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Grace United Methodist Church 
Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

  P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor                                                                                Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

March 2015 From the Pastor  
 

Word Choice for Lent    
Proverbs 15:1-15    

(read also Ps 34:13-14 & James 3:1-12) 
 

 The ability to master our mouths, 
watch our words and tame our tongues 
demonstrates a level of spiritual and 
emotional maturity. And guess what…
the opposite is true as well. An inability 

to control our speech shows immaturity and it 
can inflict great harm on our relationships.  
Solomon (in Proverbs) addresses the 
importance of controlling our words by 
contrasting positive and negative speech. In 
each case, the effects end up as opposites: 
peacefulness or wrath, knowledge or folly, 
healing or a crushed spirit. In other words, 
when we fail to control our tongue, we don’t 
just fail to give or be a blessing; we potentially 
cause a wound that can rupture a relationship. 
 Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, author 
of Words That Hurt, Words That Heal, states 
that he asks audiences whether they can go 
24 hours without saying any unkind words 
about or to anyone. Invariably, a few people 
answer “yes,” but most call out “no!” He 
responds, “Those who can’t answer ‘yes’ have 
a serious problem. If you can’t go 24 hours 
without drinking liquor, you’re addicted to 
alcohol. If you can’t last 24 hours without 
smoking, you’re addicted to nicotine. And if 
you can’t make it 24 hours without saying 

unkind words about others, you’ve lost 
control of your tongue.” 
 How can we tell whether our tongue 
is under control? We won’t say anything 
about an individual that we can’t say directly 
to that person. We resist the urge to 
exaggerate. We consciously examine our 
thoughts and remove gossip and rumors 
from our conversations. We keep in 
confidence a personal matter that someone 
else shares with us. Further, we learn to 
speak positive words, appropriate words, 
communicate affirmation, comfort and 
healing.  Now, think for a moment. When was 
the last time we said something to another 
person that we instantly regretted? Maybe it 
was something intended as a joke that was 
instead taken as an offense, or perhaps it 
was a sharp word spoken in anger that we 
wish we could have taken back. Think of a 
specific situation, and then let’s challenge 
ourselves to rectify the hurt. While we may 
not be able to take back the words 
themselves, with God’s help, we can humbly 
submit ourselves to that person and begin to 
rebuild the relationship. 
 Consider this: how would others 
evaluate our speech?  Would they say that 
our words more frequently heal or wound?  
What steps can we take to gain a tighter 
control over our tongue?  Bridled for Christ… 
    Pastor David.  

GUMCEP News 
 

 On Tuesday, March 10, 

Registration for the 2015-2016 

school year will be held.  If you 

know of someone that would be 

interested in their child 

attending GUMCEP, please 

pass the information along to 

Ms. Robin at 427-0996. During the month of 

March there will be many activities going on 

with the celebration of Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, 

St. Patrick’s Day, and the beginning of spring.  

Lots of learning and fun activities go on each 

day.  Come and visit any time.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mar. 1 - Sally Summers 
  4 - Billy Jack Moore, Pat Nichols 
  7 - Steve Hudson, Cornelia Huggins 
  4 - JoAnne Lipscomb, Pat Owens 
  9 - Grant Berry     
10 - Russell Brooks 
11 - Mike McGee, Zach Staniewicz 
12 - Lib Johns 
13 - Betty Lidkea 
14 - Everette King, Ellis Langley 
16 - Buddy Wilkes 
19 - Robert Johns 
20 - Cindy Langley 
23 - Chase Compton-Ham, Katie Cash 
29 - Freddie Gault 
30 - Jane Moore 
31 - Alex Wagner 

 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org


 

Grace UMC would like to extend a warm invitation for you to join us for 
our annual Lenten Services followed by lunch! Services start at noon 
and are immediately followed by a $6 lunch. 
 

LENTEN SPEAKERS AND MENUS 2015 
  

 MAR 4 :  Speaker – Pastor David, Grace UMC; special music by Ronnie Lybrand    
Menu – Spaghetti casserole, tossed salad, French bread, dessert, tea & coffee 
 MAR 11: Speaker – Fr. Louis Miller pastor of Episcopal Church of the Nativity; 
special music by Jack Kelly     
Menu – Chicken casserole, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
 MAR 18 : Speaker – Fr. Mike McCafferty pastor of St. Augustine Catholic Church; 
special music by Ron Holden 
Menu – Lasagna, tossed salad, garlic bread, dessert, tea & coffee 
 MAR 25:  Speaker – Rev. Rick Pendleton pastor of 1st Baptist Church; special 
music by Daniel Prince       
Menu – Ham, potato salad, broccoli casserole, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
 APR 1: Speaker – Rev. Dr. A.L. Bracket pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church 
Menu –   Fried chicken, green beans, macaroni/cheese, beets, biscuits, dessert, tea & 
coffee 

Last F.L.I.G.H.T Sunday School Lesson in Power up 

We are sad to say goodbye to Ram and Rom in March, but…… 
Our New Exciting Robot Repair Shop series begins on 3/8 for F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday School! 

