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Enjoying Our Comfort Zone 
      
 
     Have any of us ever found ourselves in a place that we were so comfortable that nothing going 
on around us bothered us?  Brian Dodd offers a personal checklist for a Christianity that is more 
concerned with the world's amenities than Jesus’ call on our lives.  He likens the Christian life to 
going camping, not roughing it type camping, but going out in the wild and taking all the amenities 
of the world with us. 
     Some years ago, glamping became popular.  Glamping, according to Wikipedia, is a combina-
tion of "glamorous" and "camping", and describes a style of camping with amenities and, in some 
cases, resort-style services not usually associated with "traditional" camping.  Glamping is where 
stunning nature meets modern luxury.  It is a way to experience the untamed and completely 
unique parts of the world—without having to sacrifice creature comforts.  Glamping is a form of 
luxury camping started by wealthy British people who frequently took African safaris.  Instead of 
roughing it in the wilderness, these aristocrats vacationed with the best of accommodations such 
as soft beds, fluffy pillows, and all the modern conveniences such as televisions, microwaves & 
coffee makers. 

     This form of relaxation has made its way to the United States (I know, check out what the preacher camps in).  In the past 10 
years, KOA Kampgrounds increased 66% in luxury lodge rentals.  Glamping Hub’s Ruben Martinez says, “After a week of 
glamping, you’re not thinking, ‘I look homeless right now.’  You’re thinking about how comfortable you are.” 
     This same mindset of glamorous comfortable camping is seen in all parts of our entire society.  And it has even made its way 
into local churches.  It is pretty clear that we are becoming a nation of comfortable Christians.  And to tell the truth, there are 
times I find myself becoming comfortable “where I am.”  I like having a ‘normal’ routine...and I forget that there are those in 
distress.  It is nice to stop and smell the roses...and I forget that someone cannot smell because of Covid-19.  I like the thought 
of taking care of my little garden...and forget that there is new ground to plow.  I enjoy being with the folks of the church...and 
forget that there is a field awaiting a harvest.  I could even let the old saying "I’m OK.  You’re OK." become my mantra causing 
me to lose touch with the reality of God’s call.  I get caught up and hug people...and forget we are in the midst of a pandemic.  
In other words, I am buying into Glistianity (Glamourous Christianity). 
     Mr. Dodd shared a list that I believe hits the nail on the head.  In our consumer mentality we buy in to what is advertised by 
society and forget our intended goal.  What he shared has touched me and given more than food for thought, but an eye opener 
of how I have bought in to being a Comfortable Christian.  See what you think.   
1.   We are not attending church with a high level of expectancy. 
2.   We no longer seem to be concerned about the spiritual condition of neighbors, family members, or our co- 
       workers. 
3.   We have not had a spiritual conversation with a non-Christian in a long time. 
4.   The Bible seems like a history book and it is lifeless to us. 
5.   Our happiness on Sunday mornings is more important than what it takes to reach the unchurched.   
         As long as we get our parking spot, our seat, and hear the music we like, everything is fine.  (Ouch!) 
6.   The plight of the poor does not concern us. 
7.   Pictures of overseas suffering do not move us to action. 
8.   We do not give our financial resources sacrificially. 
9.   Our prayers do not seem to be making it past the ceiling. 
10. It does not even dawn on us that God could do something incredibly radical in our life at any moment today. 
        It is not even on our radar. 
     Many items on that list have described me at various times in my life.  Like British aristocrats on an African safari, I was 
lulled into a mindset of comfort rather than experiencing what was laid out right there in front of me.  I had become too com-
fortable.  Maybe you can relate.  During Lent, we need to reconsider the purpose of our lives. So, let us ask ourselves, “During 
this Lenten Season, what would cause us to get uncomfortable in our Christianity?  (Thanks to Mr. Dodd for sharing his insight 
and thoughts)...Pastor David. 
 



 

 

  
 Stewardship Report   As 

of February 21, 2021 

Offering Report as of:                           February 21, 2021 
 

2021 Budget: 

Needed for 2021 Budget YTD: 

Budget Rec’d YTD: 

Surplus/Deficit YTD: 

Weekly Offering Needed: 

        

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 

planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s mission 

alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  

 

Young At Hearts Luncheons at Andys 

Will NOT return until deemed 

safe enough to join together in 

fellowship. 

