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From the Pastor  

          Unhappiness: A Tempting Choice?    (Article by Sarah Phillips, Crosswalk Contributor) 

"And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." Acts 13:53 
"Always be happy. I see you out there with your solemn faces and hands folded like this, and perhaps you think this is 
holiness. This sad, solemn-ness is not really holiness. Always be happy wherever you go; God is good." 
  These are words spoken by a priest from India at a recent retreat. No doubt, this priest is well-versed in the 
theology of redemptive suffering, so his words gave me pause. What does he mean by this? Is it even possible to be happy 
like this? 
  Later, in a discussion with my father, he mentioned that family counselors like my stepmother often encounter 
challenging clients who are married to their unhappiness. In other words, these individuals are so comfortable with their 
misery and dysfunction (born out of very real hurts, no doubt) they don't even want to be happy anymore. 
  Pondering all this has rearranged some of my thinking on faith and happiness. Perhaps you've heard this common 
saying in Christian circles: "God doesn't promise us happiness here on earth." From what I've encountered in my studies 
of the Bible and theology, the statement is factual. 
  The author interpreted this fact as an indication that God just doesn't have happiness in his plans for some (and 
she felt that she was likely one of those people). But as she reflected on Fr. Andrew's words and her stepmother's clients, 
it hit her. Perhaps God doesn't promise happiness because it's not his place to give it. In other words, perhaps happiness is 
part of God's plan, but that’s something we also must choose on our end. 
  Think about it. Have you ever met that person who "has everything" but isn't happy? I knew a person like that. 
He possessed uncommon intelligence. He had a loving family, wealth, and opportunity. But he seemed gifted at finding 
the dark side to everything. And I mean everything. He suffered from incredible cynicism and depression. Let's put the 
possibility of a chemical imbalance aside for a second and ponder this truth: God has the power to bless us, but it's up to 
us to be happy about it. 
  I don't say these things to cause pain or make anyone feel guilty for not feeling happy. Trust me, I've had plenty 
of dark periods where happiness seemed like a joke. I firmly believe it's okay to feel unhappy sometimes. Jesus didn't 

always feel good either, and it's safe to say there was nothing wrong with him. 
  Still, it's important to remember that there is danger in wallowing in darkness for too long. There is a great temptation to 
become attached to our sadness, our victim-hood. Our cross, instead of drawing us closer to life in Christ, ends up bringing us closer 
to spiritual death when we do this. 
  In his book The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis explores this idea that we can become too attached to our brokenness. He sets 
up a fictional scenario where souls in hell get a second chance at heaven. But they ultimately do not choose heaven - they can't 
even enjoy heaven - due to their excessive attachment to hell. 
  This seems downright crazy, but it's not any different than the clients my stepmom sees every week. And it's a very real 
trap we fall into every time we hold too tightly to our hurts and sorrows instead of releasing them to God. 
Lewis warns, "If we insist on keeping Hell (or even earth) we shall not see Heaven: if we accept Heaven we shall not be able to 
retain even the smallest and most intimate souvenirs of Hell." 
  But then, what do we do with all the bad things in life? Certainly, we will feel sorrow and loss - we should feel sorrow and 
loss when bad things happen. How then do we avoid getting trapped by tragedy? How do we let go of the comforts, the "intimate 
souvenirs," of life's little hells? Lewis has more to say about that, and I will end here to ponder his words: "'Son,' he said, 'ye cannot 
in your present state understand eternity... That is what mortals misunderstand. They say of some temporal suffering, 'No future 
bliss can make up for it,' not knowing that Heaven, once attained, will work backwards and turn even that agony into a glory. And 
of some sinful pleasure they say 'Let me have but this and I'll take the consequences': little dreaming how damnation will spread 
back and back into their past and contaminate the pleasure of the sin. Both processes begin even before death. The good man's past 
begins to change so that his forgiven sins and remembered sorrows take on the quality of Heaven: the bad man's past already 
conforms to his badness and is filled only with dreariness. And that is why... the Blessed will say 'We have never lived anywhere 
except in Heaven,': and the Lost, 'We were always in Hell.' And both will speak truly." 
  Have you held on to unhappiness for too long? Is your sadness, guilt, anger, or bitterness tempting you to sin or obscuring 
your faith? As we continue our Lenten preparation, ask God to help you let go of destructive thoughts or attitudes. Take time to 
allow God’s Holy Spirit to infuse every part of your being. He’s always there and has loved us with an everlasting love.  Grace and 
peace…Pastor David. 
 