 Is your robot causing you problems? Well tune in to Dr. Tomorrow's Robot Repair 
Shop to learn how to fix those faulty robot parts. And while they are here, children ages 4 – 
5th grade will learn how to associate a part of their body with a Biblical truth. In this new Sun-
day School series, Dr. Tomorrow teaches us that the parts of our bodies can remind us to 
live for God. 

 
March 

8 

Lesson Goal 
The children will 

learn that we 
should keep on 
doing the things 
God wants, and 
living life the way 

He has command-
ed us to live, even 
when it is difficult. 

Bible Story 
Josiah's cleansing 

of Judah.  
(2 Kings 22 & 23) 

  

Main Point 
 Will Persevere! 

  

Bible Verse 
"Pursue righteousness 
and a godly life, along 
with faith, love, perse-
verance, and gentle-

ness."  
(1 Timothy 6:11b NLT) 

Grace UMC Bible Studies 
 

 Have you ever thought about leading a small group or Bible study?  In today’s world 
of seemingly endless resources, leading a small group is more user friendly than ever.  Most 
studies are DVD driven with discussion questions that prompt verbal exchanges from the 
entire group.   Many of the resources require more facilitating than teaching.  At the SC 
United Methodist Resource Center we have many enriching possibilities available to us at 
the click of a mouse or with a mere phone call.  If you are hearing that still small voice 
prompting you to lead a small group, first pray…and then do not hesitate to call the church 
for additional help.  You would be amazed at the number of resource topics that are covered. 
 Our Resource Center provides videotapes, DVDs, and choral music to enhance the 
ministry of churches. Resources are available for borrowing on a wide range of topics, 
including Bible study, parenting, confirmation, church history, mission and ministry, 
leadership, spiritual growth, stewardship, United Methodists, world religions, worship, youth, 
children, and more. The music library provides seasonal musicals, praise and worship 
collections and anthems. 
 Located in The United Methodist Center in Columbia, S.C. the Resource Center is 
available to clergy, chairpersons, Sunday school teachers, youth directors, music directors 
and any other group in our church that needs additional resources for ministry.  Betty 
Stalnaker is our very knowledgeable and helpful coordinator of the Resource Center. Her 
email is BStalnaker@umcsc.org.  Phone: 803-786-9486 ext. 309 

World Day of Prayer - March 6
th

, 2015! 
      

 Let’s remember to set aside a special time of prayer on this day 
to join people all over the world for a time of intimacy with God.  
What is the World Day of Prayer?  It is a worldwide movement of 
Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a 
common day of prayer each year. 
 • It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries 
and regions. 
 • It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration – the first Friday of 
March – to which all people are welcome. 
 • It is a movement which brings together women of various races, cultures and 
traditions in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year. 
 Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are 
inseparable, and that both have immeasurable influence in the world. The motto of the 
World Day of Prayer is “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action”. The 2015 WDP focus is 
on the biblical text John 13:1–17. After washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus asks, “Do 
you understand what I have done for you?”   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.google.com%2F103758271210105138627%2Fabout%3Fgl%3Dus%26hl%3Den&ei=yu3TVLrICMmqggS324CwDQ&usg=AFQjCNH3W2NkbkmhW06D3vIo4VX5CTubSQ&sig2=O5vq693U5N
mailto:BStalnaker@umcsc.org


UMW NEWS 
 

 Our General Meeting 
Luncheon held on February 15 
was a wonderful success.  I 
want to thank again all the 
ladies that helped make this 

function possible, from setting up, 
decorating, to helping before, during, and 
after the meal.  Without your help, we 
wouldn’t have been able to have such a 
wonderful time.  Special thanks go out to 
Dawkins Restaurant for their generous gift 
of the meal and to Penny Adamo for her 
informational talk about hospice care.  
 Thank you so much! 
     Sheryl K. Price, President UMW 

MCF/Sonshiners  
Egg Hunt 

 

 Come and enjoy 
hunting colorful eggs on March 
29th at 1pm immediately 
following the youth lunch 
fundraiser!  How many eggs 
can you find?  Don’t forget your 
basket with your name on it! 