 

 

March - April 2021 Upper 

Rooms 

     The March – April 2021 
Upper Rooms are available. 
Please call Karen at 864-426-
1655. She will be happy to 
meet you at the church office 
at a convenient time. She also 
delivers!! Karen will be glad to 
bring one to your house. 
Please just give her a call! 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Graduate Sunday   

     Grace plans to observe Graduate 
Sunday as soon as we can determine a 
date. If you have a high school or college 
graduate in your family, please call the 

church office or Karen Hibbard (864-426-1655) as soon 
as possible. We don’t want to miss anyone! More infor-
mation will follow. 

Women’s 

Circle  

Meetings 

UMW NEWS 

There are two other ways to continue 

tithing during this time besides bring-

ing to the worship service: mail to the 

church or use Vanco (Grace UMC QR 

Code for online giving on left) 

 

379,036.00 

58,313.23 

43,651.05 

-14,662.18 

7,289.15 Dear Circle Members, 

This is the time of year we would be having our General Meeting 
for “A Call To Prayer and Self-Denial”. We will not be meeting due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. If you would like to make a contribu-
tion toward this annual offering, please send it to me and I will 
make our donation to UMW.   In His Service, Fran Love, Treasurer 
                                                                                 109 Carter Street 
                                                                                 Union, SC 29379 

There will be NO circle meet-
ings during March. 

 

Please remember to make 
your pledge and contributions. 

MAIL to: Fran Love 

 

    Family Night Supper 
 

There will be NO March Family Night 

Supper due to the ongoing COVID-19 

Pandemic. You may still gather at 

home on the fourth Wednesday and 

say a brief prayer for our church, its 

members, and our once again rejoining in fellowship. 

NO 

Chancel Choir 

Bells of Grace 

 

 

Neither the Chancel Choir or The Bells of Grace 

will have rehearsals during the month of March.  



 
      

Souper Bowl Sunday Drive Through  

 A Wonderful Success! 
 

      Our Souper Bowl Sunday Drive Through broke our record!! Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You to everyone for the generous contributions of soup and 
monetary donations on Souper Bowl Sunday. We collected 132 cans of soup 
(the most collected in a long time!!)  which were taken to the Mon Aetna Baptist 

Church Food Pantry. We received $245.00 in donations for Meals on Wheels. Grace members 
always come through and your 
generosity is much appreciated! 

 
 

 
 

Watch Your Flowers and Don’t Forget!  

Make sure you keep an eye 

on all those beautiful 

flowers in your yard so that 

on Easter Sunday, April 4th, 

you can bring your cut 

flowers and greenery to 

decorate our Living Cross 

that will be on the front 

lawn. We’ll do like last year 

and have some baskets 

along the side of the 

cemetery entrance where 

you may drop them off. There will be several 

volunteers who will place them on the cross. Last 

year’s tree was beautiful, as you can see. Thank You.  

 

 Grace is Amazing!! 

Allen and I would like to thank each of you for 

your prayers, memorials, and cards sent to us 

due to my mother’s and nephew’s deaths and  

Allen’s hip surgery.  We are so fortunate to have 

wonderful Christian friends like you at Grace.  

Please keep us in your prayers in the days to 

come. 

           In Christian Love, Allen and Pat Owens 

A BIG Thank You to Jan Thompson! 

      Recently, thirteen women participated in the FOLLOW Bible Study by Andy Stanley. Eve-
ry Wednesday in January and February we listened to Jan Thompson lead the study and 
interacted with our thoughts and comments as we saw fit. Jan did an outstanding job and we all 
agreed we should do this again. Ralph Thompson helped with loading each week’s video so we 
could all watch. Those that participated were Jan Thompson, Dale Goff, Darla Love, Frances Ad-
ams, Kim Fast, Sheryl Price, Karen Hibbard, Sandra Strom, Mary Jane Cunningham, Sally Palmer, 
Sally Summers, Nancy Kennedy, and Marilyn Stoddard. If anyone is interest in watching the FOL-
LOW videos, check out Andy Stanley’s Small Group Bible Studies on YouTube. The ability to finally 
relate to what the Bible is telling you was an amazing experience. Again, Thank You, Jan!! You are 
a wonderful leader and teacher! Also thanks to Dale Goff for setting up ZOOM each week. 