March  2018 



                                        Chancel Choir  
 

 Sun.,  Mar.   4 - 4:00pm 

 Wed., Mar.   7 - 7:30pm 

 Sun.,  Mar. 11 - 4:00pm 

 Wed., Mar. 14 - 7:30pm  

  Sun.,  Mar. 18 - 4:00pm                                       

Wed., Mar. 21 - 7:30pm                                        

Sun.,  Mar. 25 - 4:00pm                                       

Wed., Mar. 28 - 7:30pm 

Easter Sunday, Apr. 1 - 9:30 AM (Worship/

Easter Music - 11:00 AM) 

 

Bells of Grace 
Sun., Mar.    4 - 5:45pm 

Sun., Mar.  11 - 5:45pm 

Sun., Mar. 18 - 9:30am (Bells play during 

                          Worship Service –11:00am) 

 

Sun., Apr., 22 - 5:45pm 

Sun., Apr., 29 - 5:45pm 

 

Sun., May   6  - 5:45pm 

Sun., May  20 - 9:30am 
 

  Mon,. March, 5th, 10:00 AM  

  Home: Packi Whitener’s 

  Sissy Matthews, Co-Hostess 

  

  Mon., March 5th, 11:00 AM 
  Church Parlor 

   Wed., March 14th, 6:00 PM  
   Fellowship Hall 

 

YOUNG ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CLASS 

   The Young Adult Class will 

start a new study on 

Sunday, March 4th.  As it 

recently celebrated its 500th 

anniversary, the class will be 

studying the Protestant Reformation and Martin 

Luther.  Dr. Allan Charles has agreed to help Bob 

Love with the study.  All are welcome to come.  The 

Young Adults meet in the church parlor. 

 
Young at Heart 

No Meeting in March 
  

       YAH will not meet in March 

due to the Lenten Services. YAH will resume on April 

11 at Andy’s for fun, good food, and fellowship! We 

hope to see everyone there! 

 

Sunday, March 11th  
  Move your clocks ahead One Hour! 

 

 
GUMCEP NEWS 

 
 
Many activities are being planned for March at  
GUMCEP.  Dr. Seuss’ books will be read to the 
students to celebrate his birthday. The children 
will talk about Spring, Saint Patrick’s Day, and 
work on activities about the shamrock, etc. 
Daylight Savings Time will begin on March 
11th, so don’t forget to change your clocks! 

 

Souper Bowl Appreciation 

      Much appreciation goes to everyone 
for the generous contributions of soup 
and monetary donations on Souper Bowl 

Sunday.  We received $200.00 in donations for Meals 
on Wheels. We  collected 50 cans of soup which was 
taken to the   Duncan Acres UMC Food Pantry. Mr. Bill 
Rochester of Duncan Acres UMC hand delivered a 
Thank You card for our gracious and much needed 
donation. 



Wednesday Bible Study 

        Our Wednesday Bible Study, so wonderfully 
led by Jan Thompson, ends on Wednesday, 
March 7.  Much gratitude goes to Jan for her 
amazing leadership and ability to engage 
everyone in meaningful conversations based on 
Randy Alcorn’s book, Heaven. Thank you, Jan! 

No Family Night 
Supper in March 

   
   Due to the Lenten Service and Lunch, we will not 
have a Family Night Supper for the month of 
March.  Please put April 25 at 6:00 PM on your 
calendar for our next Family Night Supper, hosted 

 
Easter Cantata 

April 1 
 

 During the 11:00 am 

Easter Sunday worship service 

The Chancel Choir of Grace 

UMC will present Easter 

anthems arranged by Sandra Achterburg, Phillip 

Landgrave, Lloyd Larson, Gilbert M. Martin, Dave 

Williamson, and Gordon Young. 

 Mark this date on your calendar now, and 

invite your family and friends for this special musical 

Easter celebration!         

