
Comfortable Christianity 

From the Pastor  

 

 

                                     
      Brian Dodd offers a personal checklist for a Christianity that's too concerned with the world's 
amenities.  
     Glamping is a form of luxury camping started by wealthy British people who frequently took 
African safaris.  Instead of roughing it in the wilderness, these aristocrats vacationed with the best of 
accommodations such as soft beds, fluffy pillows, and all the modern conveniences such as 
televisions, microwaves & coffee makers. 

     This form of relaxation has made its way to the United States (I know, check out what the preacher camps in).  In 
2010, KOA Kampgrounds increased 26% in luxury lodge rentals.  Glamping Hub’s Ruben Martinez says, “After a 
week of camping, you’re not thinking, ‘I look homeless right now.’  You’re thinking about how comfortable you are.” 
     This same mindset of glamorous comfortable camping permeates our entire society, and has made its way into local 
churches.  I am becoming aware that that we are becoming a nation of comfortable Christians.  There are times I find 
myself becoming comfortable “where I am.”   I settle in to take care of the plants in my garden and forget that there is 
new ground to plow.  I enjoy being with the folks of the church and forget that there is a field awaiting a harvest.  I 
could even let the old saying "I’m OK.  You’re OK." become my mantra causing me to lose touch with the reality of 
God’s call. 
     What I am about to share might touch you as it has touched me.  So, how do we know we have become a 
Comfortable Christian? 
1. We are not attending church with a high level of expectancy. 
 

2. We no longer seem to be concerned about the spiritual condition of neighbors, family members, or our co-workers. 
 

3. We haven’t had a spiritual conversation with a non-Christian in a long time. 
 

4. The Bible seems like a history book.  It’s lifeless to us. 
 

5. Our happiness on Sunday mornings is more important than what it takes to reach the unchurched.  As long as we get 
our parking spot, our seat, and hear the music we like, everything’s fine. 
 

6. The plight of the poor doesn’t concern us. 
 

7. Pictures of overseas suffering do not move us to action. 
 

8. We do not give our financial resources sacrificially. 
 

9. Our prayers don’t seem to be making it past the ceiling. 
 

10. It doesn’t even dawn on us that God could do something incredibly radical in our life at any moment today.  It’s 
not even on our radar. 
      
     Many items on that list have described me at various times in my life.  Like British aristocrats on an African safari, 
I was lulled into a mindset of comfort over experiencing everything that was laid out right there in front of me.  I had 
become too comfortable.   Can you relate?  During this Lenten Season, what can we do to become “uncomfortable” in 
our Christianity? 
   (Thanks to Mr. Dodd for sharing his insight and thoughts) 
Pastor David 
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 10:00 AM Mon., March 2nd,  

 3:00 PM Mon., March  2nd, 

 at Sissy Matthews’ Home 
        

 6:00 PM Wed., March 11th  

 
Children’s 

Sunday School 
 
 

     We are missing 
our children during 
our Sunday School 
time!  Two Sunday 
School leaders are 
waiting for our 
children each Sunday 
at 10:00 a.m. with a 

fun, active lesson prepared and a snack.  Please join 
us each Sunday.  There’s a Sunday School class for 
the parents as well. 

Stewardship  

Report   2020 

Offering Report as of:                         February 23, 2020 
 

2020  Budget: 

Needed for 2020 Budget YTD: 

Budget Rec’d YTD: 

Surplus/Deficit YTD: 

Weekly Offering Needed: 

        

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 

planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s mission 

alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  

    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 
 

 

No Meetings in  
March or April 

  

     Due to the Lenten Services 

and Lunches, Young at Heart will 

not meet in March or April.   YAH will resume on May 13, 

2020, 12:00 Noon, at Andy’s. 

 

Sunday, March 8th  
Move your clocks ahead One Hour! 

 

 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

379,325.00 

58,357.69 

56,355.00 

-2,002.69 

7,294.71 

Souper Bowl Success!  