 

 

Ellen Sagar:  Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg.: Elwood Eason 

Home:   James and Ruth Roof 

Inverness, Sptbg.:  Hazel Howell 

Cumberland Village,  

Aiken:   Carolyn and Johnny Turner 

Amy Bruce:  P. O. Box 15, Fingerville, SC 29338 

Ola Jean Kelly:  Martha Franks Retirement Home,  

                  1 Martha Franks Drive, Laurens, SC 29360  

Because We Care  

      

               March  
 

   1 Sally Summers 
 

   4 Billy Jack Moore,  
  Pat Nichols 
 

   7 Steve Hudson 
 

   9 Grant Berry 
 

 10 Russell Brooks 
 

 11 Mike McGee, Zach Staniewicz 
  

  16 Buddy Wilkes III 
   

 19 Robert Johns 
 

 20 Cindy Langley 
 

 23 Chase Ham 
 

 29 Freddie Gault 
 

 30 Jane Moore 
 

 31 Alex Wagner 

 

       

  

A BIRTHDAY PRAYER FOR YOU! 

May the Lord always Smile upon you 
and Bless you with everything that is Good. 

May his Love fill your Heart and keep you safe. 

              Amen 

We may still be out of the office at this moment, but we 

are still working and available when needed. If you need 

anything, give one of us a call at: Karen: 864-426-1655; Pat: 

864-426-3126; or Sheryl: 864-426-2123. 

        Office Staff at Work 

           Hello!, from Pat,   

          Sheryl, and Karen!  

  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

REPORT 02-21-21 

The Church Council met 

on Sunday, February 21, 

2021, via ZOOM and de-

termined Grace should still 

be closed through  Sunday, March 21st. The Council 

will meet again on that Sunday and determine wheth-

er to re-open before Easter. Please remain in prayer 

about this.  

Community Prayer Meeting at The Gazebo 

  The Community Prayer Meeting will be held at the USC-U 

Gazebo on Thursday, March 4, at 12:00 noon.  Wearing a 

mask and social distancing are requested, but there is am-

ple space to be safely distanced.  Prayer is one of the 

greatest privileges we have. Consider joining in. 

  

 

 
 

The Grace Messenger is attempting to bring you as much 

information as possible each month while we deal with the 

COVID-19 pandemic. That means I really could use your 

help. Please help by responding to requests, give us any 

kind of suggestions, or let us know if you or your family is 

involved in something the church would enjoy hearing 

about. As always, we are deeply 

appreciative of any newsletter 

submissions, because it takes all of us 

working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.   

     REMEMBER: Send in your 

admissions by the middle of the month!   

Deadline for the March 2021 Grace 

Messenger will be March 17th . 
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• 

 

So, truth be told, I do not want things to go back to the way they were. I pray I will take the  lessons and challenges 

of these past few weeks and create a new normal. My goal is to pray more, love harder, and truly appreciate the 

daily abundance of blessings that were so easily overlooked just a few weeks ago. If someone tells you they love 

you, take it to heart. And may I never forget to thank God everyday for life! 

 

© 2020 by Dawn Neely. All rights reserved. (Dr. & Mrs. Lawton Neely-Chaplains at Martha Franks)   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care Skilled Nursing -VA Contract- 

Rehabilitation - Home Care 

                                                 

 

 

We want to thank Ann Nichols for the submission of this article from Martha Franks Retirement Home.  



 

 

UCHS Wrestling Team after third consecutive Region III 3A Championship win. 

Leroy Kennedy, Union Rotary Club 
President, presents a donation  

to Lewis Jeter of the Union County 
Historical Society 

Brenda Farr and Sebastian Fowler, son of Paul and 
Missy Wilkes, are members of the UCHS Wrestling 

 

Brenda Farr won her second consecutive 
state championship on January 30, 

2021. Brenda is Mike Farr’s niece and 
her father is Jerry Farr 

 

Sebastian Fowler vs 
BHP Wrestler 



 

WORN OUT SHOES 

An Irish Tale 

It’s almost time for leprechauns, shamrocks and green water. Yes, it’s 
March and time for St. Patrick’s Day. If you are looking for some ac-
tivities and fun things to do with your kids at home, here are some 
ideas. (see picture) 
It can be difficult to come up with different ways the leprechauns can 
cause mischief. They may leave gold flecks (glitter) in a path across the 
floor, hide gold chocolate coins, leave disappearing eggs 
( Jelly Marbles in water), color carnations green (food 
coloring and water in vase), make shamrock pancakes, 
leave green footprints everywhere, turn the milk green or 
even the “potty”, and make leprechaun soup.  Use your 
imagination to create a fun-filled St. Patty’s Day while 
still cooped up at home with the kids. They’ll love it and 
you’ll have a great time, too! 