World Day of 
Prayer 

          World Day of 

Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of 

Christian women of many faith traditions who 

come together to observe a common day of prayer 

each year on the first Friday in March. World Day 

of Prayer was founded on the idea that prayer and 

action are inseparable in the service of God’s 

kingdom. Services begin at sunrise in the Pacific 

and follow the sun across the globe on the day of 

celebration. Each year a different country’s 

committee serves as the writers of the World Day 

of Prayer worship service. The host country for 

WDP 2018 is Suriname, which lies in the 

northeastern part of South America. The focus is 

on Genesis 1, the story of Creation, with the 

theme, “All God’s Creation Is Very Good.” 

         Grace United Methodist Church will be the 

host church for Union County. However, World 

Day of Prayer will be celebrated in conjunction 

with the fourth Community Lenten Service on 

Wednesday, March 7, at twelve noon in the 

Grace sanctuary. The service will be followed by a 

$6 lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Rev. Jeff Farmer, 

pastor of Sardis United Methodist Church, will 

bring the message with a focus on prayer as we 

commemorate the World Day of Prayer. An 

offering will be taken which supports the work of 

World Day of Prayer USA. The sanctuary will be 

open for prayer and meditation until 3 

pm. Please join us! 

Spotlight on Grace’s Acolytes 

         

  Sarah Paige Glenn is 
our special acolyte for 
the month of March. 
Sarah Paige is a fourth 
grader at Monarch 
Elementary School 
where she is on the 
Principal’s Honor Roll. 
She is also an active 
Girl Scout. She has 
served faithfully as an 
acolyte for two years. 
Thank you, Sarah 
Paige, for your service 
to our church. 

 
Thank You! Thank You! 

 

   Our sincere gratitude goes to 

Brenda Childers for her excellent 

planning and organization of the Lenten lunches. We 

also appreciate all the ladies and men who diligently 

work to decorate, prepare the delicious meals and 

clean up. Each of you help to make this wonderful 

ministry a huge success for our Grace family as well 

as our community.  

 

Happy St. patrick’S Day        

March 17, 2018 



Lenten Season Continues Throughout the 
Month of March 

          Grace UMC continues to host the Community Lenten Service and 
lunch each Wednesday at noon throughout the month of March. Pastors 
from different denominations and churches will deliver the message each 
week. Tommy Bishop, GUMC organist/choir director, has planned special 
Lenten Season music. Each Lenten Service begins at 12 noon with lunch  
to follow. The March schedule is: 

Grace UMC continues the Community Lenten Services/Lunch on March 7th with a focus on prayer as we 
commemorate the World Day of Prayer.   The sanctuary will be open for those who would like prayer until 3 
pm.   Please join us!” 

“Wed. MAR 7 

Speaker – Rev. Jeff Farmer from Sardis UMC 
Menu – Chicken casserole, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 

Wed. MAR 14    
Speaker – Rev. Lee Moseley from Union Presbyterian Church     
Menu – Marinated chicken breast, potato casserole, broccoli salad, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee  
           
Wed. MAR 21  
Speaker – Rev. Richard Lewis from Buffalo UMC 
Menu – Hot dogs with chili, coleslaw, baked beans, potato chips, dessert, tea & coffee               
 

Wed. Mar 28  
Speaker – Rev. Dr. A.L. Brackett from St. Paul Baptist Church 
Menu –   Fried chicken, green beans, macaroni/cheese,  biscuits, dessert, tea & coffee 

Sonshiners/MCF 

         We appreciate our disciple makers who provided 
tasty meals, a Valentine movie, interesting lessons as well 
as leading bells and singing during the month of February. 
Special thanks goes to Ashley and Jason Turner, Melissa 
and Stewart Wagner, Jane Wilkes, Sally Summers and 
Tommy Bishop for dedicating their time and talents to our 
children. 

The schedule for March is: 

March 4 -                Lesson: Ashley and Jason Turner 

                                Meal: Mrs. Barbara Rippy 

March 11 -              Lesson: Dale and Larry Goff            

                                Meal: Melody Gault and Dawn Fallaw 

March 18 -              No Meeting 

March 25 – Palm Sunday morning: 
The children will enter the  church 
waving palm branches. They will also 
perform during worship service.                                                       
Palm Sunday afternoon: The 
children will enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt 
and refreshments from 2:00 - 3:30 PM. 
All children are invited to attend. 

