it was, 

so let’s carve out some time to be alone too.  Think for a moment, where in your schedule will you 

carve out solitude this week?  Even ten minutes count.  It will be worth more than anyone can know. 

 Pray you’ll find the solitude away from the multitude…Pastor David. 

May  2016 



Family Night Supper 
 

 Next Family Night Supper 
will be on Wed, May 25th at 
6:30pm.  Our host will be the 
Young Adult Sunday School 
Class.  

 

Offering Report as of                          Apr. 24, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $      386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $      126,452.29 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      111,851.10 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -14,601.19 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   103,595.11 

    
 Pease put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:   
 Monday, May 2nd, 10:00am 
   Pat Owens, hostess 
 

Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:   
 Monday, May 2nd, 11:00am 
 in the church parlor  
  

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:   
 May 11th, 6:00 pm 

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 The GUMCEP staff 
welcomed Megan Cudd to their 
ranks a little over a month ago 
and, is working in the Toddler 
Room.  Megan will be a great 
asset to our program, and we 
look forward to getting to know 
her better.   
 The end of the year program and 
Graduation will be held on Thursday, May 26, at 6 
pm.  The theme for the program this year is 
“Disney Characters”.  The children have been 
working very hard during music with Carolyn 
Turner to perfect their songs.  Everyone is 
invited!.     Many activities are going on in the 
classes as we finish up this school year. Come 
and visit!   

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Young at Heart lunch 
will be  Wednesday, May 11th 
at 12 noon at Andy’s.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

Church Office Will Be Closed 
Monday, May 30th in 

observance of Memorial Day  

Epworth 
Mother’s Day Offering 

 

 TRANSFORM A CHILD’S 
FUTURE.  Each year, Epworth 
Children’s Home provides care to 
children in our own communities who 
have experienced abuse, neglect, 

and loss.  Epworth’s care breaks the destructive cycle 
and encourages children to aim higher in life.   Each 
child receives the physical, emotional, academic, and 
spiritual care they need to transform their lives.  This 
care makes a difference.  It develops long-term healing, 
self-worth and self-confidence.  It transforms children 
who are three years behind in school into honor roll 
students, high school graduates, and college students.  
Epworth’s care provides spiritual nourishment to 
strengthen their relationship with God.  On Sunday, May 
8, 2016, our congregation will support Epworth by 
collecting the Annual Epworth Mother’s Day Offering.  
Without the support of churches like ours, Epworth could 
not provide transformational care for children in need.  
We invite you to give generously to the children who call 
Epworth home.  Epworth does not receive 
denominational funding (apportionments).  This offering 
is our opportunity to support this vital ministry. For more 
information, please visit Epworth on the web at 
www.epworthchildrenshome.org.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Can you believe May is here!  That means School is almost over and summer is near!  
*May 3rd  - the MYF will have a Bible study at Dario’s right after school.  
 The topic will be Becoming mature in Christ. 
*May 4th  - The youth volunteers will meet at 6pm in The Connection. 
*May 8th - No MYF -Mother’s Day.  Instead, I encourage you to show your mother how important she is to  
 you by doing something special for her that day. 
*May 11th  & 18th -  Our Wednesday night meetings will center on relaxing after a stressful exam week.  
*May 15th we will recognize our four high school, three college, and one higher education  
 graduates during the morning service. Be sure to be in worship so you may congratulate them on  
 completing these milestones in their lives. 
*May 21st - Is your car screaming “Wash me!” , if so, this is your day!  From 10am to 2pm the MYF will be  
 sponsoring a car wash for donations at Advance Auto on the By-Pass! Come bring us your dirtiest  
 vehicle. 
*May 25th will be the last official MYF Wednesday night meeting until next school year begins. 

*May 29th - No youth meeting, celebrate 
Memorial Day and the official start of summer! 

 

See pictures below from two of our 
fundraisers as well as a group shot of  

some of our youth. 