 

 Loud music, 
people cheering, cell 
phones glowing 
everywhere, and a 
strong message from 
Tony Noland is what 
the Grace Youth  
found Friday the 6th at 
Bon Secours Wellness Arena in 
Greenville. Arriving a little late due to thick 
traffic and parking, we were among the 
last two-hundred people to make it 
through the doors. When we got there, we 
scrambled for a section where we could all 
sit together.  Once seated, we enjoyed the 
view from behind the stage as Skillet, 
Jeremy Camp, Family Force 5, and other 
bands rocked the house! Despite sitting 
just left and behind the stage, we shouted, 
prayed, and laughed along with the rest of 
the 16,000 youth who were there. Tony 
Noland delivered a message on Strong 
Faith, using Matthew 7:24 for reference. 
Tony’s testimony was very moving, and he 
spoke strongly on behalf of orphans and 
prolife. Tony was orphaned as an infant 
and adopted at four years old.  In addition, 
one of his three children is adopted. 
 Skillet also shared another  
testimony with the youth. The band has 
been told by larger secular bands to cut 
out the message of Jesus, and they would 
sell many more cd’s and become one of 
the “main stream bands”.  The lead singer 
of Skillet stood his ground stating that 
Jesus is the reason they are a band. 
 Preston met the band as the show 
wrapped up and obtained an autographed 
Skillet poster for the youth room. After a 
meal at Cookout in Spartanburg, we 
arrived back home safely around 1:40 in 
the morning! 

Thank you for Caring  
for our Children 

 

 At Grace, our volunteers 
understand that as United Methodists, we 
value children. In our vows we celebrate 
God’s invitation for children to become a 
member of the family of God.  As a 
congregation, we accept the responsibility 
to raise our children as God’s children. 
This means that all of us support our 
children’s groups in every possible way.  
We do this by loving each and every child, 
giving them our best, teaching lessons, 
playing games, leading crafts and 
activities, preparing meals, and readily 
volunteering for MCF/Sonshiners, GEMS 
and STARS, VBS, Youth, etc.   
 We are blessed that we take our 
vows seriously.  The successful start of 
our new Jr. High group reflects our 
church’s care.  Continue to say “Yes!” to 
our children’s group coordinators, and our 
church will remain strong! 

 

Find Freedom Today! 
 

Setting Captives Free at http://
www.settingcaptivesfree.com/ offers help 
to people just like you and me for finding 
freedom from habitual sins. Their Christ-
centered Bible courses are free of charge 
and help people just like us to escape 
impurity, over-eating, substance abuse, 
gambling, smoking and more. Join the 
more than 456,024 people who have 
benefited from Setting Captives Free. 
They are there to help!  

Maundy Thursday  
Service Worship 

 

 Plan to attend 
our Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service at 7:00 
pm on Thursday, April 
2.  We will celebrate 
with Communion and 
the “Stripping of the 
Altar.”  Plan now to 
share in this special 
service.  

The Living  
Easter Cross 

Will Be Beautiful 
 

 Please bring cut 
flowers, flowering trees, 
etc. to decorate the living 
cross in front of the church on Easter 
morning.  Someone will be outside before 
Sunday school and church to assist you. 
 This is also a great photo 
opportunity for you and your family, so 
bring your camera!  We deeply appreciate 
Trip and Drew Sheorn for continuing to 
erect both our cross inside the sanctuary 
and in the front yard.  

YOUTH 
FUNDRAISER 

AHEAD! 
 

 On March 29th a big day is 
planned for our youth and children. 
Beginning at 12 pm the youth will hide 
Easter eggs for the MCF/Sonshiners, who 
will have a great time hunting the hidden 
eggs. (Children…bring your favorite 
basket for your eggs!)  Prior to the egg 
hunt, the youth will have a HOT DOG 
FUND RAISER in the Fellowship Hall. 
Invite your friends and let’s have a great 
time enjoying world famous hot dogs.  For 
$6.00 a plate you will get a hot dog all the 
way, chips, baked beans, and a drink.  
Desserts will be made by the Gems and 
Stars.  Afterwards, we will encourage the 
children as they hunt eggs.  The 29th 
proves to be a great time of fun, food and 
fellowship!  See you there!   

http://www.settingcaptivesfree.com/
http://www.settingcaptivesfree.com/


 

Offering Report as of            February 22,  2015 
2015  Budget                                       $381,728.00 
Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D              58,726.44 
Budget Rec’d Y-T-D                       48,418.64 
Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D                             -10,307.80 
Weekly Offering Needed                         7,340.43 
Expenses Y-T-D                                      43,189.75  

Stewardship  
Report 
2015 

Because We Care 
 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, 

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC: Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC: Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC: Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Ruth Gregory, 

  Betty Lidkea & Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Mary Maness,  

  Lib Ruff 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:  Lib Johns 

 

    Choir Rehearsals:  
 7:30  pm  Every Wed., in March 
 4:00 pm Sun Mar 8,15 & 22 
 9:15 am Sun Mar. 29-Palm Sun.   
 