 

 

 Don’t forget to bring your 

flowers for the “Living 

Cross” on Easter Sunday, 

April 1st! 

 GUMCEP News 
 

       During the month of March, GUMCEP 
will celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss by     
enjoying his books during story time.  The 
children will also learn about St. Patrick’s 
Day and have a surprise visit from the   
Leprechaun.  Don’t forget to wear GREEN!  
The children walk to the Carnegie library 
once a week for story time and to           
participate in activities.  GUMCEP children 
love to learn everyday and enjoy visits from 
the community.  If you would like to volun-
teer, please contact Robin Bennett.  



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Betty Lidkea  

Because We Care   

March  

  1 Sally Summers 
 

 4 Billy Jack Moore,  

  Pat Nichols 
 

 7 Steve Hudson 
 

 9 Grant Berry 
 

 10 Russel Brooks 
 

 11 Mike McGee, Zach Staniewicz 
 

 13 Betty Lidkea 
 

 14 Everette King, Ellis Langley 
  

  16 Buddy Wilkes 
   

 19 Robert Johns 
 

 20 Cindy Langley 
 

 23 Chase Ham, Katie Cash 
 

 29 Freddie Gault 
 

 30 Jane Moore 
 

 31 Alex Wagner 

 

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the 

recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this 

trend!  It takes all of us working together to 

have the best possible newsletter.  Deadline for 

the April Grace Messenger will be March 

15th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

FROM SPRC 
 
     After meeting with 
Pastor David and DS Paul 
Harmon, SPRC, with the 
support and approval of 

both Finance Committee and Church Council, has 
hired Sheryl Price for the position of Office Manager at 
Grace.  This will cover a six-week period, February 19 
through March 30, Monday through Thursday, 9:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Volunteer Office Angels will continue 
to help during the same time. We are grateful that 
Sheryl has so willingly accepted the job, and we ask 
that everyone welcome her. 
  
    Pastor David's radiation was increased last week, 
and we want to do all we can to assist him and Sherry 
through this difficult time. At the end of March SPRC 
will revisit the needs in the office, considering the 
needs as Pastor David continues his treatments. 
Church members and local pastors have willingly 
agreed to be available to help with worship services, 
activities, and needs of our congregation and others 
when necessary.  
 
Following is the list of SPRC members. Please contact any of 
us if you have questions, concerns, or needs. We are 
available always.  
 
Yours in Christ's Service, 
 
Fran Love                   Chair                    
Philip Arnold             Co-chair 
Melodi Gault             Secretary 
Virginia Blackmon 
Judy Caston  
Steve Hudson 
David Keith 
Ralph Thompson  
Bill Weber 
Frances Adams         Lay Member to Annual Conference                        
Frank Hart                 Lay Leader       
 



 Tabernacle Baptist Church  

Presents “The Living Supper”  

     Tabernacle Baptist Church will do a dramatic 

presentation of “The Living Lord’s Supper”.  Invite 

your family and friends to witness the picture come 

to life as we hear the disciples ask Jesus the haunt-

ing question, “Is it I?” 

DATE:   Sunday evening, March 25, 2018 

TIME:    6:00 PM 

Where:  Tabernacle Baptist Sanctuary 

 

LET’S WALK! 

   The Grace Fellowship Hall is 
available Mondays – Fridays                                                               
from 9:30 – 11:00 AM for 
Grace members to walk for 
exercise.  Invite a friend and 
come to walk!                           

Getting into  

Motion 

   The Union County 

YMCA has extended 

their offer to Grace seniors to include the month 

of March, 2018.  A free two week/six class       

exercise program is being made available on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at either 

9:00 am or 10:00 am.  You have the option to join 

and continue the classes after the two weeks are        

finished.  Please tell them at the Y office if you 

want to take advantage of this opportunity.  

Thank You, Office 
Angels! 

        A sincere “thank 

you” to all Office Angels 

who have so selflessly giv-

en of their time and tal-

ents to assist in our church office. Your help is 

greatly appreciated. Once again, Grace members 

are amazing! 