Salkehatchie : June 18 – 24, 2016 
 

 Rev. Don Brown will again lead our Union Camp.   
Homes are being visited, and the final selections will be 
made by May 1st.  We are currently looking for a popsicle 
volunteer.  This person would deliver popsicles to each site 
as an afternoon “pick me up” in the hot summer heat.  The 
popsicles are provided by The Union County Council on 
Ministries, so the volunteer would simply deliver to the 
homes.  This is an awesome way to get a first-hand look at 
exactly what Salkehatchie is all about and meet some of 
the best youth in the SC Conference.   If  you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Caroline in the office.   
 The Union County Council On Ministries also 
provides two scholarships for Union County youth needing 
assistance to attend camp. If you know someone needing 
assistance, please contact Heather Sealy or Susan Hanvey 
to apply.  Deadline is May 15th.. We need the name of the 
youth, their church, why they require the scholarship funds 
and who to contact if they are chosen to receive the 
scholarship. These scholarships are made possible by the 
dues the Council collects from each church annually. 
  Heather Sealy @ heather.sealy@scdmh.org or 
Susan Hanvey @ shanvey@countyofunion.com 

mailto:heather.sealy@scdmh.org


 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsals 
 

Wed. May     4th    7:30pm 
Wed. May    11th  7:30pm 
Wed. May    18

th
  7:30pm 

Wed. May    25th   7:30pm  
 
 
 

 
Bells of Grace 

Rehearsals 
 

 Sun. May   1st   5:45pm  
 Sun. May   8h     9:30am 

 

Bells will be playing during the service  
May 8th for Mother’s Day. 

 
 

Youth Choir Rehearsals 
 

Sun., May   1st – 12:15pm 
Sun., May   8th – 12:15pm 
Sun., May 15th – 9:45am 
 

The Youth Choir will sing during the worship 
service on May 15th  

(Graduate Recognition Sunday/Pentecost). 

Graduate Day 
May 15

th
  

 

 This year we have four 
Union County High School 
graduates.  They are: Anna 
Kathryn Kelly who will be 
attending Winthrop University to 
study history. Mallory Elizabeth McGee - USC– 
Columbia studying nursing, Grayson Edward Fallaw 
- Presbyterian College studying history, and Damian 
Clint Smallwood - The Citadel studying criminal 
justice.  Grads will receive an engraved Bible during 
church as well as enjoy, along with their families, a 
lunch after services.   Deadline to turn in the number 
of guests is May 9th.   
 We also congratulate our higher education 
graduates: Jacob Arnold from Liberty University in 
Business Management, Harrison Kelly from 
Midlands Technical College in Mechanical 
Engineering and Nuclear Power Systems and in 
August Cal Arnold from Clemson University in 
Agricultural Mechanization.  Also, John Simmons 
Fallaw will obtain his Masters of Accounting from 
Clemson in August .  We are so proud of all of you! 
Congratulations! 

 

Gifted and Talented Music Class to Perform 

 The May meeting of the Union Music Club will be an open meeting in the sanctuary of Grace UMC on 
Tuesday, May 3rd at 7:00pm.  The program will feature the Union County High School Gifted and Talented 
(GT) Music Class.  There will also be a presentation of scholarship awards.  Please plan to attend this 
program and support these talented students!  There will be a reception in the Church Parlor following the 
program. 

National Music Week 

 May 1st – 8th has been designated as National Music Week by the 
National Federation of Music Clubs (NFMC).  The theme this year is 
“Music…Notes to the Future”.  Be sure to take time this week to thank all 
of those involved in our music program for their talents and dedication 
throughout the year! 

                  Wishing all our Mothers a very blessed Mother’s Day! 



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Park Place, Spbg.:  JoAnn Cordell 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 
 

Please remember Michael Ham and his family.  His 
new address is:  

Mike Ham, 365970 Ward 2/31B 
Manning Correctional Institution 
502 Beckman Road, Columbia, SC 29203 

Because We Care   

  May    

 

  3  Jon Nick Gault, 

  Abbie Valentine 
 

 4 Sarah Paige  

  Glenn 
 

  10 Dillon Earls  
  

 11 Johnny Sinclair 
 

 13 Frances Adams  
 

 15 Blaise Ham, Richard Kelly 
 

  17 Sabastian Fowler, Ruth Gregory,  

  Letha King 

 19 Cal Arnold  

 20 Mary Ann Wilkins, Kris Zimmerman 
 

 21 Clay Harrison, Joe Nichols, 

  Linda Parker 
 

 23 Linda Roberson 
 

 24 Marie Hudson, Sandra Whitaker 

 

 27 Betty Rash  
 

 29 Caroline Moss   
 

 31 Betsy Sheorn 

  

 We are deeply appreciative 
for all the recent newsletter 
submissions.  Please be encouraged 
to continue this trend!  It takes all of 
us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the June Grace 
Messenger will be May 18th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Our Beautiful  
Living Easter Cross 

 

 Thanks to Sally Summers, 
Tommy Garner, and Frances 
Adams for making our Easter cross 
beautifully symbolic of the Lord 
transforming our guilt, shame, and 
death,  into new life with Him 
eternally. 