     Thank You, Thank You, 
Thank You to everyone for 
the generous contributions 
of soup and monetary dona-
tions on Souper Bowl Sun-
day.  We received $265.00 
in donations for Meals on 
Wheels. We also collected 
47 cans of soup which were 
taken to the Duncan Acres 
UMC Food Pantry. Thank 
You for your gracious and 
much needed donations! 

Graduate Sunday   

     Grace will observe Graduate Sunday on 

May 17. If you have a high school or college 

graduate in your family, please call the 

church office as soon as possible. We don’t want to miss 

anyone! Plans are to recognize all our graduates during the 

morning worship. After church, the grads and their families 

will enjoy a wonderful lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 

Women’s 

Circle  

Meetings 

UMW NEWS 

Wednesday 

March 11, 2020 

6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

March 18, 2020 

6:00 PM 



 

Choir and Bells 
 

 
  Wed., Mar.   4 - 7:30pm 
  Wed., Mar. 11 - 7:30pm 
  Wed., Mar. 18 - 7:30pm 
  Wed., Mar. 25 - 7:30pm  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Sun., Mar.   1 - 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar.   8 - 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 15 - 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 22 - 5:45pm 
Sun., Mar. 29 - 9:30am 
                       11:00am Perform in Service 
 

.  

United Methodist Women 

Grace UMC  

General Meeting  February 16, 2020 

     On Sunday, February 16, 2020, Mrs. Judy Caston, President, welcomed everyone who came to the UMW General Meeting. She ex-

pressed her appreciation for all that the UMW has been involved in and her hopes that it will continue during her service. Mary Lou Gregory 

installed all the new officers for 2020. They are: Judy Caston (President), Sue Keith (Vice-President), Margie Ruff (Secretary; Nominations; 

Local Church Responsibilities), Fran Love (Treasurer), Mary Jane Cunningham (Program Resources; Nominations; Local Church Responsibil-

ities), Sherry Bauknight (Mission Coordinator/Spiritual Growth), Jeanette Galloway (Special Membership Recognition), Frances Adams 

(Education and Interpretation/Social Action; Membership Nurture and Outreach), and Mary Lou Gregory (Special Membership Recognition). 

The Circle Leaders installed for 2020 are: Mrs. Jane Moore, Circle of Hope; Mrs. Brenda Childers, Johnnie Sanders Circle; and  Mrs. Melodi 

Gault, Lucy Lee Shuler Circle. Rev. David Bauknight then gave the blessing for the wonderful meal catered by Kirby’s consisting of roast beef, 

potatoes and gravy, broccoli casserole, pickled carrots, rolls, tea, coffee, and cheesecake for dessert. Sherry Bauknight presented a beautiful 

LOVE devotion, then let us know all about the meaning of  love as Pastor David assisted with a video display. Kathy Stepp and Jack Kelly 

were then introduced by Sue Keith. Kathy’s program, “LOVE TRIBUTE” included her singing a well-known hymn referring to love as Jack ac-

companied her on the piano. She went on to add further information about what love means, incorporating humour and a game into her 

presentation. Before the meeting ended, Fran Love explained the reason behind the UMW’s “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” offering. Once 

the offering was collected, Pastor David gave the benediction. The meeting was well received, enjoyed, and applauded by all. 

    Special recognition goes to everyone who helped before, during, or after the meeting. Without the generous offerings to help, this would not 

have been possible.  Thank You! 

5th Sunday Breakfast 

and Sunday School 

March 29, 2020 

Please Join Us! 

 

The Johnnie Sanders Circle will host our Fifth Sunday Breakfast 
followed by Sunday School on Sunday morning, March 29. At 
9:30am, everyone is invited to stop by in the hallway of the Ed-
ucational Building for a breakfast snack, conversation, and fel-
lowship. At 10:00am Sunday School will begin in each Sunday 
School class. Please come to socialize, enjoy pick up breakfast 
treats, and a cup of good hot coffee! We hope to see you there! 