A Beautiful Easter Tradition 

         Please remember to bring cut 

flowers, greenery, etc. to decorate 

our living cross in front of the church 

on April 1, Easter morning. Someone 

will be outside before Sunday School 

and church to assist you. This beauti-

ful cross provides a lovely photo opportunity for you 

and your family.  Many thanks go to Trip and Drew 

Sheorn for providing our cross inside the sanctuary 

and in the front of the church. 



 

VBS, Coming in June! 

           Our 2018 Vacation Bible School at Grace is Polar Blast, Where Jesus’ Love Is Cool which will be held 
in June. Please be in prayer for many children in attendance, abundant volunteers, and cool learning about 
the love of Jesus! Please be a willing disciple maker for our VBS.

Valentine Love for Pastor David    

Pastor David, once again, felt the love and care that 
our members, young and old, have for him. He re-
ceived Valentine cards, wishes, and even a special 
Teddy bear to celebrate Valentine’s Day and even 
more, to celebrate our love for him! We are praying for 
you, Pastor David! 

New Spartanburg District 

Superintendent 

 Bishop L. Johnathan       

Holston, resident  bishop of 

the South Carolina Annual      

Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, has     

appointed the Rev. Cathy Mitchell,  pastor of     

Wesley UMC, John’s Island, to succeed Rev. 

Paul Harmon as Superintendent of the Spartan-

burg District. Rev. Mitchell was born in Williams, 

South Carolina, and graduated from MUSC with a 

Bachelor of Science degree. She earned a Mas-

ter of Arts degree in speech        pathology and 

audiology, working 15 years in health manage-

ment and as a speech-language pathologist and 

audiologist.  Being called into the ministry, Rev. 

Mitchell was ordained in 2008    following her 

2005 graduation from Candler School of Theolo-

gy with a Master of Divinity    degree. Before 

serving Wesley UMC, she served at St. James 

UMC in Sumter.  She currently serves on the 

Board of Ordained Ministry as chairperson of the 

Call and Disciplined Life   Committee, as chair-

person of the Charleston  District Committee on 

Ordained Ministry, and as vice-president of the 

General Commission on the Status and Role of 

Women. In her spare time, she enjoys many out-

door activities and spending time with her family.  

We wish Rev. Mitchell a warm Welcome!  



 

2018 Salkehatchie - Union Camp 
 

 The Salkehatchie team is gearing up for another great 
camp in Union!  Camp dates for this year are Saturday, June 16th - 
Saturday, June 23rd.  Rev. Don Brown, Director, and Assistant 
Director, Les Marchant have made several trips to Union, and they 
have scouted out possible houses for the camp to work on.  If you 
are aware of a family needing house repairs, please contact Sheryl 
Price in the church office at 427-1266 as soon as possible.  Karen Hibbard has also been hard at work 
coordinating all the meals for the campers.  This year, we are looking for around 90 campers. It takes a 
village to make this camp successful!  Please keep us in your prayers as we go about being the hands and 
feet of Jesus..  

FOUR CROSSES….FOUR MEN… 
 

 One man is a murderer.  Two are thieves.  The fourth,  a carpenter from Nazareth,  Pilate 

shouts to the crowd and the stones echo back: “ I will save one man and crucify the other! Whom 

do you choose?”  And though the cry of the crowd that day set only one man free - it saved us all.  

This is the story of The Fourth Cross.  
 

An Original, Broadway - Style Dinner Show  

Playing March 3 - 31  

The Narroway Theatre, 3327 Hwy. 51 N, Ft. Mill, SC 
 

 TICKETS are available online (https://

narroway.net/dinner-shows/fourth-cross) or by calling 

the box office at 803.802.2300 or 704.831.8893. Prices 

shown include all service fees. There are no additional 

charges. Dinner tickets must be reserved no later than 

5pm one day prior to the show date. All sales are final 

and tickets are non-refundable. 

Ticket Category      Price 
 

Adult w/ dinner  
      (ages 19 - 54)   $35.00 
Adult w/ no meal   $27.00 
Senior w/ dinner  
     (ages 55 and above)   $34.00 
Senior w/ no meal   $26.00 
Student w/dinner  
     (ages 13-18)    $16.95 
Student w/no meal   $14.95 
Child w/ dinner  
     (ages 12 and under)   $11.95 
Child w/ no meal          $7.00 

https://narroway.net/dinner-shows/lord-of-light
https://narroway.net/dinner-shows/lord-of-light
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