    Bells of Grace:  
 5:45 pm Sun., Mar. 1, 8, & 15 

Play during service on the 15th.  
 

 

 CALLING ALL YOUTH! Acquire the 
Fire is coming up on March 20th and 21st at 
the Greensboro Coliseum in Greensboro, 
N.C. This year’s event is based around the 
theme “Resilient”! It is designed to 
encourage youth to hold strong in their faith 
as world events continue to escalate and 
uncertainty builds. Seats for the event are 
$49 a person plus $50 for meals at the event 
and on the road. Preston is contacting local 
churches to potentially host the youth group. 
Updates will be coming soon. Sign up, open 
your hearts, and be ready to worship and 
praise God with thousands of youth at 
Acquire the Fire. This is a senior youth 
event; seats are limited to ten youth. 
Parents, this is an overnight event, (Friday 
night thru late Saturday evening) and we 
would really appreciate volunteer 
chaperones. Any questions and concerns, 
please contact Preston at 843-457-3902. 

Easter Cantata 
March 29 

  

 The Chancel 
Choir will present the 
Easter Cantata “The 
Triumphs of His Grace” created and 
arranged by Marty Parks on Sunday, 
March 29th (Palm Sunday) during the 
11:00am worship service. Be sure to put 
this date on your calendar now, and invite 
your family and friends for this special 
victorious Easter celebration! 

Young at Heart 
 

 We hope you’re 
not missing all the fun at 
our YAH luncheons!  
One participant got so 
excited about his birthday in February, he 
stood up in a chair!!! It can be a pretty 
rowdy group!  Arriving fashionably late, 
Barbara Rippy, gifted all our ladies with a 
big bottle of lotion.  Brenda Childers 
delighted everyone with her famous 
brownies and some Valentine cookies. 
Please remember there will not be a YAH 
meeting in March, so add Wednesday, 
April 8

th
 to your calendars and meet us for 

a noon lunch at Andy’s!  See you there!  

Circle Corner 
 

Circle of Hope – 10:00 AM, Mar. 2 - FH  

Costume making  
 

Johnnie Sanders Cir.- 
10:00 AM, Mar. 2, Parlor  
Please bring personal item for 
Killingsworth Women's Home. 
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Cir. – 6:00 PM, Mar. 11  

“Round Tu It” 
Breakfast  

 

 Mark the Date! - 
March 8, 9:00 AM -  The 
Trustees invite you to the 
“Round Tu It” Spring 

Forward Country Breakfast.  Please call or 
email the church office to reserve your spot.  
We will prioritize our maintenance needs so 
we can really get “round tu it” and set our 
plan in action.  

No Family Night 
Supper  

 

 Due to our Lenten 
services and lunches, family 
night suppers will be 
postponed until after Easter.  
Watch your newsletter/bulletins for the next 
supper which will be Wednesday, April 
22nd at 6:30 PM. 

Youth Snack Supper 
Volunteers Needed 

 

 That’s right ladies and 
gentlemen.  You have the 
unique opportunity to be a 
volunteer to prepare Sunday 
evening snack suppers for the 
Youth.  We average about 10 to 12 on 
Sunday evenings. We would deeply 
appreciate your assistance, and the Youth 
have promised that there will be no left 
overs.  We are truly thankful for those who 
have already assisted us.  Preston will be 
contacting folks about this, so plan now to 
help and say, “YES!”  Thank you very much 
in advance!   

Relay for Life 
Soup Dinner  

 

 The Grace RFL Team 
will be hosting a potato soup 
dinner fundraiser after service 
on Sunday March 15th in the 
fellowship hall.  The cost is $8 
for adults and $4 for children 
10 and under.  The meal will include soup, 
salad, bread, dessert and tea.  Take out 
orders will be available as well. There will 
be a sign up sheet on the Welcome table, 
or you may contact the church office by 
Wednesday March 11th to reserve your 
meal. Thank you for your support! 