 
Lenten Season Began Ash Wednesday, February 26 

 

 Grace UMC  is again hosting the Community Lenten Services and 
luncheons each Wednesday at noon. The services and luncheons began on 
Ash Wednesday, February 26th and will continue through Holy Week, 
Wednesday, April 8th.  Pastors from different denominations and churches will 
deliver the message each week.  Tommy Bishop, GUMC organist/choir 
director, has planned special Lenten Season music.  Each Lenten Service 
begins at 12 noon.  Lunch will be served after the service at a cost of $7.00.   

This year’s Lenten schedule is: 
 

February 26 Pastor David Bauknight  Grace United Methodist Church 

 Lunch: Marinated chicken breast, potato casserole, broccoli salad, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

March 4 Rev. Lee Moseley Union Presbyterian Church     

 Lunch: Chicken casserole, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee  
 

March 11 Father Mike McCafferty St. Augustine Catholic Church 

 Lunch: Baked ham, green beans, potato salad, sliced cucumbers and cherry tomatoes, rolls, dessert, 

                                   tea and coffee 
 

March 18 Rev. Merritt Wentz Bethel and Duncan Acres UMC 

 Lunch: BBQ w/bun, baked beans, coleslaw, chips, pickles, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

March 25 Rev. Robbie Stollger First Baptist Church 

 Lunch: Meatballs with sauce, copper pennies, brown rice, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee   
 

April 1 Rev. Jeff Farmer Sardis UMC 

 Lunch: Pork Loin, sweet potatoes, Asian slaw, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

April 8 Rev. A. L. Brackett St. Paul Baptist Church 

 Lunch:  Fried chicken, green beans, macaroni & cheese, tea biscuits, dessert, tea and coffee 
 

     Please join fellow church and community members in attending these  

meaningful services in preparation for Easter. 

Watch Your Flowers and Don’t Forget!  

Make sure you keep an eye on all those 

beautiful flowers in your yard so that on 

Easter Sunday, April 12th, you can bring your 

cut flowers and greenery to decorate our 

Living Cross that will be on the front lawn. 

Last year’s tree was beautiful, as you can 

see. Thank You.  

 

      

            

 

Sonshiners/MCF 

     Thank you to our disciple makers Margie Ruff, 

Melissa and Stewart Wagner, Sally Summers, and 

Karen Hibbard for thoughtful lessons as well as 

leading bells during the month of February. Thank 

you, Grayson Fallaw, for providing our favorite piz-

za meals. There was also a Valentine party coordi-

nated by Karen and Margie with fun and sweet 

valentines. 

 The schedule for March is: 
 March 1     Lesson 5: Melissa and Stewart 
                                    Wagner 
 March 8     Lesson 6: Dale and Larry Goff 
 March 15   Lesson 7: Dale and Larry Goff 
 March 22   No Meeting - No School 
 March 29   Easter Egg Hunt - Hoppy says “Come 
 and bring your friends and family members!!” 

 



 

 

Heartland Residential:  Raye Hellams 

                      Mary Jo Rogers 

           John Flynn 

Ellen Sagar:         Jane and Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg.:    Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.:       Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:          Ruth Roof 

Inverness, Sptbg:         Hazel Howell 

Cumberland Village, Aiken:   Carolyn and Johnny       

                                              Turner 

Because We Care  

      

               March  
 

   1 Sally Summers 
 

   4 Billy Jack Moore,  
  Pat Nichols 
 

   7 Steve Hudson 
 

   9 Grant Berry 
 

 10 Russell Brooks 
 

 11 Mike McGee, Zach Staniewicz 
  

  16 Buddy Wilkes III 
   

 19 Robert Johns 
 

 20 Cindy Langley 
 

 23 Chase Ham 
 

 29 Freddie Gault 
 

 30 Jane Moore 

 

No Family Night  
Supper in March  

  
 

     Due to the Lenten Services and 

Luncheons, we will not have a Family 

Night Supper for the month of March.  