Recent Bible Study was a Transforming Blessing to All 
 

 We are deeply grateful to Fran Love who led the recent Bible study, Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi 
Jesus: How the Jewishness of Jesus Can Transform Your Faith.  Participants of this class gained a deeper 
understanding of Jesus by seeing His world through the eyes of first-century Jews! They took time to explore 
ancient Palestine while looking at the culture, customs, feasts, and prayers that shaped Christ and his 
disciples. Many of the students openly praised Fran and her style of teaching after every meeting.  We pray 
that Fran will continue to use her gifts to share future Bible studies with our members. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace UMC Invites Children 4K - 5th Grade  
To Cave Quest VBS 

Sunday, June 26 - Thursday, June 30 from 5:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Cave Quest VBS is a summer kid’s event where children will discover what it means to, “Follow Jesus the 
Light of the World”.  Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play 
teamwork-building games, dig into yummy food, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, and test out 
Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long.  Registration forms are on the 
Welcome Center Table and our website.  Registration deadline is June 10th.  

 
 

Why VBS is Important 

 1. VBS is a dependable ongoing ministry. 
VBS can be a short-term event with long-term results.  With a typical five-day time frame, VBS offers a 
chance to pull out all the stops and create an unforgettable experience. Research shows connections made 
during VBS result in salvations, discovery of church prospects and potential workers for other ongoing 
children's programs. Also, it is not uncommon for a leader to volunteer to help for "just one week of VBS," 
and feel God's tug on his or her heart to work with kids permanently. 
 2. VBS creates lasting memories.  VBS is a special event that creates memories that help lock Bible 
truths in a child's heart and mind for a lifetime. Birthday parties and other special events have themes that 
use creativity to evoke feelings of excitement. Games, food, decorations and fun all link together in a total 
package. VBS does the same thing. When we connect with kids through this ministry, the biblical truths that 
permeate all aspects of VBS also connect with their hearts and minds. 
 3. VBS is an opportunity to share the gospel.  VBS is an intentional evangelistic opportunity.  The 
biblical content built into the curriculum lays foundational truths that help kids understand who Jesus is and 
why they need a personal Savior. The relationships you develop with kids and their families can provide 
many opportunities to not only show the love of Jesus, but to share the truth of the gospel. 
 4. VBS is an event that you can customize.  VBS is what you make it.  Whether you provide an on-
campus experience that encourages your church kids to bring their friends or an off-campus, community-
centered Backyard Kids Club, the purpose of sharing the good news about Jesus is the same. Some 
churches are finding that it's worth the effort to do both. After a great on-campus experience, you can take 
those resources to backyards and community rooms, or on mission trips.  VBS is the resource. The name 
you choose can be your own! You can call it VBS, Kids' Week, Fun Zone or any event name of your choice. 
Kids will come to love and talk about the events that excite them, engage them, and help them know that 
God and the people at your church really care about them.  VBS is an opportunity to ignite the imagination of 
your church, involve volunteers for a specific "doable" commitment and connect with the kids in your church 
and community. 
 The methods you use will create memories. The message you share will change lives. 
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/vbs-right-for-your-church-kids-ministry 
 
 When our dedicated Children’s Coordinators, Margie Ruff and Karen Hibbard, ask for your help with 
this most important ministry, please say, “YES!  I’d love too!”  Everyone can help!  Everyone can pray!  
Everyone can invite children!  Grace UMC is a church who loves and cares for children! 

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/vbs-right-for-your-church-kids-ministry


2016 National Letter Carrier  
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 

 

  Saturday, May 14th marks the 24th anniversary of one of American’s 
great days of giving - the National Association of Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hunger 
Food Drive.  Letter carriers walk through the community every day, often coming 
face to face with the sad reality for too many, hunger.   
 So, each year on the second Saturday in May, letter carriers across the 
country collect non-perishable food donations from their customers.  These donations go directly to local 
food pantries and organizations to provide food to people in Union County who need our help.  Last year 
over 71 million pounds of food was collected nationally, feeding an estimated 30 million people.  The need is 
great.  Currently, 49 million Americans - 1 in 6 - are unsure where their next meal is coming from.   
 To participate in this most worthy cause is simple.  Just leave a non-perishable food donation in a 
bag by your mailbox on Saturday, May 14th, and your letter carrier will do the rest.  There will also be a 
hamper in the lobby of the Post Office for you to drop off food.  Please join in America’s great day of giving 
and help us in our fight to end hunger. 