  Shoes are funny things. One pair will fit just right and be comfortable and another pair of the same size will pinch and hurt.  

That’s why Sarah loved her new shoes. They were comfortable.  They were cut and they made the best little clacking noise 

when she walked. Her mother had called them clogs. The little wooden heels helped with the clacking sound and the leather 

top was open in the back, so that she could slide her foot in and out with ease. 

  Since her mother liked her to take off her shoes when she got home from school or came in from playing, Sarah would kick her 

shoes off by the door and then slip them back on again when she was ready to go out. 

  One morning, she went out to get her shoes, which were still by the door, but she noticed that 

the wooden heels were completely worn down.  Sarah didn’t understand what could have hap-

pened to her shoes. 

  “Mom, look at my shoes.”  She showed her mother the worn down heels. 

  “You have worn them a lot,” her mother said, “so, we will go get another pair when you get 

home from school.” 

  Sarah’s grandmother, who lived with them, laughed and said, “You have a leprechaun who is 

getting into those shoes and dancing a jig all night long until he wears the shoes down.” 

  Her mother laughed at the thought and promised they’d get a new pair to replace the worn 

ones. 

  Sarah had to wear her old shoes, which weren’t nearly as comfortable.  At recess, she missed being able to run around in her 

clogs and hearing the clickety clack on the pavement.  When she got home from school, she stopped at the door, and pulled her 

shoes off angrily.  She glared at them as she set them by the door. 

  Later that night, her mother took her to the shoe store, and they got another pair just like the ones that were worn down.  She 

set the shoes by the front door and went to bed. 

  In the morning, Sarah rushed down to put on her new shoes, happy that she’d have her favorite pair back.  She picked them 

up and realized the heels were worn down.  Had her mother put the old pair back out? 

  “Mom, where are my new shoes?” she asked. 

  “They were by the front door.”  Her mother’s eyes widened as she realized the heels were worn down again.  “What in the 

world?” 

  Sarah’s grandmother smiled.  “I told you.  Leprechauns love to dance, and they also love clogs because of the sound they make 

when they are doing a jig.” 



  

      Sometimes a newspaper article just catches your eye. 

This See You In Church This Week article in the Union 
County News on February 23, 2021, was one of those. 

     Mary grew up in Union, the daughter of Derrill and 

Frances Schumpert.  Mary is married to Rev. David Nich-

ols who also grew up in Union, was a member of Unity 
UMC, and is currently the pastor of Buford Street UMC in Gaffney.  They have both come full 

circle back to Union. Mary was a member of Grace UMC and David was our youth pastor 

when the two met. Mary says her sister, Ann, gave them the push to be together. Now, after 

many different jobs which included being a newspaper reporter, a teacher at both the high school and college levels, 
an umbrella salesman :o, and serving actively within the churches David pastored, she was getting ready to retire. 

However, she didn’t want to stop doing something and that is when she and David knew what she wanted was to be a 

pastor herself. Mary has served at several other churches as an associate pastor before she was assigned to Unity 

UMC and is currently taking seminary classes from Duke on Zoom.  Mary says Unity is a sweet church with a loving 
fellowship and she is very happy to be there. 

     Mary and David have three daughters, Betsy, Frances, and Martha, and four grandchildren. Betsy is a computer 

consultant, Frances is a counselor at Pickens High School, and Rev. Martha S. Timmons is a deacon at St. James 

UMC and works with PS I Love You ministries which supports the needs of foster children in Spartanburg. 

 

 

     The first Lenten Meditation was on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021, on 

Facebook, YouTube, and Grace’s website. The  Season of Lent has always 

been a very popular time of year at Grace where we and the community meet 

at 12 noon for a Lenten Worship Service and then have a delicious meal 

made by the Lenten Ladies of our church. This year, with COVID-19 still very 

prevalent, a Lenten Meditation will be delivered by Pastor David each Wednesday at 12:00 noon in the same fash-

ion as he does our Sunday services.  These meditation services are on Wednesdays:   March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 

31 and April 4 is EASTER 

   We hope you will watch and participate in each Lenten Service and remind family members and friends to do so 

too! 

Lenten Meditations on Facebook Began on 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

Rev. Mary Schumpert Nichols 

Unity United Methodist Church 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

 
 

 

O’ me darlin’, you must look for 
many gold coins hidden within these 
pages! They’ll bring you “The Luck o’ 
the Irish”! 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