They will resume on April 22nd. We  

hope to see you there! 

MCF/Sonshiners 
Make a Valentines for  
        Miss Barbara 

 

     I hope you enjoy the newslet-

ter as much as I do creating it! 

But, you know, it takes help from 

all directions to make it possible! 

Keep on sending your infor-

mation about what is happenin’ 

at Grace and keep reading the 

newsletter for all that great 

Grace information!   

Deadline for the April Grace 

Messenger will be April 15th. 

 

 

A BIRTHDAY PRAYER FOR YOU! 

May the Lord always Smile upon you 
and Bless you with everything that is Good. 

May his Love fill your Heart and keep you safe. 

              Amen 

Ember Love and 

Lane Wagner 

     At MCF/Sonshiners on Sunday evening, February 9th, Em-
ber Love and Lane Wagner ate cupcakes and ice cream then 
went to work making a giant valentine and get-well card for 

Miss Barbara. They had loads of fun gluing on hearts, sticking 
on valentine stickers, coloring rainbows and hearts, and writing 
special wishes for Valentine’s Day and to get well soon. Miss 

Barbara was so excited when she received it on Valentine’s Day.  

Miss Barbara 

Unknown 

“ You’ve given me a reason 
For smiling once again, 
 For making me so happy          
And calling me your friend.”   



Oh How We Love and Miss Our Miss Barbara! 

Salkehatchie - Union Camp 2020 
          The Salkehatchie team is gearing up for another great camp in Union!  Camp dates for this year are Saturday, 

June 20th - Saturday, June 27th.  Director, Rev. Don Brown, and Assistant Director, Les Marchant, will be in Union 

soon to scout out possible houses for the camp to work on.  Karen Hibbard has already coordinated all the meals for 

the campers with the churches from last year and Rev. John Culp will again be at the Union Camp. This year, we are 

looking for around 90 campers. It takes a village to make this camp successful!  Please keep us in your prayers as 

we go about being the hands and feet of Jesus.  

 

 

 

Grace Narroway Play Trip 

Sat., March 21, at 3:00 PM Meet at church 
 

     Grace is excited about taking another trip to    

experience one of  Narroway’s plays, The Fourth 

Cross. The date and time have been set for Saturday, 

March 21, 2020, at 5:00 pm. Dinner is included. All 

who registered in advance and were later contacted 

and said would go are asked to meet at the church 

parking lot by 3:00 pm to bus and carpool to The 

Narroway Productions Studio in Fort Mill, SC. The 

cost of the play is $40.00 per person and needs to be 

paid in advance. Please check with Karen Hibbard in 

the church office about paying for the trip and for 

any further information. 

 

Whether it be at Grace, the Waffle House, Elle Bell Coffee 
Shop, Walmart, Heartland or Ellen Sagar, on Main Street, 
at a Union function, the high school or USC-U, or anything 
else that’s going on, you can bet on it, Miss Barbara is 
Missed! Everyone Loves You, Barb! Union isn’t the same 
without you! Hugs and Kisses from your Grace Family!! 



 

Sheriff and Police Appreciation Breakfast  

     On Wednesday, February 19, 2020, we showed our apprecia-

tion for all of Union County’s Sheriff and Police officers. A break-

fast of sausage and biscuit casserole, grits, scrambled eggs, cof-

fee and juice were served starting at 6:30 AM for the officers as 

they began or ended their 12-hour shifts. Those that helped were 

Freada and Doug Rinaca, Pat Nichols, David and Sherry 

Bauknight, Glenn and Karen Hibbard, Sheryl Price, Pat Owens, 

and Brooke and Brad Valentine. Each officer expressed their 

gratitude and were given a token pack of gum with a message 

note attached. David set up signs directing them to the Fellow-

ship Hall and prepared a PowerPoint slide show expressing our 

thanks for their service to our community. What a blessing it was 

to show them our appreciation. 