  

 During the Passover Meal, the table was set with foods 
representative of the events of The First Passover.  Let’s look at 
some of the foods. 
 1. Flat bread or unleavened bread. The reason they 
used flat bread was to symbolize the Israelites leaving Egypt… 
they left in such a hurry that the yeast didn’t have time to work and 
cause the bread to rise.  It also caused them to remember their 
haste to leave slavery because the Lord had delivered them.  
 2. An egg.  What do you think the egg symbolized?  
Rebirth. By being delivered from slavery, they had the opportunity 

of new life or rebirth into freedom.  So the egg was a constant reminder of the new life God had given to His people.  It 
is the gift of love.  For us... is Jesus’ ultimate gift….his life for ours…rebirth from a sinful life to a life that mirrors Jesus. 
 3. Wine.  Wine was a symbol of Joy. The children of Israel realized that God had chosen them to be born into 
His family.  As they shared the Cup of Joy, they gave thanks for the slain lamb that saved them so that “Their Joy may 
be complete.” 
 4. Parsley. What does green symbolize for us? Everlasting life. The children of Israel knew that as chosen 
people…God’s love would hold them and always be there for them. They believed that they would always be with God. 
 5.  Lamb.  It was the symbol of the sacrifice made, so that the lamb’s blood could be spread over the doors of 
their homes to show their faithfulness and trust in God.  The lamb was their way of freedom.  You and I know that God 
sent Jesus as His sacrificial lamb into the world to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. Jesus…the Lamb of God… …
saves all who believe and trust Him. 
 6. Salt water.  Parsley was dipped in the salt water symbolizing the sadness of slavery.  The salt water 
reminded them of the tears that were shed in the hard years of slavery, living under the yoke of burden and heartache.  
It also reminded them that because of God’s favor upon the Israelites…they were finally separated from their 
oppressors by crossing the Red Sea. 
 7.  Charoset.  It was used as a reminder of the back-breaking daily labor that caused the death of 1000’s.  The 
charoset looked like the mortar that went between the bricks on the huge buildings in Egypt.  This was another grim 
reminder of what they had to endure during those years of slavery. 
 8.  Bitter herbs.  They were served to symbolize the bitterness of slavery and how hard they worked.  The 
bitter herbs touched an area in their souls that reminded them of what life was like under Pharaoh’s rule and their 
captivity.  During the partaking of the bitter herbs, Jesus took the piece of bread… dipped it in the bitter herbs and gave 
it to Judas. This symbolized the slavery into which Judas had sold himself to betray the Son of Man.  After Jesus gave 
Judas the dipped sop……Judas quickly left the room.  After Judas departed, Jesus looked at all the other disciples.  He 
knew he was going to be crucified the next day and taste the bitterness of our slavery to sin.  
 He loved all the disciples, just as he loves all of us.  He also wanted the disciples to hear firsthand what was 
about to happen.  Jesus’ love was apparent, and it was displayed in a most unusual way.  We must always remember 
that Jesus died for our sins, giving us everlasting life, and offering each of us a loving relationship with God.  Jesus, our 
Savior, continues to offer us His life in exchange for the “Things” we think are important. 
 Thank you Rabbi Feldeur for all the extra effort you put into making this an extraordinary service for Grace! 

Rabbi Feldeur explains ancient symbolism  
in Last Supper reenactment  

Rabbi Da Vid ben Feldeur Visits Grace  
on Maundy Thursday  



Connectional Table offers online series  
on human sexuality to prepare for GC2016 

 

 CHICAGO - Continuing the conversation around 
key topics related to General Conference 2016, The 
United Methodist Church’s Connectional Table begins a 
new series of #CTTalks. #CTTalks is an online forum, a 
series of videos and social media conversations around 
key topics related to General Conference 2016. This 
month’s videos will highlight the process that led to the 
Connectional Table’s decision to propose A Third Way 
legislation, and to the statement of core values made by 
the Council of Bishops Task Force on Human Sexuality, 
Gender and Race. Interviewees include Kennetha 
BighamTsai, chair of The Connectional Table Legislative 
Writing Team, and Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, chair of 
the Council of Bishops Task Force. “We have tried to 
focus on what we do as bishops,” Wenner said of the 
COB Task Force. “We live, as the whole church does, 
with the strong conviction that God’s grace is for all .… 
As those who are called to be leaders of the church, to 
guard the faith, and to work towards unity, and to be 
shepherds of the whole flock, how can we create space 
and openness for all people in our denomination so that 
we can fulfill our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world?” #CTTalks provides a 
way of engaging audiences with information about 
General Conference, which will be held May 10-20, 2016, 
in Portland, Oregon. The #CTTalks conversation is 
designed to be used by delegates and delegations of 
annual conferences as they study and discuss issues that 
will be addressed at General Conference. Weekly video 
posts include interviews with United Methodist bishops, 
Connectional Table members and other leaders from 
across the denomination. An accompanying conversation 
starter is available for delegates to use to continue the 
dialogue. Connect at www.umc.org/cttalkshuman-
sexuality. Connectional Table offers online series on 
human sexuality to prepare for GC2016 
(2016, April) Connectional Table offers online series on 
human sexuality to prepare for GC2016.  South Carolina 
United Methodist Advocate, Retrieved from http://
www.advocatesc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2014/11/042016Advocate.pdf 

