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From the Pastor  
  

 
Mastery of the Mouth  

 
 The ability to master our mouths, watch our words and tame our tongues demonstrates a 

level of spiritual and emotional maturity. As in most things the opposite is true as well. An inability 

to control our speech shows immaturity, it can inflict great harm on our relationships, and 

demonstrates where we are in our relationship or the lack thereof, with God. 

  Solomon, in Proverbs 15, addresses the importance of controlling our words by contrasting 

positive and negative speech. In each case, the effects end up as opposites: peacefulness or wrath, 

knowledge or folly, healing or a crushed spirit. In other words, when we fail to control our tongue, 

we don’t just fail to give, or be, a blessing, we also cause a wound that can rupture a relationship. 

 Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, author of Words That Hurt, Words That Heal, states that he asks 

audiences whether they can go 24 hours without saying any unkind words about or to anyone. 

Invariably, a few people answer “yes,” but most call out “no!”  He responds, “Those who can’t 

answer ‘yes’ have a serious problem. If you can’t go 24 hours without drinking liquor, you’re 

addicted to alcohol. If you can’t last 24 hours without smoking, you’re addicted to nicotine. And if 

you can’t make it 24 hours without saying unkind words about others, you’ve lost control of your 

tongue.” 

 How can you tell whether your tongue is under control? You won’t say anything about an 

individual that you can’t say directly to that person. You resist the urge to exaggerate. You consciously 

examine your thoughts and remove gossip and rumors from your conversations. You keep in confidence a 

personal matter that someone else shares with you. Further, you learn to speak positive words. Appropriate 

words communicate affirmation, comfort and healing. 

 When was the last time you said something to another person that you instantly regretted? 

Maybe it was something intended as a joke that was instead taken as an offense, or perhaps it was a sharp 

word spoken in anger that you wish you could have taken back. Think of a specific situation, and then 

challenge yourself to rectify the hurt. While you may not be able to take back the words themselves, you can 

humbly submit yourself to that person and begin to rebuild the relationship. 

Let’s ponder a few questions as we prepare to take a positive step toward mastering our mouths and 

choosing our words.  Why do we struggle to control our words?  Do our words provide a positive witness of 

that which we believe?  How would others evaluate our speech? Would others say that our words more 

frequently heal or wound?  What steps can you take to gain tighter control over your tongue? 

For those of us who might find this note speaks to us, check out Psalms 34:13-14 & James 3:1-12.    

Sharing a good word…Pastor David. 
 

 

March  2017 



 
Children’s 

Sunday School 
 

We are missing 
our children during our 
Sunday School time!  
Two Sunday School 
leaders are waiting for 
our children each 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
with a fun, active 
lesson prepared and a snack.  Please join us 
each Sunday.  Thank you to the following disciple 
makers who invest their time to teach our children 
during Sunday School: 

January – Dawn and John Fallaw 
February – April and John Glenn 
March – Betsy Sheorn and Marie Hudson 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

 

Offering Report as of                             February 26, 2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $         65,168.46 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $         62,247.09 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $          -2,921.37 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $         49,087.01 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon,. March  6
th
 ,10:00 AM  

 Cathy Staniewicz, hostess 
 

 Mon.., March 6th, 11:00 AM 
       @ Mary Lou Gregory’s home
   

 Wed., March 8th, 6:00 PM  

 

Souper Bowl Success!  

 Thank you to 

everyone for your wonderful 

response to our Souper Bowl 

Sunday.  We collected 84 cans of soup which were 

donated to Duncan Acres UMC Food Pantry.  We also 

received $300.00 in donations for Meals on Wheels.  

We appreciate your sharing with and caring for the less 

fortunate in our community.  Grace is Amazing! 

 

Young at Heart 
No Meeting in March 

  

 Due to the Lenten Services and 

Lunches, Young at Heart  will not meet in 

March or April.    

 

Sunday, March 12th  
Move your clocks ahead One Hour! 

 

Family Night 
Supper  

 

      UMW graciously hosted 
our February Family Night 

Supper.  Everyone enjoyed vegetable, potato 
and noodle soup with calzones, cornbread and 
delicious desserts prepared by our Grace Circle 
ladies.   
  A representative from each circle shared 
the circle’s mission work and then the ladies 
observed Call to Prayer and Self Denial .  
 The UMW (along with anyone who wishes 
to participate) will be collecting items for their 
five missions until March 15th. Items include 
paper, cleaning, and hygiene products.  A 
detailed list is posted at the Welcome Center on 
the bulletin bar. Please bring items to your 
March circle meeting or to the church by the 
15th.  Sheryl Price will deliver the items to St. 
Luke’s UMC, Spartanburg.   Thank you in 
advance for your contributions. 