No matter what our kids and the new generation think about us, WE ARE 
AWESOME!!!  OUR Lives are LIVING PROOF!!!  To Those of Us Born 1920 - 1970: 
TO ALL THE KIDS WHO SURVIVED The 1920s, 1930s,'40s,'50s,'60s and '70s!!  
 First, we survived being born to mothers who may have smoked and/or drank while 
they were pregnant. They took aspirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna from a can, and 
didn't get tested for diabetes. Then, after that trauma, we were put to sleep on our 
tummies in baby cribs covered with bright colored lead-based paints.  
 We had no childproof lids on medicine bottles or locks on doors or cabinets. When 
we rode our bikes, we had baseball caps not helmets on our heads. As infants and 
children, we would ride in cars with no car seats, no booster seats, no seat belts, no air 
bags, bald tires and sometimes no brakes... Riding in the back of a pick-up truck on a 
warm day was always a special treat.  
 We drank water from the garden hose and not from a bottle. We shared one soft 
drink with four friends from one bottle, and no one actually died from this.  We ate 
cupcakes, white bread, real butter, and bacon. We drank Kool-Aid made with real white 
sugar, and we weren't overweight. WHY? Because we were always outside playing...that's 
why!  
 We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as long as we were back 
when the streetlights came on. No one was able to reach us all day, and we were 
OKAY.  We would spend hours building our go-carts out of scraps and then ride them 
down the hill only to find out we forgot the brakes. After running into the bushes a few 
times, we learned to solve the problem. 
  We did not have Play Stations, Nintendos and X-boxes. There were no video 
games, no 150 channels on cable, no video movies or DVDs, no surround-sound or 
CDs, no cell phones, no personal computers, no Internet and no chat rooms. WE HAD 
FRIENDS, and we went outside and found them!  
  We fell out of trees, got cut, broke bones and teeth, and there were no 
lawsuits from those accidents. We would get spankings with wooden spoons, switches, 
ping-pong paddles, or just a bare hand, and no one would call child services to report 
abuse. We ate worms, and mud pies made from dirt, and the worms did not live in us 
forever. 
   We were given BB guns for our 10th birthdays, 22 rifles for our 12th, rode horses, 
made up games with sticks and tennis balls, and although we were told it would happen - 
we did not put out very many eyes. We rode bikes or walked to a friend's house.  We 
knocked on the door, or rang the bell, or just walked in and talked to them. 
 Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Those who didn't had 
to learn to deal with disappointment. Imagine that!! 
  These generations have produced some of the best risk-takers, problem solvers, 
and inventors ever. The past 50 to 90 years have seen an explosion of innovation and 
new ideas...  
  We had freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we learned how to deal with it 
all.  If YOU are one of those born between 1920-1970, CONGRATULATIONS!  

 eWomen Conference - Greenville, SC  
Mar 13 2015 - 7:00pm - Mar 14 2015 - 5:30pm CST 
Bon Secours Wellness Arena  
Greenville , South Carolina  

 

 Extraordinary Women exists to help draw women closer to the heart 
of God… every day. Extraordinary Women is not just a Christian women's event… it’s a lifestyle. 
They are excited that women attend their conferences, but they want more than just a few days with 
you. They want to be a part of your life!  “It is their desire, their prayer, that through the 
Extraordinary Women Association they can keep in touch throughout the year and minister to your 
spiritual needs and help you draw you closer to God and those you hold dearest,” says Julie 
Clinton, President, Extraordinary Women Ministries. 

Schedule: 
Friday, March 13th 
6:00pm: Gold Level Doors Open  
6:30pm: Doors Open  
7:30pm - 10:30pm: Conference  
Saturday, March 14th 
7:00am: Gold Level Doors Open  
7:30am: Doors Open  
8:30am - 12:15pm: Conference  
Lunch Break  
1:30pm - 4:30pm: Conference 

 

For pricing and to register: 
Visit: http://www.ewomen.net/conference/2015-03-13/bon-secours-wellness-arena 

 

Or Call: 800-526-8673 

United Methodism 101 Course offered Online 
 

 This online course is designed for new United Methodists and anyone wanting to know 
more about the denomination. Are you a lifelong or long-term Methodist? You may be 
surprised at what you can learn about our denomination. The course includes 4 modules that 
contain many interactive features. Each module takes about 1 hour to complete. You can move 
through the modules at your own pace. 
 What will I learn? This course is divided into 4 parts. In the course, you’ll explore the 
following areas of interest: United Methodist History, Theology and Beliefs of the United 
Methodist Church, Organization and Governance, Present and Future Challenges. 
 2015 Course Dates: January 21 - March 4; February 25 - April 8; April 1 - May 13; May 
13 - June 24; June 17 - July 29; July 22 - September 2; September 30 - November 11; 
November 4 - December 16. 
 For more information visit: http://www.umcom.org/learn/united-methodism-101 

 

http://www.ewomen.net/conference/2015-03-13/bon-secours-wellness-arena
http://www.umcom.org/learn/united-methodism-101