Join the Wave  
of  

National Prayer  

May 5
th

  

at Noon! 
 

 The 65
th 

annual 
National Day of Prayer, May 
5, 2016, will have profound significance for our 
country.  It is an unprecedented opportunity to see the 
Lord’s healing and renewing power made manifest as 
we call on citizens to humbly come before His throne.  
 The theme for 2016 is Wake Up 
America, emphasizing the need for individuals, 
corporately and individually, to return to the God of 
Fathers in reverence for His Holy Name. To further 
highlight the theme, Isaiah 58:1a was chosen as the 
Scripture for this year:  “Shout it aloud, do not hold 
back. Raise your voice like a trumpet.” 
 For the May 5

th
 observances, Dr. Tony Evans, 

the 2016 Honorary Chairman, wrote a special 
prayer to be simultaneously read throughout the 
nation at noon (ET).  This recitation will create a huge 
wave of prayer, flowing from one coast to the other, 
illustrating the unity of God’s people and 
acknowledging His dominion over the circumstances 
facing us.  Millions of people will gather to pray at 
thousands of events facilitated by volunteer 
coordinators and people just like you!  We hope you’ll 
join the National Day of prayer effort as we seek to 
bring more communities than ever before together in 
prayer.  Locally, National Day of Prayer will be 
observed at 6:00 PM at Union County Court House. 
 At this crucial time for our nation, we can do 
nothing more important than pray.  Thank you in 
advance for making this spiritual discipline a personal 
priority and for standing with us as we encourage 
others to incorporate prayer in their lives.  The Lord 
has graciously anointed our efforts, empowering us to 
touch and change many hearts and lives.  We look 
forward to seeing His hand move across our land in 
exciting ways each May in response to our 
petitions!  May the Lord’s peace fill your heart as you 
rest in Him throughout the days ahead. 

National Prayer:   Dear heavenly Father, we come to You today as a humble people desperate for Your 
supernatural intervention on behalf of our beloved nation.   First, we thank You for all the blessings You have 
bestowed on our land, blessings that have allowed us to bring so much good and benefit to not only our own citizens 
but also to the rest of the world. The very ideals upon which this country was founded were based on biblical truths, 
no matter how some try to rewrite history to deny that very fact today.  
 This is why our hearts are so broken over how You continue to be marginalized and dismissed by both our 
people and our institutions. We are also saddened by the fact that Your people have contributed greatly to the spiritual 
apathy that now engulfs us. Our satisfaction in remaining religious without being fully committed to living out the truths 
of Your Word has caused us to become co-conspirators with the forces of evil that are destroying us as a society.  
 It is for this reason that we personally and collectively repent of our carnality and recommit ourselves to 
becoming visible and verbal disciples of Jesus Christ. Enable us, by Your Spirit, to no longer be secret agent 
Christians but rather to publicly declare and live out Your truth in a spirit of love, so that You feel welcome in our 
country once again. 
 Thank You for Your promise to hear our prayers when we call to You with hearts of repentance and 
obedience, which is how we are appealing to You today, Father. On behalf of Your church, we affirm afresh the 
priority You are to us that You would fill every dimension of our lives as we seek to bring You glory through the 
advancement of Your kingdom in our personal lives, our family lives, and in the lives of our churches and our 
government leaders. We confidently invite heaven’s intervention into all the affairs of our nation and we praise You in 
advance for Your answer.   In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.     by Dr. Tony Evans 

http://www.advocatesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/042016Advocate.pdf
http://www.advocatesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/042016Advocate.pdf
http://www.advocatesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/042016Advocate.pdf
http://nationaldayofprayer.nationbuilder.com/2016_honorary_chairman
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/national-prayer
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/national-prayer


 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

      Don’t Forget the Huge Benefit We Have as United Methodist with our Asbury Hills Camps and Retreats!  

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