 

Chancel Choir  
 

Wed., Mar.  1 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Mar.  8 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Mar. 15 –7:30pm 
Sun.,  Mar. 19 - 4:00pm  
Wed., Mar.  22 -7:30pm 
Sun.,  Mar.  26 - 4:00pm 
Wed., Mar.  29 - 4:00pm 

 

Bells of Grace 
 

Sun., Mar.   5 -  5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 12 – 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 19 – 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 26 – 9:30am 

 
 

No Family Night Supper 
in March 

  
 

 Due to the Lenten 
Service and Lunch, we will not 
have a Family Night Supper for the month of 
March.  They will resume in April.  

 
Easter Cantata 

April 16 
 

 The Chancel Choir of 

Grace UMC will present the 

Easter Cantata “Journey to the 

Cross” during the worship service on Easter Sunday, 

April 16th.  Remembering Christ’s sacrifice of love, 

the cantata features the music of Pepper Choplin, 

Mark Hayes, Lloyd Larson, and Ruth Elaine Schram 

along with narration.  Mark this date on your calendar 

now, and invite your family and friends for this 

special musical Easter celebration! 
       

 

World Day of Prayer  
Friday, March 3 

 

 World Day of Prayer is a 
worldwide ecumenical movement 
of women of many faith traditions 
who come together to observe a 
common day of prayer each year 

on the first Friday in March.  Each year a different 
country serves as the writer of the WDP worship 
service.  The  2017 WDP service will begin at the 
first sunrise on March 3, 2017, in the Pacific region 
and, following the Earth’s orbit, will spread around 
the world.  For 2017, the women of the Philippines 
invite us to consider these words: “Am I being 
unfair to you?”.  This years’ theme is taken from 
Matthew 20: 1 - 16, the parable of the laborers in 
the vineyard.   
 Augsburg Lutheran Church at Connector 
Drive here in Union will be the host church for 
Union County.  The service will begin at twelve 
noon.  WDP moto, “Informed prayer leads to 
prayerful action,” affirms that prayer and action are 
inseparable and that both have immeasurable 
influence.  Let us walk in faith and prayerful  
action! 

 

A Special 
Thank YOU! 

 

 The Church Council 

wishes to express our 

deepest appreciation to 

Sherry Bauknight for her exemplary service as 

Director of Ministries for Grace United Methodist 

Church.  She has worn “many hats” in this church 

role and has done so with grace and professionalism.  

Her dedication and efforts to improve our church 

programs have extended far beyond the call of duty.  

We also appreciate her support and guidance to 

Karen Hibbard as she steps into this important 

position, and we look forward to continuing our work 

together as the hands and feet of Christ.   God bless 

you, Sherry, and thank you again for using your 

talents to help make Grace truly amazing! 

 
Thank You! Thank You! 

 

 Our sincere gratitude goes to 

Brenda Childers for her excellent planning 

and organization of the Lenten lunches. 

We also appreciate all the ladies and men who 

diligently work to decorate, prepare the delicious 

meals and clean up. Each of you help to make this 

wonderful ministry a huge success for our Grace 

family as well as our community.  



Lenten Season Begins Ash Wednesday, March 1 
 

 Once again, GUMC will be the host for the Community Lenten 
Service and lunch each Wednesday at noon from Ash Wednesday, March 
1, through Holy Week, Wednesday, April 12.  Pastors from different 
denominations and churches will deliver the message each week.  Tommy 
Bishop, GUMC organist/choir director, has planned special Lenten Season 
music.  Each Lenten Service begins at 12 noon.  Lunch will be served 
after the service.  This year’s Lenten schedule is: 

 

March 1 Pastor David Bauknight  Grace United Methodist Church 

 Lunch: BBQ w/bun, baked beans, coleslaw, chips, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

March 8 Rev. Merritt Wentz Duncan Acres/Bethel UM Churches     

 Lunch: Ham, potato salad, green beans, sliced cucumbers, cherry tomatoes, rolls, dessert, 

   tea and coffee  
 

March 15 Fr. Mike McCafferty St. Augustine Catholic Church 

 Lunch:  Pork Loin, sweet potatoes, Asian slaw, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

March 22 Rev. Ron Davis First Baptist Church 

 Lunch: Chicken Casserole, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

March 29 Rev. Jeff Farmer Sardis UMC 

 Lunch: Marinated chicken, potato casserole, broccoli salad, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

April 5 Rev. Richard Lewis Buffalo UMC 

 Lunch:  Turkey tetrazzini, tossed salad, garlic bread, dessert, tea and coffee   
 

April 12 Rev. Dr. A. L. Brackett St. Paul Baptist Church 

 Lunch:  Fried chicken, green beans, macaroni & cheese, biscuits, dessert, tea and coffee 

 Please join fellow church and community members in attending these meaningful services in 

preparation for Easter. 