 

New Breezeway Storage 

Door 

 Thanks to the carpentry skills of 

Buddy Blackmon, the old rotting 

door was refurbished with new 

wood and painted before being 

installed by Buddy and Pastor 

David. You can see who did 

most of the work! Thank you 

Buddy for helping keep Grace 

clean and beautiful. The door 

looks fantastic! 



 

      

 

GRACE’s Beau-

tiful displays 

bring color and a 

message to all 

who take the 

opportunity to 

view them. 

Come Sundays 

and See! 

 

New Lights 
In an effort to improve the front en-

trance of our historical church the 

old lights were kept, but new flash-

ing gas-like bulbs were installed.  

What a beautiful difference they 

make. Take a drive after dusk to see 

how truly wonderful they are. And 

next time you see Pastor David, tell 

him THANK YOU for his efforts to 

install them. 

     The first Community Lenten Service was on Ash Wednesday, February 

26, 2020. Pastor David officiated. Tommy Bishop accompanied Sally 

Summers on the organ as she sang a beautiful rendition of “Sign Us with 

Ashes” for the special music.  The Imposition of Ashes was led by both  

Pastor David and Rev. Merritt Wentz.  The delicious meal after the service 

was prepared and served by the Lenten Ladies: Brenda Childers, Freada 

Rinaca, Dawn Fallaw, JoAnn Lipscomb, Jan Thompson, Sonja Dunbar, 

and Pat Nichols. Beautiful daffodils were placed on each blue covered ta-

ble. If you weren’t here to enjoy the service, food, and fellowship, plan to 

join us for the next service on Wednesday, March 4. See you then! 

Community Lenten Service and Luncheon #1 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020 



    Acolyte Spotlight 

On February 9th, Lane Wagner, junior acolyte, got her very 

first experience as the ONLY acolyte. See her smile? Happy! 

Buffalo United Methodist Church  

 

 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 S. Church Street 
Union, South Carolina 29379 
 
To Our Friends in Christ at Grace United Methodist Church: 

We cordially invite you to join us at Buffalo United Methodist 
Church for a traditional Seder Meal led by Ze'ev Nevo of Israel 
Media Ministries on Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 6:30 
pm in our fellowship hall. Our Henry Thomas Sunday School 
Class is sponsoring the meal and bringing Ze'ev to Buffalo. 

An offering is also requested to be taken during the event 
which will go to Israel Media Ministries. 

We kindly ask that you respond with a projected number of 
guests who will be attending from your church by March 26, 
2020 so that we can plan accordingly. You may reply by 
phone: 864-427-7214 (leave a message) or by e-mail:        
buffaloumc2013@att.net. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Miriam W. Mick, Pastor                                                    
Buffalo United Methodist Church                                                 
for the Henry Thomas Sunday School Class  

*Anyone wishing to attend from Grace, please let our 
church office know. 

 

Celebrate The True Meaning of the Easter Season 
Beneath a beautiful Jerusalem background, over 80 singers, actors, and 

dancers in authentic biblical costume, enhanced by a fully orchestral sound-

track, professional lighting and sound, bring to life the greatest story ever 

told as seen through the eyes of Peter the Apostle. 

"The Witness"  

...an unforgettable Easter Drama! 

Thursday, March 26 - 7 pm 

Friday, March 27 - 7 pm 

Saturday, March 28 - 6 pm 

Family Life Center 

*Free Admission* 

A Love Offering will be received. 

Doors will open 30 minutes before the performance. For 
more information or reservations for groups of 20 or more, 
call (864) 427-9847.                                    Tabernacle Baptist Church, 915 N. 
Pinckney Street, Union, SC 

 

 Thank You, Susan Lawson 

     On Sunday, February 23rd, Susan Lawson 

played the piano for our worship service.  Susan 

stepped in and played the Mason & Hamlin grand 

piano beautifully while Tommy Bishop, our or-

ganist/choir director, recovered from kidney stone 

surgery and having his second cataract surgery. 

It’s always a pleasure to enjoy the talents of our 

church family.  Thanks again Susan! 
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