 
Sonshiners/MCF 

Confirmation 
Class 

 

Our February teachers and/or meal providers 
included April and John Glenn, Larry and Dale Goff, Melodi 
Gault, Dawn Fallaw, Pat Owens, Zach Staniewicz and 
Pastor David.  We say “Thank You” to each of these 
disciple makers for caring for our children and youth.  A 
special thank you to Sally Summers for sharing her musical 
talents with the Sonshiners and teaching them songs and 
hand bells at each meeting and encouraging them to 
perform during worship services. 

Our March Sonshiners/MCF/ schedule is:   
March   5: Lesson:  Larry and Dale Goff.   
  Meal:  April and John Glenn. 
March 12: Pat Owens will prepare the lesson & meal 
March 19: No Meeting  
March 26: Lesson: Ashley and Jason Turner.  

 Meal: Barbara Rippy and Sue Keith 
Pastor David, Zach Staniewicz and Pat Owens will 

continue with the Confirmation Class. 

 

 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Betty Lidkea  

Because We Care   

March  

  1 Sally Summers 
 

 4 Billy Jack Moore,  

  Pat Nichols 
 

 7 Steve Hudson 
 

 9 Grant Berry 
 

 10 Russel Brooks 
 

 11 Mike McGee, Zach Staniewicz 
 

 13 Betty Lidkea 
 

 14 Everette King, Ellis Langley 
  

  16 Buddy Wilkes 
   

 19 Robert Johns 
 

 20 Cindy Langley 
 

 23 Chase Ham, Katie Cash 
 

 29 Freddie Gault 
 

 30 Jane Moore 
 

 31 Alex Wagner 

 

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the 

recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this 

trend!  It takes all of us working together to 

have the best possible newsletter.  Deadline for 

the April Grace Messenger will be March 

15th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Say “Yes” to VBS!! 
 

 The dates for 2017 

Vacation Bible School at 

Grace are June 25 

(Sunday), 26 (Monday), 

and 27 (Tuesday).  Our 

VBS is called Camp Out, 

Getting S’More of Jesus.  

Please mark your calendars and be in prayer for great 

attendance, active participation, and willing helpers. 

GUMCEP News 
 

 During the month of 
March, GUMCEP will celebrate 
the birthday of Dr. Seuss by 
enjoying his books during story 
time.  The children will also learn 
about St. Patrick’s Day and have 
a surprise visit from the 
Leprechaun.  Don’t forget to 

wear green!  The children walk to the Carnegie library 
once a week for story time and to participate in 
activities.  GUMCEP children love to learn everyday 
and enjoy visits from the community.  If you would like 
to volunteer, please contact Robin Bennett.  

 

Sonshiners/MCF  
Perform March 26 

 

 On Sunday, March 26th, our 

Sonshiners/MCF will sing “Jesus 

Loves Me” and play the hand bells 

to “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

during our worship service.  Thanks to Sally Summers 

and Tommy Bishop for guiding our children musically.

  



 

2017 Salkehatchie - Union Camp 
 

 The Salkehatchie team is gearing up for another great 
camp in Union!  Camp dates for this year are Saturday, June 17th - 
Saturday, June 24th.  Assistant Director, Les Marchant has made 
several trips to Union, and with the help of Caroline Barger they 
have scouted out possible houses for the camp to work on.  If you 
are aware of a family needing house repairs, please contact 
Caroline in the church office at 427-1266 as soon as possible.  Karen Hibbard has also been hard at work 
coordinating all the meals for the campers.  This year, we are looking for around 90 campers. It takes a 
village to make this camp successful!  Please keep us in your prayers as we go about being the hands and 
feet of Jesus..  

FOUR CROSSES….FOUR MEN… 
 

 One man is a murderer.  Two are thieves.  The fourth,  a carpenter from Nazareth,  Pilate 

shouts to the crowd and the stones echo back: “ I will save one man and crucify the other! Whom 

do you choose?”  And though the cry of the crowd that day set only one man free - it saved us all.  

This is the story of The Fourth Cross.  
 

An Original, Broadway - Style Dinner Show  

Playing March 4 - April 15  

The Narroway Theatre, 3327 Hwy. 51 N, Ft. Mill, SC 
 

 TICKETS are available online (https://

narroway.net/dinner-shows/fourth-cross) or by calling 

the box office at 803.802.2300 or 704.831.8893. Prices 

shown include all service fees. There are no additional 

charges. Dinner tickets must be reserved no later than 

5pm one day prior to the show date. All sales are final 

and tickets are non-refundable. 

Ticket Category      Price 
 

Adult w/ dinner  
      (ages 19 - 54)   $35.00 
Adult w/ no meal   $27.00 
Senior w/ dinner  
     (ages 55 and above)   $34.00 
Senior w/ no meal   $26.00 
Student w/dinner  
     (ages 13-18)    $16.95 
Student w/no meal   $14.95 
Child w/ dinner  
     (ages 12 and under)   $11.95 
Child w/ no meal          $7.00 

https://narroway.net/dinner-shows/lord-of-light
https://narroway.net/dinner-shows/lord-of-light
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